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As a health ques�on 

I would like to open by asking how many people on this Commission would buy a home and raise their family within 1 
mile of an exis�ng waste water treatment facility? My guess is no one would deliberately expose their loved ones to such 
a health risk.  There are over 20 families within 1 mile of this proposed facility which are not being given that choice. We 
have lived and paid taxes here for, in most cases, decades yet have litle or no say in what health risks we are now to be 
subjected to. These health risks include contamina�on of the groundwater where all the families in the area get there 
drinking water; air pollu�on known to be more intense near these types of facili�es; and risks of disease spread buy 
pests such as flies, mosquitos, mice, birds, and other wildlife common to this area. Below are some excerpts from 
scien�fic studies at Cornell and Harvard I found a�er just a quick online search that outline some of these health 
concerns we are being forced to accept. 

At the hearing held in Gunter there was a jar of “treated” water set out for display. It was explained that this “almost 
clear” water was a sample of what would be discharged into Buck Creek. I found it insul�ng that the par�es affiliated 
with Buck Creek WWTP, LLC thought such a display would convince anyone of the effec�veness of their process. Millions 
of microbial contaminants harmful to humans, only visible through a microscope, could be present in a single drop of 
that cloudy water. If you want to convince me the water poses no health risks, then drink a glass full. However, even that 
would not eliminate the health concerns related to air quality and the increase in disease carrying insects and other 
pests that inevitably come with such a facility 

 

As a legal ques�on 

What gives Buck Creek WWTP, LLC, or anyone else for that mater, the right to pump sewage to a point that it will 
discharge and flow through my creek. I have checked the law and it states that any non-navigable streambed and its 
minerals are the property of the private land owner. There is a por�on of Buck Creek that is under the jurisdic�on of The 
Army Corps of Engineers but that is west of my property line, closer to the lake, and is therefore irrelevant. My wife and I 
own the creek that is within our property boundary’s and have not granted permission to anyone to use our creek for 
any purpose. There is a law sta�ng that once diffused water reaches a water course it becomes state owned surface 
water. However, I believe that means naturally occurring water from precipita�on, not sewage water unnaturally 
pumped to a point then discharged. If my interpreta�on is incorrect then that means the state owns the sewage water 
that would flow through my creek and would therefore be liable for any contamina�on from said discharge. 

Absolute Owner Rule- States simply that the groundwater below land is the property of the land owner. This is also 
known as the rule of capture.  

The law further states that if there is contamina�on of water in a landowner well then the landowner may take ac�on.  

The water for all the families in this area is through wells tapping into the ground water. I have no doubt sewage water 
dumped into Buck Creek at a point upstream of all these families will contaminate the aquifer system and our drinking 
water, crops, and livestock. 

 

Final thoughts 

It has been stated repeatedly both verbally and in legal no�ces that TCEQ does not have jurisdic�on over maters related 
to loss of property value. Can someone at TCEQ direct all of us who will suffer financial loss due to this facility to the 



correct party? Please consider that TCEQ is the party responsible for approving a facility by issuance of a permit, that 
will, even by their own admission, impact not only our health and quality of life but our property values.  

As I discussed at the public mee�ng, we would prefer this facility be located somewhere that will impact fewer if any 
current residents or at the very least be constructed to be enclosed to mi�gate at least some of the concerns regarding 
air quality, odor, and pests. Being in the development/construc�on industry myself, I am aware Buck Creek WWTP, LLC 
will be opposed to either of these op�ons for financial reasons. Hopefully TCEQ will apply the same standard with 
regards to their financial concerns as they have those of the local residents and do what is right for the ci�zens in this 
area. Regardless of op�on is ul�mately approved, if this facility is permited in any form that discharges sewage water 
into my creek I will engage legal representa�on to stop construc�on un�l this can be adjudicated. 
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