State Office of Administrative Hearings

Kristofer S. Monson
Chief Administrative Law Judge

June 15, 2026

Duncan Norton VIA EFILE TEXAS
Nicholas Pilcher VIA EFILE TEXAS
Sheldon Wayne VIA EFILE TEXAS
David Tuckfield VIA EFILE TEXAS

RE: SOAH Docket No. 582-25-19115. TCEQ);
TCEQ Docket No. 2023-1590-WDW;
Application by U.S. Ecology Winnie LLC for Renewal and Amendment
of Permit Nos. WDW344, WDW345, WDW346, WDW347,
WDW348, WDW349, and WDW350

Dear Parties:

On May 13, 2026, the Administrative Law Judges (ALJs) issued a Proposal for
Decision (PFD) and Proposed Order in this matter. On June 2, 2026, Protestants
and the Executive Director (ED) filed their exceptions. On June 12, 2026, Applicant
filed a response to Protestants’ exceptions.

The ALJs have reviewed the exceptions and response. Protestants’ exceptions
primarily reassert arguments regarding ownership of pore space, alleged impairment
of existing rights, interpretation of the waste-plume modeling, and the ED’s review
of the Application. The exceptions address matters that were fully considered and
discussed in the PFD. After review of the exceptions and response, the ALJs do not
recommend any further substantive revisions to the PFD based on Protestants’
exceptions.
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The ALJs do, however, recommend adoption of the clarifying revisions
proposed by the ED. Accordingly, the PFD and Proposed Order have been revised
as follows:

Finding of Fact No. 24 is revised to read: “At its February 21, 2024 agenda,
the Commission determined that Protestants each qualified as an affected person,
granted their request for a contested case hearing, and referred the matter to SOAH
on the following issue: Whether any existing rights, including, but not limited to,
mineral rights, will be impaired by Applicant’s injection of industrial and municipal
nonhazardous waste in accordance with Texas Water Code section 27.051(2)(2).”

Ordering Provision No. 1is revised to read: “The application of U.S. Ecology
Winnie, LLC for the renewals and amendments of Class I Underground Injection
Control Permit Nos. WDW344, WDW345, WDW346, WDW347, WDW348,
WDW349, and WDW350 is granted as set forth in the Draft Permits, and the permits
shall be issued as written.”

With these revisions, the PFD and Proposed Order are ready for the
Commission’s consideration.

Katerina DeAngelo,

Presiding Administrative Law Judge

CC: Service List



