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Shellfish Water ClassificationShellfish Water Classification

Criteria established by the National Criteria established by the National 
Shellfish Sanitation Program Shellfish Sanitation Program 
(NSSP)(NSSP)
Mandatory use by all statesMandatory use by all states
Evaluated for compliance by the Evaluated for compliance by the 
U.S. Food and Drug Administration U.S. Food and Drug Administration 
(FDA)(FDA)



Shellfish Water ClassificationShellfish Water Classification

Sanitary Surveys are required of all classified areas and includSanitary Surveys are required of all classified areas and include:e:

Shoreline Surveys Shoreline Surveys 
Identify all pollution sourcesIdentify all pollution sources
–– DomesticDomestic
–– WildlifeWildlife
–– MarinasMarinas
–– IndustrialIndustrial

Hydrographic SurveysHydrographic Surveys
Identifies movement and dilution of contaminantsIdentifies movement and dilution of contaminants



Bacteriological Sampling Bacteriological Sampling 
MethodMethod

Sample station locations are based upon Sample station locations are based upon 
potential pollution sources which could potential pollution sources which could 
have an impact upon the area.  have an impact upon the area.  
Water samples are collected at 2 foot Water samples are collected at 2 foot 
below the surface.below the surface.
Samples are collected under a wide Samples are collected under a wide 
variety of environmental conditions.variety of environmental conditions.



Galveston Bay water quality station locations

92 active stations



Bacteriological CriteriaBacteriological Criteria

Use fecal coliform standardUse fecal coliform standard

Use multiple tube and Most Probable Number Use multiple tube and Most Probable Number 
(MPN Test)(MPN Test)

On per station basisOn per station basis

Median or GM of 14 MPN per 100 mlMedian or GM of 14 MPN per 100 ml

Not more than 10% > 43 MPN per 100 mlNot more than 10% > 43 MPN per 100 ml



In TexasIn Texas

Most Most exceedenceexceedence due to variabilitydue to variability

Few stations exceed medianFew stations exceed median

Every station is reviewed yearly for Every station is reviewed yearly for 
compliance with standardcompliance with standard



ClassificationsClassifications

ApprovedApproved

Conditionally ApprovedConditionally Approved

RestrictedRestricted

ProhibitedProhibited



Shellfish Classification Map



Shellfish Classification Map



Questions?


