
 

Peter W. Koelsch 
5003 County Road 644 
Farmersville, TX 75442 
peterwkoelsch@gmail.com 
 
 
May 22, 2023 
 
Office of the Chief Clerk 
ATTN: Agenda Docket Clerk 
Mail Code 105 
TCEQ 
P.O. Box 13087 
Austin, TX 78711-3087 
www.tceq.texas.gov/goto/efilings 
 
 
Response Regarding: 
TCEQ Docket No. 2023-0529-SLG 
Permit No. WQ0005323000 
 
I am writing in reply to the response filed by the Applicant in the above matter on May 8, 2023.  
The Applicant asserts that my original timely request as filed on October 21, 2021 does not 
establish my status as an affected person in this matter.  I disagree. 
 
My family’s home and our commercial floriculture operation and apiary sit directly south of the 
the larger eastern parcel of the proposed monofill site and across CR 544 from the smaller 
western parcel.  I write this letter from my home office, which sits less than 50 feet from the 
property boundary with the eastern parcel.  My two-year old son’s bedroom is also less than 50 
feet from the property boundary.  I believe this proximity sufficiently establishes that I and my 
family may be affected by this proposed monofill in a way not common to the public at large. 
 
The Applicant asserts in their response that I did not provide any specific harm that will be 
suffered should the project proceed.  I am more than willing to expand upon my concerns, which 
include the potential harm to the health of my family, the impact on the local water supply and 
environment, and potential damage to my family’s floriculture and apiary business.  My specific 
concerns include: 
 

• Runoff and impact on drainage in the area: Floriculture is highly sensitive to excess 
water and runoff and given the predominantly clay soil composition in the area, even a 
small change in the drainage patterns can have a major detrimental effect on our land’s 
suitability for growing flower crops.  I am concerned the proposed mitigation measures 
may be insufficient to prevent damaging runoff from stormwater and water discharged 
from the dewatering facility into the local watershed, either of which could be damaging 
to my property and potentially catastrophic to my family’s floriculture business. 

• Potential for toxic substances: To the best of my knowledge, the Applicant has not 
provided any information regarding potentially high concentrations of per-and 
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polyfluoroalkyl substances (PFAS) or heavy metals that, while naturally occurring, when 
concentrated into waste can result in unacceptable toxicity to human and health and the 
environment.  I have specific concern for both PFAS and the metals on the Resource 
Conservation and Recovery Act’s (RCRA) Target Analyte List and the potential impact to 
the health of my family should either be present in the disposed biosolids in high 
concentrations.  I also have significant concerns regarding the presence of process 
chemicals such as ferric sulfate in these biosolids in high concentrations and the 
potential impacts on the health of my family and the impact on the local water supply. 

• Methane production and the presence of volatile organic compounds: I have 
concerns regarding the potential presence and/or generation of both methane and 
volatile organic compounds in the proposed biosolid waste.  Both can travel in the 
subsurface, migrating horizontally and seeping into adjacent land and buildings causing 
potential toxicity issues and adverse effects on the health of my family, our floriculture 
and apiary business, and the environment. 

• Odor: I expect these biosolids are likely to contain a significant amount of organic 
matter, which may produce a significant odor as it breaks down.  That odor is likely to be 
a nuisance to neighboring properties, mine included.  Prevailing winds in this area are 
north / south, meaning for a large proportion of the year we will be directly downwind of 
the larger parcel of the site.  I have concerns about the impact that may have on my 
family’s health and quality of life. 

• Dust and airborne toxins: as these biosolids dry in the sun over many Texas summers, 
I expect that dust may become a major nuisance for neighboring properties.  I have 
specific concern that should this dust blow onto my property from the Applicant’s 
proposed site it will have the potential to harm both my family and our floriculture and 
apiary production.  I have additional concerns regarding the substances that may be 
present in this dust including but not limited to the per-and polyfluoroalkyl substances 
(PFAS) and heavy metals discussed above. 

 
For these reasons I believe I am an affected person under 30 TAC §55.203 and I respectfully 
request that this matter be referred for a contested case hearing. 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
 
Peter W. Koelsch 
  



 

MAILING LIST 
REPLY TO RESPONSES RE: TCEQ DOCKET NO. 2023-0529-SLG 

 
FOR THE APPLICANT 
via electronic mail: 
 
Jerry Allen, Environmental Manager North Texas Municipal Water District 
P.O. Box 2408 
Wylie, Texas 75098 
jallen@ntmwd.com 
 
Travis Markham, Program Manager North Texas Municipal Water District 
P.O. Box 2408 
Wylie, Texas 75098 
tmarkham@ntmwd.com 
 
Ryan Pierce, Program Manager Plummer Associates, Inc. 
6300 La Calma Drive, Suite 400 
Austin, Texas 78752 
rpierce@plummer.com 
 
 
FOR THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 
via electronic mail: 
 
Michael T. Parr, II, Staff Attorney Texas Commission on Environmental Quality 
Environmental Law Division MC-173 
P.O. Box 13087 
Austin, Texas 78711-3087 
Tel: 512/239-0600 Fax: 512/239-0606 
michael.parr@tceq.texas.gov 
 
Brian Sierant, Technical Staff 
Texas Commission on Environmental Quality 
Water Quality Division MC-150 
P.O. Box 13087 
Austin, Texas 78711-3087 
Tel: 512/239-1375 Fax: 512/239-4430 
brian.sierant@tceq.texas.gov 
 
Ryan Vise, Director 
Texas Commission on Environmental Quality 
External Relations Division 
Public Education Program MC-108 
P.O. Box 13087 
Austin, Texas 78711-3087 
Tel: 512/239-4000 Fax: 512/239-5678 
pep@tceq.texas.gov 
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FOR ALTERNATIVE DISPUTE RESOLUTION 
via electronic mail: 
 
Kyle Lucas, Attorney 
Texas Commission on Environmental Quality 
Alternative Dispute Resolution MC-222 
P.O. Box 13087 
Austin, Texas 78711-3087 
Tel: 512/239-0687 Fax: 512/239-4015 
kyle.lucas@tceq.texas.gov 
 
FOR THE CHIEF CLERK 
via eFiling: 
 
Docket Clerk 
Texas Commission on Environmental Quality 
Office of Chief Clerk MC-105 
P.O. Box 13087 
Austin, Texas 78711-3087 
Tel: 512/239-3300 Fax: 512/239-3311 
https://www14.tceq.texas.gov/epic/eFiling/ 
 
REQUESTER(S): 
 
Russell Coones 
5961 Fm 547 
Farmersville, TX 75442-6775 
 
Jennifer & Scott Dafft 
PO Box 538 
Prosper, TX 75078-0538 
 
Mrs Neha King 
3016 Adrian Creek Dr 
Little Elm, TX 75068-2921 
 
Dianna Lawrence 
303 Patina St 
Josephine, TX 75189-6019 
 
Wilson Lee 
PO Box 851284 
Richardson, TX 75085-1284 
 
Futrell Linsey 
507 Silo Cir 
Josephine, TX 75189-5193 
 
Michael Lorra 
5706 E Mockingbird Ln, Ste 115 
Dallas, TX 75206-5460 
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Preston Nutt 
403 Pine Hollow Way 
Josephine, TX 75189-5317 
 
Jane Ridgway 
PO Box 127 
Caddo Mills, TX 75135-0127 
 
Mr Charles L Ruple 
5909 Fm 547 
Farmersville, TX 75442-6775 
 
Michael Stubbe 
5144 County Road 644 
Farmersville, TX 75442-6800 
 
Jim F Wall 
5757 Fm 547 
Farmersville, TX 75442-6921 
 
Bethanie Wallgren 
316 Main St 
Josephine, TX 75173-1211 
 
Robert Williams 
5226 County Road 644 
Farmersville, TX 75442-6801 


