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TEXAS COMMISSION ON ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY

Protecting Texas by Reducing and Preventing Pollution

June 23, 2021

TO: Persons on the attached mailing list.

RE: City of Liberty Hill
TPDES Permit No. WQ0014477001

Decision of the Executive Director.

The executive director has made a decision that the above-referenced permit application
meets the requirements of applicable law. This decision does not authorize
construction or operation of any proposed facilities. This decision will be
considered by the commissioners at a regularly scheduled public meeting before any
action is taken on this application unless all requests for contested case hearing or
reconsideration have been withdrawn before that meeting.

Enclosed with this letter is a copy of the Executive Director’s Response to Comments. A
copy of the complete application, draft permit and related documents, including public
comments, is available for review at the TCEQ Central Office. A copy of the complete
application, the draft permit, and executive director’s preliminary decision are available
for viewing and copying at the City of Liberty Hill City Hall, 926 Loop 332, Liberty Hill,
Texas.

If you disagree with the executive director’s decision, and you believe you are an
“affected person” as defined below, you may request a contested case hearing. In
addition, anyone may request reconsideration of the executive director’s decision. The
procedures for the commission’s evaluation of hearing requests/requests for
reconsideration are located in 30 Texas Administrative Code Chapter 55, Subchapter F.
A brief description of the procedures for these two requests follows.

How to Request a Contested Case Hearing.

It is important that your request include all the information that supports your right to a
contested case hearing. Your hearing request must demonstrate that you meet the
applicable legal requirements to have your hearing request granted. The commission’s
consideration of your request will be based on the information you provide.

The request must include the following:
(1) Your name, address, daytime telephone number, and, if possible, a fax number.

(2)  The name of the applicant, the permit number and other numbers listed above so
that your request may be processed properly.

P.O. Box 13087 * Austin, Texas 78711-3087 * 512-239-1000 ¢ tceq.texas.gov

How is our customer service?  tceq.texas.gov/customersurvey
printed on recycled paper


http://www.tceq.state.tx.us/

(3) Astatement clearly expressing that you are requesting a contested case hearing.
For example, the following statement would be sufficient: “I request a contested
case hearing.”

(4) If the request is made by a group or association, the request must identify:

(A) one person by name, address, daytime telephone number, and, if possible,
the fax number, of the person who will be responsible for receiving all
communications and documents for the group;

(B) the comments on the application submitted by the group that are the basis
of the hearing request; and

(C)  byname and physical address one or more members of the group that
would otherwise have standing to request a hearing in their own right.
The interests the group seeks to protect must relate to the organization’s
purpose. Neither the claim asserted nor the relief requested must require
the participation of the individual members in the case.

Additionally, your request must demonstrate that you are an “affected person.” An
affected person is one who has a personal justiciable interest related to a legal right,
duty, privilege, power, or economic interest affected by the application. Your request
must describe how and why you would be adversely affected by the proposed facility or
activity in a manner not common to the general public. For example, to the extent your
request is based on these concerns, you should describe the likely impact on your health,
safety, or uses of your property which may be adversely affected by the proposed facility
or activities. To demonstrate that you have a personal justiciable interest, you must
state, as specifically as you are able, your location and the distance between your
location and the proposed facility or activities.

Your request must raise disputed issues of fact that are relevant and material to the
commission’s decision on this application that were raised by you during the public
comment period. The request cannot be based solely on issues raised in comments that
you have withdrawn.

To facilitate the commission’s determination of the number and scope of issues to be
referred to hearing, you should: 1) specify any of the executive director’s responses to
your comments that you dispute; 2) the factual basis of the dispute; and 3) list any
disputed issues of law.

How to Request Reconsideration of the Executive Director’s Decision.

Unlike a request for a contested case hearing, anyone may request reconsideration of the
executive director’s decision. A request for reconsideration should contain your name,
address, daytime phone number, and, if possible, your fax number. The request must
state that you are requesting reconsideration of the executive director’s decision, and
must explain why you believe the decision should be reconsidered.



Deadline for Submitting Requests.

A request for a contested case hearing or reconsideration of the executive director’s
decision must be received by the Chief Clerk’s office no later than 30 calendar days
after the date of this letter. You may submit your request electronically at
www.tceq.texas.gov/agency/decisions/cc/comments.html or by mail to the following
address:

Laurie Gharis, Chief Clerk
TCEQ, MC-105
P.O. Box 13087
Austin, Texas 78711-3087

Processing of Requests.

Timely requests for a contested case hearing or for reconsideration of the executive
director’s decision will be referred to the TCEQ’s Alternative Dispute Resolution
Program and set on the agenda of one of the commission’s regularly scheduled
meetings. Additional instructions explaining these procedures will be sent to the
attached mailing list when this meeting has been scheduled.

How to Obtain Additional Information.

If you have any questions or need additional information about the procedures
described in this letter, please call the Public Education Program, toll free, at 1-800-
687-4040.

Sincerely,
Laurie Gharis
Chief Clerk
LG/mo

Enclosure
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MAILING LIST

City of Liberty Hill
TPDES Permit No. WQ0014477001

FOR THE APPLICANT:

Wayne Bonnet, Utility Director
City of Liberty Hill

926 Loop 332

Liberty Hill, Texas 78642

Aaron Laughlin, P.E., Project Manager
Stegar Bizzell

1978 South Austin Avenue
Georgetown, Texas 78626

INTERESTED PERSONS:

See attached list.

FOR THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
via electronic mail:

Ryan Vise, Director

Texas Commission on Environmental
Quality

External Relations Division

Public Education Program MC-108
P.O. Box 13087

Austin, Texas 78711-3087

Bobby Salehi, Staff Attorney

Jessie Spears, Staff Attorney

Texas Commission on Environmental
Quality

Environmental Law Division MC-173
P.O. Box 13087

Austin, Texas 78711-3087

Jose Alfonso Martinez, Technical Staff
Texas Commission on Environmental
Quality

Water Quality Division MC-148

P.O. Box 13087

Austin, Texas 78711-3087

FOR PUBLIC INTEREST COUNSEL
via electronic mail:

Vic McWherter, Attorney

Texas Commission on Environmental
Quality

Public Interest Counsel MC-103

P.O. Box 13087

Austin, Texas 78711-3087

FOR THE CHIEF CLERK
via electronic mail:

Laurie Gharis, Chief Clerk

Texas Commission on Environmental
Quality

Office of Chief Clerk MC-105

P.O. Box 13087

Austin, Texas 78711-3087



AHRENS , CAROLYN
3002 GREENLAWN PKWY
AUSTIN TX 78757-2008

AHRENS , JON
149 WATERFORD LN
GEORGETOWN TX 78628-6905

BARBER , MRS TIFFANY
208 QUARRY LAKE EST
LIBERTY HILL TX 78642-4028

BOLNER , DR. MICHELLE LYNN

3304 VISTA HEIGHTS DR
LEANDER TX 78641-3218

BOURGEOIS , RHONDA
120 GABRIELS LOOP
GEORGETOWN TX 78628-6951

BUNNELL , DAVID
141 WATERFORD LN
GEORGETOWN TX 78628-6905

CALLAHAN , CASEY
116 CAVALIER CV
HUTTO TX 78634-3512

CHILDRESS , SCOTT
132 HIGH GABRIEL DR
LEANDER TX 78641-9756

COBB, ANGIE
121 CLEAR RIDGE CV
GEORGETOWN TX 78628-5200

CONSELMAN , MARC E
600 LAKE SIDE CV
GEORGETOWN TX 78628-6904

AHRENS , CAROLYN
PO BOX 28884
AUSTIN TX 78755-8884

AHRENS , KATE
149 WATERFORD LN
GEORGETOWN TX 78628-6905

BATES , SUZY
16249 W STATE HIGHWAY 29
LIBERTY HILL TX 78642-3803

BORDELON , KAY
521 LAKE SIDE DR
GEORGETOWN TX 78628-6903

BRANDAW , NOELLE R
305 RIDGEWOOD DR
GEORGETOWN TX 78628-8366

BUNNELL , LOUISE
141 WATERFORD LN
GEORGETOWN TX 78628-6905

CASSADY , SHARON H
1541 ORCHARD DR
LEANDER TX 78641-1370

CIAMBRONE , DR. DAVID
109 OAK MEADOW DR
GEORGETOWN TX 78628-6884

COFER , KENDRA
136 PARKER CT
LIBERTY HILL TX 78642-3543

COOK , MELISSA
128 OAK PLAZA DR
GEORGETOWN TX 78628-6887

AHRENS , CAROLYN
149 WATERFORD LN
GEORGETOWN TX 78628-6905

ALBARADO , STEVE ROBERT
105 BAR RYDER TRL
LEANDER TX 78641-9738

BAUGH , LARRY
134 PARK PLACE DR
GEORGETOWN TX 78628-6880

BOUDREAUX, LEIGH
716 OAK VIEW CV
GEORGETOWN TX 78628-6893

BROWNING , MARSHA
39 LAKE SHORE DR

CORPUS CHRISTI TX 78413-2634

BURGESS , GERRIE
121 WATERFORD LN
GEORGETOWN TX 78628-6905

CASSADY , TERRY IRA
1541 ORCHARD DR
LEANDER TX 78641-1370

CLIFFORD , MICHAEL
APT 605

512 EBERHART LN
AUSTIN TX 78745-4486

CONNOLLY , SEAN C
5121 GANYMEDE DR
AUSTIN TX 78727-5100

COOK , RUSS
128 OAK PLAZA DR
GEORGETOWN TX 78628-6887



CRAMER , DON W
120 OAK PLAZA DR
GEORGETOWN TX 78628-6887

CURRENS , LESLIE
6404 DEER HOLLOW LN
AUSTIN TX 78750-8265

DIXON , CAROLYN
STE S-1

13740 N HIGHWAY 183
AUSTIN TX 78750-1884

ENGELKE , ANDREW DAVID

FRIENDS OF SOUTH SAN GABRIEL RIVER
1103 S GABRIEL DR

LEANDER TX 78641-1364

ERICKSON , JAMES
8913 41STSTW
UNIVERSITY PLACE WA 98466-1508

GAMES , AARON
133 WATERFORD LN
GEORGETOWN TX 78628-6905

HARKINS , COL GERALD ROBERT
153 WATERFORD LN
GEORGETOWN TX 78628-6905

HAWKINS , MARTHA
2412 DORMARION LN
AUSTIN TX 78703-3006

HOANE , LORAINE
4920 N INTERSTATE 35
AUSTIN TX 78751-2716

HOMORODI , THOMAS
145 WATERFORD LN
GEORGETOWN TX 78628-6905

CROAK , ANDREA

NO SR

417 LAKE SIDE DR
GEORGETOWN TX 78628-6902

DANIEL, JEFF
3508 JUNIPER RIM RD
LEANDER TX 78641-2767

DOMINICK , DONALD
185 GABRIELS LOOP
GEORGETOWN TX 78628-6951

ENGELKE , MRS ELIZABETH
PO BOX 2350
LEANDER TX 78646-2350

FLAHERTY , L
3430 FLOWSTONE LN
ROUND ROCK TX 78681-1104

GAREY , JACK
101 COVINGTON CV
GEORGETOWN TX 78628-7044

HARKINS , SUSAN CAROLYNE
153 WATERFORD LN
GEORGETOWN TX 78628-6905

HENSON , KARLEY
1613 HIGHLAND RIDGE RD
GEORGETOWN TX 78628-6998

HOLDEN , LAURIE
3200 VISTA HEIGHTS DR
LEANDER TX 78641-1661

HOVATTER , MICHAEL
108 WIND RIDGE CV
GEORGETOWN TX 78628-9580

CROSSMAN , LINDA D
112 SKYVIEW TER
LEANDER TX 78641-9742

DANNEMAN , PAUL
1209 TERRACE VIEW DR
GEORGETOWN TX 78628-7092

ENGELKE , ANDREW & ELIZABETH
PO BOX 2350
LEANDER TX 78646-2350

ENGELKE , MRS ELIZABETH M
1103 S GABRIEL DR
LEANDER TX 78641-1364

FOLTS , MR KELLY
3416 BRANCH HOLW
LEANDER TX 78641-3216

GARZA , JENNIFER
91 SKYVIEW TER
LEANDER TX 78641-9705

HAWKINS , CAROL
HAWKINS STUDIO
2412 DORMARION LN
AUSTIN TX 78703-3006

HERMAN , TEMPA
107 PITCHSTONE CV
GEORGETOWN TX 78628-6939

HOLLEY , MR CARROL W
113 WATERFORD LN
GEORGETOWN TX 78628-6905

HULLINGER , COLLEEN
105 LOVIE LN
GEORGETOWN TX 78628-1253



ILSE , FRANK

RM 308

3908 AVENUE B
AUSTIN TX 78751-4515

JENSEN , JESSICA
129 WATERFORD LN
GEORGETOWN TX 78628-6905

JOHNSON , MARC
309 OAK PLAZA CV
GEORGETOWN TX 78628-6889

KRENTZ , PAUL
103 PARQUE VISTA DR
GEORGETOWN TX 78626-4533

LONG , MARY D
208 RINEHARDT ST
HUTTO TX 78634-3291

MARTIN , NATASHA J

GRAVES DOUGHERTY HEARON & MOODY PC

STE 2700
401 CONGRESS AVE
AUSTIN TX 78701-4071

MCNEELEY , PATRICK
28522 TRISTANT RDG
SAN ANTONIO TX 78260-2173

MONTGOMERY , DAN & KELLEY
109 WATERFORD LN
GEORGETOWN TX 78628-6905

MORRIS , DANIEL
1409 ORCHARD DR
LEANDER TX 78641-1368

NEELEY , MICHAEL
110 FISH SPEAR
GEORGETOWN TX 78628-6943

JAMES , ROBERT
4601 AVENUE B
AUSTIN TX 78751-3023

JOHNSON , AMY
4920 N INTERSTATE 35
AUSTIN TX 78751-2716

JOHNSON , MARJORIE
141 GABRIELS LOOP
GEORGETOWN TX 78628-6951

LANIER , STACY
137 KRUPP AVE
LIBERTY HILL TX 78642-4476

LOWRY-STANDLEY , GAIL
100 WATERFORD LN
GEORGETOWN TX 78628-6905

MATAU , PAMELA
800 COUNTY ROAD 266
GEORGETOWN TX 78628-6839

MEUTH , JOSEPH DWAYNNE
910 COUNTY ROAD 266
GEORGETOWN TX 78628-6804

MOORE , BRYAN R
805 OAK VIEW PL
GEORGETOWN TX 78628-6892

MORRIS , STEPHANIE RYDER
BIRDS N BEES FARM

1409 ORCHARD DR
LEANDER TX 78641-1368

NESBY , MRS KACIE
88 GOLDEN EAGLE LN
LEANDER TX 78641-2210

JENNEY , JUNE

ZURVITA INDEPENDENT CONSULTAN

408 INDIGO LN
GEORGETOWN TX 78628-6926

JOHNSON , AMY R
5836 SE MADISON ST
PORTLAND OR 97215-2734

KASPAR , JARED M
101 WATERFORD LN
GEORGETOWN TX 78628-6905

LEMANSKI, DR. SUNDRA
216 ESCALERA PKWY
GEORGETOWN TX 78628-7156

MARTIN , NATASHA J
BOJORQUEZ LAW FIRM PC
12325 HYMEADOW DR STE 2-100
AUSTIN TX 78750-1847

MCFARLIN , BRIAN
3617 JUNIPER RIM RD
LEANDER TX 78641-3213

MILLER , ALICIA
112 OAK PLAZA DR
GEORGETOWN TX 78628-6887

MORGAN , DAVID S
350 COUNTY ROAD 258
LIBERTY HILL TX 78642-6260

MOYER , THOMAS

UNITED STATES MARINE CORPS
226 DORADO ST

GEORGETOWN TX 78628-2022

ORR , JENNIFER
810 PARK BLVD
AUSTIN TX 78751-4319



PAZIENZA , MRS ELIZABETH ROSE
705 OAK VIEW CV
GEORGETOWN TX 78628-6893

PICKHARDT , IRENE L
3311 BRYKER DR
AUSTIN TX 78703-1331

PURCELL , ANTHONY & DACHELLE
105 WATERFORD LN
GEORGETOWN TX 78628-6905

REID , KATHERINE
204 HOBBY HORSE
LIBERTY HILL TX 78642-5521

RICE , MAJ RANDALL A
RETIRED

317 PARK PLACE DR
GEORGETOWN TX 78628-6877

SEDERQUIST , THE HONORABLE CHRISTINE
LEANDER CITY COUNCIL

105 N BRUSHY ST

LEANDER TX 78641-1710

STILWELL , MR RANDY
217 SEBASTIAN LN
GEORGETOWN TX 78633-1856

TRUSLOW , MARC S
161 WATERFORD LN
GEORGETOWN TX 78628-6905

TUMMONS , MARK
117 WATERFORD LN
GEORGETOWN TX 78628-6905

WILES , JEFF
1501 ORCHARD DR
LEANDER TX 78641-1370

PAZIENZA , MICHAEL
705 OAK VIEW CV
GEORGETOWN TX 78628-6893

PONTIER , TIMOTHY
100 HEDGEROW LN
LIBERTY HILL TX 78642-4474

REED , PATRICIA
200 JUDE CIR
LEANDER TX 78641-4356

REINHARDT , PETER MITCHELL
836629279

251 OAK BEND DR

LIBERTY HILL TX 78642-4561

SCHWARTZ , STAN
1208 FALLING HILLS DR
GEORGETOWN TX 78628-5206

STEMMONS , JEFF & TONYA
157 WATERFORD LN
GEORGETOWN TX 78628-6905

STITZ , MR DANIEL
604 HOOT OWL LN S
LEANDER TX 78641-2236

TULL , FRANK H
137 WATERFORD LN
GEORGETOWN TX 78628-6905

VAUGHAN , ROGER
2412 DORMARION LN
AUSTIN TX 78703-3006

WISHNEW , DR. DAVID
605 RIDGE VIEW CV
GEORGETOWN TX 78628-6885

PHILLIPS , BETTY & RAY
353 SAN GABRIEL OAKS DR
LIBERTY HILL TX 78642-6219

PURCELL , ANTHONY
105 WATERFORD LN
GEORGETOWN TX 78628-6905

REEVES , CHERYL
200 OAK PLAZA DR
GEORGETOWN TX 78628-6888

RHINEHART , ROBYN
12410 E HIGHWAY 29
GEORGETOWN TX 78626-2429

SCHWERTNER , THE HONORABLE CHARLES
STATE SENATOR
THE SENATE OF TEXAS DISTRICT 5

PO BOX 12068
AUSTIN TX 78711-2068

STEMMONS , TONYA
157 WATERFORD LN
GEORGETOWN TX 78628-6905

THIELE , DEE A

1963

413 SIERRA MAR LOOP
LEANDER TX 78641-3544

TULL , LAWANN
137 WATERFORD LN
GEORGETOWN TX 78628-6905

WARD , SARAH MARIE
112 ROSA DR
LIBERTY HILL TX 78642-2190
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TPDES PERMIT NO. WQ0014477001

APPLICATION BY § BEFORE THE
CITY OF LIBERTY HILL § TEXAS COMMISSION
FOR RENEWAL OF TPDES PERMIT § ON
wQ0014477001 § ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S FINAL RESPONSE TO PUBLIC COMMENT

The Executive Director of the Texas Commission on Environmental Quality (the
Commission or TCEQ) files this Response to Public Comment (Response) on the
application by the City of Liberty Hill (Liberty Hill or the Applicant), for a renewal of
Texas Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (TPDES) Permit Number WQ0014477001
and on the Executive Director’s preliminary decision. As required by 30 Texas
Administrative Code (TAC) Section (§) 55.156, before an application is approved, the
Executive Director prepares a response to all timely, relevant and material, or
significant comments. The Office of the Chief Clerk received timely comment letters
and formal comments at the public meeting and online. The comments made by an
individual or on behalf of an organization are identified within the comment
discussion or, if numerous by an endnote. This response addresses all such public
comments received, whether or not withdrawn.

If you need more information about this permit application or the wastewater
permitting process, please call the TCEQ Public Education Program at 1-800-687-4040.
General information about the TCEQ can be found at our website at
www.tceq.state.gov.

L. BACKGROUND

A. Description of Facility and Overview of the Application

The City of Liberty Hill, 926 Loop 332, Liberty Hill, Texas 78642, has applied to
TCEQ for a renewal of TPDES Permit No. WQ0014477001, which authorizes the
discharge of treated domestic wastewater at an annual average flow not to exceed
4,000,000 gallons per day. TCEQ received this renewal application on September 5,
2018.

The facility is located approximately 8,800 feet southeast of the intersection of
U.S. Highway 29 and U.S. Highway 183, in Williamson County, Texas 78641. The treated
effluent is discharged to South Fork San Gabriel River in Segment No. 1250 of the
Brazos River Basin. The designated uses for Segment No. 1250 are primary contact
recreation, public water supply, aquifer protection, and high aquatic life use.

B. Procedural Background

TCEQ issued the City of Liberty Hill’s TPDES permit on September 22, 2015. The
City of Liberty Hill applied to renew its existing permit on September 5, 2018. The
application was declared administratively complete on November 9, 2018. The Notice

Executive Director’s Response to Comments
Application by City of Liberty Hill
Renewal of TPDES Permit No. WQ0014477001 Page 1
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of Receipt and Intent to Obtain a Water Quality Permit (NORI) was published on
December 2, 2018, in English in the Williamson County Sun. The Combined NORI and
Notice of Application and Preliminary Decision (NAPD) for a Water Quality Permit was
published on July 15, 2020, in English in the Williamson County Sun. The combined
NORI and NAPD publication was done to correct an error in the location of the
proposed facility. The comment period ended on August 17, 2020.

This application was filed on or after September 1, 2015; therefore, it is subject
to the procedural requirements adopted pursuant to House Bill 801, 76™ Legislature,
1999 and Senate Bill 709, 84™Legislature, 2015. The Commission implemented the
procedural requirements in its rules in 30 TAC Chapters 39, 50, and 55.

C. Access to Rules, Laws, and Records
Please consult the following websites to access the rules and regulations
applicable to this permit:
e to access the Secretary of State website: www.sos.state.tx.us;

o for TCEQ rules in Title 30 of the Texas Administrative Code:
www.sos.state.tx.us/tac/ (select “TAC Viewer” on the right, then “Title 30
Environmental Quality”);

e for Texas statutes: www.statutes.legis.state.tx.us;

e to access the TCEQ website: www.tceg.texas.gov/ (for downloadable rules in
Adobe PDF format, select “Rules” then “Download TCEQ Rules”);

e for Federal rules in Title 40 of the Code of Federal Regulations:
www.ecfr.gov/cgi-bin/text-idx?tpl=/ecfrbrowse/Title40/40tab_02.tpl; and

o for Federal environmental laws: www.epa.gov/laws-regulations

The permit application, Executive Director’s preliminary decision, and draft
permit are available for viewing and copying at the Liberty Hill Public Library, 355 Loop
332, Liberty Hill, Texas. Commission records for this facility are available for viewing
and copying at the TCEQ’s main office in Austin, 12100 Park 35 Circle, Building F, 1st
Floor (Office of the Chief Clerk, for the current application until final action is taken).

II. COMMENTS AND RESPONSES

Comment 1:

The Executive Director received comments expressing general opposition to the
permit renewal and operation of the wastewater treatment facility including comments
from: Susan Harkins, Louise Bunnell, Carolyn Ahrens, Stephanie Ryder Morris, Loraine
Hoane (on behalf of Stephanie Ryder Morris), Amy Johnson (on behalf of Stephanie
Ryder Morris), Thomas Homorodi, Jon Ahrens, Jeff Wiles, Marc E. Conselman, Jennifer
Garza, Robyn Rhinehart, Mark Tummons, Aaron Games, Jessica Jensen, Carol Hawkins,
Sean C. Connolly, Laurie Holden, Michael Pazienza, Robert James, David Bunnell,

Executive Director’s Response to Comments
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Lawann Tull, Carrol Holley, Jeff and Tonya Stemmons, Bryan Moore, Michael Clifford,
Gail Lowry-Standley, Russ Cook, Dee Thiele, Kacie Nesby, and Marsha Browning.

Response 1:

The Executive Director acknowledges the commenters’ opposition. TCEQ is
responsible for ensuring that all applications subject to TCEQ’s authority comply with
all applicable statutory and regulatory requirements and will only issue a permit when
an application satisfies the requirements. The Executive Director reviewed the
application and determined that the application complies with all requirements and
that if operated according to the approved permit conditions and regulatory
requirements, the facility will not pose an adverse risk to human health or the
environment.

Comment 2:

The Executive Director received comments expressing concerns about potential
degradation of the water quality and contamination caused by the discharge into the
river (including algae, vegetation overgrowth, excessive nutrients, and E. coli) including
comments from: Gerald Harkins, Susan Harkins, Carol Hawkins, Louise Bunnell, Kate
Ahrens, Stephanie Ryder Morris, Loraine Hoane (on behalf of Stephanie Ryder Morris),
Amy Johnson (on behalf of Stephanie Ryder Morris), Mackenzie Wilson, Jeff Wiles,
Michael Hovatter, Robyn Rhinehart, Mark Tummons, Aaron Games, Jessica Jensen,
Lawann Tull, Donald Dominick, Christine Sederquist (Leander City Council Place 4),
Stan Schwartz, Dachelle and Anthony Purcell, Sharon Cassady, Rhonda Bourgeois,
Randall Rice, Carol Hawkins, Terry Cassady, Steve R Albarado, Larry Baugh, Carolyn
Ahrens, Jared Kaspar, Kay Bordelon, Don Cramer, Laurie Holden, Marc Conselman,
Casey Callahan, David Bunnell, Angie Cobb, Melissa Cook, Tempa Herman, Stacy Lanier,
Jon Ahrens, Elizabeth Pazienza, Paul Krentz, Paul Danneman, Thomas Moyer, Patricia
Reed, David Wishnew, Gerrie Burgess, Tonya Stemmons, Jan Burgess, Jack Garey, David
Ciambrone, Larry Baugh, Cheryl Reeves, Michael Dan and Kelley Montgomery, Leigh
Boudreaux, Sundra Lemanski, Michael Neeley, Carrol Holley, Marc Johnson, Andrew
and Elizabeth Engelke, Jeff and Tonya Stemmons, Anthony Purcell, Marc Truslow,
Frank Tull, Randy Stilwell, L Flaherty, Tiffany Barber, Elizabeth Pazienza, Katherine
Reid, Karley Henson, and Michael Clifford.

Andrew Engelke, Michael Hovatter, Stan Schwartz, Sean C. Connolly, Jared
Kaspar, Colleen Hullinger, Patrick McNeeley, June Jenney, David Wishnew, Michael
Neeley, Peter Mitchell Reinhardt, Jeff Wiles, and Frank Tull also expressed concern
about the potential negative impacts on human health caused by the discharge into the
river.

Executive Director’s Response to Comments
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Response 2:

TCEQ is responsible for the protection of water quality with regulatory authority
over discharges of pollutants to Texas surface water. TCEQ has a statutory
responsibility to protect water quality in the State of Texas and to authorize
wastewater discharges into Texas surface water under Texas Water Code (TWC)
Chapter 26, and in accordance with 30 TAC Chapters 305, 307 and 309, including
specific regulations regarding wastewater treatment systems under 30 TAC Chapters
217 and 309.

The proposed draft permit was developed in accordance with the Texas Surface
Water Quality Standards (TSWQS) to be protective of water quality, provided that the
City of Liberty Hill operates and maintains the proposed facility according to TCEQ
rules and the proposed permit’s requirements. The methodology outlined in the
Procedures to Implement the Texas Surface Water Quality Standards (IPs; June 2010) is
designed to ensure compliance with the TSWQS (30 TAC Chapter 307). Specifically, the
methodology is designed to ensure that no source will be allowed to discharge any
wastewater that: 1) results in instream aquatic toxicity; 2) causes a violation of an
applicable narrative or numerical state water quality standard; 3) results in the
endangerment of a drinking water supply; or 4) results in aquatic bioaccumulation that
threatens human health.

As part of the application process, TCEQ staff must determine the uses of the
receiving waters and set effluent limits that are protective of those uses. In order to
achieve the goal of maintaining a level of water quality sufficient to protect existing
water body uses, the proposed permit contains several water quality specific
parameter requirements that limit the potential impact of the discharge on the
receiving waters. Effluent limitations in the draft permit for the conventional effluent
parameters (i.e. BOD;, TSS, and minimum DO) are based on stream standards and
waste load allocations for water quality-limited streams as established in the TSWQS
and the State of Texas Water Quality Management Plan (WQMP).

Phosphorus is a key nutrient necessary for algae growth and is often in limited
supply in freshwater systems. By restricting the amount of phosphorus in the treated
wastewater, the likelihood of the discharge stimulating excessive growth of algae or
other aquatic vegetation is reduced significantly. To ensure the effluent from the City
of Liberty Hill will not cause an excessive accumulation of algae, the Executive Director
performed a nutrient screening which indicated that because of the high clarity of the
water column, lack of shade along the banks, and minimal dilution, a total phosphorus
limit is needed in the draft permit. The Executive Director included a total phosphorus
limit of 0.5 mg/1 for the Interim I phase, and a total phosphorus limit of 0.15 mg/1 in
the Interim II, Interim III and Final phases, respectively, to preclude the excessive
accumulation of algae.
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Comment 3:

Patrick McNeeley commented that the effluent levels are too high for the river.
Elizabeth Pazienza commented that the nitrogen and phosphorus levels should be
closely monitored.

Response 3:

In response to Public Comments, the Executive Director has made the following
changes to the draft permit: Effluent Monitoring Frequencies for CBOD5, TSS, NH3-N,
and total phosphorus have been changed from two/week to five/week; Effluent
Limitations for total phosphorus have been made more stringent in the Interim I phase
from 0.50 mg/1 to 0.15 mg/l; a new Interim I phase has been included as a compliance
period in order to meet the more stringent total phosphorus limits of 0.15 mg/1. The
City of Liberty Hill is subject to potential enforcement action for failure to comply with
TCEQ rules or the permit, including exceeding an effluent limitation. Additionally, the
City of Liberty Hill is required to sample and analyze the effluents limitations set on
page 2 - 2b of the draft permit and report the effluent analyses to TCEQ. Monitoring
and reporting shall be performed in accordance with the Monitoring and Reporting
Requirements section and the Definitions and Standard Permit Conditions section of
the draft permit.

As previously stated, the TCEQ staff must determine the uses of the receiving
waters and set effluent limits that are protective of those uses. In order to achieve the
goal of maintaining a level of water quality sufficient to protect existing water body
uses, the proposed permit contains several water quality specific parameter
requirements that limit the potential impact of the discharge on the receiving waters.
EPA has reviewed and accepted this draft permit as it is written.

Comment 4:

Elizabeth Engelke asked if a receiving water assessment is being done because
of the increased flow that is being permitted.

Response 4:

A receiving water assessment does not need to be completed because the
aquatic life uses and criteria are already assigned for Segment 1250 (South Fork San
Gabriel River) in Appendix A of the Texas Surface Water Quality Standards. The Surface
Water Quality Monitoring Team at TCEQ performs stream assessments and manages
data from other agencies that perform stream assessment to determine if the assigned
uses of designated segments provided in Appendix A of the TSWQS is being met. If it is
determined that these uses are not being met, this is considered an impairment and
will be recorded in the Clean Water Act 303(d) list. Segment 1250 is not currently listed
on the 2020 303(d) list. This list can be found at
https://www.tceq.texas.gov/assets/public/waterquality/swgm/assess/20txir/2020_303d.pdf.
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Additionally, the Applicant has applied for a renewal of their existing permit. The draft
permit does not authorize an increase to the final phase permitted flow.

Comment 5:

Randall Rice is concerned that Liberty Hill is not using the best technology to
treat the wastewater.

Response 5:

Texas Water Code § 26.027, authorizes the TCEQ to issue permits for discharges
into water in the state. The Executive Director evaluates applications for wastewater
treatment plants based on the information provided in the application. The Executive
Director can recommend issuance or denial of an application based on whether the
application complies with the Texas Water Code and TCEQ regulations. There are
various technologies available to treat domestic wastewater. TCEQ’s rules do not
dictate which treatment technology must be used; rather the rules allow the permittee
to determine the technology best suited to its particular situation. Regardless of the
treatment technology the permittee chooses, it must meet the effluent limits in its
permit. According to its application, the City of Liberty Hill is currently using a 0.40
MGD Sequencing Batch Reactor (SBR) unit and a 0.80 MGD membrane bioreactor (MBR)
unit. For the Interim II and Final phases, the SBR unit will be decommissioned and will
be replaced by a new MBR unit. Additionally, before the City of Liberty Hill may begin
construction of the wastewater treatment unit, it must provide the plans and
specifications for the wastewater treatment unit to the Executive Director for review.!
The plans and specification review will ensure that the wastewater treatment unit is
designed in accordance with 30 TAC Chapter 217 and will be capable of meeting the
effluent limitations in the permit.

Comment 6:

Jared Kaspar commented that the Applicant should be subject to more stringent
monitoring and testing conducted by an independent third-party.

Response 6:

The self-monitoring frequency of measurement is set in the table found at 30
TAC § 319.9 (Figure: 30 TAC § 319.9(a)). The draft permit was developed in accordance
with this rule. A more frequent testing requirement would be placed in the draft
permit if any compliance issues arose at the facility. Based on the public comments
and review of self-reported effluent monitoring data, the monitoring frequencies for
the draft permit are set to five per week for CBOD;, TSS, NH;-N and total phosphorus.

! 30 TAC § 217.6; Draft permit, Page 35, Other Requirement No. 8.
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TCEQ’s rules prescribe the process permittees must use to collect and analyze
effluent monitoring samples.? The rules require that each effluent report shall have
appropriate signatures,® and the rules specify that any false statement on any report
may result in the imposition of criminal and/or civil penalties as provided by state
law.*

In response to Public Comments, the Executive Director has made the following
changes to the draft permit: 1) Effluent Monitoring Frequencies for CBOD5, TSS, NH3-
N, and total phosphorus has been changed from two/week to five/week; 2) Other
Requirements No. 2 - 5 have been added to require that the facility be operated by a
third party operator hired by the City of Liberty Hill; 3) Effluent Limitations for total
phosphorus have been made more stringent in the Interim I phase from 0.50 mg/1 to
0.15 mg/l1; 4) a new Interim I phase will be included as a compliance period in order to
meet the more stringent total phosphorus limits of 0.15 mg/I.

Comment 7:

Carol Hawkins, David Bunnell, Carolyn Ahrens, Stephanie Ryder Morris, Lorraine
Hoane (on behalf of Stephanie Ryder Morris), Larry Baugh, Don Cramer, Casey
Callahan, Patrick McNeeley, James Erickson, Thomas Moyer, Patricia Reed, Gerrie
Burgess, Jared Kaspar, Marc Johnson, Andrew and Elizabeth Engelke, Jeff and Tonya
Stemmons, Gerald Harkins, Louise Bunnell, Anthony Purcell, Mark Tummons, Frank
Tull, Randy Stilwell, and Michael Clifford expressed concerns about the potential clean-
up measurements that may be required for the river after the facility closes.

Response 7:

The water quality permitting process is limited to controlling the discharge of
pollutants into water in the state and protecting the water quality of the state’s rivers,
lakes, and coastal waters. TCEQ does not have the authority to deny a permit on the
basis of costly remediation. The draft permit contains conditions that the Applicant
must comply with that maintain and support existing uses for the river; thus, clean-up
measurements for the river following the facility closure should not be necessary.
Additionally, the antidegregation policy under 30 TAC § 307.5 and implemented in the
draft permit protects the maintenance of the existing water quality and river uses.
Furthermore, any violation of permit conditions, including those that adversely affect
the receiving stream, are subject to enforcment and potential corrective action.

However, the draft permit would not limit anyone’s ability to seek legal
remedies from the City of Liberty Hill regarding any potential trespass, nuisance, or
other cause of action in response to the proposed facility’s activities that may result in
injury to human health or property or interfere with the normal use and enjoyment of

*30 TAC 8§ 319.4-319.12.
*30 TAC § 305.128.
* 30 TAC §305.125(20).
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property. If you would like to file a complaint about the facility concerning its
compliance with provisions of its permit or with TCEQ rules, you may call the TCEQ
Environmental Complaints Hot Line at 1-888-777-3186 or the TCEQ Region 11 Office at
(512) 339-2929. Citizen complaints may also be filed on-line at
https://www.tceq.texas.gov/assets/public/compliance/monops/complaints/complaints.htiml

Comment 8:

Susan Harkins, Jeff Wiles, Michael Hovatter, Aaron Games, Carolyn Ahrens,
Louise Bunnell, Larry Baugh, Patrick McNeeley, David Bunnell, and Katherine Reid
expressed concerns with the low water flow in the river and concerns that the river
cannot support the current amount of discharge from the Liberty Hill facility. Michael
Hovatter questioned the sufficiency of the engineering study provided by the Applicant
and whether it considered the effects of low water and dry conditions in the
precipitants of nitrates and phosphorous fertilizers.

Response 8:

The potential impact of oxygen-demanding substances present in the proposed
discharge on instream dissolved oxygen levels is evaluated under hot and dry, low-flow
summertime conditions, which are typically the most restrictive conditions in regard to
dissolved oxygen levels. Critical low-flow, as defined in 30 TAC § 307.3(a)(17), is a
“low-flow condition that consists of the seven-day, two-year flow (7Q2),” which is the
lowest seven-day average stream flow with a recurrence interval of two years. The
TSWQS are applicable even during critical low-flow, therefore critical low-flow is
considered when evaluating the appropriate effluent limits for the proposed discharge.
In the case of the San Gabriel River watershed, low-flow seasonal/monthly dissolved
oxygen models have also been developed to evaluate the potential impact of this
discharge on dissolved oxygen levels throughout the year.

The effluent limitations in the draft permit will maintain and protect the
existing instream uses and comply with the TSWQS. The proposed draft permit
includes effluent limitations and monitoring requirements to ensure protection of
surface water quality, even during periods of low flow, according to TCEQ rules and
policies.

Comment 9:

Carol Hawkins, David Bunnell, Carolyn Ahrens, Stephanie Ryder Morris, Lorraine
Hoane (on behalf of Stephanie Ryder Morris), Larry Baugh, Don Cramer, Casey
Callahan, Patrick McNeeley, James Erickson, Thomas Moyer, Patricia Reed, Gerrie
Burgess, Jared Kaspar, Marc Johnson, Andrew and Elizabeth Engelke, Jeff and Tonya
Stemmons, Gerald Harkins, Louise Bunnell, Anthony Purcell, Mark Tummons, Frank
Tull, Randy Stilwell, and Michael Clifford expressed concerns about the facility’s
reliability.
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Gerald Harkins and Carol Hawkins suggest that warning signs be placed near
the river to warn people if the water is unsafe for swimming, and Elizabeth Engelke
suggested that Liberty Hill should notify homeowners if unintended discharge of solid
waste occurs.

Response 9:

The draft permit requires the City of Liberty Hill to take certain steps to
minimize the possibility of an accidental discharge of untreated wastewater or
wastewater treatment facility failure. For example, the City of Liberty Hill must
maintain adequate safeguards to prevent the discharge of untreated or inadequately
treated wastes during electrical power failures by means of alternate power sources,
standby generators, or retention of inadequately treated wastewater. In addition, the
plans and specifications for domestic sewage collection and treatment works
associated with any domestic permit must be approved by TCEQ.

All of these permit provisions are designed to help prevent unauthorized
discharges of raw or inadequately treated sewage. If an unauthorized discharge occurs,
the City of Liberty Hill will be required to report it to TCEQ within 24 hours. Finally,
the City of Liberty Hill is subject to potential enforcement action for failure to comply
with TCEQ rules or the permit. There is no rule that requires the City of Liberty Hill to
provide notification or signage regarding the effluent quality.

Comment 10:

Carolyn Ahrens, Elizabeth Engelke, Steve R Albarado, Kay Bordelon, Jon Ahrens,
Sarah Ward, Melissa Cook, David Ciambrone, Dan and Kelley Montgomery, Leigh
Boudreaux, Andrea Croak, Carrol Holley, Jeff and Tonya Stemmons, Gerald R. Harkins,
Susan Harkins, Marc Conselman, Anthony Purcell, Marc Truslow, and Jessica Jensen
expressed concerns that the discharge will be unsightly, odorous, and a nuisance.
Commenters also expressed concerns about the Applicant’s potential to trespass if the
discharge crosses onto their property line due to flooding or other causes.

Response 10:

All wastewater treatment facilities have the potential to generate odors. To
control and abate odors the TCEQ rules require domestic wastewater treatment
facilities to meet buffer zone requirements for the abatement and control of nuisance
odor according to 30 TAC § 309.13(e), which provides three options for applicants to
satisfy the nuisance odor abatement and control requirements. Applicants can comply
with the rule by 1) ownership of the buffer zone area; 2) restrictive easement from the
adjacent property owners for any part of the buffer zone not owned by applicants; or
3) providing nuisance odor control. According to the application, the City of Liberty
Hill intends to comply with the requirement to abate and control nuisance of odor by
locating the treatment units at least 150 feet from the nearest property line.
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TCEQ’s rules state that the issuance of the permit does not authorize any
injuries to persons or property, an invasion of other property rights, or any
infringement of state or local statutes or regulations.> TCEQ’s rules also state that the
issuance of a permit does not convey any property right or exclusive privilege.® The
permit incorporates those rules and does not limit the ability of an individual to seek
legal remedies against the City of Liberty Hill regarding any potential trespass,
nuisance, or other causes of action in response to activities that may result in injury to
human health or property or that may interfere with the normal use and enjoyment of
property.

Individuals are encouraged to report any concerns about nuisance odor issues
or any other suspected noncompliance with the terms of the permit or other
environmental regulation by contacting the TCEQ Region 11 office in Austin at
(512) 339-2929, or the statewide toll-free number at 1-888-777-3186. In addition,
complaints may be filed online: www.tceq.texas.gov/compliance/complaints. If the
Applicant fails to comply with all requirements of the permit, it may be subject to
enforcement action.

Comment 11:

Susan Harkins, David Bunnell, Mackenzie Wilson, Jeff Wiles, Amy Johnson (on
behalf of Stephanie Ryder Morris), Terry Cassady, Linda D Crossman, June Jenney, Jon
Ahrens, Carrol Holley, Jeff and Tonya Stemmons, Marc Conselman, Anthony Purcell,
Marc Truslow, Louise Bunnell, and Frank Tull expressed concerns that the wastewater
discharge in the river caused a decline in property values and will continue to do so if
the permit is renewed.

Elizabeth Engelke commented on the history of Williamson County and
expressed concern that the discharge into the river is diminishing the area’s reputation
and could stifle population growth.

Response 11:

The water quality permitting process is limited to controlling the discharge of
pollutants into water in the state and protecting the water quality of the state’s rivers,
lakes, and coastal waters. TCEQ does not have jurisdiction under the Texas Water Code
or its regulations to address or consider property values when determining whether to
approve or deny a permit application. The scope of the TCEQ’s regulatory jurisdiction
does not affect or limit the ability of a landowner to seek relief from a court in
response to activities that interfere with the landowner’s use and enjoyment of his or
her property.

* 30 TAC § 305.122(d).
° 30 TAC § 305.122(c).
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Comment 12:

Elizabeth Engelke requested clarification on the permit language regarding
accidental spills and discharges and questioned why the Applicant is not required to
record all accidents.

Response 12:

The requirement for the reporting of accidental spills and discharges will still be
reported monthly but only if they meet the following criteria: (1) has a volume of 1,000
gallons or less; (2) is not associated with another simultaneous accidental discharge or
spill of treated or untreated wastewater; (3) is controlled or removed before the
accidental discharge or spill enters water in the state or adversely affects a public or
private source of drinking water; and (4) is not otherwise subject to local regulatory
control and reporting requirements.’

For all other accidental spills and discharges that do not meet these criteria will
be reported within 24 hours of becoming aware of the noncompliance and be provided
orally or by fax. In addition, a written submission shall be provided within 5 working
days of becoming aware of the noncompliance.®

Comment 13:

Carol Hawkins, David Bunnell, Carolyn Ahrens, Stephanie Ryder Morris, Loraine
Hoane (on behalf of Stephanie Ryder Morris), Larry Baugh, Don Cramer, Casey
Callahan, Patrick McNeeley, James Erickson, Thomas Moyer, Patricia Reed, Gerrie
Burgess, Jared Kaspar, Marc Johnson, Andrew and Elizabeth Engelke, Jeff and Tonya
Stemmons, Gerald Harkins, Louise Bunnell, Anthony Purcell, Mark Tummons, Frank
Tull, Randy Stilwell, Jennifer Orr, and Michael Clifford expressed concerns about the
City of Liberty Hill’s past violations and compliance with the prior permit. Commenters
also stated concerns about the facility’s accident response management.

Response 13:

The Executive Director reviews compliance history for both applicants and sites
for the five-year period prior to the date the TCEQ receives the permit application. The
compliance history includes multimedia compliance-related components about the site
under review. These components include the following: enforcement orders, consent
decrees, court judgments, criminal convictions, chronic excessive emissions events,
investigations, notices of violations, audits and violations disclosed under the Audit
Act, environmental management systems, voluntary on-site compliance assessments,
voluntary pollution reduction programs and early compliance.

730 TAC § 305.132(b).
® MONITORING AND REPORTING REQUIREMENTS, 7(a), page 7 of the draft permit.
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The Executive Director reviewed the Applicant’s compliance history according to
the rules in 30 TAC Chapter 60; the City of Liberty Hill has a 17.29 rating. Therefore,
according to the classifications from 30 TAC Chapter 60, which are listed below, the
City of Liberty Hill is a satisfactory performer.

1. a high performer classification has a rating of fewer than 0.10 points
and is considered to have an above-satisfactory compliance record,

2. a satisfactory performer classification has a rating between 0.10 points
to 55 points and is considered to generally comply with environmental
regulations; or

3. an unsatisfactory performer classification has a rating above 55 points
and is considered to perform below minimal acceptable performance
standards established by the commission.

TCEQ issues permits that describe the conditions under which the wastewater
facility must operate. All facilities must be designed, operated, and maintained
consistent with applicable TCEQ rules. These provisions require that a facility is always
properly operated and maintained. The TCEQ’s Office of Compliance and Enforcement
ensures compliance with applicable state and federal regulations. Additional
mandatory investigations can be required if the facility is categorized as significant
noncompliance, which is determined by the Compliance Monitoring Section of the
TCEQ and is based on self-reported effluent violations.

The permit provisions are designed to help prevent unauthorized discharges of
raw sewage. If an unauthorized discharge occurs, the Applicant must notify the TCEQ
within 24 hours. The Applicant may be subject to enforcement action for failure to
comply with TCEQ rules or the permit. Complaints about the facility or suspected
incidents of noncompliance with the permit or TCEQ rules may also be reported to the
TCEQ Region 11 Office in Austin at (512) 339-2929 or 1-800-888-777-3186. Citizens
may also gather data to show that an applicant is not in compliance with the permit
terms. For more information on citizen collected evidence and to make a complaint,
please see www.tceq.texas.gov/compliance/complaints.

Comment 14:

Loraine Hoane, on behalf of Stephanie Ryder Morris, and Dwaynne Meuth
expressed concern about the increased amount of discharge the permit will allow.

Response 14:

The draft permit was developed in accordance with the TSWQS located in 30
TAC Chapter 307, which designates criteria for the protection of aquatic life and
human health and the environment, provided the Applicant operates and maintains
the facility according to TCEQ rules and the requirements in the draft permit. The
proposed discharge was evaluated in accordance with the IPs and was assigned permit
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limits that meet all applicable rules and that are designed to ensure that the discharge
will be protective of human health, aquatic and terrestrial life, and the environment.
The Applicant has applied for a renewal of their existing permit. The draft permit does
not authorize an increase to the final phase permitted flow.

In addition, the City of Liberty Hill has an approved Chapter 210 reuse
authorization that authorizes uses for irrigation that would reduce the amount of
effluent being discharge if the City of Liberty Hill were to use this authorization.

Comment 15:

Linda Crossman, Jeff Wiles, and Tiffany Barber expressed concerns about the
effects of the discharge to the water quality of nearby groundwater and whether the
water is safe for consumption or irrigation.

Response 15:

The TCEQ does not anticipate a reduction in groundwater quality as result of
the proposed discharge. The proposed discharge was assessed according to Water
Quality Division procedures, and it was determined that the permit, if complied with,
will be protective of surface water quality. The Executive Director determined that the
permit’s effluent limitations are consistent with the TSWQS and are therefore
protective of surface water quality, human health, and the environment. This level of
surface water protection will also ensure protection of groundwater quality and its
known uses.

As specified in the TSWQS, water in the state must be maintained to preclude
adverse toxic effects on aquatic life, terrestrial life, livestock, or domestic animals
resulting from contact, consumption of aquatic organisms, and consumption of water.
Water in the state must be maintained to preclude adverse toxic effects on human
health resulting from contact recreation, consumption of aquatic organisms, and
consumption of drinking water. Water Quality Segment No. 1250, which receives the
discharge from this facility, has designated uses of high aquatic life, public water
supply, and primary contact recreation. This recreation use has a bacteria limit
associated with it, which is the most protective of the recreational uses in the TSWQS.

The permit was drafted to be protective of surface water quality and the
Executive Director determined that if the permit is protective of surface water quality,
it will be protective of groundwater quality.

Comment 16:

Stephanie Ryder Morris, Melissa Cook, and Susan Harkins questioned whether
the City of Liberty Hill could find an alternative use for the treated wastewater rather
than discharging it into the river.
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Response 16:

TCEQ does not have the authority to mandate the method of disposal of treated
effluent if the applicant adheres to the rules and provisions under Texas Water Code,
Chapter 26.

However, the City of Liberty Hill has an approved Chapter 210 reuse
authorization that authorizes uses for irrigation that would reduce the amount of
effluent being discharge if the City of Liberty Hill were to use this authorization.

Comment 17:
The Executive Director received hearing requests from:

Susan Harkins, Louise Bunnell, Carolyn Ahrens, Stephanie Morris, Lorraine
Hoane (on behalf of Stephanie Morris), Amy Johnson (on behalf of Stephanie Morris),
Thomas Homorodi, Jon Ahrens, Jeff Wiles, Marc E Conselman, Jennifer Garza, Robyn
Rhinehart, Mark Tummons, Aaron Games, Jessica Jensen, Carol Hawkins, Sean C.
Connolly, Laurie Holden, Michael Pazienza, Robert James, David Bunnell, Lawann Tull,
Carrol Holley, Jeff and Tonya Stemmons, Bryan Moore, and Michael Clifford.

Response 17:

The Executive Director acknowledges the requests and will forward the
application and any requests for reconsideration or for a contested case hearing to the
TCEQ Commissioners for their consideration at a scheduled Commission meeting.

Comment 18:

Daniel Morris, Kate Ahrens, Michael Hovatter, Mark Tummons, Aaron Games,
Jessica Jensen, Randall Rice, Linda D Crossman, Sean C. Connolly, Scott Childress,
Noelle Brandaw, Alicia Miller, Sarah Ward, Jan Burgess, Marjorie Johnson, Stan
Schwartz, Carrol Holley, Anthony Purcell, Marc Truslow, Elizabeth Engelke, Daniel
Stitz, Mary Long, Susan Harkins, and Carolyn Ahrens, expressed concerns that the
discharge will negatively impact their use and enjoyment of the river for swimming or
other recreational activities.

Additionally, Carol Hawkins, Louise Bunnell, Stan Schwartz, Sean C. Connolly,
Jared Kaspar, Casey Callahan, David Bunnell, Patrick McNeeley, Alicia Miller, Tonya
Stemmons, Andrea Croak, Andrew and Elizabeth Engelke, Frank Tull, and Mary Long
expressed concerns that the water quality issues and discharges are negatively
impacting fish, wildlife, and the surrounding ecosystems. Mackenzie Wilson requested
that the Applicant provides additional research and information on the impacts of the
discharge to water quality and wildlife.
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Response 18:

As specified in the TSWQS, water in the state must be maintained to preclude
adverse toxic effects on aquatic life, terrestrial life, livestock, or domestic animals
resulting from contact, consumption of aquatic organisms, and consumption of water.
Water Quality Segment No. 1250, which receives the discharge from this facility, has
designated uses of high aquatic life, public water supply, and primary contact
recreation. This recreation use has a bacteria limit associated with it, which is the most
protective of the recreational uses in the TSWQS.

The Executive Director reviewed the application and determined that the
application complies with all requirements and that if operated according to the
approved permit conditions and regulatory requirements, the facility will not
negatively impact receiving water uses and will not pose an adverse risk to human
health or the environment. The Executive Director has determined that the draft
permit would be protective of the environment, including livestock and other
terrestrial wildlife.

Comment 19:

State Senator Charles Schwertner requested a public meeting.

Response 19:

The TCEQ held a virtual public meeting on August 17, 2020, where individuals
were allowed to share any comments or concerns related to this permit application,
which have been addressed in this response.

IIL. CHANGES MADE TO DRAFT PERMIT IN RESPONSE TO COMMENTS

In response to Public Comments, the Executive Director has made the following
changes to the draft permit: 1) Effluent Monitoring Frequencies for CBOD5, TSS, NH3-
N, and total phosphorus has been changed from two/week to five/week; 2) Other
Requirements No. 2 - 5 have been added to require that the facility be operated by a
third party operator hired by the City of Liberty Hill; 3) Effluent Limitations for total
phosphorus have been made more stringent in the Interim I phase from 0.50 mg/1 to
0.15 mg/1; 4) a new Interim I phase will be included as a compliance period in order to
meet the more stringent total phosphorus limits of 0.15 mg/I1.
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Respectfully submitted,

Texas Commission on Environmental
Quality

Toby Baker
Executive Director

Robert Martinez, Deputy Director
Environmental Law Division

£, 1

Bobby Salehi, Staff Attorney
Environmental Law Division
State Bar No. 24103912

P.O. Box 13087, MC 173
Austin, Texas 78711-3087
Phone: (512) 239-5930

Fax: (512) 239-0606

Jessie Spears, Staff Attorney
Environmental Law Division
State Bar No. 24121839
P.O.Box 13087, MC 173
Austin, Texas 78711-3087
Phone: (512) 239-5641

Fax: (512) 239-0606

REPRESENTING THE EXECUTIVE
DIRECTOR OF THE TEXAS COMMISSION
ON ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

I certify that on this day, the 15th of June 2021, the Executive Director’s

Response to Public Comments for Proposed Permit No. WQ0014477001 was filed with

the Texas Commission on Environmental Quality’s Office of the Chief Clerk.

Lo, L%

Bobby Salehi, Staff Attorney
Environmental Law Division
State Bar No. 24103912

P.O. Box 13087, MC 173
Austin, Texas 78711-3087
Phone (512) 239-5930

Fax: (512) 239-0606
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