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August 18, 2023 

Laurie Gharis, Chief Clerk 
Office of the Chief Clerk  
Texas Commission on Environmental Quality 
P.O. Box 13087, MC-105 
Austin, Texas 78711-3087 

Re: Application by Golden Triangle Polymers Company for Approval to Construct a 
Wastewater Treatment Plant Pursuant to Texas Water Code Section 26.027(c) 

Dear Ms. Gharis: 

Enclosed for filing with the Texas Commission on Environmental Quality is the 
Executive Director’s recommendation regarding Golden Triangle Polymers Company’s 
request for approval to construct a wastewater treatment plant. 

Please do not hesitate to contact me at Kathy.humphreys@tceq.texas.gov or 
(512) 239-2417 if you have any questions. Thank you for your attention to this matter. 

Respectfully submitted, 

 
Kathy J. Humphrey 
Staff Attorney 
Environmental Law Division 

Division Enclosure 

Cc: Mailing List  

mailto:Kathy.humphreys@tceq.texas.gov


MAILING LIST 
Golden Triangle Polymers Company LLC 

TCEQ Docket No. 2023-0956-MWD; TPDES Permit No. WQ0005432000 
 
FOR THE APPLICANT: 
Steve Wardle, President 
Golden Triangle Polymers Company LLC 
10001 Six Pines Drive 
The Woodlands, Texas 77380 

Ava Coleman-Ecter, Environmental 
Permitting Lead 
Golden Triangle Polymers Company LLC 
10001 Six Pines Drive 
The Woodlands, Texas 77380 

Sara Burgin, Partner 
Bracewell LLP 
111 Congress Avenue, Suite 2300 
Austin, Texas 78701 

FOR THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 
via electronic mail: 

Kathy Humphreys, Staff Attorney 
Texas Commission on Environmental 
Quality 
Environmental Law Division, MC-173 
P.O. Box 13087 
Austin, Texas 78711 

Mike Lindner, Team Leader 
Texas Commission on Environmental 
Quality 
Water Quality Division MC-148 
P.O. Box 13087 
Austin, Texas 78711 

Ryan Vise, Deputy Director 
Texas Commission on Environmental 
Quality 
External Relations Division 
Public Education Program, MC-108 
P.O. Box 13087 
Austin, Texas 78711 

FOR PUBLIC INTEREST COUNSEL 
via electronic mail: 

Garrett T. Arthur, Public Interest Counsel 
Texas Commission on Environmental 
Quality 
Public Interest Counsel, MC-103 
P.O. Box 13087 
Austin, Texas 78711 

FOR THE CHIEF CLERK 
via eFilings: 

Docket Clerk 
Texas Commission on Environmental 
Quality 
Office of Chief Clerk, MC-105 
P.O. Box 13087 
Austin, Texas 78711 



Texas Commission on Environmental Quality 
INTEROFFICE MEMORANDUM 

TO:  Commissioners 

THRU:  Erin E. Chancellor, Director, Office of Legal Services 

Charmaine Backens, Deputy Director, Environmental Law Division 

Todd Galiga, Senior Attorney, Environmental Law Division  

FROM: Kathy Humphreys, Staff Attorney, Environmental Law Division 

DATE:  August 18, 2023 

SUBJECT: Golden Triangle Polymers Company, LLC (Golden Triangle); 
Application for an Order Authorizing Commencement of 
Construction; Texas Pollutant Discharge Elimination System 
(TPDES) Permit No. WQ0005432000; TCEQ Docket No. 2023-0956-
MWD  

DESCRIPTION OF MATTER: 

Golden Triangle has applied to the Texas Commission on Environmental Quality 
(TCEQ or Commission) seeking an authorization to construct (ATC) a new 
wastewater treatment plant. According to Golden Triangle’s application, the 
ATC is necessary for construction and timely startup and operation of the 
production facility. 

APPLICANT: Golden Triangle Polymers Company, LLC 

TYPE: Authorization to Construct  

BACKGROUND: 

According to the application, Golden Triangle is a direct subsidiary of a joint 
venture between Chevron Phillips Chemical Company, LP and an indirect 
subsidiary of QatarEnergy. On June 29, 2023, Golden Triangle submitted an 
application for an ATC a new wastewater treatment plant and an application for 
a new TPDES Permit No. WQ0005432000. Golden Triangle is seeking 
authorization to discharge treated wastewater at a final volume not to exceed 
5.2 million gallons per day. Executive Director staff requested additional 
information on July 18, 2023; Golden Triangle provided the additional 
information on July 31, 2023. The application was declared Administratively 
Complete on August 8, 2023 and is now in technical review.  

Golden Triangle proposes to operate Golden Triangle Polymers Plant 
(RN110935285), an integrated polymers production facility. The facility will be 
located at 850 Foreman Road in Orange, Orange County, Texas. The integrated 
polymers production facility will consist of multiple, independent petrochemical 
units including an ethane cracker and two high density polyethylene (PE) units. 



The ethane cracker will produce ethylene from ethane feedstock while the PE 
units will produce PE pellets from ethylene feedstock. Railcar loading of PE 
pellets will occur onsite for transport of pellets to customers. SIC codes 2821, 
2869, and 4226 will apply to industrial activities conducted onsite.  

The proposed wastewater treatment facility will be located on approximately 
five acres centrally located within the 1,600-acre site. The effluent will be 
discharged via pipe to submerged outfall, thence to the Sabine River Tidal, 
pending Receiving Water Assessment approval, located adjacent to the Port of 
Orange Alabama Street Terminal. 

According to Golden Triangle, because the wastewater treatment facility will be 
centrally located within the site, delays to the construction of the wastewater 
treatment facility can complicate mobilization of the wastewater treatment 
facility equipment to the construction area. Additionally, the production facility 
startup is dependent on construction of the wastewater treatment facility. 
Golden Triangle described the anticipated schedule as: 

• October 2023 – excavations are scheduled to begin  

• February 2024 – equipment foundations work  

• September 2024 – equipment for the wastewater treatment facility is 
scheduled to begin being installed  

• August 2025 – mechanical installation completion 

• September 2025 – pre-commission is scheduled to be completed  

• December 2025 – the wastewater treatment facility will be ready to start  

• July 2026 – PE process units are scheduled to be online 

The wastewater generated at the PE unit will be processed through the 
wastewater treatment facility prior to being discharged under the TPDES permit. 

In its ATC request, Golden Triangle acknowledges that Commission approval of 
the construction of the wastewater treatment facility does not guarantee that 
the TPDES permit will be issued. Golden Triangle stated that it “fully accepts all 
financial responsibility for construction of the industrial wastewater treatment 
plant prior to issuance of a TPDES permit.” 

COMPLIANCE HISTORY: 

See attached Compliance Summary.  

AUTHORITY: 

Texas Water Code (TWC) §§ 26.019 and 26.027(c). Under TWC § 26.027(c), a 
person may not commence construction of a treatment facility until the 



Commission has issued a permit to authorize the discharge of waste from the 
facility, except with the approval of the Commission. TWC § 26.019 authorizes 
the Commission to issue orders and make determinations necessary to 
effectuate the purposes of TWC Chapter 26. 

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR RECOMMENDATION:  

The Executive Director recommends that Golden Triangle’s request for an ATC 
the wastewater treatment facility be approved. Golden Triangle has provided a 
sufficient justification for obtaining authorization to construct the wastewater 
treatment facility by explaining that the authorization is necessary for 
reasonable and efficient construction startup and operation of its planned 
integrated polymers production facility.  

CONTACT: Michael Sunderlin, Industrial Permits Team, Wastewater Permitting 
Section (MC 148), Water Quality Division, TCEQ, (512) 239- 4523. 

LEGAL: Kathy Humphreys, Staff Attorney, Environmental Law Division (MC 173), 
TCEQ, (512) 239-3417 



TEXAS COMMISSION ON ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY 

 

AN ORDER Granting the Request by Golden Triangle 
Polymers Company, LLC for an Order 
Authorizing Commencement of Construction; 
TCEQ Docket No. 2023-0956-MWD 

On September 6, 2023, the Texas Commission on Environmental Quality 
(Commission or TCEQ) considered Golden Triangle Polymers Company, LLC’s (Golden 
Triangle) request for an Order authorizing commencement of construction under 
Texas Water Code (TWC) §§ 26.019 and 26.027(c). The underlying Texas Pollutant 
discharge Elimination System (TPDES) application seeks authorization to discharge 
treated wastewater at a volume not to exceed a daily average flow of 5.2 million 
gallons per day.  

Golden Triangle proposes to operate Golden Triangle Polymers Plant 
(RN110935285), an integrated polymers production facility. The facility will be located 
at 850 Foreman Road in Orange, Orange County, Texas. The integrated polymers 
production facility will consist of multiple, independent petrochemical units including 
an ethane cracker and two high density polyethylene units. The ethane cracker will 
produce ethylene from ethane feedstock while the polyethylene units will produce 
polyethylene pellets from ethylene feedstock. Railcar loading of polyethylene pellets 
will occur onsite for transport of pellets to customers. SIC codes 2821, 2869, and 4226 
will apply to industrial activities conducted onsite.  

The proposed wastewater treatment facility will be located on approximately 
five acres centrally located within the 1,600-acre site. The effluent will be discharged 
via pipe to submerged outfall, thence to the Sabine River Tidal, pending Receiving 
Water Assessment approval, located adjacent to the Port of Orange Alabama Street 
Terminal. 

A copy of the request for Authorization to Construct (ATC) is attached as 
Exhibit A. Having considered the evidence, the Commission finds that the request by 
Golden Triangle should be granted. 

FINDINGS OF FACT 

1. On June 29, 2023, Golden Triangle submitted an application for new TPDES Permit 
No. WQ0005432000, seeking authorization to discharge treated wastewater at a 
final volume not to exceed a daily average flow of 5.2 million gallons per day.  



2. On June 29, 2023, Golden Triangle submitted a written request for authorization to 
construct a new wastewater treatment facility. 

3. Golden Triangle proposes to operate Golden Triangle Polymers Plant 
(RN110935285), an integrated polymers production facility. The facility will be 
located at 850 Foreman Road in Orange, Orange County, Texas.  

4. Golden Triangle requested an ATC while its application for the TPDES permit is 
pending before the Commission. Golden Triangle requested this ATC because the 
production facility startup is dependent on construction of the wastewater 
treatment facility and delays to the construction of the wastewater treatment 
facility can complicate mobilization of the wastewater treatment facility equipment 
to the construction area.  

CONCLUSIONS OF LAW 

1. TWC § 26.027(c) prohibits a person from commencing construction of a treatment 
facility until the Commission has issued a permit authorizing the discharge of 
waste from the facility unless the Commission has approved the construction. 

2. TWC § 26.019 authorizes the Commission to issue orders and make determinations 
necessary to effectuate the purposes of TWC Chapter 26. 

3. The purpose of TWC Chapter 26 is to maintain the quality of water in the state 
consistent with the public health and enjoyment, the propagation and protection of 
terrestrial and aquatic life, and the operation of existing industries, taking into 
consideration the economic development of the state; to encourage and promote 
the development and use of regional and areawide waste collection, treatment, and 
disposal systems to serve the waste disposal needs of the citizens of the state; and 
to require the use of all reasonable methods to implement this policy. 

4. The Findings of Fact above provide sufficient justification to issue this Order under 
TWC § 26.027.  

5. This Order will effectuate the purposes of TWC Chapter 26.  

6. This Order does not authorize operation of, or a discharge from, the wastewater 
treatment facility to be constructed under this Order before obtaining a permit or 
other authorization from the Commission. 

THEREFORE, THE TEXAS COMMISSION ON ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY ORDERS 
THAT: 

1. Golden Triangle is authorized to commence construction of its proposed 
wastewater treatment facility at 850 Foreman Road in Orange, Orange County, 
Texas. 

2. Golden Triangle is authorized to commence construction under this Order at its 
own risk. Any draft permit limitations or constraints contained in TCEQ Permit No. 



WQ0005432000 may change during the internal review process, the public 
comment process, or the contested case hearing process. 

3. Golden Triangle shall not operate or discharge effluent from the facility to be 
constructed under this Order until it obtains a TPDES permit from the Commission.  

4. This Order shall not constrain, bind, or commit the Commission in its decision on 
any proceeding or matter before the Commission relating to TCEQ Permit No. 
WQ0005432000.  

5. This Order does not convey any property rights in either real or personal property, 
or any exclusive privileges; nor does it obviate the necessity of (1) complying with 
any applicable Federal, State, or local laws or regulations; and (2) obtaining Federal, 
State, or local permits or authorizations required by law for the activities 
authorized by this Order.  

6. The Chief Clerk of the Commission is directed to forward a copy of this Order to 
Golden Polymers, the Executive Director of the Commission, and the Public Interest 
Counsel of the Commission, and to issue the Order and cause it to be recorded in 
the files of the Commission. 

Issued this date: 

TEXAS COMMISSION ON 
ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY 

Jon Niermann, Chairman  
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