
Texas Commission on Environmental Quality 
AGENDA ITEM REQUEST 

AGENDA REQUESTED: 11/20/2024 
DATE OF REQUEST: 9/13/2024 
NAME & NUMBER OF PERSON TO CONTACT REGARDING CHANGES TO THIS 
REQUEST, IF NEEDED: Yen Tran, (512) 239-4610 

CAPTION: Docket No. 2024-152 5-MIS. Consideration of gifts and donations of 
$500.00 or more in value given to the TCEQ, submitted for approval in 
accordance with Chapter 5 75 of the Government Code, concerning acceptance 
of gifts by certain state agencies. (Yen Tran) 

Chief Clerk must send Notice of Application/Hearing: N/A 

Type of Matter: Miscellaneous 

County: All 

Uncontested: N/A 

Contested: N/A 

David Timber , Deputy Director 
General Law 1vision 



TCEQ Interoffice Memorandum 

To: 

From: 

Kelly Keel /\/\ 
Executive Director \ l./ 
Charmaine Backens, Interim Director ~~ 
Office of Legal Services 

David Tim.berger, Deputy Director { 
General Law Division ~ \ 

Yen Tran, Senior Attorney '\ '\. 
Contracts, Employment Law and Ethics Section 
General Law Division 

Date: November 1, 2024 

Caption: Docket No. 2024-1525-MIS: Consideration of gifts and donations of 
$500.00 or more in value given to the TCEQ, submitted for approval in 
accordance with Chapter 575 of the Government Code, concerning 
acceptance of gifts and donations by certain agencies. 

Attached for your consideration and acceptance are the gifts and donations valued at 
$500.00 or more received by the agency for the time period August 25, 2024 through 
October 25, 2024. 

The Executive Director is authorized by Section 5.233 of the Water Code to receive and 
accept money and other assistance from any source to carry out the powers and duties 
of the Commission. Following your acceptance, Chapter 575 of the Government Code 
requires the Commission to acknowledge the acceptance of all gifts of money or 
property with a value of $ 500 or more in an open meeting no later than the 90th day 
after the date the gift is accepted. 

The attached listing describes the gifts made to the agency, including the name of the 
donor, a description of the gift or donation, and a statement of the purpose of the gift 
or donation received. We recommend your approval by signature below. Upon your 
approval, these gifts will be presented to the Commission at the November 20, 2024 
Agenda. 

I acknowledge and accept the gifts listed in attached on behalf of the 
Texas Commission on Environmental Quality. 

Kelly Keel 
Executive Director 

Date: 

Texas Commission on Environmental Quality 

10/30/2024 



TCEQ Interoffice Memorandum 

To: Commissioners 

Thru: Kelly Keel, Executive Director 

From: Charmaine Backens, Interim Director ~ 
Office of Legal Services 

David Timberger, Deputy Director D T 
General Law Division 

/. 

Yen Tran, Senior Attorney '\\ 
Contracts, Employment Law and Ethics Section 
General Law Division 

Date: November 1, 2024 

Caption: Docket No. 2024-1525-MIS; Consideration of gifts and donations of 
$500.00 or more in value given to the TCEQ, submitted for approval in 
accordance with Chapter 575 of the Government Code, concerning 
acceptance of gifts and donations by certain agencies. 

This item contains, for your consideration, a proposed resolution acknowledging the 
gifts and donations valued at $ 500.00 or more received by the agency for the time 
period August 2 5, 2024 through October 2 5, 2024. 

Exhibit A contains the E"ecutive Director's approval of the gifts received, including the 
name of the donor, a description of the gift or donation, and a statement of the 
purpose of the gift or donation. 

As authorized by Section 5.233 of the Water Code, the Executive Director has accepted 
these gifts and donations to carry out the powers and duties of the Commission. 
Chapter 5 75 of the Government Code requires the Commission to acknowledge the 
acceptance of all gifts of money or property with a value of $500 or more in an open 
meeting no later than the 90th day after the date the gift is accepted. 

Enclosure 

Texas Commission on Environmental Quality 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

Exhibit A 

Executive Director’s Approval of Gifts and Donations 

Texas Commission on Environmental Quality 



TEXAS COMMISSION ON ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY 
 

A RESOLUTION Regarding acceptance of gifts and donations in accordance 
with Chapter 575 of the Government Code concerning 
acceptance of gifts and donations by certain state agencies; 
TCEQ Docket No. 2024-1525-MIS 

 

 WHEREAS, Chapter 575 of the Government Code provides that a majority of the 
Commission must acknowledge the acceptance of all gifts of money or property with a 
value of $500.00 or more in an open meeting no later than the 90th day after the date 
the gift is accepted. 

 

 WHEREAS, the list of gifts and donations submitted for acknowledgment is 
attached. The gifts have been accepted by the Executive Director. The list includes a 
description and amount of each gift or donation with a value of $500.00 or more, the 
donor’s name, and a statement regarding the purpose of each gift or donation in 
accordance with Section 575.004 of Chapter 575. 

 

 NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED BY THE TEXAS COMMISSION ON 
ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY that the Commission acknowledges acceptance of the gifts 
and donations listed in accordance with Chapter 575 of the Government Code. 

 

 

Issued this the ____ day of ______________, 2024. 

 

 

 

TEXAS COMMISSION ON 
ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY 
 
 
 
__________________________________ 
Jon Niermann, Chairman 



    
    

       
     

      

  

  

 

       

     
   

     
    

  

        

     
   

     
    

  

    
     

       
   
       
   

  

 
    

      
   

     
      

  

 
  

     

      
      

      
      

     
 

  
 

    

 

 

National Institute of Health (NIH)

National Institute of Health (NIH)

Gifts and Donations from Third Party Organizations 
August 25, 2024 - October 24, 2024 

Reimbursing 
Organization 

Traveler Name Dates of Travel Destination Purpose of Trip Total Reimbursed 

United States Nuclear Regulatory 
Commission (NRC) HOUSTON, AARON 08/25/2024 - 8/30/2024 Chattanooga, TN 

To participate and attend a training course 
“Fundamental Health Physics Lab Activities” 
offered by the United States NRC. 

$1,602.46 

Reimbursed Expense 
Description 

Reimbursed 
Amount 

AIRFARE $655.17 
LODGING & HOTEL TAXES $567.70 
MEALS $251.44 
TRANSPORTATION (Mileage & Rideshare) $58.15 

BAGGAGE FEE $70.00 

Environmental Council of States (ECOS) WHITE, DONNA 9/16/2024 - 9/19/2024 Kansas City, MO 

To participate in the Environmental 
Information & Innovation (E2i) Conference 
co-hosted by the U.S. Environmental 
Protection Agency and the ECOS. 

$1,205.62 

Reimbursed Expense 
Description 

Reimbursed 
Amount 

AIRFARE $469.96 
LODGING $378.00 
MEALS $224.00 
TRANSPORTATION $53.17 

HOTEL TAXES & FEES $80.49 

Environmental Council of States (ECOS) MCSORLEY, PATRICK E. 9/16/2024 - 9/19/2024 Kansas City, MO 

To participate in the Environmental 
Information & Innovation (E2i) Conference 
co-hosted by the U.S. Environmental 
Protection Agency and the ECOS. 

$1,130.96 

Reimbursed Expense 
Description 

Reimbursed 
Amount 

AIRFARE $479.96 
LODGING $378.00 
MEALS $88.56 
TRANSPORTATION $103.95 
HOTEL TAXES & FEES $80.49 

United States Nuclear Regulatory 
Commission (NRC) LOWDER, JOANNA R. 9/22/2024 - 9/27/2024 Chattanooga, TN 

To attend and participate in the training 
course, “Inspection Procedures (G-108)” 
offered by the United States NRC. TCEQ 
covered other travel expenses. 

$2,451.10 

Reimbursed Expense 
Description 

Reimbursed 
Amount 

AIRFARE $1,413.20 
LODGING & HOTEL TAXES $685.90 
MEALS $352.00 

United States Nuclear Regulatory 
Commission (NRC) 

THOMPSON, ALYSSA B. 9/23/2024 - 9/27/2024 Oak Ridge, TN 

To participate in the Nuclear Regulatory 
Commission (NRC) sponsored 
Environmental Monitoring and Air Sampling 
for Radioactive Lab Course. TCEQ covered 
other travel expenses. 

$1,582.82 

Reimbursed Expense 
Description 

Reimbursed 
Amount 

AIRFARE $786.20 
LODGING $428.00 
MEALS $265.50 
BAGGAGE FEE $40.00 
HOTEL TAXES & FEES $63.12 

Great Plains Institute (GPI) CHINWEGO, CHINENYE A. 10/16/2024 - 10/18/2024 Pittsburgh, PA 

To participate in the States Deployment Initiative 
Meeting, which will feature talks on how to 
develop Comprehensive Action Plans and meet 
requirements for the Climate Pollution Reduction 
Grants (CPRG) program. TCEQ covered other 
travel expenses. 

$1,235.01 

Reimbursed Expense 
Description 

Reimbursed 
Amount 

AIRFARE $671.97 
LODGING & TAXES $418.00 
AGENT FEE $12.79 
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National Institute of Health (NIH)

National Institute of Health (NIH)

National Institute of Health (NIH)

TRANSPORTATION $73.73 
HOTEL TAXES & FEES $58.52 

Great Plains Institute (GPI) SAVANICH, KASEY 10/16/2024 - 10/18/2024 Pittsburgh, PA 

To participate in the States Deployment Initiative 
Meeting, which will feature talks on how to 
develop Comprehensive Action Plans and meet 
requirements for the Climate Pollution Reduction 
Grants (CPRG) program. TCEQ covered other 
travel expenses. 

$1,161.28 

Reimbursed Expense 

Description 
Reimbursed 

Amount 
AIRFARE $671.97 
LODGING $418.00 
AGENT FEE $12.79 
HOTEL TAXES & FEES $58.52 

ASTSWMO Hazardous Waste Program 
Funding SHAFFORD, WILLIAM J. 10/16/2024 - 10/18/2024 Washington, DC To participate in the ASTSWMO Annual 

Meeting. 
$1,397.65 

Reimbursed Expense 
Description 

Reimbursed 
Amount 

AIRFARE $557.95 
LODGING & TAXES $598.00 
MEALS $63.94 
TRANSPORTATION $36.00 
HOTEL TAXES & FEES $141.76 

CenSARA (Central States Air Resource 
Agencies) KEIRSTEAD, ROBERT 10/20/2024 - 10/23/2024 Chapel Hill, NC 

To attend and collaborate with experts in 
networking sessions, and present the latest 
TCEQ air quality modeling advancements at 
the 2024 CMAS Conference. TCEQ covered 
other travel expenses. 

$1,064.50 

Reimbursed Expense 
Description 

Reimbursed 
Amount 

AIRFARE $656.95 
LODGING $390.00 
HOTEL TAXES & FEES $17.55 

ACWA (Association of Clean Water 
Administrators) VILLALBA, REBECCA 10/21/2024 - 10/24/2024 Washington, DC 

To attend the 2024 National Stormwater 
Roundtable and give a presentation and 
facilitate roundtable discussions. TCEQ 
covered other travel expenses. 

$637.72 

Reimbursed Expense 
Description 

Reimbursed 
Amount 

LODGING & TAXES $550.00 
HOTEL TAXES & FEES $87.72 

TOTAL FOR TRAVEL RELATED EXPENSES $13,469.12 
B. NON-TRAVEL RELATED GIFTS AND DONATIONS 

Donating Organization 
Gift Donation  Waiver 

Description 
Location Date Received Value 

Water Monitoring Solutions (WMS) 
Waived the fee for their 
one and a half day training 
course. 

Texas City, Texas 10/15/2024-10/16/2024 $2,500.00 

TOTAL NON-TRAVEL GIFTS AND DONATIONS $2,500.00 

TOTAL GIFTS AND DONATIONS FOR THIS PERIOD $15,969.12 



Texas Commission on Environmental Quality 
AGENDA ITEM REQUEST 

AGENDA REQUESTED: 11/20/2024 
DATE OF REQUEST: 9/13/2024 
NAME & NUMBER OF PERSON TO CONTACT REGARDING CHANGES TO THIS 
REQUEST, IF NEEDED: Yen Tran, (512) 239-4610 

CAPTION: Docket No. 2024-152 5-MIS. Consideration of gifts and donations of 
$500.00 or more in value given to the TCEQ, submitted for approval in 
accordance with Chapter 5 75 of the Government Code, concerning acceptance 
of gifts by certain state agencies. (Yen Tran) 

Chief Clerk must send Notice of Application/Hearing: N/A 

Type of Matter: Miscellaneous 

County: All 

Uncontested: N/A 

Contested: N/A 

David Timber , Deputy Director 
General Law 1vision 



TCEQ Interoffice Memorandum 

To: 

From: 

Kelly Keel /\/\ 
Executive Director \ l./ 
Charmaine Backens, Interim Director ~~ 
Office of Legal Services 

David Tim.berger, Deputy Director { 
General Law Division ~ \ 

Yen Tran, Senior Attorney '\ '\. 
Contracts, Employment Law and Ethics Section 
General Law Division 

Date: November 1, 2024 

Caption: Docket No. 2024-1525-MIS: Consideration of gifts and donations of 
$500.00 or more in value given to the TCEQ, submitted for approval in 
accordance with Chapter 575 of the Government Code, concerning 
acceptance of gifts and donations by certain agencies. 

Attached for your consideration and acceptance are the gifts and donations valued at 
$500.00 or more received by the agency for the time period August 25, 2024 through 
October 25, 2024. 

The Executive Director is authorized by Section 5.233 of the Water Code to receive and 
accept money and other assistance from any source to carry out the powers and duties 
of the Commission. Following your acceptance, Chapter 575 of the Government Code 
requires the Commission to acknowledge the acceptance of all gifts of money or 
property with a value of $ 500 or more in an open meeting no later than the 90th day 
after the date the gift is accepted. 

The attached listing describes the gifts made to the agency, including the name of the 
donor, a description of the gift or donation, and a statement of the purpose of the gift 
or donation received. We recommend your approval by signature below. Upon your 
approval, these gifts will be presented to the Commission at the November 20, 2024 
Agenda. 

I acknowledge and accept the gifts listed in attached on behalf of the 
Texas Commission on Environmental Quality. 

Kelly Keel 
Executive Director 

Date: 

Texas Commission on Environmental Quality 

10/30/2024 



TCEQ Interoffice Memorandum 

To: Commissioners 

Thru: Kelly Keel, Executive Director 

From: Charmaine Backens, Interim Director ~ 
Office of Legal Services 

David Timberger, Deputy Director D T 
General Law Division 

/. 

Yen Tran, Senior Attorney '\\ 
Contracts, Employment Law and Ethics Section 
General Law Division 

Date: November 1, 2024 

Caption: Docket No. 2024-1525-MIS; Consideration of gifts and donations of 
$500.00 or more in value given to the TCEQ, submitted for approval in 
accordance with Chapter 575 of the Government Code, concerning 
acceptance of gifts and donations by certain agencies. 

This item contains, for your consideration, a proposed resolution acknowledging the 
gifts and donations valued at $ 500.00 or more received by the agency for the time 
period August 2 5, 2024 through October 2 5, 2024. 

Exhibit A contains the E"ecutive Director's approval of the gifts received, including the 
name of the donor, a description of the gift or donation, and a statement of the 
purpose of the gift or donation. 

As authorized by Section 5.233 of the Water Code, the Executive Director has accepted 
these gifts and donations to carry out the powers and duties of the Commission. 
Chapter 5 75 of the Government Code requires the Commission to acknowledge the 
acceptance of all gifts of money or property with a value of $500 or more in an open 
meeting no later than the 90th day after the date the gift is accepted. 

Enclosure 

Texas Commission on Environmental Quality 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

Exhibit A 

Executive Director’s Approval of Gifts and Donations 

Texas Commission on Environmental Quality 



    

    
  

 
   

  
 

 

     

 
 

 
  

__________________________________ 

TEXAS COMMISSION ON ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY 

A RESOLUTION Regarding acceptance of gifts and donations in accordance 
with Chapter 575 of the Government Code concerning 
acceptance of gifts and donations by certain state agencies; 
TCEQ Docket No. 2024-1525-MIS 

WHEREAS, Chapter 575 of the Government Code provides that a majority of the 
Commission must acknowledge the acceptance of all gifts of money or property with a 
value of $500.00 or more in an open meeting no later than the 90th day after the date 
the gift is accepted. 

WHEREAS, the list of gifts and donations submitted for acknowledgment is 
attached. The gifts have been accepted by the Executive Director. The list includes a 
description and amount of each gift or donation with a value of $500.00 or more, the 
donor’s name, and a statement regarding the purpose of each gift or donation in 
accordance with Section 575.004 of Chapter 575. 

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED BY THE TEXAS COMMISSION ON 
ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY that the Commission acknowledges acceptance of the gifts 
and donations listed in accordance with Chapter 575 of the Government Code. 

Issued this the 1st day of November, 2024. 

TEXAS COMMISSION ON 
ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY 

Jon Niermann, Chairman 



    
    

       
     

      

  

  

 

       

     
   

     
    

  

        

     
   

     
    

  

    
     

       
   
       
   

  

 
    

      
   

     
      

  

 
  

     

      
      

      
      

     
 

  
 

    

 

 

National Institute of Health (NIH)

National Institute of Health (NIH)

Gifts and Donations from Third Party Organizations 
August 25, 2024 - October 24, 2024 

Reimbursing 
Organization 

Traveler Name Dates of Travel Destination Purpose of Trip Total Reimbursed 

United States Nuclear Regulatory 
Commission (NRC) HOUSTON, AARON 08/25/2024 - 8/30/2024 Chattanooga, TN 

To participate and attend a training course 
“Fundamental Health Physics Lab Activities” 
offered by the United States NRC. 

$1,602.46 

Reimbursed Expense 
Description 

Reimbursed 
Amount 

AIRFARE $655.17 
LODGING & HOTEL TAXES $567.70 
MEALS $251.44 
TRANSPORTATION (Mileage & Rideshare) $58.15 

BAGGAGE FEE $70.00 

Environmental Council of States (ECOS) WHITE, DONNA 9/16/2024 - 9/19/2024 Kansas City, MO 

To participate in the Environmental 
Information & Innovation (E2i) Conference 
co-hosted by the U.S. Environmental 
Protection Agency and the ECOS. 

$1,205.62 

Reimbursed Expense 
Description 

Reimbursed 
Amount 

AIRFARE $469.96 
LODGING $378.00 
MEALS $224.00 
TRANSPORTATION $53.17 

HOTEL TAXES & FEES $80.49 

Environmental Council of States (ECOS) MCSORLEY, PATRICK E. 9/16/2024 - 9/19/2024 Kansas City, MO 

To participate in the Environmental 
Information & Innovation (E2i) Conference 
co-hosted by the U.S. Environmental 
Protection Agency and the ECOS. 

$1,130.96 

Reimbursed Expense 
Description 

Reimbursed 
Amount 

AIRFARE $479.96 
LODGING $378.00 
MEALS $88.56 
TRANSPORTATION $103.95 
HOTEL TAXES & FEES $80.49 

United States Nuclear Regulatory 
Commission (NRC) LOWDER, JOANNA R. 9/22/2024 - 9/27/2024 Chattanooga, TN 

To attend and participate in the training 
course, “Inspection Procedures (G-108)” 
offered by the United States NRC. TCEQ 
covered other travel expenses. 

$2,451.10 

Reimbursed Expense 
Description 

Reimbursed 
Amount 

AIRFARE $1,413.20 
LODGING & HOTEL TAXES $685.90 
MEALS $352.00 

United States Nuclear Regulatory 
Commission (NRC) 

THOMPSON, ALYSSA B. 9/23/2024 - 9/27/2024 Oak Ridge, TN 

To participate in the Nuclear Regulatory 
Commission (NRC) sponsored 
Environmental Monitoring and Air Sampling 
for Radioactive Lab Course. TCEQ covered 
other travel expenses. 

$1,582.82 

Reimbursed Expense 
Description 

Reimbursed 
Amount 

AIRFARE $786.20 
LODGING $428.00 
MEALS $265.50 
BAGGAGE FEE $40.00 
HOTEL TAXES & FEES $63.12 

Great Plains Institute (GPI) CHINWEGO, CHINENYE A. 10/16/2024 - 10/18/2024 Pittsburgh, PA 

To participate in the States Deployment Initiative 
Meeting, which will feature talks on how to 
develop Comprehensive Action Plans and meet 
requirements for the Climate Pollution Reduction 
Grants (CPRG) program. TCEQ covered other 
travel expenses. 

$1,235.01 

Reimbursed Expense 
Description 

Reimbursed 
Amount 

AIRFARE $671.97 
LODGING & TAXES $418.00 
AGENT FEE $12.79 
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National Institute of Health (NIH)

National Institute of Health (NIH)

National Institute of Health (NIH)

TRANSPORTATION $73.73 
HOTEL TAXES & FEES $58.52 

Great Plains Institute (GPI) SAVANICH, KASEY 10/16/2024 - 10/18/2024 Pittsburgh, PA 

To participate in the States Deployment Initiative 
Meeting, which will feature talks on how to 
develop Comprehensive Action Plans and meet 
requirements for the Climate Pollution Reduction 
Grants (CPRG) program. TCEQ covered other 
travel expenses. 

$1,161.28 

Reimbursed Expense 

Description 
Reimbursed 

Amount 
AIRFARE $671.97 
LODGING $418.00 
AGENT FEE $12.79 
HOTEL TAXES & FEES $58.52 

ASTSWMO Hazardous Waste Program 
Funding SHAFFORD, WILLIAM J. 10/16/2024 - 10/18/2024 Washington, DC To participate in the ASTSWMO Annual 

Meeting. 
$1,397.65 

Reimbursed Expense 
Description 

Reimbursed 
Amount 

AIRFARE $557.95 
LODGING & TAXES $598.00 
MEALS $63.94 
TRANSPORTATION $36.00 
HOTEL TAXES & FEES $141.76 

CenSARA (Central States Air Resource 
Agencies) KEIRSTEAD, ROBERT 10/20/2024 - 10/23/2024 Chapel Hill, NC 

To attend and collaborate with experts in 
networking sessions, and present the latest 
TCEQ air quality modeling advancements at 
the 2024 CMAS Conference. TCEQ covered 
other travel expenses. 

$1,064.50 

Reimbursed Expense 
Description 

Reimbursed 
Amount 

AIRFARE $656.95 
LODGING $390.00 
HOTEL TAXES & FEES $17.55 

ACWA (Association of Clean Water 
Administrators) VILLALBA, REBECCA 10/21/2024 - 10/24/2024 Washington, DC 

To attend the 2024 National Stormwater 
Roundtable and give a presentation and 
facilitate roundtable discussions. TCEQ 
covered other travel expenses. 

$637.72 

Reimbursed Expense 
Description 

Reimbursed 
Amount 

LODGING & TAXES $550.00 
HOTEL TAXES & FEES $87.72 

TOTAL FOR TRAVEL RELATED EXPENSES $13,469.12 
B. NON-TRAVEL RELATED GIFTS AND DONATIONS 

Donating Organization 
Gift Donation  Waiver 

Description 
Location Date Received Value 

Water Monitoring Solutions (WMS) 
Waived the fee for their 
one and a half day training 
course. 

Texas City, Texas 10/15/2024-10/16/2024 $2,500.00 

TOTAL NON-TRAVEL GIFTS AND DONATIONS $2,500.00 

TOTAL GIFTS AND DONATIONS FOR THIS PERIOD $15,969.12 
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