Thaddeus Brewer

11910 New Sulphur Springs Rd
Adkans, TX 78101

Phone: 210.259.1407

Fax:  210.271.9141

January 16, 2014

Oflice of the Chief Clerk, MC 105 \Q

TCEQ
PO Box 13087 /‘/@‘Q

Austin, TX 78711-3087

e
Q; f":}/\%
e %

RE: SAWS Bed and Banks Application,

ABSOLUTELY NOT. I strongly urge the Texas Commission on Environmental Quality to reject any San
Antonio Water Systems application for "bed-and-banks” permit. The TCEQ is responsible for surface water,
which s a state owned resource and should not relinquish control of our state’s water resources to any interest,
which deems itself more adequately able to manage our precious resources than the democratically instiruted
authority already in place.

SAWS states that their interest in attempting to maintain ownership of water released into rivers, which
curtently makes it state property, is for the sake of boosting recreational and commercial opportunites and
protecting habitats and species along the Gulf, however these aspects of water use and regulation are already
well within the coatrol of the TCEQ. TCEQ does not have to relinquish state ownership of surface water in
order to address any "downstream" needs. TCEQ can regulate as needed to ensure recreational, commercial
and environmental concerns are addressed if such needs are deemed essential. This is 1o more evident than the
current Whooping Cranes ruling and TCEQ's ability to ensure more telease of freshwater into the bay system.
There is no agency more suited for the task of regulating our states precious water resources than the current
state agency in place to do so.

More over if ownership is relinquished to SAWS simply because they paid for pumping rights, how long is this
supposed ownership to last? Is it to be forever? Also, what about the tight of the entity who previously paid for
pumping rights of said water? It appeass to be a convoluted sloppy attempt to monopolize control of a state
resources. Will SAWS compensate the state for the obvious natural cleansing of their water which takes place in
the natural state ecosystem prior o re-pumping back to themselves for reuse, as they state.

Which brings up another concern. SAWS stares that they intend, at some point, to withdraw the water and sell it
or pump it back to San Antonio for reuse. What happens to the environmental concerns when SAWS asserts it's
rights to withdraw its water from the tivers, o bay or gulf? How will TCEQ ever be able to say they can't at
that point? Where does it end? If they discharge 50,000 acre feet into the rver and rerain ownership of it, then
they can theoretically continue this process uatil they own all water. It's a stretch I know, but it emphasizes the
preposterous nature of their proposal.

Do not let this happest. Do not ler the state's precious water resources become monopolized and fall under the
control of SAWS or any other entity looking to do so.

If you have any questions please do not hesitate to call me 210-259-1407

Yer mvr 2098






GriFFith & Brunw. ett it agacs

Surveying & Engineering, Inc.

September 9, 2021

Office of the Clerk, MC 105
Texas Commission on Environmental Quality
P.O. Box 13087

Austin, TX 78711-3087

Dear Mr. Baker:

<3 L3

This letter is written in support of the San Antonio Water System’s application no.f13098 teruse Et:

the bed and banks of streams in‘the San Antonio and Guadalupe River. basms o convey gro!
based return flows for subsequent diversion and use.

i take a greater mte est
lived on Blackjack Penmsuia (wh!ch_... nowthe: Natsonai thdllfe Refuge) and ranched the sout 1500
acres of Matagorda Is!and ffom 1878 until around 1930. This area, as you are aware is’ the w;'nter home
of whoopmg cra 188 That alone is reason enough to protect our bays : :

Please onsnder the reqguest from SAWS to use the bed and banks to heip preserve outcoastal
bays. S SR : S

Sincerely,

Cou nty Su rveyor of Aransas County

£7:361-729-6479
B5:361-729-7933
& www.gbsurveyor.com
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elisa Scit

From: PUBCOMMENT-OCC

Sent: Thursday, September 16, 2021 2:53 PM

To: PUBCOMMENT-OCC2; PUBCOMMENT-OPIC; PUBCOMMENT-ELD: PUBCOMMENT-
WWW-WRAS

Subject: FW: Public comment on Permit Number WRPERM 13098

From: megconner01@gmail.com <megconneri@gmail.com>
Sent: Wednesday, September 15, 2021 8:55 PM

To: PUBCOMMENT-OCC <PUBCOMMENT-OCC@tceq.texas.gov>
Subject: Public comment on Permit Number WRPERM 13098
REGULATED ENTY NAME WRPERM 13098

RN NUMBER: RN107107526

PERMIT NUMBER: WRPERM 13098

DOCKET NUMBER:

COUNTY: BEXAR, CALHOUN, GOLIAD, KARNES, REFUGIO, VICTORIA, WILSON
PRINCIPAL NAME: SAN ANTONIO WATER SYSTEM

CN NUMBER: CN600529069

FROM

NAME: Meg Conner

E-MAIL: megconnerl @Gmail.com

COMPANY:

ADDRESS: 811 WASHINGTON ST
CASTROVILLE TX 78009-3833

PHONE: 2103323395
FAX:
COMMENTS: | am in SUPPORT of the draft permit 13098 to authorize groundwater based discharges by San Antonio

Water System for instream uses. Optimizing these water resources can benefit the econamy and the environment for
our entire region. Thank you for the opportunity to register these comments. Meg Conner



Melissa Schmidt

From: PUBCOMMENT-OCC

Sent: Monday, September 13, 2021 7:19 AM

To: PUBCOMMENT-WWW-WRAS; PUBCOMMENT-ELD; PUBCOMMENT-OCC2;
PUBCOMMENT-CPIC

Subject: FW: Public comment on Permit Number WRPERM 13098

From: mollyc186@gmail.com <mollyc186@gmail.com>

Sent: Sunday, September 12, 2021 2:31 PM

To: PUBCOMMENT-OCC <PU BCOMMENT-OCC@YCEq.tean.gOV>
Subject: Public comment on Permit Number WRPERM 13098
REGULATED ENTY NAME WRPERM 13098

RN NUMBER: RN107107526

PERMIT NUMBER: WRPERM 13098

DOCKET NUMBER:

COUNTY: BEXAR, CALHOUN, GOLIAD, KARNES, REFUGIQ, VICTORIA, WILSON
PRINCIPAL NAME: SAN ANTONIO WATER SYSTEM

CN NUMBER: CN600529069

FROM

NAME: Molly Conner

E-MAIL: molivcl86@gmail.com

COMPANY:

ADDRESS: 186 E ELMVIEW PL
SAN ANTONIO TX 78209-3806

PHONE: 2108619738
FAX:
COMMENTS: | strongly support issuance of SAWS draft permit 13098. It is important that San Antonio be authorized to

control its groundwater-based discharges for instream uses, and there will be economic and environmental benefits to
the entire region.



Meiisa Scmidt

From: PUBCOMMENT-OCC

Sent; Monday, September 20, 2021 10:06 AM

To: PUBCOMMENT-OCC2; PUBCOMMENT-OPIC; PUBCOMMENT-ELD; PUBCOMMENT-
WWW-WRAS

Subject: FW: Public comment on Permit Number WRPERM 13098

From: patrickconner01 @gmail.com <patrickconner01@gmail.com>
Sent: Friday, September 17, 2021 3:02 PM

To: PUBCOMMENT-0CC <PUBCOMMENT~OCC@tceq.texas.gov>
Subject: Public comment on Permit Number WRPERM 13098
REGULATED ENTY NAME WRPERM 13098

RN NUMBER: RN107107526

PERMIT NUMBER: WRPERM 13098

DOCKET NUMBER:

COUNTY: BEXAR, CALHOUN, GOLIAD, KARNES, REFUGIQ, VICTORIA, WILSON
PRINCIPAL NAME: SAN ANTONIO WATER SYSTEM

CN NUMBER: CN600529069

FROM

NAME: Patrick Conner

E-MAIL: patrickconner01@email.com

COMPANY:

ADDRESS: 811 WASHINGTON ST
CASTROVILLE TX 78009-3833

PHONE: 3618157884
FAX:

COMMENTS: To Whom it May Concern, | strongly support issuance of SAWS draft permit WRPERM 13098. By
implementing 'Best Management Practices’ in water resources, such as the draft permit WRPERM 13098, SAWS
continues its feadership in economic development throughout the San Antonio River Basin area. It is very important that
5an Antenio be authorized to control its groundwater-based discharges for in-stream uses. This permit will generate

1




nefits for the entire region. Thank yo& or your cansideration for your

significant economic and environmeicat be
RPERM 13098. Best Regards, Patrick Conner, Chair, Parks and Recreation

approval and to issue SAWS draft permit W
Advisory Board, City of Castroville, TX



Mliss Schmid

From: PUBCOMMENT-QCC
Sent: Thursday, September 9, 2021 3:00 PM
To: PUBCOMMENT-WWW-WRAS; PUBCOMMENT-ELD; PUBCOMMENT-OCC2;

PUBCOMMENT-OPIC

Subject: FW: Public comment on Permit Number WRPERM 13098

From: Reneedavis2005@yahoo.com <Reneedavis2005@yahoo.com>
Sent: Thursday, September 9, 2021 1:59 PM

To: PUBCOMMENT-0OCC <PUBCOMMENT-OCC@tceq.texas.gov>
Subject: Public comment on Permit Number WRPERM 13098
REGULATED ENTY NAME WRPERM 13098

RN NUMBER: RN107107526

PERMIT NUMBER: WRPERM 13098

DOCKET NUMBER:

COUNTY: BEXAR, CALHOUN, GOLIAD, KARNES, REFUGIO, VICTORIA, WILSON
PRINCIPAL NAME: SAN ANTONIO WATER SYSTEM

CN NUMBER: CN600529069

FROM

NAME: Vyrl R Davis

E-MAIL: Reneedavis2005@vahoo.com

COMPANY:

ADDRESS: 8727 WALES RESERVE
SAN ANTONIO TX 78255-3371

PHONE: 2814358443

FAX:

COMMENTS: | support this permit. It will benefit economic and environmental goals in our area. Please grant this.



Iissa Shmit -~

From: PUBCOMMENT-OCC

Sent: Thursday, September 16, 2021 2:49 PM

To: PUBCOMMENT-OCC2; PUBCOMMENT-OPIC; PUBCOMMENT-ELD; PUBCOMMENT-
WWW-WRAS

Subject: FW: Public comment on Permit Number WRPERM 13098

Attachments: SABP LOS for SAWS Bed and Banks Authorization 9-16-21.pdf

From: jdodson27@gmail.com <jdodson27@gmail.com>

Sent: Thursday, September 16, 2021 9:15 AM

To: PUBCOMMENT-OCC <PUBCOMMENT-OCC@tceq.texas.gov>
Subject: Public comment on Permit Number WRPERM 13098
REGULATED ENTY NAME WRPERM 13098

RN NUMBER: RN107107526

PERMIT NUMBER: WRPERM 13098

DOCKET NUMBER:

COUNTY: BEXAR, CALHOUN, GOLIAD, KARNES, REFUGIO, VICTORIA, WILSON
PRINCIPAL NAME: SAN ANTONIO WATER SYSTEM

TN NUMBER: CN600529069

FROM

NAME: James A Dodson

E-MAIL: jdodson27 @gmail.com

COMPANY: San Antonio Bay Partnership

ADDRESS: 410 N VINE ST
VICTORIA TX 77901-6430

PHONE: 3616491518
FAX:

COMMENTS: Please accept the attached Letter of Support from the San Antonio Bay Partnership.



410 N. Vine St.
Victoria, TX 77901

September 16, 2021

Office of the Clerk, MC 105

Texas Commission on Environmental Quality
P.O. Box 13087

Austin, TX 78711-3087

Dear Mr, Bakes:

This letter is in support of the San Antonio Water System’s Application No. 13098 to use the bed and
banks of streams in the San Antonio and Guadalupe River basins to convey groundwater-based return
flows for subsequent diversion and use.

Each year, SAWS will release at least 50,000 acre-feet of highly treated, high-quality return flows from
SAWS’ Dos Rios Wastewater Treatment Plant into the San Antonio River. These return flows ultimately
flow into San Antonio Bay on the Texas coast, less natural losses along the way. These permitted return
flows will be dedicated for instream uses to support strategies developed by the SB3/HB3 San
Antonio/Guadalupe Bay and Basin Area Stakeholder Committee (BBASC} for the attainment of TCEG
Instream Flow Standards and Bay and Estuary Freshwater Inflow Standards.

The San Antonio Bay Partnership has long supported, and advocated for, protecting these return flows,
which otherwise could be used for consumptive purposes within the SAWS service area. The dedication
and protection of these return flows helps to assure the maintenance of both adequate instream flows
in the San Antonio River and freshwater inflows for the San Antonio Bay/Guadalupe Estuary System.
Once dedicated, opportunities exist to further enhance their value to the bay, particularly during
drought. These return flows are also of importance to landowners and communities along the San
Antonio River and within the Sar Antonio Bay/Guadalupe Estuary System as they provide
environmental, recreational, and economic benefits.

This bed and banks permit application and commitment of water from SAWS is a bold and innovative
step in establishing a means to protect ecosystems and the economies that rely on them. We hope it
will be a model for future programs to provide adequate freshwater inflows to the San Antonio
Bay/Guadalupe Estuary System and other Texas estuaries.

We strongly support the approval of SAWS' Bed and Banks authorization request.

Thank you,

Alfan R. Berger
Chair, San Antonio Bay Partnership Board of Directors

CC: {see next page)




SABP Letter to TNRCC in Support of SAWS Bed and Banks Permit Application, Pg. 2

cC
e Mr. Toby Baker, Executive Director MC 118, TCEQ, P.O. Box 13087, Austin, TX 78711-3087
« Mr. Ramiro Garcia, Deputy Executive Director MC 118, TCEQ,, P.O. Box 13087, Austin, TX78711-

3087
« Ms. U'Oreal Stepney, P.E., Deputy Executive Director MC 118, TCEQ,, P.O. Box 13087, Austin, TX

78711-3087
e Donovan Burton, SAWS, P.O. Box 2449, San Antonio, TX 78298
¢ Dan Crowley, SAWS, P.O. Box 2449, San Antonio, TX 78298



Melissa Schmidt

From: PUBCOMMENT-OCC

Sent: Monday, September 20, 2021 10:07 AM

To: PUBCOMMENT-OCCZ: PUBCOMMENT-QPIC PUBCOMMENT-ELD; PUBCOMMENT-
WWW-WRAS

Subject: FW: Public comment on Permit Number WRPERM 13098

Attachments: 13098_Resolutions_submitted_2021091 7.pdf

From: Gregg.Eckhardt@saws.org <Gregg.Eckhardt@saws.org>
Sent: Friday, September 17, 2021 3:48 PM

To: PUBCOMMENT-OCC <PUBCOMMENT-OCC@tceq.texas.gov>
Subject: Public comment on Permit Number WRPERM 13098
REGULATED ENTY NAME WRPERM 13098

RN NUMBER: RN107107526

PERMIT NUMBER: WRPERM 13098

DOCKET NUMBER:

COUNTY: BEXAR, CALHOUN, GOLIAD, KARNES, REFUGIO, VICTORIA, WILSON
PRINCIPAL NAME: SAN ANTONIO WATER SYSTEM

CN NUMBER: CN600529069

FROM

NAME: Gregg Eckhardt

E-MAIL: Gregg.Eckhardt@saws.org

COMPANY: San Antonio Water System

ADDRESS: 2800 US HIGHWAY 281 N
SAN ANTONIO TX 78212-3106

PHONE: 2102333423
FAX:

COMMENTS: Please find attached 17 Resolutions of Support from regional stakeholders for SAWS Application 13098.



September 16, 2021

Jennifer Windscheffel, Corporate Counsel
San Antonio Water System

2800 U.S. Hwy 281 North

P. O. Box 2449

San Antonio, TX 78298-2449

Office of the Chief Clerk

MC 105, TCEQ

P.O. Box 13087,

Austin, TX 78711-3087

RE: Resolutions in Support of SAWS WRPERM Application 13098

TCEQ Chief Clerk:

Please find attached 17 Resolutions of Support for SAWS Application 13098 for a Permit To Convey and

Reuse Privately Owned Groundwater Based Return Flows,

We believe these Resolutions reflect broad regional support for SAWS application and draft permit.
These Resolutions were obtained by SAWS between July 13, 2015 and July 28, 2016, in the time before

and after SAWS application was declared Administratively Complete on May 9, 2016.

Resolutions of Support were provided by:

Aransas County Commissioner’s COUt......ovuiiieieeeereieeeeeeee oo rerereenne 7/13/2015
Rockport City Council ..ottt 7/14/2015
Rockport-Fulton Chamber of Commerce ......oovveeeccviieiici, 712172015
City Council of Goliad ..o 7/28/2015
Mayor and Town Council of Bayside ...........ooovveeeciiiieceeceeeeeeeees e, 8/1172015
City Council of Aransas Pass. ... i eeeer s nes e, 9/8/2015
San Antonio River Authority Board of Directors ..ocooovvveveevvciecervrrerernn. 9/16/2015
Town Council of FUlton ....cooovimieeeee e 10/6/2015
Goliad County Commissioner’s COUM....voiiiiiiiceeeeeeeeseeescvseese e 12/14/2015
City of Inleside ...t 2/9/2016
Wilson County Commissioner’s COurt.... ... oo ceoeeorersesessann, 3/16/2016
San Patricio County Commissioner’s COUrt .......coooovvoieoreeieeseeeeseeenen. 3/28/2016
City OF Karmes CILY c.ooeveareirniieei e s eee e aeee e r e 4/26/2015
City 0f 1.8 VEImMia .o oot 5/1272016
San Patricio County Economic Development Corporation ..........ccovevvevn.e. 512372016
CHty OF RUNEZE ..ottt 572472016
City Of FIOresvIlle ooovii ettt 7/28/2016




Sincerely,

Jerior Wihalileo

Jennifer Windscheffel, Corporate Counsel
210.233.2067
Jennifer. Windscheffel@saws.org

IW:g
Attachment:
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THE STATE OF TEXAS

§
§ COMMISSIONERS’ COURT
COUNTY OF ARANSAS §

RESOLUTION #

-11-2015

WHEREAS, Aransas Counly is home to the Aransas National Wildlife Refuge and winter habitat for the endangered
Whooping Crane: and

WHEREAS, the health of San Antonio Bay, its estuarics, and the fisheries they support are of critical importance o the
survival and recovery of the Whooping Crane and the vitality of the recreational and tourism interest in the coastal ares and
are heavily dependent upon adequate freshwater inflow fom the San Antonio and Guadalupe Rivers; and

WHEREAS, the economy of Aransas County and the livelihood of many of its residents are dependent upon tourisin,
recreation, navigation, fisheries, parks, aesthetics, and aquatic and riparian wildlife habitat that are in turn dependent upon
the bealth of the San Antonio Bay ecosystem: and

WHEREAS, the Texas Instream Flow Program and Environmental Flows Program were established by the Texas
Legislature to defermine flows necessary for a sound environment in the state’s major rivers, bays and estuaries, and studies
conducted pursuant o these programs recommended flow regimes necessary to maintain the health of the San
Antonio/Guadalupe River System and the San Antonio Bay at 30 T4C £298.350-390; and

WHEREAS, the Texas Legislature and the commiftes created to study envirommnental flow needs of the San
Antonio/Guadalupe River System have encouraged voluntary efforis to provide fresh water to meet these flow standards;
nd ol

WHEREAS, the City of San Antonio, acting by and through its San Antonic Water System (San Antonio), currently freats
te Type 1 reclaimed water standards prior to direct reuse or discharge to the San Antonio River and its tribuiaries an average
of approximately 140,000 acre-fect of wastewater effluent per year; and this amount may grow in the future depending on
the growth of San Antonio's population and the success of its future water conservation afforts; and

WHEREAS, greater than 90% of this reclaimed water is currently derived from San Amtonio’s privately-owned
groundwater, and, prior to discharge, this reclaimed water is a valuable asset of San Antonio that has been treated at a cost
to San Antonio taxpayers currently in excess of $24 million per vear; and

WHEREAS, Texas law would allow San Antonio to directly reuse this reclaimed water within its water distribution system
without discharge into the river, and San Antonio has already constructed one of the nation’s largest purple pipe systems for
the direct reuse of up to 35,000 acre-fect per vear, and that direct reuse system could be expanded if necessary to protect San
Antonia’s ownership of this valuable asset;

WHEREAS, San Antonio currently reuses up to 50,000 acre-feet of its reclaimed water to operate is electric generation
facilities; and

WHEREAS, Texas law also provides that the reclaimed water, unless authorized for reuse, hecomes the property of the
State of Texas upon discharge into the river and thereafter subject to removal from the river and use by others prior to
reaching San Antonio Bay to the extent permitied by the State throush water rights permits issued by the Texas Commission



on Buvironmental Quality (TCEQ), and San Antonio has filed an application to TCEQ (the Applicationy for authorization
under Texas Water Code Section 11.042¢b) to use the bed and banks of the San Antonio and Guadalupe Rivers to transport,
divert and reuse 50,000 acre-feet of the City’s groundwater-based reclaimed water solely for instream use as defined in 30
TAC 297.1(25); and

WHEREAS, instream usc is a beneficial use of water and includes navigation, recreation, hydropower, fisheries, game
preserves, stock raising, park purposes, aesthetics, water quality protection, aquatic and riparian wildlife habitat, freshwater
inflows for bays and estuaries, and any other insiream use recognized by law; and

WHEREAS, the Application also seeks authorization for any future prowth in volume of the City’s groundwater-based
reclaimed water for municipal, agricultural, industrial, mining and instream use, and it currently designates a single
diversion point for both current and future discharges of reclaimed water near the mouth of the Guadalupe River at San
Antonio Bay and recognizes that afier the authorization is granted, future diversion points may be sought by amendment;
and

WHEREAS, San Antonio is currently engaged in discussions with landowners in Refugio County regarding construction of
a diversion facility and subsequent reuse of 2 minimum of 50,000 acre-feet of the reclaimed water measured at the point of
discharge in a manner consistent with state law that will also help maintain instream uses and freshwater inflows to San
Antonio Bay and its estuaries;

WHEREAS, Aransas County believes that the Application is a constmuctive voluntary effort to prudently manage San
Antonio’s valuable reclaimed water for the mutual benefit of San Antonio and downstream interests, and Aransas County
desires to express its support for the Application.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE COMMISSIONERS' COURT OF ARANSAS COUNTY,
TEXAS, AS FOLLOWS:

1. Aransas County, Texas, hereby supports the pending Application No. 13098 of the San Antonio Water System to the
Texas Commission on Environmental Quality for a Bed and Banks Autherization.

2. The County Judge of Aransas County is hercby directed to communicate this Resolution to the Texas Commission on

Environmental Quality and is authorized to take such other action as he deems appropriate in furtherance of this
Resolution.

RESOLVED, PASSED AND APPROVED in Commissioners’ Cf/n;rt of Aransas County on the 13* day of July 2015.

T 1. “BURT> FILLS, 4R., Gounty Jugge

- ,, N

j
f [freee g~ N ‘\%,\\\\ N
A S@ﬁLIWm:S?@MI Pct. 2
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JACK CHANEY, Coninissioner P/c}:Vl LESLIE

‘CHARLES SMITH, Commissioner Pot. 3 BETTY S’I@ESfmmissicner Pct. 4
ATTEST:

T e A Ao

YVALERIE K. AMASON, County Clerk




RESOLUTION NO, 2015-760
Resolution of the City Council of City of Aransas Pass, Texas

Whereas, Aransas County is home to the Aransas National Wiidlife Refuge and winter habitat for
the endangered Whooping Crane; and

Whereas, the health of San Antonio Bay, its estuaries, and the {isheries they support are of critical
importance to the survival and recovery of the Whooping Crane and the vitality of the recreational
and tourism interests in the coastal area; and '

Whereas, the health of San Antonio Bay and related estuaries are heavi ly dependent upon adequate
freshwater inflow from the San Anfouio and Guadalupe Rivers; and

Whereas, the economy of Aransas County and the livelihood of many of its residents are dependent
upon tourism, recreation, navigation, fisheries, parks, aesthetics, and aquatic and ri parian wildlife
habitat that are inr turn dependent upon the health of the San Antonio Bay ecosystem; and

Whereas, the Texas Instream Flow Program and Environmental Flows Prograr were established
by the Texas Legislature to determine flows necessary for a sound environment in the state’s major
rivers, bays and estuaries; and

Whereas, studies conducted pursuant to these programs recomnmended flow regimes necessary to
maintain the health of the San Antonio/Guadalupe River System and the San Antonio Bay; and

Whereas, the State has adopted Environmental Flow Standards for Surface Water in the San
Antonio/Guadalupe River System and the San Antonio Bay at 30 TAC §298.350-390: and

Whereas, the Texas Legislature and the commitice created to study environmental flow needs of
the San Antonio/Guadalupe River system have encouraged voluntary efforts to provide fresh water
to meet these flow standards; and

Whereas, the City of San Antonio, acting by and through its San Antonic Water System (San
Antonio), currently treats to Type 1 reclaimed water standards prior to direct reuse or discharge to
the San Antonic River and its tributaries an average of approximately 140,000 acre-feet of
wastewaler cfftuent per year: and

Whereas, this amount may grow in the future depending on the growth of San Antonio’s popuiation
and the success of its future water conservation efforis; and

Whereas, greater than 90% of this reclaimed water is currently derived from San Antonio’s
privately-owned groundwater; and

Whercas, prior to discharge, this reclaimed water is a valuable asset of San Amtonio that has been
treated at a cost to San Antonio residents currently in excess of §24 million per year; and




Whereas, Texas law would allow San Antonio to directly reuse this reclatmed water within its
water distribution system without discharge into the river; and

Whereas, San Antonio has already constructed one of the nation’s largest purple pipe systems for
the direct rense of up to 35,000 acre-feet per year; and

Whereas, that direct reuse systemn could by expanded if necessary to proiect San Antonio’s
ownership of this valuable asset; and

Whereas, San Antonio currently reuses up to 30,000 acre-feet per year of its reclaimed water to
operate its electric generation facilities; and

Whereas, Texas law also provides that the reclaimed water, unless authorized for reuse, becomes
the property of the State of Texas upon discharge into the river and thereafter subject to rermoval
from the river and use by others prior to reaching San Antonio Bay to the extent permitted by the

State through water rights permits issued by the Texas Commission on Environmental Quality
(TCEQY); and

Whereas, San Antonio has filed an application to TCEQ {the Application) for authorization under
Texas Water Code Section 11.042 (b) to use the bed and banks of the San Antonio and Guadalupe
Rivers to transport, divert and reuse 50,000 acre-feet of the City’s groundwater-based reclaimed
water solely for instream use as defined in 30 TAC 297.1(25); and

Whereas, instream use is a beneficial use of water and includes navigation, recreation, hydropower,
fisheries, game preserves, stock raising, park purposes, aesthetics, water quality protection, aquatic
and riparian wildlife habitat, freshwater inflows for bays and estuarics, and any other instream usc
recognized by law; and

Whereas, the Application also secks authorization for any future prowth in volume of the City’s
groundwater-based reclaimed water for municipal, agricultural, industrial, mining and instream
use; and

Whereas, the Application currently designates a single diversion point for both current and {uture
discharges of reclaimed waler near the mouth of the Guadalupe River at San Antonio Bay, and
recognizes that after the authorization is granted future diversion points may be sought by
amendment; and

Whereas, San Antonio is currently engaged in discussions with landowners in Refugio County
regarding construction of & diversion facility and subsequent reuse of a minimum of 50,000 acre-
feet of the reclaimed water measured at the point of discharge in a manner consistent with state
faw that will also help maintain instream uses and freshwater inflows to San Anionio Bay and its
estuaries; and

Whereas, the {Governing Body] believes that the Application is a constructive voluntary efforl to
prudently manage San Antonio’s valuable reclaimed water for the mutual benefit of San Antonio
and downstream interests: and

b2



Whereas, the City Council desires to eXpress its support for the Application;
NOW THEREFORE be it resolved by the City Council of City of Aransas Pass, Texas, as follows:
I City of Aransas Pass, Texas, hereby supports the pending Application Ne. 13098 of the

San Antonio Water System to the Texas Commission on Environmental Quality for a Bed
and Banks Authorization,

e

The City Manager of City of Aransas is hereby directed to communicate this Resolution to
the Texas Commission on Environmental Quality and is authorized to take such other
action as he deems appropriate in furtherance of this Resolution.

PASSED AND APPROVED ON THE 5 day of %ﬁwﬁ o ,2015.
ATTEST:

Mary Juaree” 7 4
Interim City Secretary

Adan Chipa
Mayor

L%}



RESOLUTION NO. 2015-07-04

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY OF GOLIAD, TEXAS ELECTING TO EXPRESS ITS SUPPORT
FOR THE APPLICATION;

WHEREAS the Aransas National Wildlife Refuge is located on the San Antonio Bay and is the
winter home for the endangered Whooping Crane; and

WHEREAS health of San Antonio Bay and its estuaries are of critical impertance to the survival
and recovery of the Whooping Crane; and

WHEREAS the health of San Antonio Bay and related estuaries are heavily dependent upon
adequate freshwater inflow from the San Antonio and Guadalupe Rivers; and

WHEREAS, the Texas Instream Flow Program and Environmental Flows Program (the
“Programs”) were established by the Texas Legislature to determine flows necessary for a
sound environment in the state’s major rivers, bays and estuaries; and

WHEREAS, studies conducted pursuant to these Programs recommended flow regimes
necessary to maintain the health of San Antonio/Guadalupe River System and the San Antonio
Bay and the State has adopted Environmental Flow Standards for Surface Water in the San
Antonio/Guadalupe River System and the 5an Antonio Bay at 30 Texas Administrative Code
§298.350-390; and

WHEREAS, the Texas Legislature and the committee created to study environmental flow needs
of the San Antonio/Guadalupe River System have encouraged voluntary efforts to provide fresh
to meet these flow standards; and

WHEREAS, the City of San Antonio, acting by and through its San Antonio Water System
(SAWS), currently treats to Type 1 reclaimed water standards prior to direct reuse or discharge
+o the San Antonio River and its tributaries an average of approximately 140,000 acre-feet of
wastewater effiuent per year; and

WHEREAS, the Guadalupe-Blanco River Authority desires to capture 50,000 acre-feet of SAWS
effluent discharged into the 5an Antonio River that would otherwise reach the San Antonio Bay
and SAWS desires to ensure that the water not be diverted and sold to non-permit holders by
the Guadalupe-Blanco River Authority; and

WHEREAS, SAWS, in order to protect the water it has discharged, is applying for a Bed and
Banks Authorization with TCEQ and desires assistance with this process; and

WHEREAS, the City of Goliad believes that SAWS has taken 2 positive step to guarantee the
vitally needed freshwater inflows to our bays and estuaries for the mutual benefit of all
downstream interests and the citizens of Goliad; and



WHEREAS, the City of Goliad desires to express Its support for the actions of SAWS and its
application to use the Bed and Banks of the San Antonio River and Guadalupe River to
transport, divert and reuse 50,000 acre-feet of groundwater based reclaimed water solely for
instream use as defined by relevant statutes:

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF GOLIAD, TEXAS
THAT:

Section 1. Findings of Fact. All of the above premises and recitations are found to be true and
correct and are incorporated into the body of this Resolution as findings of fact, as if copied
herein in their entirely.

Section 2. Support, The Mayor, with the support of the City Council, hereby proclaim support
for the San Antonio Water System application for Bed and Banks Authgorization to ensure the
continued flow of 50,000 acre-feet of groundwater to be used for the Programs recommended
flow regimes necessary to maintain the health of San Antonio/Guadalupe River System and the
San Antonio Bay and its estuaries,

PASSED AND APPROVED AND ADOPTED this the 28t day of July, 2015,

CITY OF GOLIAD, TEXAS

Ao D i

Anna Machacek, Mavyor

ATTEST:

Rué/h Villanueva, City Secretary




Resolution 2016-008 of the City Council of Floresville, Texas

Whereas, Aransas County is home to the Aransas National Wildlife Refge and winter
habitat for the endangered Whooping Crane; and

Whereas, the health of San Anfonio Bay, its estuaries, and the fisheries they support are of
eritical importance fo the survivaland recovery of the Whooping Cranc and the vitality of the
recreational and tourism inferests in the coastal aves; and

Whereas, the heaith of San Antoric Bay and reluted estuacies are heavily dependent apon
adequate freshwater inflow from the San Antonio and Guadalupe Rivers; and

Whereas, the economy of Aransas County and the livelihood of many of ifs regidonts are
dependent upon tourism, recreation, navigation, fisherics, parks, acsthetics, and aquatic and
riparian wildlife habitat that are in turn dependent upon the Henlth of the San Agtonio Bay
censystemn; and

Whereas, the Texas Tostream Flow Program and Environmental Flows Program were
established by the Texes Legistalure 1o determine flows necessary for a sonnd envireument in
the state’s major rivers, bays and estuaries; and

Whereas, studies conducted pursuant to these programs recormended Row regimes
necessary to maintzin the health of the San Anionio/Guadalupe River System and the San
Antonio Bay; and

Whereas, the State has adopted Fnvironmental Flow Standards for Surface Water in the San
Antonio/Guadatupe River System and the San Antonio Bay at 30 TAC §298.350-390; and

‘Whereas, the Texas Legislatue and the commities created {o study environmental flow
needs of the San Antenin/Guadalupe River syslem have encouraged voluntary effords to
provide [resh waler o meet these flow standards; and

Whereas, the City of Szn Antonio, acting by and thraugh ifs San Antonio Water Sysicm
(San Auionio}, currenily lreals to Type 1 reclatimed waler standards prior fo direel reuse or
discharge to the San Antonio River and its wibuteries an average of approximately 140,000
acre-feet of wastewaler effluent per year; and

Whereas, this amounnt way grow in the futare depending on the prowth of San Antonio’s
popatation and the suceess ol s futire water conservation efforts; and



Whereas, greater than 90% of this reclaimed water is currently derived from San Antonio’s
privately-owned groundwater; and

Whereas, prior to discharge, this reclaimed water is 2 valuable asset of San Antonio that has
been treated at a cost to San Antonio residents cuxrently in excess of $24 million per year; and

Whereas, Texas law would allow San Amntonio to directly reuse this reclaimed water within
its water distribution system without discharge into the river; and

Whereas, San Antonio has already constructed one of the nation’s largest purple pipe
systems for the direct reuse of up to 35,000 acre-foet per year; and

Whereas, that direct reuse systern could by expanded if necessary to protect San Antonio’s
ownership of this valuable asset; and

Whereas, San Antonio currently reuses up to 50,000 acre-feet per year of its reclaimed
water to operafe its electric generation facilities; and

Whereas, Texas law also provides that the reclaimed water, unless authorized for reuse,
becomes the property of the State of Texas upon discharge into the river and thereafier subject
to removal from the river and use by others prior to reaching San Antonio Bay to the extent
permiited by the State through water righis permits issued by the Texas Commission on

Environmental Quality (TCEQ); and '

Whereas, San Antonio has fled an application to TCEQ (the Application) for authorization
under Texas Water Code Section 11.042 (D) to use the bed and banks of the San Antonio and
Guadalupe Rivers to transport, divert and reuse 5 0,000 acre-feet of the City’s groundwater-
based reclaimed water solely for instream use as defined in 30 TAC 287.1(25); and

Whereas, instream use is a beneficial use of water and inclndes navigation, recreation,
hydropower, fisheries, game preserves, stock raising, park purposes, aesthetics, water quality
protection, aquatic and riparian wildlife habitat, freshwater inflows for bays and estuaries, and

any other instream use recognized by law; and

Whereas, the Application also seeks authorization for any future growth in volume of the
City’s groundwater-based reclaimed water for muriicipal, agricultural, industrial, mining and

instream use; and

Whereas, the Application currently designates a single diversion point for both current and
future discharges of reclaimed water near the mouth of the Guadalupe River at San Antonio
Bay, and recognizes that after the authorization is granted future diversion points may be

sought by amendment; and




Whereas, San Antonio is currently engaged in discussions with landowners in Refugio
County regarding construction of a diversion facility and subsequent rense of & mindmum of’
50,000 agre-feet of the reclaimed water measured af the point of discharge in a manner
cemsistent with state law that will also help maintain fustreaim uses and Treshwater indlows to
San Antonio Ray and its estuaries; and

Whereas, the City Council believes that the Application is 2 constructive voluntery effort to
prudently manage San Antonio’s valuable reclaimed watcr for the mnutual benefit of San
Antonio and downstream interests; and

Whereas, the City Council desires to express its support for the Application;
NOW THEREFORE be it resolved by the City Council of Floresville, Texas, as follows:

Texas, hereby supparts the pending Application No. 13098 of the San

1. Flovesviils,
tam to the Texas Commission on Environmenta! Quality for a Bed

Antonio Water Sys
and Banks Authorization.

The City Manager of City of Floresville 15 hereby direeted to cornmunicate this

Resolution to the Texas Commission on Favirommental Quality and is authorized to

take sach other action as he desms appropriate in furtherance of this Resohttion.

fed
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Sherry L. Castillo - Mayor
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Monica Cordova - City Secretary



RESOLUTIONNO. . 20/6- 04

WHEREAS, the economy of the City of Ingleside and the livelihood of Iﬁany of its
residents are dependent upon recreation, navigation, parks, and aquatic and riparian wildlife
habitat that are m turn dependent upon the health of our bays; and

WHEREAS, the Texas Instream Flow Program and the Environmental Flows Program
were established by the Texas Legislature to determine flows necessary for a sound environment
in the state’s major rivers, bays and estuaries; and _

WHEREAS, studies conducted pursuant to these programs recommended flow regimes
necessary to maintain the health of the San Antonio/Guadalupe River System and the San
Antonio Bay that directly impact the health of our surrounding bays; and

WHEREAS, the Texas Legislature and the committee created to study environmental
flow needs of the San Antoni/Guadalupe River System have encouraged voluntary efforts to
provide fresh water to meet these flow standards; and :

WHEREAS, instream water use is a beneficial utilization of water and includes
‘recreation, game preserves, park purposes, water quality protection, aquatic and riparian wildlife
- habitat, freshwater inflows for bays and estuaries, and any other instream use recognized by law,
all of which contribute directly or indirectly to success of the economy and ecology of the City
of Ingleside; and ‘ : ' '

WHEREAS, the City of Ingleside believes that the San Antonio Water System has taken
a positive step to guarantee the vitally needed freshwater inflows to our bays and estuaries for the
mutual benefit of all downstream interests, the citizens of Ingleside and the entire Coastal Bend;
and

.~ WHEREAS, the City of Ingleside desires to express its support for the actions of the San
Antonio Water System and its application to use the bed and banks of the San Antonio River and
Guadalupe River to transport, divert and reuse 50,000 acre-feet of groundwater based reclaimed
- water solely for instream use as defined by relevant statutes: '

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that I, Peter L. Perkins, Mayor of the City
of Ingleside, with the support of the entire City Council, hereby proclaim support for Application
. No. 13098 of the San Antonioc Water System to the Texas Commission on Environmental

Quality;

- AND that the City of Ingleside endorses this action because of its direct positive impact
on our community, our economy and our future. We support the San Antonio Water System’s
effort to ensure the continued flow of freshwater into the Coastal Bend to enhance the future
health of our Bays and Estuaries. ' ‘

PASSED and ADOPTED at a regular meeting of thy
9 wyof_ fzbruncy 206

ATTEST:

Kool Serpremss

~ Kimberly Sdhpson, City Secretary




RESOLUTION NO. 2016-005

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF
KARNES CITY, TEXAS IN SUPPORT OF APPLICATION NO.
13098 BY THE SAN ANTONIO WATER SYSTEM TO THE
TEXAS COMMISSION ON ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY FOR
A BED AND BANKS AUTHORIZATION.

*'ﬁ:***:‘v***************ﬁr*****1&*********1’:*****1’:*******\k********’k*ﬁﬁ***i*****

WHEREAS, the City of Kames City is a General Law City vested with authority by State
law to protect the health, safety and general welfare of its residents; and

WHEREAS, the City of Karnes City has been provided documentation, from the City of
San Antonio acting by and through its San Antonio Water System (“SAWS™), which
outlines SAWS’s effort to use the bed and banks of the San Antonio and Guadalupe Rivers
to transport, divert, and reuse its groundwater-based reclaimed water solely for instream
use as defined in 30 TAC 297.1(25); and

WHEREAS, the City of Kames City recognizes the public service value of water
discharged into the rivers as being of benefit to instream usc; and

WHEREAS, the City of Karnes City further recognizes the public service value of water
discharged into the rivers as promoting a healthy San Antonio Bay for the benefit of
coastal economies, endangered species in the bay area, and the environment, and

WHEREAS, the City of Karnes City recognizes that the SAWS pending application with
the Texas Commission on Environmental Quality is a voluntary effort to prudently manage
its reclaimed water for the benefit of downstream interests;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED AND ORDERED BY THE CITY
COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF KARNES CITY, KARNES COUNTY, TEXAS
THAT:

SECTION 1. The City of Karnes City hereby supporis the pending Application No.
13098 of the San Antonio Water System to the Texas Commission on Environmental
Quality for a Bed and Banks Authorization.

SECTION 2. The Mayor is hereby directed to communicate this Resolution of support to
the Texas Commission on Environmental Quality and take any other such action as he deems
appropriate in furtherance of this Resolution.



PASSED AND APPROVED this 26™ day of April, 2016.

ATTEST:

Vinoncn. Butll

Veronica Butler
City Secretary

%27 St
Leroy Skloss
MAYOR
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RESOLUTION 051216-01

WHEREAS, Aransas County is home to the Aransas National Wildlife Refuge and winter
habitat for the endangered Whooping Crane; and

WHEREAS. the health of San Antonio Bay, its estuaries. and the fisheries they support are of
critical importance to the survival and recovery of the Whooping Crane and the vitality of the
recreational and tourism interests in the coastal area; and

WHEREAS, the health of San Antonio Bay and related estuaries are heavily dependent upon
adequate freshwater inflow from the San Antonic and Guadalupe Rovers; and

WHEREAS, the economy of Aransas County and the livelihood of many of its residents are
dependent upon tourism, recreation, navigation, fisheries, parks, aesthetics, and aquatic and
riparian wildlife habitat that are in tum dependent upon the health of the San Antonio Bay
ecosystem; and

WHEREAS, the Texas Instream Flow Program and Environmental Flows Program were
established by the Texas Legislature to determine flows necessary for a sound environment in the
state’s major rivers, bays and estuaries: and

WHEREAS, studies conducted pursnant to these programs recommended flow regimes
necessary to maintain the health of the San Antonio/Guadalupe River System and the San
Antonio Bay: and

WHEREAS, the State has adopted Environmental Flow Standards for Surface Water in the San
Antonio/Guadalupe River System and the San Antonio Bay at 30 TAC 298.350-390; and

WHEREAS, the Texas Legislature and the committee created to study environmental flow
needs of the San Antonio/Guadalupe River system have encouraged voluntary efforts to provide
fresh water to meet these flow standards: and

WHEREAS, the City of San Antonio. acting by and through its San Antonio Water System (San
Antonio), currently treats Type 1 reclaimed water standards prior to direct reuse or discharge to
the San Antonio River and its tributaries an average of approximately 140.000 acre-fee of
wastewater effluent per year; and

WHEREAS, this amount may grow in the future depending on the growth of San Antonio’s
population and the success of its future waier conservation efforts: and

WHEREAS. great than 90% of this reclaimed water is currently derived from San Antonio’s
privately-owned groundwater; and

WHEREAS. prior to discharge. this reclaimed water is a valuable asset of San Antonio that has
been treated at a cost of San Antonio residents currently in excess of $24 million per year: and

WHEREAS. Texas law would allow San Antonio to directly reuse this reclaimed water within
its water distribution system without discharge into the river; and



WHEREAS, San Antonio has already coustructed one of the nation’s largest purple pipe
systems for the direct reuse of up to 35.000 acre-feet per vear; and

WHEREAS, that direct reuse system could be expanded if necessary to protect San Antonio’s
ownership of this valuable asset; and

WHEREAS, San Antonio currently reuses up to 50,000 acre-feet per year of its reclaimed water
o operate its electric generation facilities; and

WHEREAS, Texas law also provides that the reclaimed water. unless authorized for reuse,
becomes the property of the State of Texas upon discharge into the river and thereafter subject to
rermoval from the river and use by others prior to reaching San Antonio Bay to the extent
permitted by the State through water rights permits issued by the Texas Commission on

Environmental Quality (TCEQ); and

WHEREAS, San Antonio has filed an application to the TCEQ (the Application) for
authorization under Texas Water Code Section 11.042 (b) to use the bed and banks of the San
Antonio and Guadalupe Rivers to transport. divert and reuse 50.000 acre-feet of the City’s
groundwater-based reclaimed water solely for instream use as defined in 30 TAC 297.1(25); and

WHEREAS, instream use is a beneficial use of water and includes navigation, recreation,
hydropower, fisheries, game preserves, stock raising, park purposes, aesthetics, water quality
protection, aquatic and riparian wildife habitat, freshwater inflows for bays and estuaries, and
any other instream use recognized by law; and

WHEREAS, the Application also seeks authorization for any future growth in volume of the
City’s groundwater-based reclaimed water for municipal, agriculture, industrial, mining, and
instream use; and

WHEREAS, the Application currently designates a single diversion point for both current and
future discharges of reclaimed water near the mouth of the Guadalupe River at $San Antonio Bay,
and recognizes that after the authorization is granted future diversion points may be sought by
amendment; and

WHEREAS., San Antonio is currently engaged in discussions with landowners in Refugio
County regarding construction of a diversion facility and subsequent reuse of minimum of
50,000 acre-feet of the reclaimed water tneasured at the point of discharge in a manner consisient
with state law that will also help maintain instream uses and freshwater inflows to San Antorio
Bay and its estuaries: and

WHEREAS, City of La Vernia believes that the Application is a constructive voluntary effort to
prudently manage San Antonio’s valuable reclaimed water for the mutual benefit of San Antonio
and downstream interests: and

WHEREAS, City of La Vernia desires to express its support for the Application:
NOW THEREFORE be it resolved by City of La Vemia, Texas, as follows:




1. City of La Vernia, Texas, hereby suppotts the pending Application NO. 15098 of the
San Antonio Water System to the Texas Commission on Environmental Quality for a
Bed and Bank Authorization

2. The Mayor of City of La Vemia is hereby directed to communicate this Resolution to
the Texas Commission on Environmental Quality and is authorized to take such other
action as he deems appropriate in furtherance of this Resolution.

Rob@ﬁ. Gregory. Mayor

ATTEST:

e,

“%Eif;‘z%ii“f“ym,t!% g#fgw-

Brittani Porter. City Secretary

City Attormey
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Resolution of the City of Runge, Texas

Whereas, Aransas County is home to the Aransas National Wildlife Refuge and winter habitat
for the endangered Whooping Crane; and

Whereas, the health of San Antonio Bay, its estuaries, and the fisheries they support are of
critical importance to the survival and recovery of the Whooping Crane and the vitality of the
recreational and tourism interests in the coastal area; and

Whereas, the health of San Antonic Bay and related estuaries are heavily dependent upon
adequate freshwater inflow from the San Antonio and Guadalupe Rivers; and

Whereas, the economy of Aransas County and the livelihood of many of ifs residents are
dependent upon toutism, recreation, navigation, fisheries, parks, aesthetics, and aquatic and
riparian wildlife habitat that are i turn dependent upon the health of the San Antonio Bay
ecosystem; and

Whereas, the Texas Instream Flow Program and Environmental Flows Program were established
by the Texas Legislature to defermine flows necessary for a sound environment in the state’s
major tivers, bays and estuaries; and

Whereas, studies conducted pursuant to these programs recommended flow regimes necessary to
maintain the health of the San Antonio/Guadalupe River System and the San Antonio Bay; and

Whereas, the State has adopted Environmental Flow Standards for Surface Water in the San
Antonio/Guadalupe River System and the San Antonio Bay at 30 TAC §298.350-390: and

Whereas, the Texas Legislature and the committee created to study environmental flow needs of
the San AntonjelGuadalupe River system have encouraged voluntary efforts to provide fresh
water to meet these flow standards: and

Whereas, the City of San Antonio, acting by and through its San Antonioc Water System (San
Antonio), currently treats to Type 1 reclaimed water standards prior to direet reuse or discharge
to the San Antonic River and its tributaries an average of approximately 140,000 acre-feet of
wastewater effluent per year; and

Whereas, this amount may grow in the future depending on the growth of San Antonio’s |
population and the success of its future water conservation efforts; and

Whereas, greater than 90% of this reclaimed water js cutrenily derived from San Antonio’s
privately-owned groundwater; and |

Whereas, prior to discharge, this reclaimed water is & valuable asset of San Antonio that has been
treated at a cost to San Antonio residents currently in excess of $24 million per yvear; and
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Whereas, Texas law would allow San Antordo fo directly reuse this reclaimed water within its
water distribution system without discharge Into the river; and

Whereas, San Antonio has already constructed one of the nation’s largest purple pipe systems for
the direct reuse of up to 35,000 acre-feet per year; and

Whereas, that direct reuse system could by expanded if necessary 1o protect San Antonio’s
ownership of this valuable asset; and

Whereas, San Antonio cutrently reuses up to 50,000 acre-feet per year of i1s reclaimed water 10
operate its electric generation facilities; and

Whereas, Texas law also provides that the reclaimed water, unless authorized for reuse, becomes
the property of the State of Texas upon discharge into the river and thereafter subject to removal
from the river and use by others prior to reaching San Antonio Bay to the extent permitted by the
State through water tights permits issued by the Texas Commission on Environmental Quality
(TCEQ); and

Whereas, San Antonio has filed an application to TCEQ (the Application) for authorization
under Texas Water Code Section 11,042 (b) to use the bed and banks of the San Antonio and
Guadalupe Rivers to transport, divert and revse 50,000 acre-fest of the City’s groundwater-based
reclaimed water solely for instream use as defined in 30 TAC 297.1 (25); and

Whereas, {nstream use is a beneficial use of water and includes navigation, recreation,
hydropower, fisheries, game preserves, stock raising, park purposes, aesthetics, water quality
protection, aquatic and riparian wildtife habitat, freshwater inflows for bays and esmaries, and
any other instream use recognized by law; and

Whereas, the Application also seeks authorization for any fisture growth in volume of the City’s
gronndwater-based reclaimed water for municipal, agricultural, industrial, mining and instream
use; and

Whereas, the Application currently designates a single diversion point for both current and future
discharges of reclaimed water near the mouth of the Guadalupe River at San Antonio Bay, and
recognizes that after the authorization is granted future diversion points may be sought by
amendment; and

Whereas, San Antonio is currently engaged in discussions with landowners in Refugio County
regarding construction of a diversion facility and subsequent reuse of a minimum of 50,000 acre-
foet of the reclaimed water measured at the point of discharge in a manner consistent with state
law that will also help maintain instream uses and freshwater inflows fo San Antonio Bay and its
estuaries; and

Whereas, the [Governing Body] believes that the Application is a constructive voluntary effort to
prudently manage San Antonio’s valuable reclaimed water for the mutual benefit of San Antonio
and downstream interests; and
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Whereas, the City of Runge desires to express its support for the Application;
NOW THEREFORE be it resolved by the City of Runge Texas, as follows:

1. Runge, Texas, hereby supports the pending Application No. 13098 of the San Antonio
Water System to the Texas Commission on Environmental Quality for a Bed and Barks
Authorization.

2. The Mayor Homer Lott, Jr. of Ruuge is hereby directed to commmmicate this Resolution
to the Texas Commission on Environrmental Quality and is authorized to take such other
action as he deems appropriae in furtherance of this Resolution.

Attest:

Esmeralda B. Castro, City Secretary
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- critical importance to the survival and recovery of the Whooping Crane and the vitality of the
 recreational and fourism interests in the coastal ares; and R L

- Wheress, the health of San Antoriic Bay and related estuaries are heavily dependent upon
" adequate freshwater inflow from the San Anfonio and Guadalype Rivers; and =~ .

* Whereas, the economy of Aransas Cotinty and the livelihood of many of its residents are . . -
dependent upon tourism, recreation, navigation, fisheries, parks, desthetics, and aquatic and
riparian wildlife habitat that are in turn dependent upon the health of the San Antonio Bay . -
ecosystemyand. o B T o

- Wheress, the Texas Instream Flow 'Pr'ograz‘n and Eﬁﬁ:o’r’uneﬁtai Flows Program were established .

by the Texas Legislature to determine flows necessaty for a sound environment in the state’s
‘major rivers, bays and estuaries; and : . ' : o
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“'Whereas, the Texas Législah)re and the committee created fo study environmenta! flow needs of
the San Antonio/Guadalupe River system have encouraged voluntary efforts to provide fresh

water to meet these flow standards; and

thrcés'_,‘ the City of San Antonio, acting b_y'and through its San Antonio Water System (San’

Antonio), currently treats to Type 1 reclaimed water standards prior to direct rense or discharge

to the San Antonio River and its tributaries an average of approximately 140,000 acre-feetof
- wastewater effluent per year; and : o o L K

Whereas, this am_qimt may grow in the ﬁlfuré'dEpending on fhé_ growth of San Antontio’s. -

population and the success of its future water conservation efforts; and ' :

'Whereas, greater than 90% of ﬂais‘ reclaimed water is currently derived from San Antonio’s
privately-owned groundwater; and ' : '

~ Whereas, prior to dis’chafge, this reclaimed water is a valuable asset of San Antbnio that has been .
. treated at a cost to San Antonio residents currently in excess of $24 million per year; and '




Whereas, Texas law would allow.San Antonio to directly reuse this reclaimed water within its
- water distribution system without discherge into the river; and S

Whm‘cas, San Antonio has él'r'cady constructed one of the nation’s largest purple pipe systems for
~the direct reuse of up to 35,000 acre-feet per year; and N I ‘

P :%e'rea_s_, that dircét fc;;sé 'system_muld by expmided_ if necessary to protect San Antonio’s.
- - ownership of this valuable asset; and S T T

. Whereas, San Antonio currently reuses ap to 50,000 acre-feet per year of its reclaimed water to
- operate its electric generation facilities; and B S '
- Whereas, Texas law also provides that the reclaimed water, unless authorized for reuse, becomes
- the property. of the State of Texas upon discharge into the river and thereafter subject to removal
~ . from the river and use by others prior to reaching San Antonio Bay to the extent permitted by the
- State through water rights permits issued by the Texas Commission on ‘Environmental Quality
~ Whereas, San Antonio has fled an application to TCEQ.(the Application) for authorization
- under Texas Water Code Section 11.042 (b) to use the bed and banks of the San Antonio and
Guadalupe Rivers to transport, divert and reuse 50,000 acre-feet of the City's groundwater-based

- reclaimed water solely for instream use as defined in 30 TAC 297.1(25); and

Whereas, instream use is a beneficial use of water and includes navigation, recreation, =
“hydropower, fisheries, game preserves, stock raising, park purposes, aesthetics, water quality
protection, aquatic and riparian wildlife habitat, freshwater wnflows for bays and estuaries, and
any other instream use recognized by law; and o Lo -

* Whereas, the-Application also seeks authorization for any future growth in volume of the City’s
groundwater-based reclaimed water for municipal, agricultural, industrial, mining and instream -
use;and. o IR ; e o '

- Whereas, the Application currently designates a single diversion point for both current and foture -
- discharges of reclaimed water near the mouth of the Guadalupe River at San Antonio Bay, and
-+ tecognizes that after the authorization is granted future diversion points may be sought by
- Whereas, San Antonio is currently engeged in discussions with landowners in Refugio Counnty
regarding construction of a diversion facility and subsequent reuse of a minimum of 50,000 acre-
- Teet of the reclaimed water measured at the point of discharge in a manner consistent with state _
“law that will also help maintain instream uses and freshwater inflows to San Antonio Bay and its -
estuaries; and T o o N R o
. Whereas, the [Governing Body) believes that the Application is a constructive voluntary effort to
- prudently manage San Antonio’s valuable reclaimed water for the mutual benefit of San Antonio
and downstream interests; and ' ' :
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' Whereas, the Ccmmlssmnerb Court desn'es to express its suppoxt for the Apphcatmn, _- :

' NOW T HEREFORE be it resolved by the Commssmners Court of Gohad Texas a5 follows

RS Gohad County ’I‘axas, hereby supports the pending Apphcat:on No. 13098 of the Sant
_Antonio Water System to the Texas Commwsmn on Envuonmcntal Quahty for a Bed and
Banks Authonzatmn : : : : :

2 The County J udge of Golzad Cmmty is hm‘cby d1re.cted to commumcate thls Resolutlon to
- the Texas Commission on Environmental Quality and is guthorized to take such other .
actmn as he deems appropnate in ﬁmherance of ﬂus Resalunon

"'Ihanf"lores O T B
_ _Commi mncr, Precmct L R o Commmsmner, Prjr?

: _Davui Bruns -

. . ¢ ald Baﬂey
Commmmoner Precmct4 :

. Comumissioner, Precinct 3
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P.O. Box 194
Bayside, Texas 78340
Phone: (361) 529-6520 Fax: {361) 529-6409

Cham of Copano B}

Resolution of the Mayor and Town Council of Bayside, Texas

Whereas, Aransas County is home to the Aransas National Wildlife Refuge and winter habitat
for the endangered Whooping Crane; and

Whereas, the health of San Antonio Bay, its estuaries, and the fisheries they support are of
critical importance to the survival and recovery of the Whooping Crane and the vitality of the
recreational and tourism interests in the coastal area; and

Whereas, the health of San Antonio Bay and related estuaries are heavily dependent upon
adequate freshwater inflow from the San Antonio and Guadalupe Rivers; and

Whereas, the economy of Aransas County and the livelihood of many of its residents are
dependent upon tourisn, recreation, navigation, fisheties, parks, aesthetics, and aquatic and
riparian wildlife habitat that are in turn dependent upon the health of the San Antonio Bay
ecosystem; and

Whereas, the Texas In stream Flow Program and Environmental Flows Program were
established by the Texas Legislature 1o determine flows necessary for a sound environment in the
state’s major rivers, bays and estuaries; and

Whereas, studies conducted pursuant to these programs recommended {low regimes necessary 1o
maintain the health of the San Antonio/Guadalupe River System and the San Antonio Bay; and

Whereas, the State has adopted Environmental Flow Standards for Surface Water in the San
Antonio/Guadalupe River System and the San Antonio Bay at 30 TAC §298.350-390; and

Whereas, the Texas Legislature and the committee created fo study envirenmental flow needs of
the San Antonio/Guadalupe River system have encouraged voluntary efforts to provide fresh
water to meet these flow standards; and

Whereas, the City of San Antonio, acting by and through its San Antonio Water System (San
Antonio), currently treats to Type 1 reclaimed water standards prior to direct reuse or discharge
to the San Antonio River and its tributaries an average of approximately 140,000 acre-feet of
wastewater effluent per year; and

Town of Bayside is an eqial oppoctunity provider and emplover



Whereas, this amount may grow in the future depending on the growth of San Antonio’s
population and the success of its future water conservation efforts; and

Whereas. greater than 90% of this reclaimed water is currently derived from San Antonio’s
privately-owned groundwater; and

Whereas, prior to discharge, this reclaimed water is a valuable asset of San Antonio that has been
treated at a cost to San Antonio residents currently in excess of $24 million per year; and

Whereas, Texas law would allow San Antonio to directly reuse this reclaimed water within its
water distribution system without discharge into the river; and

Whereas, San Antonio has already constructed one of the nation’s largest purple pipe systems for
the direct reuse of up to 35,000 acre-feet per year; and

Whereas, thal direct reuse system could by expanded if necessary to protect San Antoriio’s
ownership of this valuable asset; and

Whereas, San Antonio currently reuses up to 50,000 acre-feet per year of its reclaimed water to
operate its electric generation facilities; and

Whereas, Texas law also provides that the reclaimed water, unless authorized for reuse, becomes
the property of the State of Texas upon discharge into the river and thereafter subject to remaoval
from 1he river and use by others prior to reaching San Antonio Bay to the extent permitted by the
State through water rights permits issued by the Texas Commission on Environmental Quality
(TCEQ); and

Whereas, San Antonio has filed an application to TCEQ (the Application) for authorization
under Texas Water Code Section 11.042 (b) to use the bed and banks of the San Antonio and
Guadalupe Rivers to transport, divert and reuse 50,000 acre-feet of the City’s groundwater-based
reclaimed water solely for instream use as defined in 30 TAC 297.1(25); and

Whereas, instream use is a beneficial use of water and includes navigation, recreation,
hydropower, fisheries, game preserves, stock raising, park purposes, aesthetics, water quality
protection, aquatic and riparian wildlife habitat, freshwater inflows for bays and estuaries, and
any other instream use recognized by law; and

Whereas, the Application also seeks authorization for any future growth in volume of the City’s
groundwater-based reciaimed water for municipal, agricultural, industrial, mining and instream
use: and

Whereas, the Application currently designates a single diversion point for both current and future
discharges of reclaimed water near the mouth of the Guadalupe River at San Antonio Bay, and
recognizes that after the authorization is granted future diversion points may be sought by
amendment; and

o]
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Whereas, San Antonio is currently engaged in discussions with landowners in Refugio County
regarding construction of a diversion facility and subsequent reuse of a minimum of 50,000 acre-
feet of the reclaimed water measured at the point of discharge in a manner consistent with state
law that will also help maintain instream uses and freshwater inflows to San Antonio Bay and iis
estuaries; and

Whereas, the Bayside Mayor and Town Council believes that the Application is a constructive
voluntary effort 1o prudently manage San Antonio’s valuable reclaimed water for the mutual
benefit of San Antonio and downstream interests; and

Whereas, the Bayside Mayor and Town Council desires to express its support for the Application;

NOW THEREFORE be it resolved by the Bayside Mayor and Town Council of Bayside, Texas,
as follows:

1. Bayside, Texas, hereby supports the pending Application No. 13098 of the San Antonio
Water System to the Texas Commission on Environmental Quality for a Bed and Banks
Authorization.

2. The Mayor of Bayside is hereby directed to communicate this Resolution to the Texas
Commission on Environmental Quality and is authorized to take such other action as he
deems appropriate in furtherance of this Resolution.

DISCUSSED, APPROVED and ADOPTED at a regular meeting of the Bayside Town Council on
Tuesday, August 11, 2015

ATTEST:

f?} e";;w R “::x P CT @M&M’N#

o

John A. Rivera, City Secretary Tom Van Buren, Mayor

Lok
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RESOLUTION NG. 2015-09

WHEREAS, the economy of the City of Rockport and the livelitood of many of its residents are dependent upon
tourism, recreation, navigation, fisheries, parks, aesthetics, and aquatic and riparian wildlife habitat that are in turn
dependent upon the health of our bays; and

WHEREAS, the Texas Instream Flow Program and the Environmental Flows Program were established by the
Texas Legislature to determine flows necessary for a sound environment in the state’s major tivers, bays and
astuaries; and

WHEREAS, studies conducted pursuant to these programs recommended flow regimes necessary to maintain the
health of the San Antonio/Guadalupe River System and the San Antonio Bay that directly impact the health of our
surrounding bays; and

WHEREAS, the Texas Legislature and the committee created to study environmental flow needs of the San

Antoni/Guadalupe River System have encouraged voluntary efforts to provide fresh water to meet these flow
standards; and

WHEREAS, instream water use is a beneficial utilization of water and includes navigation, recreation, hydropower.
fisheries, game preserves, stock raising, park purposes, aesthetics, water quality protection, aquatic and riparian
wildlife habitat, freshwater inflows for bays and estuaries, and any other instream use recognized by law, all of
which contribute directly or indirectly to success of the economy and ecology of the City of Rockport; and

WHERKAS, the City of Rockport believes that the San Antonio Water System has taken a positive step (o
guarantee the vitally needed freshwater inflows to our bays and estuaries for the mutual benefit of all downstream
interests, the citizens of Rockport and the entire Coastal Bend; and

WHEREAS, the City of Rockport desires to express its support for the actions of the San Antonio Water System
and its application to use the bed and banks of the San Antonio River and Guadalupe River to transport, divert and
reuse 50,000 acre-feet of groundwater based reclaimed water solely for instream use as defined by relevant statutes:

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that I, Charles J. Wax, Mayor of the City of Rockport, with the
support of the entire City Council, hereby proclaim support for Application No. 13098 of the San Antonic Water
System to the Texas Commission on Environmental Quality;

AND that the City of Rockport enthusiastically endorses this action because of its direct positive impact on our
community, our economy and our future, We applaud the San Antonio Water System's effort to ensure the
continued flow of freshwater into the Coastal Bend to support the future health of our Bays and Estuaries.

PASSED and ADOPTED at a regular meeting of the Rockport City Council on this the 14™ day of July 2015.

ATTEST:

Teresa Valdez, City Secretary

Resolution No. 2015-09 page 1 of 2 Pages



Charmber of Commerce

RESOLUTION

Whereas, the health of San Antonio Bay and related estuaries are heavily dependent upon adequate fieshwater inflow fiom
the $an Antonio and Guadalupe Rivers; and

Whereas, the health of San Antonio Bay, its estuaries, and the fisheries they support are of critical importance fo the survival
and recovery of the Whooping Crane and the vitality of the reereational and tourisin interests in the coastal area; and

Wheieas, the econory of Aransas County aud the livelihood of many of its residents are dependent upon fourism,
recreation, navigation, fisheries, parks, aesthelics, and aquatic and riparian wildlife habitat fhiat ave i turn dependent upon

the health of the San Antonio Bay ecosystem; and

Whereas, the State has adopted Environmental Flow Standards for Surface Water in the San Antonio/Guadalnpe River
Systeitl and San Antonio Bay; and

Whereas, the San Antonio Water System has avaitable standardized reclahned water for discharge into the river systems;
and

Whereas, San Antonio has filed an application fo the Texas Commission on Environmental Quality (TCEQ} to nse the bed
and banks of the San Antonio and Guadalupe Rivers to transport, divert and reuse this reclaimed water; and

Whereas, the Rockport-Fulton Chamber of Commerce desires to express its support for the Application;
NOW THEREFORE be it resolved by the Board of Directors of the Rockport-Fulton Chamber of Commerce of Rockport

and Fulton, Texas, hereby supports the pending Application No. 13098 of the San Antonio Water Systen to the Texas
Commission on Enviromnental Quality for a Bed and Banks Authorization. :

Signed on 021 ol day of O:Ll‘g?f” L, 2015 by:

O N

Tiffanie Hoover
Chairman of the Board

R /
ﬁﬂuﬁw e
Diane Probst, CCE
President/CEO

ko Kk k. k. k|

319 Broapway, Rockporr, TX 78382  1.800.242.0071 » 361.729.6445  Fax 361.729.7681
www.rockport-fulton.org




RESOLUTION NO. R-1526

RESOLUTION OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS OF THE SAN ANTONIO
RIVER AUTHORITY IN SUPPORT OF APPLICATION NO. 13098 BY THE
SAN ANTONIO WATER SYSTEM TO THE TEXAS COMMISSION ON
ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY FOR A BED AND BANKS
AUTHORIZATION

Whereas, the San Antonio River Authority (SARA) is a governmental agency, a municipality,
body politic and corporate, vested with all the authority and full sovereignty of the State, created
by special legislative act pursuant to Section 59, Article 16 of the Constitution of the State of
Texas; and

Whereas, SARA’s powers and authority include, but not limited to, the control of the waters of
those parts of all rivers, streams and tributaries thereof which are within its four County statutory
boundaries; and

Whereas, SARA’s Board of Directors has adopted the goals of exemplifying environmental
leadership, stewardship and expertise; enhancing community appreciation for the environmental
resources of the San Antonio River and its tributaries; and advancing a sustainable environment
within SARA’s statutory boundaries and downstream through the confluence of the San Antonio
and Guadalupe River Basin and into the San Antonio Bay and its estuary system; and

Whereas, the San Antonio River Authority is a co-founder and sponsoring partner of the San
Antonio Bay Partnership, a regional, non-profit, stakeholder-driven planning and management
program for the San Antonio Bay/Guadalupe Estuary; and

Whereas, the mission of the San Antonio Bay Partnership includes, inter alia, the creation of a
sustainable working partnership of committed stakeholders committed to protect, restore and
enhance the natural resources of the San Antonio Bay System for the benefit of the ecosystem
and its human uses; and

Whereas, Aransas County, which has coastline proximate to the San Antonio Bay, and iis esiuary
system, is home to the Aransas National Wildlife Refuge and the winter habitat for the Aransas-
Wood buffalo Whooping Crane Flock (grus americana); and

Whereas, the health of San Antonio Bay, its cstuaries, and the fisheries they support are of
critical importance to the Whooping Crane Flock, and the vitality of the recreational and tourism
interests in the coastal area; and

Whereas, the health of San Antonio Bay and related estuaries are benefitted by the availability of
a continued adequate freshwater inflow from the San Antonio and Guadalupe Rivers; and

Whercas, the economy of Aransas County and the livelihood of many of its residents are
dependent upon tourism, recreation, navigation, fisheries, parks, aesthetics, and the aquatic and
riparian wildlife habitat associated with a healthy San Antonio Bay ecosystem; and



Whereas, the Texas Instream Flow Program and Environmental Flows Program were established
by the Texas Legislature in 2007 to determine flows necessary to maintain a sound environment
in the state’s major rivers, bays and estuaries; and

Whereas, studies conducted pursuant to the Program recommended flow regimes necessary to
maintain the heaith of the San Antonio/Guadalupe River System and the San Antonio Bay; and

Whereas, the State has adopted Environmental Flow Standards for Surface Water in the San
Antonio/Guadalupe River System and the San Antonio Bay at 30 TAC §298.350-390; and

Whereas, the Texas Legislature and the comunitiee created to study the environmental flow needs
of the San Antonio/Guadatupe River System have encouraged voluntary efforts to provide fresh
water to meet these flow standards; and

Whereas, the City of San Antonio ("San Antonio"), acting by and through its San Antonio Water
System ("SAWS"), currently reclaims an estimated 140,000 acre-feet of wastewater effluent per
year by treating the same to Type 1 reclaimed water standards prior to direct reuse by SAWS'
customers or discharge to the San Antonio River and its tributaries: and

Whereas, Texas law allows San Antonio to directly reuse its reclaimed water within its water
distribution system without discharge into the river; and

Whereas, Texas law also provides that the reclaimed water, unless authorized for reuse, becames
the property of the State of Texas upon discharge into a watercourse and, thereafier, subject to
removal from the river and use by others prior to reaching San Antonio Bay 1o the extent
permitted by the State through water rights permits issued by the Texas Commission on
Environmental Quality (TCEQ); and

Whercas, SAWS has filed an application to TCEQ {the Application) for authorization under
Texas Water Code Section 11.042 (b) to use the bed and banks of the San Antonic and
Guadalupe Rivers to transport, divert and reuse 50,000 acre-feet of the City’s groundwater-based
reclaimed water solely for instream use as defined in 30 TAC 2971 {(25); and

Wheress, instream use is a beneficial use of water and includes navigation, recreation,
hydropower, fisheries, game preserves, stock raising, park purposes, aesthetics, water quality
protection, aquatic and riparian wildlife habitat, freshwater inflows far bays and estuaries, and
any other instream use all as recognized by law; and

Whereas, SAWS is currently engaged in discussions with landowners in Refugio County
regarding construction of a diversian facility and subsequent reuse of & minimum of 50,000 acre-
feet of the reclaimed water measured at the point of discharge in a manner consistent with state
law that will also help maintain instream uses and freshwater inflows to San Antonio Bay and its
estuaries; and




Whereas, the Board of Directors of the San Antonio River Authority believes that SAWS'
Application is a constructive veluntary effort to prudently manage San Antonio's valuable
reclaimed water for the mutual benefit of San Antonio and downstream inferests, including the
San Antonio Bay and its estuary system; and

Whereas, the Board of Directors of the San Antonio River Authority desires to express ils
support for the Application;

NOW THEREFORE BE [T RESOLVED BY THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS OF THE 5AN
ANTONIO RIVER AUTHORITY THAT:

1. The San Antonio River Authority hereby supports the pending Application No, 13098 of
the San Antonic Water System to the Texas Commission on Environmental Quality fora
Bed and Banks Authorization.

i3

The Authority's General Manager is hereby directed to communicate this Resolution of
support to the Texas Commission on Environmental Quality, and is further authorized to
1ake such other action as she deems appropriate in furtherance of this Resolution,

PASSED AND APPROVED this the 16th day of Sewber, ? 15.

Lol Puordida
SALLY ?mf:‘g%mmf Chairman
[/

%;
SOV
Secretary

ATTES’{:

%ﬂ%‘\m:“‘% mm\;, - L‘E\,:
HECTOR R, MORALES,

i




CERTIFICATE QF SECRETARY

SAN ANTONIO RIVER AUTHORITY §

SAN ANTONIC, BEXAR COUNTY, TEXAS §

I hereby certify the above and foregoing 1o be a duplicate original of Resolution No.
R-1526 of the Board of Directors of the SAN ANTONID RIVER AUTHORITY as passed and
approved by the members of said Board at a regular meeting of the Board of Directors of said
AUTHORITY held on Auienlen 1, 2018, in San Antonio, Bexar County, Texas, at
which a quorum was present, as shown by the Minuies of sajd meeting.

IN TESTIMONY WHEREOF, witness my hand and 'th official seal of the SAN

ANTONIO RIVER AUTHORITY on this the J¢# day of _o slgmben - ADL 208, in
San Antonio, Bexar County, Texas. p R i
5 Voo -
HECT(OR R. MORALES, Secretary




THE STATE OF TEXAS
COMMISSIONERS’ COURT

COUNTY OF SAN PATRICIO
RESOLUTION #

Whereas, the health of San Antonio Bay, its estuaries, and the fisheries they support are of
critical importance to the survival and recavery of the Whooping Crane and the vitality of the
recreational and tourism interests in the coastal area; and

Wheress, the health of San Antonio Bay and related estuaries are heavily dependent upon
adeqiiate freshwater inflow fronythe San Antonio and Guadalupe Rivers; and

Whereas, the Texas Instreant Flow Program and Environmental Flows Progiam were established
by the Texas Legislature o determine flows necessary for a-sound environment in the state’s |
major rivers, bays and estuaries and studies condugted pursuant to these programs recommended
flow regimes necessary to maintain the health of the San Antonio/Guadatupe River System and
the San Antonio Bay; and ' ' '

Whereas, the State has adopted Buvironmental Flow Standards for Surface Water in the San
Antonio/Guadalupe River System and the San Antonio Bay a1 30 TAC §298.350-390; and

Wheteas, the Texas Legislature and he committes created (o study environmental flow needs of
the San Antonio/Guadalupe River system have encouraged voluntary efforts to provide fresh
water to meet these flow tandards; and

Whereas, the City of San Antonio, acting by and tﬁ._‘;s;‘dugh its San Antonic Water System (San
Antonio}, currently treats to Type 1 reclaimed water standards priot to direct reuse or discharge

{0 the San Antonio River and its tributaries an average of approximately 140,000 acre-feet of
wastewater effluent per year; and

Whereas, this amount may grow in the future depending on the growth of San Antonio’s
population and the success of its future water conservation efforts; and

Whereas, greater than 90% of this reclaimed water is curréntly derived from San Antonia’s
privately-owned groundwater and prior to discharge; this reclaimed water is a valuabie asset of
San Antonio that has been treated at & cost fo Qan Antonio residents currently in excess of $24
mitlion per year; and

Whereas, Texas law would allow Qan Antonio to directly reuse this reciaimed water within its
water distribution system without discharge into the river and San Antonic has aiready
constructed one of the nation’s largest purple pipe systems for the direct reuse of up to 35,000
acre-feot per year; and

Whereas, that dirgct reuse system eouid by expanded if necessary to protect San Antonio’s
ownership of this valuable asset; and

‘ S Ve
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SAN PATRICIO

ECORNINT DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION

RESOLUTION #2016 - 04
Resolution of the San Patricio County Economic Development Corporation

Whereas, the health of San Antonio Bay. us estuaries, and the fisheries they support are of
critical importance to the survival and recovery of the Whooping Crane and the vitality of the
recreational and tourism interests in the coastal area; and

Whereas, the health of San Antonio Bay and related estuaries are heavily dependent upon
adequate freshwater inflow from the San Antonio and Guadalupe Rivers; and

Whereas. the Texas Instream Flow Program and Environmental Flows Program were established
by the Texas Legislature 1o determine flows necessary for a sound environment in the state’s
major rivers, bays and estuartes and studies conducted pursuant to these programs recommended
flow regimes necessary to maintain the health of the San Antonio/Guadalupe River System and
the San Antonio Bay: and

Whereas, the State has adopted Environmental Flow Siandards for Surface Water in the San
Antonio/Guadalupe River System and the San Antonio Bay at 30 TAC §298.350-390: and

Whereas, the Texas Legislature and the committee created 1o study environmental flow needs of
the San Antonio/Guadalupe River systemt have encouraged voluntary efforts to provide fresh
water to meet these flow standards; and

Whereas, the City of San Antonio, acting by and through its San Antonio Water System {San
Antonio), currently treais (o Type | reclaimed water standards prior to direct reuse or discharge
to the San Antonio River and its tribwaries an average ol approximately 140,000 acre-feet of
wastewater effluent per vear: and

Whereas, this amount may grow in the future depending on the growth of San Antonio’s
population and the success of its future water conservation efforts; and

Whereas. greater than 90% of this reclaimed water is currently derived from San Antonio's
privately-owned groundwater and prior to discharge, this reclaimed water is a valuable asset of
San Antonio that has been treated at a cost to San Antonio residents currently in excess of $24
million per year; and

Whereas, Texas law would allow San Antonio to directly reuse this reclaimed water within its
water distribution system without discharge into the river and San Antonio has already
constructed one of the nation’s largest putple pipe systems for the direct reuse of up to 33,000
acre-feet per yvear; and

Whereas. that direct reuse system could by expanded if necessary 1o protect San Antonio's
ownership of this valuable asset: and




Whereas, Texas law also provides that the reclaimed water, unless authorized for reuse, becomes
the property of the State of Texas upon discharge into the river and thereafter subject to removal
from: the river and use by others prior to reaching San Antonio Bay to the extent permitted by the
State through water rights permits issued by the Texas Commission on Environmental Quality
(TCEQ); and

Whereas, San Antonio has filed an application to TCEQ (the Application) for authorization under
Texas Water Code Section 11.042 (b) to use the bed and banks of the San Antonio and Guadalupe
Rivers to transport, divert and reuse 50,000 acre-feet of the City's groundwater-based reclaimed
water solely for instream use as defined in 30 TAC 297.1(25); and

Whereas, instream use is a beneficial use of water and includes navigation, recreation,
hydropower, fisheries, game preserves, stock raising, park purposes, aesthetics, water quality
protection, aquatic and riparian wildlife habitat, freshwater inflows for bays and estuaries, and
any other instream use recognized by law; and

Whereas, the Application also seeks authorization for any future growth in volume of the City's
groundwater-based reclaimed water for municipal, agricultural, industrial, mining and instream
use; and

Whereas, the Application currently designates a single diversion point for both current and future
discharges of reclaimed water near the mouth of the Guadalupe River at San Antonio Bay, and
recognizes that afier the authorization is granted future diversion points may be sought by
amendment; and

Whereas, San Antonio is currently engaged in discussions with landowners in Refugio County
regarding construction of a diversion facility and subsequent reuse of a minimum of 50,000 acre
feet of the reclaimed water measured at the point of discharge in a manner consistent with state law
that witl also help maintain instream uses and freshwater inflows to San Antonio Bay and its
estuaries; and

Whereas, the San Patricio County Economic Development Corporation believes that the
Application is a constructive voluntary effort to prudently manage San Antonio’s valuable
reclaimed water for the mutual benefit of San Antonio and downstream interests and desires to
express its support for the Application;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE SAN PATRICIO COUNTY ECONOMIC
DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION, AS FOLLOWS:

1. San Patricio County Economic Development Corporation, hereby supports the pending
Application No. 13098 of the San Antonio Water System to the Texas Commission on
Environmental Quality for a Bed and Banks Authorization.

!\J

San Patricio County Economic Development Corporation is hereby directed 10
communicate this Resolution to the Texas Commission on Environmental Quality and is
authorized to take such other action as he deems appropriate in furtherance of this
Resolution.

I



PASSED AND APPROVED ON THE =73 day of fﬁ’%;/ ' , 2016

@ L Ll srsng

Jo Ann Ehmaun,'
Chairman

ATTEST:

- E.Zmﬁ__,




BESOLITION NGO, 100615

Wheress, Arangas County 15 home (o the Aransas Nattonal Wildlite Refuge and winter ] faibrifat
foor the endangered Whooping Crane: and

Whereas. the health of San Anionio Bay, its estuaries. and the fisheries they support are of
eritical impm‘im: ce 10 the survival and recovery of the Wheoping Urane and IE\L, vitality of the
recreational and tourism inferesty in the coastal arca: and

Whereas. the health of San Antonio Bay and related estuaries are heavily dependent upon
adequate freshwater inflow from the San Antonio and Guadalupe Rivers: and

Whereas, the economy of Aransas County and the livélihood of many of its residents are
dups: ndent upon tourism. Tecreation, navigation. lisheries, parks. gesthetics, and aquatic and
riparian wildlife habitai that are in fusn dependent upon the health: of thee San Antonio Bay
ecosysiem: and

Whereas, the Toexas [nst ﬁ‘an* Flow Program and Favirommental Jows Program were

csiablished by the Texas Legislature to determing (Tows necessary for o sound environment i the

slale’s Aoy civers, Days _lﬁd szyyaries: and

Whereas, stadies conducted pursuant to these pragrams recommended fow regimes neesssary
i P 5

1o maintain the health of the San Antenio/Guadsiupe River Systermn and the San Antonio ?. ERT

and

-(-"

Whereas, the Stale has adopted Environmoental Flow Standards for Surlace Waler 1 the ban
AntonioGisdalupe River System and the San Amtonie Bay at 30 TAC §298.350-390: and

Whereas, the Texas Legislature and the cotemittee crea sted 1o study envirenmental Hlow peeds of
the San Antonio/Guadaiupe River system have encouraged voluptary efforts o provide fresh
wister to meet these ow standards: and

Whereas. the City af San Antomio. acting by and through iis Saa Amtonio Waier Sysiem (San
Antoniol, currently treais 1o Type 1 reclaimed water standards prioy o divect reuse or discharge
i the San Antonio River and (s uibutarias an average of spprozimsately 140000 sere-teet of
wastewater eitfuent por year; and

Whereas, this amount may grove in the futre depending on the growth vl San Amonio’s
population and the success of ity future waler copservation Llému At

Wherens, oreater than 90% of tns reclaimed water s o urrenny derived from San Antonio’s
privatelyv-owned groundwater; and

Whereas. prior to discharge, this reclaimed winer is a 1 valiabie asset of San Antonto that hus
heen trealed st a cost 0 San Antonio residents currenily 1 oxcess ul 524 million por vour and

Whereas, Toxas v would allow San Antonio o direetly rouse this reclatmed weter witain fis
waier distribution svatem withown discharge 1o (he sver; and
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bready consiracted one of the pation’s largest puiple pipe sysiems

34 w’; agre-ioet por vear: and

Wherens, San Anionio hax gl
for e direct reuse of ap1o 3
Wheress. that dircet rewse svstem could by expanded i necessary 1 protest San Anthnio’s
swnersbip of this valuable sssel and

Whereas. San Amtonio currenily reuses up o 50000 acre-foer per year o 18 reclsimed wator W
aperaie ity e&imﬁm seneration tacilities; and

Pt

Whereas, Texas baw also provides that the rectaimed wader, unless authorized o reds

hecomes the property of the State of Texas u;mn discharge Into the river and thereailer »}ubm L4
remioyval from the river and use by others pror o reasching San Antonio Bay to the exient

o
L

-permitied by the Sweie throug) ;; water mighis permits issned by the Texas Commission ¢

Frvironmenital Cuality (TOEOY amd

Witereas, San Antonio has fTled an application 1Y CE {the -’zpysi%c:zz-%«m"% ferauthorization
usnder Tewas Watar m:i S im il (‘147‘ {5 to use the bed and hanks of the San Antonio and
Guadalups Riversio Ej nspoi: divert and reuse 3000 aere-feer of the Cin's proundwaier-based
recizmied water solely for msiream use us defined In 30 TAC 297 1425) 1 and

Wheredy, mstream use 18 & boneliclad use of water and includes navigation, seoreation,
fdroporwer, fzf;mmm, NG prescrves, ook raising, park purposes, aesthe water {guaii’ﬁf
proteciion, aguatic dod ripafan wiidiie habital, Freshwater inflows fop bave and bemarics. and
any ather insiream use recognized by Tawe and

W Application also seeks dmi?m*w ation fov any futore growih b volume of the Ciry's
»&;xwg I reclaimed waler for municipal, agriculivral, indusirial, mitning and nstrearn

Whereas, the »“sp;ﬁic&z?i}n currently designates & single Siversion podnt for both currend and
future "“Eia's;h arges of reclamed water near the mouth of the Guadalape River ot San Antomio Ray
and recognizes thar after the suthortvation is wranted B diversiog noints maay be soughl by

Amendmer 15; ani

Whereas, San Anonio s currentdy engaged m discussions with landowiors in Relugio County
regarding constraction of g diversion, fagl ity and subscquent reuse of arminimem of 30,000 acre-
feet of the reclaimed water measured ar the poist of discharge In 2 masmer consistent with staie
faw that will also help maimain insiream uses and freshwater fnflows 1o San Anfonic Bay and its
esluaries; and

Whereas, the Town Covcil belioves that the Application is 2 consiructive volu nizry ¢dlon o
prudently manage San Antondo’s valuable reelaimed water for the mutual Benefis of San Anionio
and downstream inferests: and

Whereas, the Town Coeuncil desives 1o express s suppor for the Apnhication:
i

i




NOW THEREFGRE be it resolved by the Tovn Council of Fulton, Texas, s fflows:

t. Uulton, Texas, hereby supports the pending Application No. 13098 of the San Antonin
Waler System 1o the Texas Commission on Environmental Quality for a Bed and Banks
Authorization,

2. The Mayor of Fulton is hereby direcied to communicate this Resolution 1o the Texas
Commission on Envirownental Quality and is anthorized w take such other action as he
deems appropriate in furtherance of this Resolution.

Adopted this 6th of Detober, 2015 by the Town Council of the Town of Fulton, Texas.

o

k)
—:“:;»/? .

JigumyKendrick, Mayor
Town of Fulton

L N
Jan Hill, City Secdretan
Tivwn of Fulion
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WHEREAS, Wilson County desires to express its support for the Application;
NOW THEREFORFE be it resolved by Wilson County, Texas, as follows:

1. Wilson County, Texas, hereby supports the pending Application No. 13098 of the San
Antonio Water System to the Texas Copunission on Environmental Quality for a Bed and
Banks Authorization.

2. The County Judge of Wilson County is hereby directed to communicate this Resolution t©
the Texas Commission on Environmental Quality and is authorized to take such other
action as he deems appropriate in furtherance of this Resolution.

*, Richard L. Jackson -
~ Wilsori County Judge -

Al Yo Za

Albért Gamez, Jr., Commis erfVet. 1 : Paﬁizwﬂ-i’feil, Csﬁﬂi@iﬁ%ﬂi.l

.l

Eva S. Martinez, County Clerk
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From: PUBCOMMENT-0OCC

Sent: Monday, September 20, 2021 10:11 AM

To: PUBCOMMENT-OCCZ; PUBCOMMENT-OPIC; PUBCOMMENT-ELD; PUBCOMMENT-
WWW-WRAS

Subject: FW: Public comment on Permit Number WRPERM 13098

From: jte@satx.rr.com <jte@satx.rr.com>

Sent: Saturday, September 18, 2021 11:54 AM

To: PUBCOMMENT-OCC <PUBCOMMENT-OCC@1tceq.texas.gov>
Subject: Public comment on Permit Number WRPERM 13098
REGULATED ENTY NAME WRPERM 13098

RN NUMBER: RN107107526

PERMIT NUMBER: WRPERM 13098

DOCKET NUMBER:

COUNTY: BEXAR, CALHOUN, GOLIAD, KARNES, REFUGIO, VICTORIA, WILSON
PRINCIPAL NAME: SAN ANTONIQ WATER SYSTEM

CN NUMBER: CN600529069

FROM

NAME: MRS Jacqueline T Eckhardt

E-MAIL: te@satx.rr.com

COMPANY:

ADDRESS: 3022 ONEIDA DR
SAN ANTONIO TX 78230-3431

PHONE: 2106029333
FAX:
COMMENTS: | strongly support issuance of SAWS draft permit 13098. it is important that San Antonio be authorized to

control its groundwater-based discharges for instream and all other authorized uses, and there will be economic and
environmental benefits to the entire region. Please issue this permit.



Melissa Schmidt

Rk AR
From: PUBCOMMENT-OCC
Sent: Tuesday, September 21, 2021 8:26 AM
To: PUBCOMMENT-OCC2; PUBCOMMENT-OPIC; PUBCOMMENT-ELD; PUBCOMMENT-
WWW-WRAS
Subject: FW: Public comment on Permit Number WRPERM 13098
Attachments: TCC SAWS Water Use Application Comment Letter - Final 9.20.21.pdf

From: gammage @texaschemistry.org <gammage@texaschemistry.org>
Sent: Monday, September 20, 2021 3:01 PM

To: PUBCOMMENT-OCC <PUBCOMMENT-OCC@tceq.texas.gov>
Subject: Public comment on Permit Number WRPERM 13098
REGULATED ENTY NAME WRPERM 13098

RN NUMBER: RN107107526

PERMIT NUMBER: WRPERM 13098

DOCKET NUMBER:

COUNTY: BEXAR, CALHOUN, GOLIAD, KARNES, REFUGIO, VICTORIA, WILSON
PRINCIPAL NAME: SAN ANTONIO WATER SYSTEM

CN NUMBER: CN600523069

FROM

NAME: Sam Gammage

E-MAIL: gammage@texaschemistrv.org

COMPANY;

ADDRESS: 1402 NUECES ST
AUSTIN TX 78701-1508

PHONE: 5126466401

FAX:

COMMENTS: Please see attached letter.



TEXAS CHEMICAL COUNCIL

September 20, 2021

Mr. Earl Lott

Texas Commission on Environmental Quality
12100 Park 35 Circle

Austin, TX 78753

Via electronic submission

RE:  Written Comments on San Antonio Water System Application for Water Use Permit
- No. 13098

Mr. Lo,

The Texas Chemical Council (“TCC”) appreciates the opportunity to submit these comments on
the above-referenced application by San Antonio Water System (“SAWS™) to the Texas
Commission on Environmental Quality (“TCEQ™) regarding the use of the bed and banks to
convey 260,991 acre-feet of groundwater-based return flows per vear for subsequent diversion.

TCC would like to point out that the approval of this permit would set a detrimental statewide
precedent regarding the reuse of groundwater-based effluent far from the place where reuse is needed, and
more specifically reuse of Edwards-derived effluent.

TCC represents approximately 70 companies who own or operate more than 200 manufacturing and
research facilities across the state of Texas. Our members have invested more than $150 Billion in
physical assets in the state, directly employ more than 75,000 Texans, and indirectly employ over
500,000 Texans. The Texas chemical industry represents the #1 non-energy Texas export with over
$45 Billion in exports annually and pays more than $1.5 Billion in state and local taxes each year.

TCC provides the following comments on the SAWS Application for Water Use Permit No.
13098:

Impact on Downstream Industria} Users:

Currently, the majority of streamflow in the Guadalupe and San Antonio Rivers, particularly
during dry times, comes from the remaining spring flow from the Edwards Aquifer and the return
of groundwater-based effluent to the river. The implications of this permit application are of
concern to industrial users that have senior water rights on the Guadalupe River Basin and rely on
these run-of-the-river water rights. If granted, this permit would essentially allow SAWS to bypass
the current Texas surface water priority system and be immune to priority calls in times of drought.
SAWS effectively. in this application, requests the ability to circumvent the long-standing Texas
first-priority right system by gaining the authority to divert at the mouth of the Guadalupe River



what would have been and should be the flows of the Guadalupe and San Antonio Rivers. As a
result, this permit will significantly impact water supply during a drought of record.

Impact on the Edwards Aquifer:

Even if SAWS application addressed only private groundwater in its authorization, allowing
municipal water users to pump and send such a significant amount of groundwater downstream
for “reuse” far outside of that supplier’s boundaries will encourage unnecessary depletion of Texas
aquifers that are necessary to all Texans. Because this application addresses Edwards water, it will
also allow for less water to be available for natural flows to rivers and streams in the Guadalupe
River Basin.

To prevent unnecessary depletion of the Edwards Aquifer, the Texas Legislature in 1993 passed
SB 1477, The Edwards Aquifer Authority Act (“"EAA Act™). Under SB 1477, the legislature
created two restrictions on uses of water pulted from the Edwards Aquifer. The first was a
restriction which required that any reuse of Edwards water must take place before unconsumed
water returns to a body of state-owned water. The second restriction was that any water withdrawn
from the Fdwards must be used within the boundaries of the authority. Under the current
application, a portion of the water SAWS intends to send over 100 miles downstream for later
“reuse” was initially pulled from the Edwards Aquifer. This is far beyond the boundaries of the
authority and counter to the specific intent of SB 1477. A decision to approve this permit would
be in direct conflict with the intent of the EAA Act.

Unclear Modeling Basis in Permit:

TCC requests that TCEQ provide the public and interested parties more detailed modeling
information for the basis of this water use permit application. SAWS under this permit is requesting
the ability to use 260,991 acre-feet of groundwater-based return flows per year. However, SAWS
currently discharges significantly less groundwater-based return flows into the basin at a rate of
140,017 acre-feet per year. TCC has concerns on both the impact to the Edwards Aquifer of, as
well as TCEQ’s authority to create, this additional groundwater-based discharge. TCC also would
appreciate a more detailed analysis of the potential carriage losses when utilizing the bed and banks
to send water over 100 miles downstream for later “reuse.”

TCC appreciates the opportunity to comment on this application. If you have any questions, please
do not hesitate to contact me at (512) 646-6400 or gavnmaue wxaschemisiiy . org.

Sincerely,

Sam Gammage, Vice President & General Counsel
Texas Chemical Council

i The Edwards Aquifer Authority Act, Tex S.B. 1477, 73 Leg {1993)



Melissa Schmidt

. DO R
From: PUBCOMMENT-OCC
Sent: Tuesday, September 21, 2021 8:23 AM
To: PUBCOMMENT-OCC2; PUBCOMMENT-OPIC; PUBCOMMENT-ELD; PURCOMMENT -
WWW-WRAS
Subject: FW: Public comment an Permit Number WRPERM 13098
Attachments: SAWS_9.20.21.pdf

From: lisa.gonzalez@audubon.org <lisa.gonzalez@audubon.org>
Sent: Monday, September 20, 2021 1:38 PM

To: PUBCOMMENT-QCC <PUBCOMMENT-OCC@tceq.texas.gov>
Subject: Public comment on Permit Number WRPERM 13098
REGULATED ENTY NAME WRPERM 13098

RN NUMBER: RN107107526

PERMIT NUMBER: WRPERM 13098

DOCKET NUMBER:

COUNTY: BEXAR, CALHOUN, GOLIAD, KARNES, REFUGIO, VICTORIA, WILSON
PRINCIPAL NAME: SAN ANTONIO WATER SYSTEM

CN NUMBER: CN600523069

FROM

NAME: MS Lisa A Gonzalez

E-MAIL: lisa.gonzalez@audubon.org

COMPANY: Audubon Texas, National Audubon Society

ADDRESS: 7700 W HIGHWAY 71 STE 330
AUSTIN TX 78735-8272

PHONE: 5124881261
FAX:
COMMENTS: Pilease accept the attached letter from the National Audubon Society/Audubon Texas in support of the San

Antonio Water System’s (SAWS) Application No. 13098 to use the bed and banks of streams in the San Antonio and
Guadalupe River basins to convey groundwater-based return flows for subsequent diversion and use. Thank you for the

1



opportunity to provide comment. P,..5e contact me with any questions. Sincere.,,, Lisa A. Gonzalez Vice President &
Executive Director, Audubon Texas, National Audubon Society



7700 Hwy 71 West, Suite
330 Austin, TX 78735
tx.auduben.org

September 20, 2021

Office of the Clerk, MC 105

Texas Commission on Environmental Quality
$.0. Box 13687

Austin, TX 78711-3087

RE: 5an Antonio Water System Water Use Permit Application No. 13098
Dear Mr. Baker:

This letter is in support of the San Antonio Water System’s {SAWS) Application No. 13098 to use the bed and banks
of streams in the San Antonio and Guadalupe River basins to convey groundwater-based return flows for
subsequent diversion and use,

The Issue of instream flows is of importance to communities and conservation organizations such as the National
Audubon Society and its state office, Audubon Texas. Texas communities benefit from and enjoy environmental,
recreational, and ecanomic benefits from return flows that will be votuntarily discharged by SAWS for instream
uses.

Each year, SAWS will refease at least 50,000 acre-feet of highly treated, high-quality return flows into the San
Antonio River. These return fiows ultimately flow into the Guadalupe Estuary (San Antonio Bay) on the Texas coast,
less natural fosses along the way. These permitted return flows will be dedicated for instream uses to support
strategies developed by the SB3/HB2 San Antonio/Guadalupe Bay and Basin Area Stakeholder Committee {BBASC)
for the attainment of TCEQ Instream Flow Standards and Bay and Estuary Freshwater Inflow Standards.

These permitted return flows will serve as a supply of water for instream uses from its points of discharge to its
point of diversion. These important uses include recreation, fisheries, game preserves, stock raising, aesthetics,
water quality protection, navigation, and aquatic and wildlife habitat. Return flows that result in freshwater
inflows contribute to the ecological soundness of San Antonio Bay, where Audubon Texas is actively working with
partners to conserve, restore and protect key coastal habitats and biological populations,

The application and commitment of water from SAWS s a great public service to San Antonio Bay and the nearby
coastal communities and businesses that rely on it. The application represents a bold and innovative step to
protect ecasystems and the economies that rely on return and instream flows. The National Audubon Society and
its state office, Audubon Texas, strongly support the approval of SAWS’ Bed and Banks authorization request.

Thank you,
Lisa A. Gonzalez
Vice President & Executive Director, Audubon Texas, National Audubon Society

cC

Mr. Toby Baker, Executive Director

Mr.Ramiro Garcia, Deputy Executive Director

Ms. L'Oreal Stepney, P.E., Deputy Executive Director

Donovan Burton, SAWS VP of Water Resources and Gavernment Relations



CLAIBORNE B. GREGORY, JR.

September 13, 2021

VIA FEDERAL EXPRESS

Office of the Clerk, MC 105 REVIEWED

Texas Commission on Environmental Quality

P.O. Box 13087 SEP 1§ f
Austin, Texas 78711-3087 /jzgz«!

377 :
By e »‘if{”
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Dear Clerk:

On behalf of Grandfather’s Blind, Ltd. (“Blind™), this letter is to express our unqualified
support of Application No. 13098 filed by the San Antonio Water Systern (“SAWS™) to use the bed
and banks of streams in the San Antonio and Guadalupe River basins to convey groundwater-based
return flows for subsequent diversion and use. Blind is a landowner in Refugio County, with property
adjacent to the Guadalupe River. We believe that we and others will be positively affected by TCEQ
approval of and the implementation of the purposes of the Application.

As proposed, we understand that SAWS will release, each year, at least 50,000 acre-feet of
highly treated, high-quality return flows into the San Antonio River. These return flows would
ultimately flow into San Antonio Bay on the Texas coast approximately where the Guadalupe River
meets the Bay. These permitted return flows will be dedicated for instream uses to support strategies
developed by the SB3/HB3 San Antonio/Guadalupe Bay and Basin Area Stakeholder Committee
(“BBASC”) for the attainment of TCEQ Instream Flow Standards and Bay and Estuary Freshwater
Inflow Standards.

These return flows will serve as a continuous supply of water for instream uses from points of
discharge to points of diversion. These important uses include endangered species (whooping crane)
assistance at the adjacent Aransas Pass National Wildlife Refuge, recreation, fisheries, game preserves,
water quality protection, and general aquatic and wildlife habitat,

We believe that the flows will also assist in the fulfillment of the proposed Guadalupe River
Old Delta Restoration (*“Project™), a project spearheaded by Ducks Unlimited, which would be located
in Refugio County, Texas, at the northern portion of San Antonio Bay, a peninsula is formed between
Hynes Bay to the west and Guadalupe Bay to the east. The desired outcome of the Project is to restore
marsh habitat used by fish, birds, and estuarine species, and to increase coastal resiliency.

The application and commitment of water from SAWS will be a great public service to San
Antonio Bay and nearby coastal communities and businesses that rely on it. We believe that it
represents a bold and innovative step to protect ecosystems and the economies that rely on them.



‘Office of the Clerk, MC 105 -
September 13, 2021
Page 2
We strongly support and urge the approval of SAWS’ Application.
Thank you,

Grandfather’s Blind, Ltd.
By: Swan Lake Ranch Partners, LLC

By: Q\\/{'@ V

Claiborne B. Gregor§, Jr., it’s Manager

CC:

¢ Mr. Toby Baker, Executive Director MC 109, TECQ, P.O. Box 13087, Austin, TX 78711-3087

Mr. Ramiro Garcia, Deputy Executive Director MC 109, TECQ, P.O. Box 13087, Austin, TX

78711-3087

¢ Ms. L’Oreal Stepney, P.E., Deputy Executive Director MC 109, TECQ, P.O. Box 13087, Austin,
TX 78711-3087

»  Mr. Donovan Burton, SAWS, P.O. Box 2449, San Antonio, TX 78298

* Mr. Dan Crowley, SAWS, P.O. Box 2449, San Antonio, TX 78298
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Office of the Clerk, MC 105

Texas Commission on Environmental Quality
P.O. Box 13087

Austin, Texas 78711-3087
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GUADALUPE By GO
BASIN COALITION ,

September 20, 2021
Ms. Laurie Gharis VIA ELECTRONIC FILING AND
Chief Cierk FIRST-CLASS MAIL
Office of the Chief Clerk (MC-105)
Texas Commission on Environmental Quality WRPERM
P.O. Box 13087 A0R Ll

Austin, Texas 78711-3087

Re: Guadalupe Basin Coalition, Public Meeting Request
on San Antonio Water System Application for Water Use Permit No. 13098

Dear Ms. Gharis:

The Guadalupe Basin Coalition (GBC) is a diverse, non-profit association of 17 businesses,
chambers of commerce, lake associations, and governmental entities in counties along the
Guadalupe River Basin—including its tributaries and springs—that are bonded by a common
concern for the economic and environmental sustainability of the water resources within the
Guadalupe River Basin. One of the purposes of the GBC is to protect the freshwater springs that
sustain stream flows in the Guadalupe River Basin. In furtherance of that goal, GBC Members
are united in our strong conviction that the springs and river system must continue to flow for the
benefit of the growing population in the river basin and for the environment. The membership
of the GBC is documented in those copied on this letter.

The water resources of Guadalupe River Basin and downstream bay and estuary systems are
unique in Texas because of the direct relationship between the Edwards Aquifer and the Comal,
Guadalupe and San Marcos Rivers. Making the conditions even more complex and interrelated,
is the relationship to the San Antonio River, a separate river basin but a tributary of the
Guadalupe River. In the Edwards Aquifer Authority Act, the Texas Legislature stated “the
Edwards Aquifer is a unique and complex hydrological system” that “has a hydrologic
interrelationship to the Guadalupe, San Antonio, San Marcos, Comal, Frio, and Nueces river
basins” and “is vital to the general economy and welfare of this state.” Unquestionably, water
levels in the Edwards Aquifer, which are heavily influenced by human consumption of water
from the Aquifer, directly affect spring and stream flows in the Guadalupe River. Surface water
rights, groundwater rights and water levels, and water availability within the Guadalupe and San
Antonio River Basins are extremely complicated and totally interdependent.

For example, even a small reduction in the natural flow volumes from the Comal Springs, San
Marcos Springs, and others that discharge water from the Edwards Aquifer into the Guadalupe
River and its tributaries can severely affect the natural resources that supply water to hundreds of
thousands of Texans in a rapidly growing area of the state. Indeed, depletion of water levels in
the Edwards Aquifer has caused problems in our region. Depleted Edwards Aquifer levels during
the sustained period of drought between 2011 and 2015 caused water suppliers throughout the



GUADALUPE
BASIN COALITION
region who depend on both produced water from the Edwards Aquifer and the springs to

implement drought contingency measures and curtail water use.

Despite this difficult reality, TCEQ’s Executive Director has preliminarily recommended
granting an authorization for San Antonio Water System (SAWS) to transport more than 260,000
acre-feet of groundwater per year, the vast majority of which will be produced from the Edwards
Aquifer, over 100 miles downstream to be subsequently diverted and used for agricultural,
industrial, mining, municipal and/or instream purposes. This appears to be bad public policy, and
it is a regulatory decision that could have direct negative impacts on dozens of communities,
water suppliers and other entities that have historically relied on the water resources of the
Guadalupe River Basin for their supplies.

According to TCEQ’s public notice, the Application proposes only a short diversion reach
at the extreme bottom of the Guadalupe River immediately upstream of its discharge to San
Antonio Bay, yet the Application proposes to use water under the proposed permit in several
counties well upstream of the diversion reach—including several counties that straddle the San
Antonio and Guadalupe River Basins. The place of use designation appears to relate to the original
Application request to set aside 50,000 acre-feet of permitted return flows per year for instream
uses within the San Antonio and Guadalupe Rivers and freshwater inflows into San Antonio Bay.
However, TCEQ staff determined that TCEQ lacks authority to grant such authorization.
Consequently, the Draft Permit includes no provisions for the maintenance of instream flows and
freshwater inflows, despite the fact that Water Code Section 11.042(b) expressly authorizes TCEQ
to include special conditions “to help maintain instream uses and freshwater inflows to bays and
estuaries.” It is unclear from the Application whether the proposed place of use will include use of
water resources within the Guadalupe River Basin upstream of the proposed diversion reach. This
ambiguity could potentially create unforeseen impacts on Guadalupe River Basin rights. In
addition, the GBC is concerned that the lack of protection of instream uses and freshwater inflows
may further adversely affect water rights within the Guadalupe Basin.

The Application and Draft Permit propose and incorporate a complex Accounting Plan by
which SAWS would track and account for discharges, diversions, and losses associated with the
proposed bed-and-banks authorization. The GBC is concerned that the Accounting Plan as
currently proposed has been developed based on incomplete data relating to loss factors and
calculations in the San Antonio and Guadalupe River Basins. In addition, the GBC believes that a
substantial portion of the return flows proposed for diversion in the Application constitute what
TCEQ has previously classified as “historic” return flows. The Draft Permit includes no reference
to the historic nature of SAWS’s return flows. That issue may be an important and determining
factor in evaluating whether the proposed Accounting Plan accurately reflects preexisting Water
Availability Modeling information maintained by TCEQ for the San Antonio and Guadalupe River
Basins.

The Application asserts that the water proposed for diversion “would not be present in the
San Antonio River, but for actions taken by SAWS.” In light of the Legislature’s findings in the
EAA Act, the GBC does not agree and believes that statement fails to consider and is not an
accurate reflection of Edwards Aquifer and surface water dynamics. The aforementioned



GUADALUPE
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uniqueness of the Application requires additional consideration of this important issue. The

potentially far-reaching and significant impact the proposed permit may have on surface and
groundwater rights and interests throughout the Guadalupe River Basin requires full stakeholder
engagement and participation though a public meeting.

GBC understands the importance of water reuse and environmental protection. Most GBC
members that are municipal water suppliers have or will implement robust water reuse programs.
Many GBC members are participants in the Edwards Aquifer Habitat Conservation Plan. But
allowing a municipal water supplier such as SAWS to transport and divert discharged water over
100 miles downstream from its service area for vague, ill-defined purposes cannot realistically be
considered “reuse” at all.

Rather than permit exporting critically important Edwards Aquifer water out of our region,
TCEQ should be acting to encourage reuse of these resources within our region. The EAA Act
requires Edwards Aquifer water to be used within the boundaries of the EAA. Consistent with
that law, and as noted in the Draft Permit, SAWS is already authorized to reuse its Edwards
Aquifer water within Bexar County under several existing water rights authorizations. TCEQ
simply cannot ignore the EAA Act requirements. That sound policy exists to benefit all
communities and entities that rely on Edwards Aquifer water—both produced through wells and
discharged naturally through springs.

TCEQ’s decision to grant SAWS’s requested permit would severely undermine, if not entirely
circumvent, authority vested by the Legislature in the EAA. And technically the draft permit
does not reflect or protect the reality of the interrelationships between the Edwards Aquifer, and
the Guadalupe and San Antonio River Basins. The adverse impacts of that action on water
suppliers and users in the Guadalupe River Basin is not theoretical as has been demonstrated in
recent drought years. For these reasons, the GBC Members request that the TCEQ conduct a
public meeting on Application No. 13098 to fairly consider the far-reaching impact its decision
to grant SAWS’s requested permit will have on water resources in the Guadalupe Basin.

GBC sincerely appreciates TCEQ’s thoughtful consideration of our comments and public
meeting request. Please add me to your official mailing list for this matter.

Sincerely,
Ryan Kelso

GBC Chairm
263 Main Pla

New Braunfels, Texas 78130
Telephone: (830) 629-8416

Fax: (830) 629-8435

copies: Nathan Pence, Guadalupe Blanco River Authority
Tyler Hjorth, City of San Marcos
Mike Dussere, Word of Comal County
David Davenport, Canyon Regional Water Authority
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Humberto Ramos, Canyon Regional Water Authority
Steve Parker, City of Seguin

Judge Kyle Kutscher, Guadalupe County

Latry Schwab, Friends of Lake McQueeney

Jeanette West, Lake Placid (CULP)

Ryan Kelso, New Braunfels Utilities

Michael Short, New Braunfels Utilities

Judge Sherman Krause, Comal County

Mark Enders, City of New Braunfels

Chester Jenke, Greater New Braunfels Chamber of Commerce
Glenn Lord, Dow Chemical Company

Daniel Pepin, Springs Hill Water Supply Corporation
Steve Ramsey, Springs Hill Water Supply Corporation
Graham Moore, P.E., Alliance Regional Water Authority
Mark B Taylor
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Melissa Schmidt

EOPEIIR A RTERAGEY
From: PUBCOMMENT-OCC
Sent: Tuesday, September 21, 2021 8:25 AM
To: PUBCOMMENT-OCCZ; PUBCOMMENT-OPIC: PU BCOMMENT-ELD; PURCOMMENT-
WWW-WRAS
Subject: FW: Public comment on Permit Number WRPERM 13098
Attachments: GBC Public Meeting Request_SAWS_WRPERM 13098_09-20-2021_Final.pdf
Pivt

From: rkelso@nbutexas.com <rkelso@nbutexas.com>

Sent: Monday, September 20, 2021 2:20 PM

To: PUBCOMMENT-OCC <PUBCOMMENT-OCC@tceq.texas.gov>
Subject: Public comment on Permit Number WRPERM 13098
REGULATED ENTY NAME WRPERM 13098

RN NUMBER: RN107107526

PERMIT NUMBER: WRPERM 13098

DOCKET NUMBER:

COUNTY: BEXAR, CALHOUN, GOLIAD, KARNES, REFUGIO, VICTORIA, WILSON
PRINCIPAL NAME: SAN ANTONIO WATER SYSTEM

CN NUMBER: CN600529069

FROM

NAME: MR Kenneth Ryan Kelso

E-MAIL: rkelso@nbutexas.com

COMPANY: Guadalupe Basin Coalition

ADDRESS: 263 MAIN P17
NEW BRAUNFELS TX 78130-5135

PHONE: 8306298416
FAX: 8306298435
COMMENTS: September 20, 2021 Ms. Laurie Gharis VIA ELECTRONIC FILING AND Chief Clerk FIRST-CLASS MAIL Office of

the Chief Clerlk (MC-105) Texas Commission on Environmental Quality P.0. Box 13087 Austin, Texas 78711-3087 Re:
Guadalupe Basin Coalition, Public Meeting Request on San Antonio Water System Application for Water Use Permit No.
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13098 Dear Ms. Gharis: The Guadai...< Basin Coalition (GBC) is a diverse, non pi..t association of 17 businesses,
chambers of commerce, lake associations, and governmental entities in counties along the Guadalupe River Basin—
including its tributaries and springs—that are bonded by a common concern for the economic and environmental
sustainability of the water resources within the Guadalupe River Rasin. One of the purposes of the GBC is to protect the
freshwater springs that sustain stream flows in the Guadalupe River Basin. In furtherance of that goal, GBC Members are
united in our strong conviction that the springs and river system must continue to flow for the benefit of the growing
population in the river basin and for the environment. The membership of the GBC is documented in those copied on
this letter. The water resources of Guadalupe River Basin and downstream bay and estuary systems are unique in Texas
hecause of the direct relationship between the Edwards Aquifer and the Comal, Guadalupe and San Marcos Rivers.
Making the conditions even more complex and interrelated, is the relationship to the San Antonio River, a separate river
basin but a tributary of the Guadalupe River. In the Edwards Aquifer Authority Act, the Texas Legislature stated “the
Edwards Aquifer is 2 unique and complex hydrological system” that “has a hydrologic interrelationship to the
Guadalupe, San Antonio, San Marcos, Comal, Frio, and Nueces river basins” and “is vital to the general economy and
welfare of this state.” Unquestionably, water levels in the Edwards Aquifer, which are heavily influenced by human
consumption of water from the Aquifer, directly affect spring and stream flows in the Guadalupe River. Surface water
rights, groundwater rights and water levels, and water availability within the Guadalupe and San Antonio River Basins
are extremely complicated and totally interdependent. For exam ple, even a small reduction in the natural flow volumes
from the Comal Springs, San Marcos Springs, and others that discharge water from the Edwards Aquifer into the
Guadalupe River and its tributaries can severely affect the natural resources that supply water to hundreds of thousands
of Texans in a rapidly growing area of the state. Indeed, depletion of water levels in the Edwards Aquifer has caused
problems in our region. Depleted Edwards Aquifer levels during the sustained period of drought between 2011 and 2015
caused water suppliers throughout the region who depend on both produced water from the Edwards Aquifer and the
springs to implement drought contingency measures and curtail water use. Despite this difficult reality, TCEQ's Executive
Director has preliminarily recommended granting an authorization for San Antonic Water System {SAWS) to transport
more than 260,000 acre feet of groundwater per year, the vast majority of which will be produced from the Edwards
Aquifer, over 100 miles downstream to be subsequently diverted and used for agricultural, industrial, mining, municipal
and/or instream purposes. This appears to be bad public policy, and it is a regulatory decision that could have direct
negative impacts on dozens of communities, water suppliers and other entities that have historically relied on the water
resources of the Guadalupe River Basin for their supplies. According to TCEQ’s public notice, the Application proposes
only a short diversion reach at the extreme bottom of the Guadalupe River immediately upstream of its discharge to San
Antonio Bay, yet the Application proposes to use water under the proposed permit in several counties well upstream of
the diversion reach—inciuding several counties that straddle the San Antonio and Guadalupe River Basins. The place of
use designation appears to relate to the original Application request to set aside 50,000 acre feet of permitted return
flows per year for instream uses within the San Antonio and Guadalupe Rivers and freshwater inflows into San Antonio
Bay. However, TCEQ staff determined that TCEQ lacks authority to grant such authorization. Consequently, the Draft
Permit includes no provisions for the maintenance of instream flows and freshwater inflows, despite the fact that Water
Code Section 11.042(b) expressly authorizes TCEQ to include special conditions “to help maintain instream uses and
freshwater inflows to bays and estuaries.” It is unclear from the Application whether the proposed place of use will
include use of water resources within the Guadalupe River Basin upstream of the proposed diversion reach. This
ambiguity could potentially create unforeseen impacts on Guadalupe River Basin rights. In addition, the GBC is
concerned that the lack of protection of instream uses and freshwater inflows may further adversely affect water rights
within the Guadalupe Basin. The Application and Draft Permit propose and incorporate a complex Accounting Plan by
which SAWS would track and account for discharges, diversions, and losses associated with the proposed bed and banks
authorization. The GBC is concerned that the Accounting Plan as currently proposed has been developed based on
incomplete data relating to loss factors and calculations in the San Antonio and Guadalupe River Basins. In addition, the
GBC believes that a substantial portion of the return flows proposed for diversion in the Application constitute what
TCEQ has previously classified as “historic” return flows. The Draft Permit includes no reference to the historic nature of
SAWS's return flows. That issue may be an important and determining factor in evaluating whether the proposed
Accounting Plan accurately reflects preexisting Water Availability Modeling information maintained by TCEQ for the San
Antonio and Guadalupe River Basins. The Application asserts that the water proposed for diversion “would not be
present in the San Antonio River, but for actions taken by SAWS.” In light of the Legislature’s findings in the EAA Act, the
GBC does not agree and believes that statement fails to consider and is not an accurate reflection of Edwards Aquifer
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sound policy exists to benefit all communities and entities that rely on Edwards Aquifer water—both produced through
wells and discharged naturafly through springs. TCEQ's decision to grant SAWS’s requested permit would severely
undermine, if not entirely circumvent, authority vested by the Legislature in the EAA. And technically the draft permit

grant SAWS’s requested permit will have on water resources in the Guadalupe Basin. GBC sincerely appreciates TCEQ's
thoughtful consideration of our tomments and public meeting request. Please add me to your official mailing list for this
Mmatter. Sincerely, Ryan Kelso GBC Chairman 263 Main Plaza New Braunfels, Texas 78130 Telephone: {830) 629-8416 Fax:
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September 20, 2021
Ms. Laurie Gharis VIiA ELECTRONIC FILING AND
Chief Clerk FIRST-CLASS MAIL

Office of the Chief Clerk (MC-105)

Texas Commission on Environmental Quality
P.O. Box 13087

Austin, Texas 78711-3087

Re: Guadalupe Basin Coalition, Public Meeting Request
on San Antonio Water System Application for Water Use Permit No. 13098

Dear Ms. Gharis:

The Guadalupe Basin Coalition (GBC) is a diverse, non-profit association of 17 businesses,
chambers of commerce, lake associations, and governmental entities in counties along the
Guadalupe River Basin—including its tributaries and springs—that are bonded by a common
concern for the economic and environmental sustainability of the water resources within the
Guadalupe River Basin. One of the purposes of the GBC is to protect the freshwater springs that
sustain stream flows in the Guadalupe River Basin. In furtherance of that goal, GBC Members
are united in our strong conviction that the springs and river system must continue to flow for the
benefit of the growing population in the river basin and for the environment. The membership
of the GBC is documented in those copied on this letter.

The water resources of Guadalupe River Basin and downstream bay and estuary systems are
unique in Texas because of the direct relationship between the Edwards Aquifer and the Comal,
Guadalupe and San Marcos Rivers. Making the conditions even more complex and interrelated,
is the relationship to the San Antonio River, a separate river basin but a tributary of the
Guadalupe River. In the Edwards Aquifer Authority Act, the Texas Legislature stated “the
Edwards Aquifer is a unique and complex hydrological system” that “has a hydrologic
interrelationship to the Guadalupe, San Antonio, San Marcos, Comal, Frio, and Nueces river
basins” and “is vital to the general economy and welfare of this state.” Unquestionably, water
levels in the Edwards Aquifer, which are heavily influenced by human consumption of water
from the Aquifer, directly affect spring and stream flows in the Guadalupe River. Surface water
rights, groundwater rights and water levels, and water availability within the Guadalupe and San
Antonio River Basins are extremely complicated and totally interdependent.

For example, even a small reduction in the natural flow volumes from the Comal Springs, San
Marcos Springs, and others that discharge water from the Edwards Aquifer into the Guadalupe
River and its tributaries can severely affect the natural resources that supply water to hundreds of
thousands of Texans in a rapidly growing area of the state. Indeed, depletion of water fevels in
the Edwards Aquifer has caused problems in our region. Depleted Edwards Aquifer levels during
the sustained period of drought between 201 | and 2015 caused water suppliers throughout the
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region who depend on both produced water from the Edwards Aquifer and the springs to

implement drought contingency measures and curtail water use.

Despite this difficult reality, TCEQ’s Executive Director has preliminarily recommended
granting an authorization for San Antonio Water System (SAWS) to transport more than 260,000
acre-feet of groundwater per year, the vast majority of which will be produced from the Edwards
Aquifer, over 100 miles downstream to be subsequently diverted and used for agricultural,
industrial, mining, municipal and/or instream purposes. This appears to be bad public policy, and
it is a regulatory decision that could have direct negative impacts on dozens of communities,
water suppliers and other entities that have historically relied on the water resources of the
Guadalupe River Basin for their supplies.

According to TCEQ’s public notice, the Application proposes only a short diversion reach
at the extreme bottom of the Guadalupe River immediately upstream of its discharge to San
Antonio Bay, yet the Application proposes to use water under the proposed permit in several
counties well upstream of the diversion reach—including several counties that straddle the San
Antonio and Guadalupe River Basins. The place of use designation appears to relate to the original
Application request to set aside 50,000 acre-feet of permitted return flows per year for instream
uses within the San Antonio and Guadalupe Rivers and freshwater inflows into San Antonio Bay.
However, TCEQ staff determined that TCEQ lacks authority to grant such authorization.
Consequently, the Draft Permit includes no provisions for the maintenance of instream flows and
freshwater inflows, despite the fact that Water Code Section 11.042(b) expressly authorizes TCEQ
to include special conditions “to help maintain instream uses and freshwater inflows to bays and
estuaries.” It is unclear from the Application whether the proposed place of use will include use of
water resources within the Guadalupe River Basin upstream of the proposed diversion reach. This
ambiguity could potentially create unforeseen impacts on Guadalupe River Basin rights. In
addition, the GBC is concerned that the lack of protection of instream uses and freshwater inflows
may further adversely affect water rights within the Guadalupe Basin.

The Application and Draft Permit propose and incorporate a complex Accounting Plan by
which SAWS would track and account for discharges, diversions, and losses associated with the
proposed bed-and-banks authorization. The GBC is concerned that the Accounting Plan as
currently proposed has been developed based on incomplete data relating to loss factors and
calculations in the San Antonio and Guadalupe River Basins. In addition, the GBC believes that a
substantial portion of the return flows proposed for diversion in the Application constitute what
TCEQ has previously classified as “historic” return flows. The Draft Permit includes no reference
to the historic nature of SAWS’s return flows. That issue may be an important and determining
factor in evaluating whether the proposed Accounting Plan accurately reflects preexisting Water
Availability Modeling information maintained by TCEQ for the San Antonio and Guadalupe River
Basins.

The Application asserts that the water proposed for diversion “would not be present in the
San Antonio River, but for actions taken by SAWS.” In light of the Legislature’s findings in the
EAA Act, the GBC does not agree and believes that statement fails to consider and is not an
accurate reflection of Edwards Agquifer and surface water dynamics. The aforementioned
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uniqueness of the Application requires additional consideration of this important issue. The

potentially far-reaching and significant impact the proposed permit may have on surface and
groundwater rights and interests throughout the Guadalupe River Basin requires {ull stakeholder
engagement and participation though a public meeting.

GBC understands the importance of water reuse and environmental protection. Most GBC
members that are municipal water suppliers have or will implement robust water reuse programs,
Many GBC members are participants in the Edwards Aquifer Habitat Conservation Plan. But
allowing a municipal water supplier such as SAWS to transport and divert discharged water over
100 miles downstream from its service area for vague, ill-defined purposes cannot realistically be
considered “reuse” at all.

Rather than permit exporting critically important Edwards Aquifer water out of our region,
TCEQ should be acting to encourage reuse of these resources within our region. The EAA Act
requires Edwards Aquifer water to be used within the boundaries of the EAA. Consistent with
that law, and as noted in the Draft Permit, SAWS is already authorized to reuse its Edwards
Aquifer water within Bexar County under several existing water rights authorizations. TCEQ
simply cannot ignore the EAA Act requirements. That sound policy exists to benefit all
communities and entities that rely on Edwards Aquifer water—both produced through wells and
discharged naturally through springs.

TCEQ’s deciston to grant SAWS’s requested permit would severely undermine, if not entirely
circumvent, authority vested by the Legislature in the EAA. And technically the draft permit
does not reflect or protect the reality of the interrelationships between the Edwards Aquifer, and
the Guadalupe and San Antonio River Basins. The adverse impacts of that action on water
suppliers and users in the Guadalupe River Basin is not theoretical as has been demonstrated in
recent drought years. For these reasons, the GBC Members request that the TCEQ conduct a
public meeting on Application No. 13098 to fairly consider the far-reaching impact its decision
to grant SAWS’s requested permit will have on water resources in the Guadalupe Basin.

GBC sincerely appreciates TCEQ’s thoughtful consideration of our comments and public
meeting request. Please add me to your otficial mailing list for this matter.

Sincerely,

Ryan Kelso

GBC Chairman

263 Main Plaza

New Braunfels, Texas 78130
Telephone: (830) 629-8416
Fax: (830) 629-8435

copies: Nathan Pence, Guadalupe Blanco River Authority
Tyler Hjorth, City of San Marcos
Mike Dussere, Word of Comal County
David Davenport. Canyon Regional Water Authority
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Humberto Ramos, Canyon Regional Water Authority

Steve Parker, City of Seguin

Judge Kyle Kutscher, Guadalupe County

Larry Schwab, Friends of Lake McQueeney

Jeanette West, Lake Placid (CULP)

Ryan Kelso, New Braunfels Utilities

Michael Short, New Braunfeis Utilities

Judge Sherman Krause, Comal County

Mark Enders, City of New Braunfels

Chester Jenke, Greater New Braunfels Chamber of Commerce
Glenn Lord, Dow Chemical Company

Daniel Pepin, Springs Hill Water Supply Corporation
Steve Ramsey, Springs Hill Water Supply Corporation
Graham Moore, P.E., Alliance Regional Water Authority
Mark B Taylor
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From: PUBCOMMENT-OCC

Sent: Thursday, September 9, 2021 3:00 PM

To: PUBCOMMENT-WWW-WRAS; PUBCOMMENT-ELD; PUBCOMMENT-0CCZ;
PUBCOMMENT-OPIC

Subject: FW: Public comment on Permit Number WRPERM 13098

Fror;q: j.andchouseho!d20.14@gmail.com .<jandchouseﬁ.old.2014@gmail.cofﬁ>
Sent: Thursday, September 9, 2021 2:09 PM

To: PUBCOMMENT-0CC <PUBCOMMENT-OCC@tceq.texas.gov>

Subject: Public comment on Permit Number WRPERM 13098

REGULATED ENTY NAME WRPERM 13098

RN NUMBER: RN107107526

PERMIT NUMBER: WRPERM 13098

DOCKET NUMBER:

COUNTY: BEXAR, CALHOUN, GOLIAD, KARNES, REFUGIO, VICTORIA, WILSON
PRINCIPAL NAME: SAN ANTONIO WATER SYSTEM

CN NUMBER: CN600529069

FROM

NAME: MS Carrie Klein

E-MAIL: jandchousehold2014@gmail.com

COMPANY:

ADDRESS: 2807 N MAIN AVE
SAN ANTONIO TX 782122944

PHONE: 2067852575
FAX:

COMMENTS: i am a newcomer to Texas and want to share my tremendous enthusiasm for the efforts of the San
Antonio Water Authority to help keep the flow of fresh water heading down the San Antonio River and ultimately into
the Gulf. | am not a scientist but my understanding of their innovative approach seems to take both the environmental
and the economic interests of stakeholders all the way down the river into account. Please grant this permit.

1
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From: PUBCOMMENT-OCC

Sent: Monday, September 20, 2021 10:18 AM

To: PUBCOMMENT-0CC2; PUBCOMMENT-OPIC; PUBCOMMENT-ELD: PUBCOMMENT-
WWW-WRAS

Subject: FW: Public comment on Permit Number WRPERM 13098

Attachments: r_1526_SAWS_bed_and_banks_2015-09-1 6.pdf

From: bmast@sariverauthority.org <bmast@sariverauthority.org>
Sent: Monday, September 20, 2021 8:32 AM

To: PUBCOMMENT-OCC <PUBCOMMENT-OCC@tceq.texas.gov>
Subject: Public comment on Permit Number WRPERM 13098
REGULATED ENTY NAME WRPERM 13098

RN NUMBER: RN107107526

PERMIT NUMBER: WRPERM 13098

DOCKET NUMBER:

COUNTY: BEXAR, CALHOUN, GOLIAD, KARNES, REFUGIO, VICTORIA, WILSON
PRINCIPAL NAME: SAN ANTONIO WATER SYSTEM

CN NUMBER: CN600529069

FROM

NAME: Brian S. Mast

E-MAIL: bmast@sariverauthority.org

COMPANY: San Antonio River Authority

ADDRESS: 100 E GUENTHER
SAN ANTONIO TX 78204-1401

PHONE: 2103023827
FAX:
COMMENTS: San Antonio River Authority submitting September 2015 Board of Directors Resolution in support of

WRPERM 13098. This is the 2nd of 2 support submittals as we could only attach one document per submission. Thank
you, Brian 5. Mast, JD Manager of Government Affairs



RESOLUTION NO. R-1526

RESOLUTION OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS OF THE SAN ANTONIO
RIVER AUTHORITY IN SUPPORT OF APPLICATION NO. 13098 BY THE
SAN ANTONIO WATER SYSTEM TO THE TEXAS COMMISSION ON
ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY FOR A BED AND BANKS
AUTHORIZATION

Whereas, the San Antonio River Authority (SARA) is a governmental agency, a municipality,
body politic and corporate, vested with all the authority and full sovereignty of the State, created
by special legislative act pursuant to Section 59, Article 16 of the Constitution of the State of
Texas; and

Whereas, SARA’s powers and authority include, but not limited to, the control of the waters of
those parts of all rivers, streams and tributaries thereof which are within its four County statutory
boundaries; and

Whereas, SARA’s Board of Directors has adopted the goals of exemplifying environmental
leadership, stewardship and expertise; enhancing community appreciation for the environmental
resources of the San Antonio River and its tributaries; and advancing a sustainable environment
within SARA’s statutory boundaries and downstream through the confluence of the San Antonio
and Guadalupe River Basin and into the San Antonio Bay and its estuary system; and

Whereas, the San Antonio River Authority is a co-founder and sponsoring partner of the San
Antonio Bay Partnership, a regional, non-profit, stakeholder-driven planning and management
program for the San Antonio Bay/Guadalupe Estuary; and

Whereas, the mission of the San Antonio Bay Partnership includes, infer alia, the creation of a
sustainable working partnership of committed stakeholders committed to protect, resiore and
enhance the natural resources of the San Antonio Bay System for the benefit of the ecosystem
and its human uses; and

Whereas, Aransas County, which has coastline proximate to the San Antonio Bay, and its estuary
system, is home fo the Aransas National Wildlife Refuge and the winter habitat for the Aransas-
Wood buffalo Whooping Crane Flock (grus americana); and

Whereas, the health of San Antonio Bay, its estuaries, and the fisheries they support are of
critical importance to the Whooping Crane Flock, and the vitality of the recreational and tourism
interests in the coastal area; and

Whereas, the health of San Antonio Bay and related estuaries are benefitted by the availability of
a continued adequate freshwater inflow from the San Antonio and Guadalupe Rivers; and

Whereas, the economy of Aransas County and the livelihood of many of its residents are
dependent upon tourism, recreation, navigation, fisheries, parks, aesthetics, and the aquatic and
riparian wildlife habitat associated with a healthy San Antonio Bay ecosysten; and



Whereas, the Texas Instream Flow Program and Environmental Flows Program were established
by the Texas Legislature in 2007 to determine flows necessary to maintain a sound environment
in the state’s major rivers, bays and estuaries; and

Whereas, studies conducted pursuant to the Program recommended flow regimes necessary to
maintain the health of the San Antonio/Guadalupe River System and the San Antonio Bay; and

Whereas, the State has adopted Environmental Flow Standards for Surface Water in the San
Antonio/Guadalupe River System and the San Antonio Bay at 30 TAC §298.350-390; and

Whereas, the Texas Legistature and the committee created to study the environmental flow needs
of the San Antonio/Guadatupe River system have encouraged voluntary efforts to provide fresh
water to meet these flow standards; and

Whereas, the City of San Antonio ("San Antonio"), acting by and through its San Antonio Water
System ("SAWS"), currently reclaims an estimated 140,000 acre-feet of wastewater effluent per
year by treating the same to Type ! reclaimed water standards prior to direct reuse by SAWS'
customers or discharge to the San Antonio River and its tributaries; and

Whereas, Texas law allows San Antonio to directly reuse its reclaimed water within its water
distribution system without discharge into the river; and

Whereas, Texas law also provides that the reclaimed water, unless authorized for reuse, becomes
the property of the State of Texas upon discharge into a watercourse and, thereafter, subject to
removal from the river and use by others prior to reaching San Antonio Bay to the extent
permitted by the State through water rights permits issued by the Texas Commission on
Environmental Quality {TCEQ); and

Whereas, SAWS has filed an application to TCEQ (the Application) for authorization under
Texas Water Code Section 11.042 (b) to use the bed and banks of the San Antonio and
Guadalupe Rivers to transport, divert and reuse 50,000 acre-feet of the City’s groundwater-based
reclaimed water solely for instream use as defined in 30 TAC 297.1(25); and

Whereas, instream use is a beneficial use of water and includes navigation, recreation,
hydropower, fisheries, game preserves, stock raising, park purposes, aesthetics, water quality
protection, aquatic and riparian wildlife habitat, freshwater inflows for bays and estuaries, and
any other instream use all as recognized by law; and

Whereas, SAWS is currently engaged in discussions with landowners in Refugio County
regarding construction of a diversion facility and subsequent reuse of a minimum of 50,000 acre-
feet of the reclaimed water measured at the point of discharge in a manner consistent with state
law that will also help maintain instream uses and freshwater inflows to San Antonio Bay and its
estuaries; and



Whereas, the Board of Directors of the San Antonio River Authority believes that SAWS'
Application is a constructive voluntary effort to prudently manage San Antonio’s valuable
reclaimed water for the mutual benefit of San Antonio and downstream interests, including the
San Antonio Bay and its estuary system; and

Whereas, the Board of Directors of the San Antonio River Authority desires to express its
support for the Application;

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED BY THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS OF THE SAN
ANTONIO RIVER AUTHORITY THAT:

1. The San Antonio River Authority hereby supports the pending Application No. 13098 of
the San Antonio Water System to the Texas Commission on Environmental Quality for a
Bed and Banks Authorization.

2. The Authority's General Manager is hereby directed to communicate this Resolution of

support to the Texas Commission on Environmental Quality, and is further authorized to
take such other action as she deems appropriate in furtherance of this Resolution.

PASSED AND APPROVED this the 16th day of September, 2015.
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HECTOR R, MORALES, "Secretary“

ATTEST:
i
|
1.




CERTIFICATE OF SECRETARY

SAN ANTONIO RIVER AUTHORITY

20 Lon

SAN ANTONIO, BEXAR COUNTY, TEXAS

I hereby certify the above and foregoing to be a duplicate original of Resolution No.
R-1526 of the Board of Directors of the SAN ANTONIO RIVER AUTHORITY as passed and
appmved by the members of said Board ata regular meeting of the Board of Directors of said
AUTHORITY held on _Jgudmierw |6 . 2015, in San Antonio, Bexar County, Texas, at
which a quorum was present, as shown by the Minutes of said meeting.

IN TESTIMONY WHEREOF, witness my hand and the official seal of the SAN
ANTONIO RIVER AUTHORITY on this the f4% day of &'m ,AD, 205, in
San Antonio, Bexar County, Texas. : /

Loofedas
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Melissa Schmidt
L

From: PUBCOMMENT-OCC

Sent: Monday, September 20, 2021 10:17 AM

To: PUBCOMMENT-OCC2; PUBCOMMENT-OPIC: PUBCOMMENT-ELD; PUBCOMMENT-
WWW-WRAS

Subject: FW: Public comment on Permit Number WRPERM 13098

Attachments: FINAL Bed and Banks Letter of Support.pdf

From: bmast@sariverauthority.org <bmast@sariverauthority.org>
Sent: Monday, September 20, 2021 8:14 AM

To: PUBCOMMENT-OCC <PUBCOMMENT«OCC@tceq.texas.gow
Subject: Public comment on Permit Number WRPERM 13098
REGULATED ENTY NAME WRPERM 13098

RN NUMBER: RN107107526

PERMIT NUMBER: WRPERM 13098

DOCKET NUMBER:

COUNTY: BEXAR, CALHOUN, GOLIAD, KARNES, REFUGIO, VICTORIA, WILSON
PRINCIPAL NAME: SAN ANTONIO WATER SYSTEM

CN NUMBER: CN600529069

FROM

NAME: Brian S. Mast

E-MAIL: bmast@sariverauthoritv.org

COMPANY: San Antonio River Authority

ADDRESS: 100 E GUENTHER
SAN ANTONIO TX 78204-1401

PHONE: 2103023827
FAX:
COMMENTS: Please accept the attached in support of WRPERM 13098 on behalf of the San Antonio River Authority. in

September 2015 the San Antonio Board of Directors adopted a Resolution in support of the permit application and again
on September 15, 2021 the Board passed a motion asking staff to submit an additional letter of support. The staff letter

1




ached. Another subnussion will contain the original Board Resoluuon as only one document can be
estions about the San Antonio River Authority's support for WRPERM 13098

tfully submitted, Brian 5. Mast, JD Manager of Government Affairs

of support is att
uploaded at a time. Should you have any qu

please do not hesitate to contact us. Respec



SAN ANTONIO
RIVER AUTHORITY

September 17, 2021

Office of the Clerk, MC 105

Texas Commission on Environmental Quality
P.O. Box 13087

Austin, TX 78711-3087

Re: WRPERM 13098
Dear Mr. Baker:

The San Antonic River Authority strongly supports San Antonio Water System’s
(SAWS) Application No. 13098. The San Antonio River Authority (River Authority),
created by a Texas legislative enactment in 1937, has a jurisdiction which covers
3,658 square miles encompassing Bexar, Wilson, Karnes, and Goliad counties in
South Ceniral Texas. Included in the River Authority’s responsibilities is the control
of the waters of those parts of all rivers, streams and tributaries within the agency’s
four-county jurisdiction. In support of these responsibilities, the River Authority’s
elected Board of Directors has adopted goals of exemplifying environmental
leadership, stewardship and expertise; enhancing community appreciation for the
environmental resources of the San Antonio River and its tributaries; and advancing
a sustainable environment within the River Authority’s statutory boundaries and
downstream through the confluence of the San Antonio and Guadalupe River Basins
and into the San Antonio Bay and its estuary system.

On September 16, 2015 the River Authority Board of Directors adopted the attached
Resolution, R-1526, expressing support for SAW's Application 13098. Then again, at
our most recent regular Board meeting on September 15, 2021 the Board of Directors
took action reiterating their support for Application No. 13098 and directing staff to
submit a contemporaneous letter of support.

The River Authority recognizes freshwater inflows are a significant component of an
economically and environmentally healthy estuary and bay system. The Texas
Instream Flow and Environmental Flows programs have conducted studies to assist
in determining the flows necessary to maintain sound environments in the state’s
major rivers, bays and estuaries. Through the science and stakeholder processes of
these programs, voluntary discharges of high-quality return flows into the San
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Antonio River have been identified and encouraged. The River Authority therefore supports
SAWS Application 13098 as it addresses a strategy developed by the SB3/HB3 San
Antonio/Guadalupe Bay and Basin Area Stakeholder Committee (BBASC) for the attainment of
TCEQ Instream Flow Standards and Bay and Estuary Freshwater Inflow Standards, The River
Authority strongly supports the approval of SAWS’ Bed and Banks authorization request.

Thank you,

General Manager

CcC:

¢ Mr. Ramiro Garcia, Deputy Executive Director MC 118, TCEQ, P.O. Box 13087, Austin, TX
78711-3087

o Ms. L'Oreal Stepney, P.E., Deputy Executive Director MC 118, TCEQ, P.O. Box 13087,
Austin, TX 78711-3087

e Donovan Burton, SAWS, P.O. Box 2449, San Antonio, TX 78298

s Dan Crowley, SAWS, P.O. Box 2449, San Antonio, TX 78298



Comm-4114"1

C.H. “Burt” Mills, Jr.
County Judge

2840 Highway 35 North Telephone 361-790-0106
Rockport, Texas 78382 Fax 361-727-2043

Email: judge@,aransascuung'.org

September 1, 2021

Office of the Clerk, MC 105 REV;EWED }:‘2 Tj
Texas Commission on Environmental Quality SEP 0 3 2021 ::2 b
P.O. Box 13087 o=
Austin, TX 78711-3087 By OCu) 5w
b £2

m s

Dear Mr. Baker:

This letter is In support of the San Antonio Water System’s Application No. 13098 to use the bed and banks of
streams in the San Antonio and Guadalupe River basins to convey groundwater-based return flows for
subsequent diversion and use.

The issue is of importance to communities like ours which enjoy environmental, recreational, and economic
benefits from these return flows that will be voluntarily discharged by SAWS for instream uses.

Each year, SAWS will release at feast 50,000 acre-feet of highly treated, high-quality return flows into the San
Antonic River. These return flows ultimately fiow into San Antonio Bay on the Texas coast, less natural Josses
along the way. These permitted return flows will be dedicated forinstream uses to support strategies developed
by the SB3/HB3 San Antonio/Guadalupe Bay and Basin Area Stakeholder Committee (BBASC) for the attainment
of TCEQ Instream Flow Standards and Bay and Estuary Freshwater Inflow Standards.

These permitted return flows will also serve as a supply of water for instream uses from its points of discharge
to its point of diversion. These important uses include recreation, fisheries, game preserves, stock raising,
aesthetics, water quality protection, navigation, and aquatic and wildiife habitat.



The application and commitment of water from SAWS is a great public service to San Antonio Bayand the nearby
coastal communities and businesses that rely on it. It represents a bold and innovative step to protect
ecosystems and the economies that rely on them. We strongly support the approval of SAWS’ Bed and Banks
authorization request.

Thank you,

C.H. "Burt”
Aransas County Julige

cC

Mr. Toby Baker, Executive Director

Mr. Ramiro Garcia, Deputy Executive Director

Ms. L'Oreal Stepney, P.E., Deputy Executive Director

Donovan Burton, SAWS VP of Water Resources and Government Relations
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Melissa Schmidt

e T R RRRRR—, R B R A IR PSS ORI

From: PUBCOMMENT-QCC

Sent: Tuesday, September 21, 2021 8:49 AM

To: PUBCOMMENT-QCC2; PUBCOMMENT-OPIC; PUBCOMMENT-ELD; PUBCOMMENT-
WWW-WRAS

Subject: FW: Public comment on Permit Number WRPERM 13098

Attachments: PDF of letter.pdf

From: robert.pineda@gapac.com <robert.pineda@gapac.com>
Sent: Monday, September 20, 2021 8:46 PM

To: PUBCOMMENT-0OCC <PUBCOMMENT-OCC@tceq.texas.gov>
Subject: Public comment on Permit Number WRPERM 13098
REGULATED ENTY NAME WRPERM 13098

RN NUMBER: RN107107526

PERMIT NUMBER: WRPERM 13098

DOCKET NUMBER:

COUNTY: BEXAR, CALHOUN, GOLIAD, KARNES, REFUGIO, VICTORIA, WILSON
PRINCIPAL NAME: SAN ANTONIO WATER SYSTEM

CN NUMBER: CN600529069

FROM

NAME: Bob Pineda

E-MAIL: robert.pineda@gapac.com

COMPANY: Georgia-Pacific Gypsum, LLC

ADDRESS: PO BOX 579
MC QUEENEY TX 78123-0579

PHONE: 8304011021
FAX:

COMMENTS: Please see attachment



Georgia-Pacific Gypsum LLC
McQueeney Gypsum Wallboard
P.G. Box 579
McQueeney, Texas 78123
Telephone {830) 401-1000

VIA ELECTRONIC SUBMITTAL

(https:/www id feeg fexas.goviepie/eComment)

September 20, 2021

Office of the Chief Clerk
Texas Commission on Environmental Quality

Re:  Public Comment by Georgia-Pacific Gypsum LLC
Notice of an Application for A Water Use Permit for San Antonio Water System
Application No. 10398

PDear Sir/Madam:

Georgia-Pacific Gypsum LLC (“Georgia-Pacific™) submits the following comments concerning the
above-referenced water use permit application (the “Application”) that would allow the San Antonio
Water System ("SAWS™) to use the bed and banks of multiple tributaries of the San Antonio and
Guadalupe Rivers, along with their respective river basins, to convey 260,991 acre-feet of groundwater-
based return flows per year for subsequent diversion.

Georgia-Pacific owns and operates a wallboard manufacturing plant in McQueeney, Texas that employs
approximately 90 individuals who manufacture building products integral to the construction industry in
the McQueeney area, the State of Texas, and beyond. Through its payroll, tax payments, and
community contributions, the facility is a significant contributor to the local economy.

Georgia-Pacific’'s McQueeney facility relies almost exclusively on Guadalupe River surface water for its
manufacturing operations through a contract with Guadalupe-Blanco River Authority (“GBRA™). For
this reason, Georgia-Pacific has a vital interest in the continued stewardship of the river basin’s scarce
water resources in a manner that protects the rights of existing water users. The Texas Commission on
Environmental Quality (“TCEQ™) acknowledges in the Application materials that the proposed
conveyance and diversion would negatively impact existing water rights in the affected river basins.
Any impact to Georgia-Pacific’s existing water supply is a concern to our company and the future
operations of the McQueeney facility.

On this same day, Georgia-Pacific understands that GBRA — on behalf of its many customers — is filing
a request to dismiss the Application or, in the alternative, to request a contested case hearing on the
Application. Georgia-Pacific supports GBRAs efforts to protect the interests of its customers and urges
TCEQ to grant GBRA’s requested relief.



Georgia-Pacific appreciates the opportunity to provide these comments and looks forward to working
with TCEQ on this and other matters in the future.

Sincerely,

Trey R. Shoup
Plant Manager



Melissa Schmidt

From: PUBCOMMENT-QCC

Sent: Friday, September 17, 2021 9:18 AM

To: PUBCOMMENT-OCCZ; PUBCOMMENT-OPIC; PUBCOMMENT-ELD; PURCOMMENT-
WWW-WRAS

Subject: FW: Public comment on Permit Number WRPERM 13098

Attachments: SAWSSupp9212.pdf

From: mayor@cityofrockport.com <mayor@cityofrockport.com>
Sent: Thursday, September 16, 2021 4:03 PM

To: PUBCOMMENT-OCC <PUBCOMMENT-OCC@1tceq.texas.gov>
Subject: Public comment on Permit Number WRPERM 13098
REGULATED ENTY NAME WRPERM 13098

RN NUMBER: RN107107526

PERMIT NUMBER: WRPERM 13098

DOCKET NUMBER:

COUNTY: BEXAR, CALHOUN, GOLIAD, KARNES, REFUGIO, VICTORIA, WILSON
PRINCIPAL NAME: SAN ANTONIO WATER SYSTEM

CN NUMBER: CN600529069

FROM

NAME: Patrick Rios

E-MAIL: mavor@cityofrockport.com

COMPANY: City of Rockport

ADDRESS: 2751 SH 35 Bypass
Rockport TX 78382

PHONE: 3617292213
FAX:

COMMENTS: Please consider the attached letter of support. Thank you. Patrick Rios Mayor City of Rockport



September 16, 2021

Office of the Clerk, MC 105

Texas Commission on Environmental Quality
P.0. Box 13087

Austin, TX 78711-3087

Dear Mr. Gharis:

This letter is in support of the San Antonic Water System’s Application No, 13098 to use the bed
and banks of streams in the San Antonio and Guadalupe River basins to convey groundwater-
based return flows for subsequent diversion and use.

The issue is of importance to communities like ours which enjoy environmental, recreational,
and economic benefits from these return flows that will be voluntarily discharged by SAWS for
instream uses.

Each year, SAWS will release at least 50,000 acre-feet of highly treated, high-quality return
flows into the San Antonio River. These return flows ultimately flow into San Antonio Bay on
the Texas coast, less natural losses along the way. These permitted return flows will be
dedicated for instream uses to support strategies developed by the SB3/HB3 San
Antonio/Guadalupe Bay and Basin Area Stakeholder Committee (BBASC) for the attainment of
- TCEQ Instream Flow Standards and Bay and Estuary Freshwater Inflow Standards.

These permitted return flows will also serve as a supply of water for instream uses from its
points of discharge to its point of diversion. These important uses include recreation, fisheries,
game preserves, stock raising, aesthetics, water quality protection, navigation, and aguatic and
wildlife habitat.

The application and commitment of water from SAWS isa great public service to San Antonio
Bay and the nearby coastal communities and businesses that rely on it. It represents a bold and
innovative step to protect ecosystems and the economies that rely on them. We strongly support
the approval of SAWS’ Bed and Banks authorization request.

Thank you,

é{amfck R. Rios
Mayor

cC:
¢ Mr. Toby Baker, Executive Director MC 109, TCEQ, 2.O. Box 13087, Austin, TX 78711-3087
@ Mr.Ramiro Garcia, Deputy Executive Director MC 108, TCEQ, P.0. Box 13087, Austin, TX
7B711-3087



e Ms, L'Oreal Stepney, P.E., Deputy Executive Director MC 109, TCEQ, P.O. Box 13087,
Austin, TX 78711-3087

e Donovan Burton, SAWS, P.O. Box 2449, San Antonio, TH 78298
o Dan Crowley, SAWS, P.O.Box 2449, San Antonic, TX 78298

751 SH 35 Bypass, Rockport, Texas 78382 Phone: (361) 729-2213, ext. 221 Fax: (361) 790-5966
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P.O. Box 194
Bayside, Texas 78340
Phone: (361) 529-6520 Fax: (361) 529-6409

Cham of Copano B4

MG 27 2015

Resolution of the Mayor and Town Council of Bayside, Texas

Whereas, Aransas County is home to the Aransas National Wildlife Refuge and winter habitat
for the endangered Whooping Crane; and <0
Whereas, the health of San Antonio Bay, its estuaries, and the fisheries they support areof
critical importance to the survival and recovery of the Whooping Crane and the vitality of the
recreational and tourism interests in the coastal area; and : e

-

Whereas, the health of San Antonio Bay and related estuaries are heavily dependent @n e
adequate freshwater inflow from the San Antonic and Guadalupe Rivers; and T
Whereas, the economy of Aransas County and the livelihood of many of its residents are
dependent upon tourism, recreation, navigation, fisheries, parks, aesthetics, and aquatic and
 riparian wildlife habitat that are in tun dependent upon the health of the San Antonio Bay
ecosystem; and _ S o S '

Whereas, the Texas In stream ¥ tow Program and Environmental Flows Program were
established by the Texas Legislature to determine flows necessary for a sound environment in the
state’s major rivers, bays and estuaries; and

Whereas, studies conducted pursuant to these programs recommended flow regimes necessary to
maintain the health of the San Antonio/Guadalupe River System and the San Antonio Bay; and

Whereas, the State has adopted Environmental Flow Standards for Surface Water in the San
Antonio/Guadalupe River System and the San Antonio Bay at 30 TAC §298.350-390; and

Whereas, the Texas Legislature and the committee created to study environmental flow needs of
the San Antonio/Guadalupe River system have encouraged voluntary efforts to provide fresh
water to meet these flow standards; and

Whereas, the City of San Antonio, acting by and through its San Antonio Water System (San
Antonio), currently treats to Type 1 reclaimed water standards prior to direct reuse or discharge
to the San Antonio River and its tributaries an average of approximately 140,000 acre-feet of
wastewater effluent per year; and

Town of Bayside is an cquai oppnr{ﬁnity provider and employer />




Whereas, this amount may grow in the future depending on the growth of San Antonio’s
population and the success of its future water conservation efforts; and

Whereas, greater than 90% of this reclaimed water is currently derived from San Antonio’s
privately-owned groundwater; and

Whereas, prior to discharge, this reclaimed water is a valuable asset of San Antonio that has been
treated at a cost to San Antonio residents currently in excess of $24 million per year; and

Whereas, Texas law would allow San Antonio to directly reuse this reclaimed water within its
water distribution system without discharge into the river; and

Whereas, San Antonio has already constructed one of the nation’s largest purple pipe systems for
the direct reuse of up to 35,000 acre-feet per year; and

Whereas, that direct reuse system could by expanded if necessary to protect San Antonio’s
ownership of this valuable asset; and

Whereas, San Antonio currently reuses up to 50,000 acre-feet per year of its reclaimed water to
operate its electric generation facilities; and

Whereas, Texas law also provides that the reclaimed water, unless authorized for reuse, becomes
the property of the State of Texas upon discharge into the river and thereafter subject to removal
from the river and use by others prior to reaching San Antonio Bay to the extent permitted by the
State through water rights permits issued by the Texas Commission on Environmental Quality
(TCEQ); and

Whereas, San Antonio has filed an application to TCEQ (the Application) for authorization
under Texas Water Code Section 11.042 (b) to use the bed and banks of the San Antonio and
Guadalupe Rivers to transport, divert and reuse 50,000 acre-feet of the City’s groundwater-based
reclaimed water solely for instream use as defined in 30 TAC 297.1(25); and

Whereas, instream use is a beneficial use of water and includes navigation, recreation,
hydropower, fisheries, game preserves, stock raising, park purposes, aesthetics, water quality
protection, aquatic and riparian wildlife habitat, freshwater inflows for bays and estuaries, and
any other instream use recognized by law; and

Whereas, the Application also seeks authorization for any future growth in volume of the City’s
groundwater-based reclaimed water for municipal, agricultural, industrial, mining and instream
use; and

Whereas, the Application currently designates a single diversion point for both current and future
discharges of reclaimed water near the mouth of the Guadalupe River at San Antonio Bay, and
recognizes that after the authorization is granted future diversion points may be sought by
amendment; and

Town of Bayside is an equaf'opportﬁnity provider and employer



Whereas, San Antonio is currently engaged in discussions with landowners in Refugio County
regarding construction of a diversion facility and subsequent reuse of a minimum of 50,000 acre-
feet of the reclaimed water measured at the point of discharge in a manner consistent with state
law that will also help maintain instream uses and freshwater inflows to San Antonio Bay and ifs
estuaries; and

Whereas, the Bayside Mayor and Town Council believes that the Application is a constructive
voluntary effort to prudently manage San Antonio’s valuable reclaimed water for the mutual
benefit of San Antonio and downstream inferests; and

Whereas, the Bayside Mayor and Town Council desires to express its support for the Application;

NOW THEREFORE be it resolved by the Bayside Mayor and Town Council of Bayside, Texas,
as follows:

1. Bayside, Texas, hereby supports the pending Application No. 13098 of the San Antonio
Water System to the Texas Commission on Environmental Quality for a Bed and Banks
Authorization.

2. The Mayor of Bayside is hereby directed to communicate this Resolution to the Texas
Commission on Environmental Quality and is authorized to take such other action as he
deems appropriate in furtherance of this Resolution.

DISCUSSED, APPROVED and ADOPTED at a regular meeting of the Bayside Town Council on
- Tuesday, August 11, 2015. ' ' _ '

ATTEST:

-4'/ hoa N R g / <7" {/&/ﬁw 4

John A. Rivera, City Secretary Tom Van Buren, Mayor

a2

Town of Bayside is an equai 6pp0rtﬁnity provider and employer



Town af Baysids
PO, Box 194

803 first Straat
Baysida, Tavas 7310

RECEW ED

AUG 27 205

CENTER
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Mr, Richard A, Hyde, P.E.
Executive Director

TCEQ  MC 109

PO Box 13087

Anctin TY FRI11-30R7




TheNature
Conservancy

Texas

WRPERM . T g

L
September 15, 2021 a0%LL = .
mry ~
Office of the Clerk, MC 105 ©om
Texas Commission on Environmental Quality ;; ~O
P.0. Box 13087 ﬁgvg &wm =

Austin, TX 78711-3087
SEP 23 Qgg;)

RE: San Antonio Water System’s Application No. 13098 !g ///

Dear Mr. Baker:

This letter is in support of the San Antonio Water System’s Application No. 13098 to use the
bed and banks of streams in the San Antonio and Guadalupe River basins to convey
groundwater-based return flows for subsequent diversion and use.

The Nature Conservancy in Texas continues to be a strong advocate for managing the limited
availability of freashwater resources to meet the needs of people and nature with the demands
of the growing population of the State of Texas. To meet environmental, recreational, and
economic benefits needs requires innovative approaches. The voluntary dedication by SAWS of
return flows for instream and bays and estuary uses is one example of how multiple benefits
can be achieved through scarce water resources.

Each year, SAWS will release at least 50,000 acre-feet of highly treated, high-quality return
flows into the San Antonio River. These return flows ultimately flow into San Antonio Bay on
the Texas coast, less natural losses along the way. These permitted return flows will be
dedicated for instream uses to support strategies developed by the SB3/HB3 San
Antonio/Guadalupe Bay and Basin Area Stakeholder Committee (BBASC) for the attainment of
TCEQ Instream Flow Standards and Bay and Estuary Freshwater Inflow Standards.

These permitted return flows will also serve as a supply of water for instream uses from its
points of discharge to its point of diversion. These important uses include recreation, fisheries,
game preserves, stock raising, aesthetics, water quality protection, navigation, and aquatic and
wildlife habitat.



The Nature Conservancy
RE: San Antonio Water System’s Application No. 13098
Page 2

TNC Texas supports the bed and banks application and the commitment of return flows by
SAWS. This reflects a significant action by a large water provider to take a voluntary action to
dedicate water for environmental purposes that provides multiple benefits for nature and

people. it represents a bold and innovative step to protect ecosystems and the economies that
rely on them. We strongly support the approval of SAWS’ Bed and Banks authorization reguest,

Thank you,

et ht

Suzanne B. Scott
State Director

CC:

* Mr. Toby Baker, Executive Director MC 118, TCEQ, P.O. Box 13087, Austin, TX 78711-3087

*  Mr.Ramiro Garcia, Deputy Executive Director MC 118, TCEQ, P.O. Box 13087, Austin, TX
78711-3087

¢ Ms. L'Oreal Stepney, P.E., Deputy Executive Director MC 118, TCEQ, P.O. Box 13087,
Austin, TX 78711-3087

* Donovan Burton, SAWS, P.O. Box 2449, San Antonio, TX 78298

* Dan Crowley, SAWS, P.O. Box 2449, San Antonio, TX 78298

Houston = 3801 Kirby Dr, Suite 740 « Houston, TX 77098 | San Antonio » 200 E. Grayson 5t, Suite 202 « San Antonio, TX 78215
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