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From: PUBCOMMENT-0OCC

Sent: Tuesday, August 8, 2023 9:19 AM

To: PUBCOMMENT-WQ; PUBCOMMENT-ELD; PUBCOMMENT-OCC2; PUBCOMMENT-OPIC
Subject: FW: Sewage Plant Construction in Fabens, Texans

Attachments: Mesa Del Norte Wastewater Treatment Plan.pdf

PM

H

From: Brad Patterson <Brad.Patterson@tceq.texas.gov>

Sent: Tuesday, August 8, 2023 5:02 AM

To: PUBCOMMENT-OCC <PUBCOMMENT-OCC@1ceq.texas.gov>
Subject: FW: Sewage Plant Construction in Fabens, Texans

From: Cassandra Urrutia <Cassandra.Urrutia@senate.texas.gov>

Sent: Monday, August 7, 2023 6:29 PM

To: Cameron Poursoltan <Cameron.Poursoltan@tceq.texas.gov>

Cc: Ferrell Fields <Ferrell Fields@tceq.texas.gov>; Josh Amador <Josh.Amador@Tceq.Texas.Gov>; Arely Villalobos
<Arely.Villalobos@senate.texas.gov>

Subject: RE: Sewage Plant Construction in Fabens, Texans

Hello Cameron,

Thank you, again, for all the information you provided to our office on the Texas Pollutant Discharge Elimination System
(TPDES) in Fabens. We met with a group of constituents from the Fabens community today, and they shared with us a
copy of their letter requesting a public hearing submitted to TCEQ via certified mail last Friday. Can you please confirm
whether your team has received their request?

Respectfully,

Cassandra Urrutia, MPH | Legislative & District Director
Office of Texas State Senator César J. Blanco- SD 29
Cassandra.Urrutia@senate.texas.gov

From: Cameron Poursoltan <Cameron.Poursoltan@tceq.texas.gov>

Sent: Friday, August 4, 2023 9:58 AM

To: Cassandra Urrutia <Cassandra.Urrutia@senate.texas.gov>

Cc: Ferrell Fields <Ferrell. Fields@tceq.texas.gov>; Josh Amador <Josh.Amador@Tceq.Texas.Gov>
Subject: RE: Sewage Plant Construction in Fabens, Texans

Cassandra,



Just to clarify, a public meeting is an opportunity for the applicant to engage with the public and discuss aspects ofa
permit application. Legislative members can request these by reaching out to the Office of the Chief Clerk, typically in ’
the form of a letter. In contrast, a contested case hearing is a legal proceeding similar to a civil trial in state district court
and they are conducted by the State Office of Administrative Hearings (SOAH). Here is a document for more background.
| have information on the timing to request each of these below my signature.

Best,
Cameron
Cameron Poursoltan

Legislative Liaison, Intergovernmental Relations Division
Texas Commission on Environmental Quality

(0) 512-239-3970 | (c) 512-963-9730

The public may request a public meeting, contested case hearing or comment on an application from the Notice of
Receipt of Application and Intent to Obtain Permit (NORI) up to the end of the comment period.

Comment period ends at the latter of the two options: (1) 30 days after the Notice of Application and Preliminary
Decision (NAPD) is published in the newspaper (if no public meeting) or (2) the end of public meeting (marks end of
comment period). Hearing requests may be made from NORI to end of comment period.

After comment period TCEQ will prepare a response to comments (RTC). Commentors on applications will have an
additional 30 days to make a hearing request.

The RTC and all hearing requests will be considered at Commission Agenda. The commissioners may take final action on
the application or refer to SOAH.

The rules provide elected official requesting a public meeting flexibility (i.e. no specific deadline).

From: Cassandra Urrutia <Cassandra.Urrutia@senate.texas.gov>

Sent: Thursday, August 3, 2023 1:00 PM

To: Cameron Poursoltan <Cameron.Poursoltan@tceq.texas.gov>

Cc: Ferrell Fields <Ferrell.Fields@tceq.texas.gov>; Josh Amador <Josh.Amador@Tceqg.Texas.Gov>
Subject: RE: Sewage Plant Construction in Fabens, Texans

Hi Cameron,

Thank you for this information. What is the deadline for hearing requests and the process an interested party would
need to follow to submit one?

Is there a deadline elected officials need to meet to request a public hearing for this application?
Sincerely,
Cassandra Urrutia, MPH | Legislative & District Director

Office of Texas State Senator César ]. Blanco- SD 29
Cassandra.Urrutia@senate.texas.gov




From: Cameron Poursoltan <Cameron.Poursoltan@tceq.texas.gov>

Sent: Monday, July 31, 2023 11:07 AM

To: Cassandra Urrutia <Cassandra.Urrutia@senate.texas.gov>

Cc: Ferrell Fields <Ferrell. Fields@tceg.texas.gov>; Josh Amador <josh.Amador@Tceq.Texas.Gov>
Subject: RE: Sewage Plant Construction in Fabens, Texans

Cassandra,

Thank you for contacting us. See the details below. Please let us know if you have any questions.

Lower Valley Water District applied to the Texas Commission on Environmental Quality (TCEQ) for proposed
Texas Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (TPDES) Permit No. WQ0016296001 to authorize the discharge
of treated wastewater at a volume not to exceed a daily average flow of 900,000 gallons per day. The domestic
wastewater treatment facility will be located at 616 Northwest Camp Street, Fabens, in El Paso County, Texas
79838. TCEQ received this application on February 13, 2023 and administrative review was completed April
2023.

First public mailed notice occurred April 2023 with published notifications occurring in May and June 2023.
These published notification of the water quality application occurred in English and Spanish. The application is
available for viewing and copying at Lower Valley Water District Main Office, 1557 Farm-to-Market Road 1110,
Clint, Texas. The comment period for this application was initiated in April 2023 with the mailed notice.

Technical review of the application was completed June 22, 2023 and mailed to the applicant for their review
(as required by 30 TAC 281.21). The applicant provided comment on the draft permit in July 2023. Those
comments are currently being addressed and the draft permit will be filed with the chief clerk as soon as
practicable. Once the draft permit is filed a second mailed and published public notice will occur to solicit
additional public comment on the draft permit. As of July 25, 2023, Commissioner’s Integrated Database
indicates 1,287 public comments, no hearing requests and no public meeting requests. Most comments are an
opposition petition signed by numerous people and submitted individually. Local concerns are related to
proximity to residential areas in the city of Fabens.

Cameron Poursoltan
Legislative Liaison, Intergovernmental Relations Division
Texas Commission on Environmental Quality

(o) 512-239-3970 | (¢) 512-963-9730

From: Cassandra Urrutia <Cassandra.Urrutia@senate.texas.gov>
Sent: Monday, July 31, 2023 11:37:51 AM

To: Ferrell Fields <Ferrell.Fields@tceq.texas.gov>

Subject: RE: Sewage Plant Construction in Fabens, Texans

Hi Ferrell,



| hope your week is off to a great start. | wanted to follow up with you on this request to see if you can assist our office
in scheduling a briefing on the permitting process for this facility.

I look forward to hearing from you.
Respectfully,
Cassandra Urrutia, MPH | Legislative & District Director

Office of Texas State Senator César J. Blanco- SD 29
Cassandra.Urrutia@senate.texas.gov

From: Cassandra Urrutia

Sent: Thursday, July 27, 2023 3:01 PM

To: Ferrell Fields <Ferrell.Fields@tceq.texas.gov>
Subject: Sewage Plant Construction in Fabens, Texans

Hi Ferrell,

| hope you have been doing well. Our office has received correspondence from constituents in the Fabens, Texas area
concerned about a proposed sewage plant being constructed by the Lower Valley Water District. Might TCEQ be able to
provide our office with a brief on this project and where the entity is in the permitting process?

I look forward to hearing from you.

Thank you,

Office of Texas State Senator César J. Blanco- SD 29
Cassandra.Urrutia@senate.texas.gov

District Office Capitol Office: GE.7
0: (915) 577-0029 0:(512)463-0129
416 N. Stanton, Ste. 700 P.O. Box 12068

El Paso, Texas 79925 Austin, Texas 78711

F: (915) 577-0031



Texas Commission on Environmental Quality

Office of the Chief Clerk, MC-105

P.0. Box 13087 ‘
Austin, Texas 78711-3087

Cc: Commissioner lliana Holguin
State Representative Mary Gonzalez
Senator Cesar Blanco
Abril Barraza
Javier Paz

RE: Mesa Del Norte Wastewater Treatment Plant
To whom it may concern,

We the concerned residents of the Fabens area, are in opposition of the construction of the Mesa
Del Norte Wastewater Treatment Plant, proposed permit number: WQ0016296001. Our concerns are the
following: Health risks, decrease in property values, and proximity to railroad tracks. For these reasons,
we the concerned citizens, would like to request a public hearing over the matter.

As you may already know, we are a very disadvantaged community. Some of the biogases and
airborne particles being released by wastewater treatment plants can cause respiratory illnesses and
diseases. With very few clinics and very few means of transportation to seek required medical attention, it
would be hard for members of the community to seek treatment for those airborne illnesses. It is very
hard to say that people will not fall ill seeming that the treatment plant is being proposed to be built right
next to many homes and a baseball park where many children play.

Due to the odors, smells and fumes that come from the treatment plant, property values can
decrease. These smells are already motivating residents and members of the community to move to other
places. Many of the disadvantaged community members cannot afford to do so and having their property
values go down, will only cause a bigger disadvantage.

While train derailments are rare, we have had recent accidents and even a recent derailment that
was close to the proposed location of the plant. Who is to say that having a wastewater treatment so close
to a frequently used railroad track, won’t cause any problems? Whether it be from derailment or even the
constant vibrations that the train and railroad tracks cause. Some of these vibrations can cause raw sewage
to seep out or cracks in the plant that can lead to bigger malfunctions.

We kindly request your assistance in seeking a public hearing and/or meeting to discuss our
concerns. We are available at your earliest convenience to meet and we thank you for your attention to
this matter. We look forward to the opportunity to meet and discuss our concerns in a productive and
respectful manor. Once again, thank you. Together we can make a positive impact in our community.

Please don’t hesitate to reach out to us via email or by phone at: (915) 920-9181.

Respectfully,

s - ‘ y /ﬂﬂ“/ |
Etrgmees, oo llo <t e
The Take Charge Group of Fabens



Texas Commission on Environmental Quality
Office of the Chief Clerk, MC-105

P.O. Box 13087

Austin, Texas 78711-3087 ’«

Cc: Commissioner lliana Holguin
State Representative Mary Gonzalez
Senator Cesar Blanco
Abril Barraza
Javier Paz

RE: Mesa Del Norte Wastewater Treatment Plant
To whom it may concern,

We the concerned residents of the Fabens area, are in opposition of the construction of the Mesa
Del Norte Wastewater Treatment Plant, proposed permit number: WQ0016296001. Our concerns are the
following: Health risks, decrease in property values, and proximity to railroad tracks. For these reasons,
we the concerned citizens, would like to request a public hearing over the matter.

As you may already know, we are a very disadvantaged community. Some of the biogases and
airborne particles being released by wastewater treatment plants can cause respiratory illnesses and
diseases. With very few clinics and very few means of transportation to seek required medical attention, it
would be hard for members of the community to seek treatment for those airborne illnesses. It is very
hard to say that people will not fall ill seeming that the treatment plant is being proposed to be built right
next to many homes and a baseball park where many children play.

Due to the odors, smells and fumes that come from the treatment plant, property values can
decrease. These smells are already motivating residents and members of the comimunity to move to other
places. Many of the disadvantaged community members cannot afford to do so and having their property
values go down, will only cause a bigger disadvantage.

While train derailments are rare, we have had recent accidents and even a recent derailment that
was close to the proposed location of the plant. Who is to say that having a wastewater treatment so close
to a frequently used railroad track, won’t cause any problems? Whether it be from derailment or even the
constant vibrations that the train and railroad tracks cause. Some of these vibrations can cause raw sewage
to seep out or cracks in the plant that can lead to bigger malfunctions.

We kindly request your assistance in seeking a public hearing and/or meeting to discuss our
concerns. We are available at your earliest convenience to meet and we thank you for your attention to
this matter. We look forward to the opportunity to meet and discuss our concerns in a productive and
respectful manor. Once again, thank you. Together we can make a positive impact in our community.

Please don’t hesitate to reach out to us via email or by phone at: (915) 920-9181.

Respectfully,
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The Take Charge Group of Fabens
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The Fabens community became aware the Lower Valley Water District (LVWD) applied
for a Texas Commission on Environment Quality (TCEQ) Texas Pollutant Discharge
Elimination System (TCEQ Permit No. WQ0016296001) for the proposed Mesa Del Norte
Wastewater Treatment Plant (WWTP) permit for municipal wastewater, The WWTP will be
located at the approximate location of 5 St and North Loop Drive which is in the middle of our
small town. The wastewater treatment plant (WWTP) will have the capacity to process 900,000
gallons of wastewater daily. The purpose of this correspondence is to request that TCEQ Permit
WQ0016296001 be denied due to the following concerns as expressed during the meeting
between our community, TCEQ, and the Lower Valley Water District members dated January
16, 2024, at the Fabens ISD O'Donnell Auditorium. We voiced a load no to the construction of
the LVWD wastewater treatment plant at the Mesa del Norte location.

We, the Fabens community, is an unincorporated town that are humble but a motivated
populace. We, The Fabens Take Charge Group, the voice for our community, researched the
proposed LVWD WWTP to familiarize ourselves and the community leaders with data,
information, and viable circuits to strategically deliver and present our concerns. To tie the
fifteen hundred hard copy signatures and five hundred and twelve electronic signatures, we were
able to tie those numbers to actual faces to our community. On January 16%, 2024, at the
O'Donnell Auditorium, our community came forward to voice their crucial needs to Senator
Blanco, community leaders, and LVWD staff. Researching the current issue at hand we
discovered various TCEQ notice violations that were issued to LVWD’s wastewater collection
system. As the notice of violations continues adding up, we are very weary over the LVWD’s
ability responsively maintain of their existing wastewater collection system. We, the Fabens

community, enjoy our quality of life to include a healthy environment that include clean air.



Local farmers contribute to the pristine air quality through farming practices to include pecan
orchards, cotton fields, and many other agricultural fields.

The placement of the proposed LVWD’s WWTP on the Mesa del Norte location will
Jjeopardize the health, safety, and overall quality of life of the residents of Fabens. One of the
biggest concerns of the proposed WWTP is the diseases caused by pathogens due to the release
of numerous hazardous bioaerosols and airborne pollutants. Hydrogen Sulfide (HS2), Carbon
Dioxide (Co2), Ammonia (NH3), and Volatile Organic Compounds (VOCs) are some of the
many highly hazardous air pollutants associated with the proposed aeration WWTP as mentioned
in the draft TCEQ permit. Airbome endotoxins mainly affect the respiratory system, including a
decline in lung function and increased prevalence of chronic bronchitis, asthma-like syndrome,
and irritation of mucous membranes. Hydrogen Sulfide, even at low concentrations, smells like
rotten eggs and can cause eye irritation, headaches, nausea, fatigue, and, in extreme cases, death.
People in contact with H2S must immediately move upwind, away from the downwind. The
wind normally blows from the southwest directly towards the community, placing Fabens
residents directly downwind from the proposed WWTP as per Windrose calculations.
Environmental exposures such as the proposed WWTP can contribute to the overall health
concerns that we could face. The Fabens community is upwind from their own EL Paso County
Water Control and Improvement District #4 (EPCWCID #4) WWTP and located in a farm field
area approximately one mile away from Alameda Ave (Texas Highway 20) and from the
community.

Twenty five percent (25%) of our Fabens community lives below the Texas poverty line
and is considered an economically disadvantaged community according to the Texas Water

Development Board. Our income determines the goods we can afford, which can mean the



difference between refrigerated air or swamp coolers. Swamp coolers are typically what cools
99% of the community’s homes. These swamp coolers will blow the air from the outside into our
homes, which leads to the outdoor airborne humidity particles settling inside our homes. Our
children, elderly, and residents with compromised immune systems will be more susceptible to
the health effects from the poor air quality generated by the proposed WWTP. Fabens only has
two clinics; this is not adequate to treat the entire community. Special health conditions require
specialists, which can only be found in El Paso, approximately 31.8 miles away and Fabens has
no public transportation to El Paso.

A property's proximity to a WWTP can be a significant factor in determining its market
value. Many of Fabens homes are grandfathered down for generations, and people encounter
economic circumstances that leave them unable to relocate or purchase a new home. Their
impecunious circumstances and sentimental and emotional values make it difficult for them to
relocate outside the town of Fabens. Many of our residents' elders already have limitations such
as dwelling and language barriers, and others have been distressed, expressing that they will
relocate and sell their homes and/or properties if the permit is granted. With the idea of the
proposed WWTP, and Iack of community inclusivity, the residents feel hopeless and seek help to
voicing their concerns during this hearing process.

Do we want the future generation of our graduates to relocate their families elsewhere
due to the quality of life being affected by the proposed WWTP? Installing a WWTP in a
residential area lowers the quality of life and odor does not respect the buffer zone. The nearest
home from the proposed WWTP will be approximately 167 yards, nearest empty property, 29
yards, post office 277 yards, UMC clinic 1079 yards, Senior Center 475 yards, and 150 yards

from baseball park. LVWD letter via mail to the Fabens residents dated July 14, 2023, stated



“o our plant is closer to the Fabens wastewater treatment processing facility than our
envisioned site.” Considering Fabens existing WWTP is approximately 1760 yards away from
the nearest home and LVWD’s proposed WWTP will be approximately 167 yards from nearest
home, which is a direct contradiction to their statement.

Locating the proposed LWVD’s WWTP near railroad tracks may also have potential
impacts. Train derailments are relatively common in the United States, with an estimated 1,000
to 3,000 incidents occurring each year. According to the Federal Railroad Administration, there
are approximately 3,000 train derailments in the United States each year, which means, on
average, there were about 8 train derailments daily between 1990-2021 [Federal Railroad
Administration]. In 2023, there were a total of 742 train derailments recorded in The United
States, as Texas has the most miles of railway and the second highest number of derailments
since 1975. On October 2022, the most recent train crash with an 18-wheeler occurred in Fabens,
TX, directly besides the proposed site. Train vibrations cause fissures and cracks to our homes of
which the residents are called to do maintenance, sealing up the cracks cause by these
vibrations.

LVWD staff stated that it will follow all TCEQ guidelines in constructing and managing
the proposed WWTP. However, in October of 2023, LVWD received a TCEQ notice of violation
regarding a vigorous sewage odor emitting from a lift station located on the comer of Alameda &
FM 1110 in Clint, Texas. The existing lift station is visited approximately 15 times a day to
remove raw sewage from its wet well because there is no wastewater collection system for the
lift station to pump too. The notice of violation was for the discharge of one or more air
contaminants in such concentrations and duration that could be injurious or adversely affect

human health or welfare, animal life, vegetation, or property. Recently on January 24, 2024,



residents in San Elizario TX, experienced a raw sewage spill onto their neighborhood. San
Elizario, TX have been dealing with back-up sewage and contamination for weeks. The
populations by the borderland do not know the proper channels to call and report incidents. In
addition, not being able to maintain LVWD’s wastewater collection system LVWD has:

e failed to collect water distribution samples for coliform analysis,

failed to notify the general public,

¢ failed to submit required quarterly reports to TCEQ,

e failed to collect lead and copper and tap samples at the required samples sites
resulting in no reports to TCEQ,

e  failed to mail consumer notifications regarding lead tap water monitoring results

to the person served at the locations sampled,

failed to submit to TCEQ a copy of the consumer notification,

failed to comply with maximum contaminant level for total trihalomethanes.
LVWD was assessed a penalty for failure to meet TCEQ requirements for the above violation.
LVWD informs the community will meet TCEQ guidelines for wastewater, how can we trust
them to do their due diligence? How well will they follow the required guidelines related to a
WWTP when we know LVWD fails miserably to meet the minimum requirements for a lift
station and their water distribution sysfem?

LVWD claims the WWTP is in the best interest of the subdivision of Mesa Del Norte's
populace, when in fact they are using them as a sole excuse to build the proposed WWTP. Mesa
Del Norte residents also publicly opposed the LVWD construction adjacent to their
neighborhood. Mesa del Norte is currently receiving water and wastewater services from

EPCWID #4. Through our residents and open record request, we believe that LVWD statements



might be inaccurate as the city of El Paso is eastward approaching into Fabens, and their
wastewater needs will be directed to the proposed WWTP. LVWD acquire many empty
unpopulated lands within their legal boundaries.

LVWD claims they are forced to pay $50.00 per credit to each active account residence
in the Mesa del Norte subdivision, as the Public Utilities Commission of Texas (PUC)
determined this due to out-of-district rates and fees for services. EPCWCID#4, in a formal letter,
approached LVWD with alternative solutions that could allow water wastewater utility services
in the Mesa Del Norte subdivision, as one of them was to have the Texas Legislature pass
legislation at its next opportunity in 2023, that could adjust the jurisdictional boundaries of the
respective districts, and to remove the boundaries areas from LVWD and place them unto
EPCWCID#4. The alternative might have not been a good idea for LVWD since it would
terminate future tax monies to the company.

We ask the LVWD to be transparent and direct the community with true facts as they try
to construct their proposed WWTP in the middle of our community. We understand that
investigations can be complex especially when there is a project that will affect the quality of life
for this Fabens community today and into the future. As a reminder we, the Fabens Take Charge
Group, are not opposed in building the proposed WWTP, as we understand the citizens are
entitled to all services. We oppose to the WWTP location at Mesa del Norte or anywhere close to
a residential area. We ask you to work diligently, meticulously, intelligently, and
compassionately to redirect the location of the proposed WWTP so as not to suffocate our
environmental quality of existence. Please find a viable solution by putting people first, people

second and people last. Again, we oppose to the location.



Thank you.

The Take Charge! Group

Ana M. Sanchez 915-3294-210
Rosa Maria Gallo- Avitia 915-920-9181
Thomas P. Housler

Rafael Ramirez

fabenstakecharge@gmail.com




Questions

How did you determine that your proposed project is the least environmental damaging
alternative?

We are confused because on the letter dated July 14", 2023, to the Fabens community, Lower
Valley Water District, stated “we are building a plant like the Fabens District Plant, but with
updated features which creates Type 1 water effluent.”

In reference to the second communication via Email with Lower Valley Water District who
emailed on September 19", 2023, an invite to the Fabens Community to tour the Sacility at
Sunland Park NM?

Why was the Fabens Community invited by Lower Valley Water District to visit a
Wastewater Treatment Plant in the state of New Mexico, Sunland Park. Where New
Mexico follows different state requirements, procedures, and specifications according to
TCEQ?

Again, from Lower Valley Water District, a letter dated July 14th, 2023, and KFOX-News

The district manager stated, “The Lower Valley District will also acquire equipment for control
of potential odor.”

Our community toured the Fabens Wastewater treatment plant. We were there for approximately
43 minutes. As we drove away, the heavy smell of spoiled eggs remained in our car for 2 hours.

If the stench remained in the car for the rest of the day. Image our homes 24/7 for the rest of our
lives.

What will be the potential odor concentration into our homes through our swamp coolers
into a home that cannot move on the road with open windows?

In other words, the odor in a home bringing in foul odor 24/7 for the rest of our lives in
Fabens?

Again, from Lower Valley Water District, a letter dated July 14, 2023, and KFOX — News
Lower Valley Water District stated that the facility "be primarily enclosed”... "the state-of-the-
art plant is going to produce very little to no odor."

This is for Lower Valley Water District; what is Lower Valley Water District's experience
operating a wastewater treatment plant over 100,000 gallons?
Is it your first large-scale wastewater treatment plant that you will be experimenting with?

As stated in the Lower Valley District letter to the Fabens Residents on July 14th, 2023, “a plant
like the Fabens District Plant.” Also, as stated in an email dated August 19, 2023, to our group,
“residents joining...on a tour of the facility in Sunland Park.”

Between Fabens Wastewater Treatment Plant and your prospected model, which model is
it really going to be constructed?
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Is it like the Fabens wastewater treatment plant or the Sunland Park New Mexico Plant, or
is there a 3rd model you reported on K-FOX?

Lower Valley Water District stated in the letter dated July 14th, 2023, indicating you will
“LAND APPLY” treated water to the Lions Club field, quoting, “We also plan to re-use much of
the water to provide the Lions Club with green space for their facilities, which will be in much
better shape and comfortable for the children.”

Have you obtained the land application permit, and will you plan to produce a treasury
treatment?

Lower Valley Water District stated on K-Fox News quoting “following guidelines from
TCEQ.”

How well will you follow guidelines if you cannot follow the simple state requirements that
Lower Valley is responsible for?

In case of plant failure, what is your emergency preparedness emergency plan?

What will be your emergency plan in the event of a derailment at the wastewater treatment
site?

Lower Valley Water District letter to the Fabens Residents dated July 14, 2023 — "Regarding our
plant are closer to the Fabens wastewater processing facility than our envisioned site."
Considering Fabens wastewater treatment plant is 1067 yards away from the nearest home, and
your wastewater treatment plant will be approximately 167 yards from the nearest home.

How accurate are your dimensions based on your letter to the public?

Continuing dumping of treated water into the San Felipe Arroyo is meant to take
stormwater. Are you going to discharge treated water into an aligned channel that may
contaminate Huecho Bolson aquafer?

Will you be monitoring H2S on a daily basis 24/7?
What equipment will be used to control H2S exposure to the residents?

What experience do you have dealing with H2S since this will be your first wastewater
treatment plant near homes?
If residents are subjected to H2S, what procedure will you use to notify the general public?

Are you aware we have no public transportation, especially if needed for a specialist in EL
Paso, due to the health hazards with the wastewater treatment plant?

Are there any danger species in the location for the proposed plant and have you contact
the Texas Park and Wildlife for an investigation?
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Ana Sanchez, Rosa Maria Gallo-Avita, Thomas
Housler, and Rafael Ramirez provided a USB drive
containing exhibits attached to their comments
received on February 2, 2024.

To view the exhibits submitted:
Please contact the

Office of the Chief Clerk at:
(512) 239-3300 or chiefclk@tceq.texas.gov

or

Please visit the
Office of the Chief Clerk at:
12100 Park 35 Circle,
Building F, Suite 1101
Austin, Texas 78753
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Renee Lyle

From: PUBCOMMENT-OCC

Sent: Wednesday, January 31, 2024 5:.01 PM

To: PUBCOMMENT-OCC2; PUBCOMMENT-OPIC; PUBCOMMENT-ELD; PUBCOMMENT-WQ
Subject: FW: Formal Report

Attachments: FORMAL REPORT - FABENS TAKE CHARGE GROUP.pdf

Jesus Barcena

Office of the Chief Clerk

Texas Commission on Environmental Quality
Office Phone: 512-239-3319

How is our customer service? Fill out our online customer satisfaction survey at:
www.tceq.texas.gov/customersurvey

From: CHIEFCLK <chiefclk@tceq.texas.gov>

Sent: Wednesday, January 31, 2024 8:13 AM

To: PUBCOMMENT-OCC <PUBCOMMENT-OCC@tceq.texas.gov>
Subject: FW: Formal Report

From: ANA SANCHEZ <fabenstakecharge@gmail. com>
Sent: Tuésday, January 30, 2024 11:08 PM E
To: CHIEFCLK <chiefclk@tceg.texas.gov>

Cc: Rosamaria Gallo-Avitia <rmgalloavi@yahoo.com>
Subject: Formal Report

Subject: Submission of Formal Report

To whom it may concern,

I trust this email finds you well. I am writing to formally submit the attached formal report.
Attached to this email is the complete report in PDF format, titled Formal Report - Take Charge Group.

Due to the size limitations of email attachments, the exhibits were too large to be sent via email.
Consequently, we have mailed a certified mail package containing the necessary exhibits to your attention.
Thank you for your time and attention to this matter.

Sincerely,

Rosa Maria Gallo-Avitia 915-920-9181
Ana M. Sanchez 915-329-4210
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TCEQ Registration Form
January 16, 2024

Lower Valley Water District
Proposed Water Quality Permit Number
WQ0016296001

g e 1 . ! s ‘ 9
PLEASE PRINT e (,5(2, ﬁg ViTido Qe/

Name:

Mailing Address:

Physical Address (if different):

City/State: P ety A Zip:

Email:

**E-mail addresses are subject to public disclosure under the Texas Public Information Act**

Phone Number: ( /. ) 1. T

e Are you here today representing a municipality, legislator, agency, or group? Yes [JNo

If yes, which one?

t Please add me to the mailing list.
0 I wish to provide formal ORAL COMMENTS at tonight’s public hearing.
O I wish to provide formal WRITTEN COMMENTS at tonight’s public hearing.

(Written comments may be submitted at any time during the hearing)

Please give this form to the person at the information table. Thank you.



Vincent Redondo

From: PUBCOMMENT-OCC

Sent: Tuesday, October 29, 2024 3:41 PM

To: PUBCOMMENT-WQ; PUBCOMMENT-ELD; PUBCOMMENT-OCC2; PUBCOMMENT-OPIC
S'ﬁbject: FW: Public comment on Permit Number WQ0016296001

Attachments: 2024.10.28 FTCG et al. Hearing Requests.pdf

"

From: vmcwherter@txenvirolaw.com <vmcwherter@txenvirolaw.com>
Sent: Monday, October 28, 2024 3:41 PM

To: PUBCOMMENT-OCC <PUBCOMMENT-OCC@tceq.texas.gov>
Subject: Public comment on Permit Number WQ0016296001

REGULATED ENTY NAME MESA DEL NORTE WASTEWATER TREATMENT PLANT
RN NUMBER: RN111664371

‘?‘I—;ERMIT NUMBER: WQ0016296001

bbCKET NUMBER:

COUNTY EL PASO

PRINCIPAL NAME: LOWER VALLEY WATER DISTRICT

(.A'::N NUMBER: CN600630396

NAME: Vic McWherter

EMAIL: vmcwherter@txenvirolaw.com

COMPANY: Perales, Allmon & Ice, P.C.

ADDRESS: 1206 SAN ANTONIO ST
AUSTINTX78701-1834

PHONE: 5124696000
FAX: 5124829346
COMMENTS: Please see the attached requests for a contested case hearing submitted on behalf of

Fabens Take Charge Group, Magda Flores, Rosemaria Gallos-Avitia, Tom Housler, Maria Mendoza, Angel
Ornelas, Rafael Ramirez, Ana Sanchez, Eleuterio Sanchez, and Maria Sanchez.



PERALES, ALLMON & ICE, P.C.
ATTORNEYS AT LAW

1206 San Antonio Strect Of Counsel:

Austin, Texas 78701 David Frederick

(512) 469-6000 * (512) 482-9346 (facsimile) Richard Lowerre
info@wenvirolaw.com Vic McWherter

October 28, 2024
Laurie Gharis, Chief Clerk
Texas Commission on Environmental Quality
Office of the Chief Clerk, MC-105
P.0O. Box 13087
Austin, Texas 78711-3087 Via TCEQ eComments

Re:  Contested Case Hearing Requests on the Application of Lower Valley Water District
for Authorization of the Mesa Del Norte Wastewater Plant; Proposed TPDES Permit
No. WQ0016296001.

Dear Ms. Gharis:

On behalf of Fabens Take Charge Group (“FTCG”), Magda Flores, Rosemaria Gallos-
Avitia, Tom Housler, Maria Mendoza, Angel Ornelas, Rafael Ramirez, Ana Sanchez, Eleuterio
Sanchez, and Maria Sanchez, [ submit the following requests for a contested case hearing on the
Application filed by Lower Valley Water District (“LVWD” or “Applicant”) for TPDES Permit
No. WQ0016296001 (the “Application™). For the reasons discussed below, these hearing requests
satisfy the requirements of Chapter 55 of the TCEQ Rules. Each requester may be contacted

through this firm at the address and telephone number indicated above.

1. Background

LVWD proposes to construct and operate the Mesa Del Norte Wastewater Treatment Plant
(the “Plant”) in very close proximity to the residents of Fabens, Texas. The Plant would eventually
discharge up to 900,000 gallons per day of treated wastewater effluent into the typically dry San
Felipe Arroyo that runs through Fabens. Over 1,700 letters of opposition on file with the Chief
Clerk reflect overwhelming opposition to the Plant by local residents, businesses, and school
districts. On January 16, 2024, one hundred and seventy-three representatives of the small
community’s residents were able to attend the TCEQ’s public meeting and demonstrate their

vehement opposition to the Plant. The map of affected landowners included in the Application



shows just how embedded the Plant would be within the Fabens community, and why the

Applicant’s chosen facility location is distressing to so many people.

II. FTCG meets the group standing requirements of 30 Tex. Admin. Code § 55.205.

FTCG is a grassroots community group based in Fabens, Texas. The purposes of FTCG
include protecting the health and safety of Fabens residents, protecting the environmental quality
of the Fabens community, and unifying community residents in advocacy efforts to protect and
improve the quality of life in Fabens. The interests FTCG seeks to protect in a contested case
hearing are germane to the organization's purposes. 30 Tex. Admin. Code § 55.205(b)(3). FTCG
representative Ana Sanchez submitted timely oral comments and provided material on behalf of
the group at the public meeting held on January 16, 2024. 30 Tex. Admin. Code § 55.205(b)(1).
Each of the individual hearing requesters discussed below is a member of FTCG, and each
member’s name and physical address is provided herein; furthermore, each of these identified
members would otherwise have standing to request a hearing in their own right. 30 Tex. Admin.
Code § 55.205(b)(2). While each identified member has the right to participate in this matter as an
affected person, neither the claim asserted nor the relief requested requires the individual members
to participate in the case. 30 Tex. Admin. Code § 55.205(b)(4). For these reasons, FTCG has
satisfied the requirements of 30 Tex. Admin. Code § 55.205.

III. FTCG members are affected persons.

FTCG members reside on properties located in close proximity to the Plant, its proposed
discharge point, and its discharge route. Such members would suffer the impacts of the Plant’s
operations in a manner that is unique and not common to the public. These members include the
affected persons discussed below, who are identified as members of FTCG for purposes of 30 Tex.

Admin. Code §55.205(b)(2), and who also request a hearing in their individual capacities.

Ms. Ana Sanchez resides at 919 NE Camp Street, Fabens, Texas 79838. Her residence is
within one mile of the Plant. Ms. Sanchez is concerned that she and other members of FTCG will
experience adverse effects to their health and the use and enjoyment of their property because of
nuisance odors. The odor problem will be exacerbated because many community members, such
as Ms. Sanchez, do not have air conditioning; instead, they rely on evaporative coolers (or “swamp

coolers”) which draw air directly into homes from the outside. Furthermore, Ms. Sanchez asserts



that the location of the Plant—so close to homes (including hers), schools, a medical clinic, and a
senior citizen center—creates an unacceptably high risk of exposing the public to nuisance
conditions. Such siting is inconsistent with the intent and purposes of 30 Tex. Admin. Code
Chapter 309, Subchapter B. She has concerns about whether she and her community will be
adequately protected in the event of an emergency. In addition, Ms. Sanchez has concerns about
contamination of surface water and groundwater, including a concern about whether the
characteristics of the proposed discharge route are suitable to channel discharged effluent and
mitigate potential contamination. Also, LVWD’s aggregate compliance history for all existing
facilities should be given consideration. On October 24, 2023, LVWD was issued a notice of
violation for operations at its Clint Sanitary Sewer Lift Station facilities (RN106011406) and cited
for odor conditions and the discharge of air contaminants in such concentrations and duration that
could be injurious or adversely affect human health or welfare, animal life, vegetation, or property.
LWYVD has also had compliance problems at other facilities related to failing to maintain collection
lines and failing to collect samples. Such violations raise concerns regarding the Applicant’s ability

to comply with the proposed draft permit.

In both her individual capacity and as a representative of FTCG, Ms. Ana Sanchez raised
these issues in formal comments and materials provided at the TCEQ’s public meeting, and her
concerns remain unresolved. (RTC Issue Nos. 1, 3, 5, and 6.). As discussed more fully below, the
interests and issues raised by Ms. Sanchez are protected by the law under which the Application
will be considered. 30 Tex. Admin. Code § 55.203(c)(1). There is a reasonable relationship
between the interests claimed by Ms. Sanchez and the regulated activity. 30 Tex. Admin. Code §
55.203(c)(3). Because of her location, the Plant is likely to have an impact on Ms. Sanchez’s
health, safety, and use and enjoyment of property. 30 Tex. Admin. Code § 55.203(c)(4). Ms. Ana

Sanchez is an affected person.

Ms. Magda Flores resides at 113 NE Davis, Fabens, Texas 79838. Based on estimates
provided by FTCG, her residence is located approximately 786 yards from the Plant. Ms. Flores
is concerned that she will be adversely affected by nuisance odors. Ms. Flores is further concerned
that prior notices of violation issued to LVWD call into question the Applicant’s ability to comply
with this proposed permit. Ms. Flores raised these issues in formal comments made at the TCEQ’s

public meeting, and her concerns remain unresolved. (RTC Issue Nos. 3 and 6). As discussed more



fully below, the interests and issues raised by Ms. Flores are protected by the law under which the
Application will be considered. 30 Tex. Admin. Code § 55.203(c)(1). There is a reasonable
relationship between the interests claimed by Ms. Flores and the regulated activity. 30 Tex. Admin.
Code § 55.203(c)(3). Because of her location, the Plant is likely to have an impact on Ms. Flores’s
health, safety, and use and enjoyment of property. 30 Tex. Admin. Code § 55.203(c)(4). Ms.

Magda Flores is an affected person.

Ms. Rosamaria Gallo-Avitia resides at 401 Eubanks Street Northwest, Fabens, Texas
79838. Based on estimates provided by FTCG, her residence is located approximately 276 yards
or less from the Plant. Ms. Gallos-Avitia has concerns regarding nuisance odor conditions.
Furthermore, she asserts that the location of the Plant—so close to homes (including hers), schools,
a medical clinic, and a senior citizen center—creates an unacceptably high risk of exposing the
public to nuisance conditions. Such siting is inconsistent with the intent and purposes of 30 Tex.
Admin. Code Chapter 309, Subchapter B. She has concerns about whether she and her community
will be adequately protected in the event of an emergency. Ms. Gallo-Avitia raised these issues in
formal comments made at the TCEQ’s public meeting, and her concerns remain unresolved. (RTC
Issue Nos. 1 and 3). As discussed more fully below, the interests and issues raised by Ms. Gallo-
Avitia are protected by the law under which the Application will be considered. 30 Tex. Admin.
Code § 55.203(c)(1). There is a reasonable relationship between the interests claimed by Ms.
Gallo-Avitia and the regulated activity. 30 Tex. Admin. Code § 55.203(c)(3). Because of her
location, the Plant is likely to have an impact on Ms. Gallo-Avitia’s health, safety, and use and
enjoyment of property. 30 Tex. Admin. Code § 55.203(c)(4). Ms. Gallo-Avitia is an affected

person.

Mr. Thomas P. Housler resides at 108 Minera, Fabens, Texas 79838. Based on estimates
provided by FTCG, his residence is located approximately 223 yards from the Plant. Mr. Housler
has concerns regarding nuisance odor conditions. Furthermore, he asserts that the location of the
Plant—so close to homes (including his), schools, a medical clinic, and a senior citizen center—
creates an unacceptably high risk of exposing the public to nuisance conditions. Such siting is
inconsistent with the intent and purposes of 30 Tex. Admin. Code Chapter 309, Subchapter B. He
has concerns about whether he and his community will be adequately protected in the event of an

emergency. Mr. Housler raised these issues in formal comments made at the TCEQ’s public



meeting, and his concerns remain unresolved. (RTC Issue Nos. 1 and 3). As discussed more fully
below, the interests and issues raised by Mr. Housler are protected by the law under which the
Application will be considered. 30 Tex. Admin. Code § 55.203(c)(1). There is a reasonable
relationship between the interests claimed by Mr. Housler and the regulated activity. 30 Tex.
Admin. Code § 55.203(c)(3). Because of his location, the Plant is likely to have an impact on Mr.
Housler’s health, safety, and use and enjoyment of property. 30 Tex. Admin. Code § 55.203(c)(4).

Mr. Thomas Housler is an affected person.

Ms. Maria Mendoza resides at 16172 Mesa Rocks Street, Fabens, Texas 79838. The
property where she resides is shown as ID8 on the affected landowners list and, according to
estimates provided by FTCG, her residence is located approximately 81 yards or less from the
Plant. Ms. Mendoza is concerned that nuisance odor conditions will adversely affect her family’s
health and the use and enjoyment of their property. Furthermore, Ms. Mendoza asserts that the
location of the Plant—so close to homes (including hers), schools, a medical clinic, and a senior
citizen center—creates an unacceptably high risk of exposing the public to nuisance conditions.
Such siting is inconsistent with the intent and purposes of 30 Tex. Admin. Code Chapter 309,
Subchapter B. She has concerns about whether she and her community will be adequately
protected in the event of an emergency. In addition, Ms. Sanchez has concerns about contamination
of surface water and groundwater, including a concern whether the characteristics of the proposed
discharge route are suitable to channel discharged effluent and mitigate potential contamination.
Ms. Mendoza raised these issues in formal comments made at the TCEQ’s public meeting, and her
concerns remain unresolved. (RTC Issue Nos. 1, 3, and 5). As discussed more fully below, the
interests and issues raised by Ms. Mendoza are protected by the law under which the Application
will be considered. 30 Tex. Admin. Code § 55.203(c)(1). There is a reasonable relationship
between the interests claimed by Ms. Mendoza and the regulated activity. 30 Tex. Admin. Code §
55.203(c)(3). Because of her location, the Plant is likely to have an impact on Ms. Mendoza’s
health, safety, and use and enjoyment of property. 30 Tex. Admin. Code § 55.203(c)(4). Ms. Maria

Mendoza is an affected person.

Mr. Angel Ornelas resides at 16197 Metalico Street, Fabens, Texas 79838. Mr. Ornelas’s
property is shown as ID19 on the affected landowners list and, according to estimates provided by

FTCQG, his residence is located approximately 86 yards or less from the Plant. Mr. Ornelas has



concerns regarding nuisance odor conditions. Furthermore, he asserts that the location of the
Plant—so close to homes (including his), schools, a medical clinic, and a senior citizen center—
creates an unacceptably high risk of exposing the public to nuisance conditions. Such siting is
inconsistent with the intent and purposes of 30 Tex. Admin. Code Chapter 309, Subchapter B. He
has concerns about whether he and his community will be adequately protected in the event of an
emergency. Mr. Ornelas raised these issues in formal comments made at the TCEQ’s public
meeting, and his concerns remain unresolved. (RTC Issue Nos. 1 and 3). As discussed more fully
below, the interests and issues raised by Mr. Ornelas are protected by the law under which the
Application will be considered. 30 Tex. Admin. Code § 55.203(c)(1). There is a reasonable
relationship between the interests claimed by Mr. Ornelas and the regulated activity. 30 Tex.
Admin. Code § 55.203(c)(3). Because of his location, the Plant is likely to have an impact on Mr.
Ornelas’s health, safety, and use and enjoyment of property. 30 Tex. Admin. Code § 55.203(c)(4).

Mr. Angel Ornelas is an affected person.

Mr. Rafael Ramirez resides at 148 CC Camp Road, Fabens, Texas 79838. Based on
estimates provided by FTCG, this residence is located approximately 890 yards from the Plant.
Mr. Ramirez is concerned that nuisance odor conditions will adversely affect his health, safety,
and the use and enjoyment of his property. Mr. Ramirez raised this concern in formal comments
made at the TCEQ’s public meeting, and his concern remains unresolved. (RTC Issue No. 3). As
discussed more fully below, the interests and issues raised by Mr. Ornelas are protected by the law
under which the Application will be considered. 30 Tex. Admin. Code § 55.203(c)(1). There is a
reasonable relationship between the interests claimed by Mr. Ornelas and the regulated activity.
30 Tex. Admin. Code § 55.203(c)(3). Because of his location, the Plant is likely to have an impact
on Mr. Ornelas’s health, safety, and use and enjoyment of property. 30 Tex. Admin. Code §
55.203(c)(4). Mr. Rafael Ramirez is an affected person.

Mr. Eleuterio Sanchez and Ms. Maria Sanchez reside at 1013 Oak View Street, Fabens,
Texas 79838, approximately one mile from the Plant. These requesters are concerned that nuisance
odor conditions and the environmental impact of the plant’s discharge on surface water and
groundwater will adversely affect their health and the use and enjoyment of their property. They
raised these issues in formal comments made at the TCEQ’s public meeting, and their concerns

remain unresolved. (RTC Issue No. 3 and 5). As discussed more fully below, the interests and



issues raised by Eleuterio Sanchez and Maria Sanchez are protected by the law under which the

Application will be considered. 30 Tex. Admin. Code § 55.203(c)(1). There is a reasonable

relationship between the interests claimed and the regulated activity. 30 Tex. Admin. Code §

55.203(c)(3). Because of their location, the Plant is likely to have an impact on the requesters’
health, safety, and use and enjoyment of property. 30 Tex. Admin. Code § 55.203(c)(4). Mr.

Eleuterio Sanchez and Ms. Maria Sanchez are affected persons.

IV. The concerns of FTCG and its identified members and individual requesters are
relevant and material disputed issues that were raised in the requesters’ timely formal
comments.

Collectively, FTCG and the affected persons identified above (the “Requesters”) request
that the Commission refer the following issues to the State Office of Administrative Hearings for

a contested case hearing:

(1)  Whether the draft permit is adequately protective to prevent nuisance odor conditions.

(2) Whether the draft permit is adequately protective of surface water and groundwater
quality.

(3) Whether the location of the Plant minimizes the possibility of contaminating water in the
state and minimizes the possibility of exposing the public to nuisance conditions under
the Plant Siting Location Standards of 30 Tex. Admin. Code Chapter 309, Subchapter B.

(4) Whether the draft permit should be denied or modified in consideration of Applicant’s
compliance history.

(5) Whether the draft permit and engineering design plans for the proposed facility will
include adequately protective emergency preparedness provisions in compliance with
Chapter 217 requirements.

Nuisance Odors (RTC Issue No.3).

The issue of nuisance odor prevention is relevant and material to the Commission’s
decision on this permit application. The TCEQ Rules require municipal wastewater discharge
permits to contain an effective nuisance odor abatement plan, and for permittees to maintain
operations in a manner to comply with all applicable requirements, including the prevention of
nuisance odor conditions. 30 Tex. Admin. Code §§ 309.13, 217.38, and 217.3(b)(4). The
Requesters raised concerns about nuisance odor conditions in timely formal comments, and the

issue remains unresolved and disputed.

Surface Water and Groundwater Quality (Issue Nos. 1 and 5).



The issue of protection of surface water and groundwater is relevant and material to the
Commission’s decision on this application. Under Tex. Water Code Chapter 26 and 307 of the
TCEQ Rules, the Commission is charged with protecting water quality in a manner consistent with
public health and enjoyment. 30 Tex. Admin. Code § 307.1. Also, one of the purposes of Chapter
309 of the TCEQ Rules is to condition the issuance of a permit on the selection of a plant site
location that minimizes the possibility of contaminating water in the state. 30 Tex. Admin. Code
§ 309.10(b). The Requesters raised concerns about the protection of surface water and groundwater

quality in timely formal comments, and the issue remains unresolved and disputed.
Plant Siting Location Standards (RTC Issue No. 1).

Issues related to the Plant’s location are relevant and material to the Commission’s decision
on this application. As stated in 30 Tex. Admin. Code § 309.10(b), the purpose of Chapter 309,
Subchapter B, Location Standards, is to condition issuance of a permit on selection of a site that
minimizes the possibility of contamination and minimizes the possibility of exposing the public to
nuisance conditions. Also, under 30 Tex. Admin. Code § 309.12, the Commission can consider
whether the identified discharge route, as an operational feature of the Plant, has the bed, banks,
and capacity to channel treated wastewater properly and minimize contamination. While Chapter
309, Subchapter B establishes minimum standards for the location of domestic wastewater
treatment facilities, the Commission is not compelled to find the selected site is suitable and issue
a permit simply because the minimum standards may be met. See 30 Tex. Admin. Code §§
309.10(a) and 309.14(b). In their formal comments, the Requesters raised concerns that the Plant’s
location will expose the public to nuisance conditions and impair water quality. These issues

remain unresolved and disputed.
Compliance History (RTC Issue No. 6).

Issues related to LVWD’s compliance history are relevant and material to the
Commission’s decision on this application. Consideration of compliance history is statutorily
required for the issuance of wastewater discharge permits. Tex. Water Code § 26.0281. As required
by Tex. Water Code § 5.754, the Commission has rules that further address the use of compliance
history in agency decisions. Under 30 Tex. Admin. Code § 60.3(a)(1)(B), when deciding whether
to issue a permit, the Commission shall evaluate the person’s aggregate compliance history and

classification, especially considering patterns of environmental compliance. Also, 30 Tex. Admin.



Code § 60.3(a)(4)(B)(i) provides that the Commission shall consider compliance history when
considering the issuance of a permit to discharge effluent comprised primarily of sewage or
municipal waste. In their formal comments, the Requesters questioned whether LVWD has the
ability or willingness to comply with the provisions of this permit, given its prior documented

violations for other operations. These issues remain unresolved and disputed.
Emergency Preparedness (RTC Issue No. 1).

Issues related to emergency preparedness are relevant and material to the Commission’s
decision. TCEQ Rules, Chapter 217 contain various requirements for design and engineering
features to protect public health, safety, and welfare in the event of an emergency. These provisions

include, without limitation, 30 Tex. Admin. Code § 217.36.

V. Summary

Fabens Take Charge Group, Magda Flores, Rosemaria Gallos-Avitia, Tom Housler, Maria
Mendoza, Angel Ornelas, Rafael Ramirez, Ana Sanchez, Eleuterio Sanchez, and Maria Sanchez
have met the legal requirements for establishing affected person status and requesting a contested
case hearing. FTCG and the individual affected persons respectfully request a contested case

hearing on the issues discussed above.
Respectfully submitted,

18/ Vic McWherter

Vic McWherter

State Bar No. 00785565
vimewhertertxenvirofaw.com
Marisa Perales

State Bar No. 24002750
marisaiiixenvirolaw.com
PERALES, ALLMON & ICE, P.C.
1206 San Antonio Street

Austin, Texas 78701

512-469-6000 (t) | 512-482-9346 (f)
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TCEQ Registration Form
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e Are you here today representing a municipality, legislator, agency, or group? Yes UNo
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O Please add me to the mailing list.
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bd I wish to provide formal ORAL COMMENTS at tonight’s public hearing.

t I wish to provide formal WRITTEN COMMENTS at tonight’s public hearing.

(Written comments may be submitted at any time during the hearing)

Please give this form to the person at the information table. Thank you.
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Please give this form to the person at the information table. Thank you.



TCEQ Registration Form
January 16,2024

Lower Valley Water District
Proposed Water Quality Permit Number
WQ0016296001

PLEASE PRINT

Name: /Qaf)fcvef/ Kﬁwml‘y\éz‘

Mailing Address: _ 1 0 86 % [ 5 ©

Physical Address (if different):

CityState: [ G2 5 "] zip: ) 735

Email:

**E-mail addresses are subject to public disclosure under the Texas Public Information Act**

Phone Number: ( )

» Are you here today representing a municipality, legislator, agency, or group? D Yes UNo

If yes, whichone? & o ¢ 0

0 Please add me to the mailing list.

ID/ I wish to provide formal ORAL COMMENTS at tonight’s public hearing.

1 I wish to provide formal WRITTEN COMMENTS at tonight’s public hearing.

(Written comments may be submitted at any time during the hearing)

Please give this form to the person at the information table. Thank you.



Ellie Guerra

From: PUBCOMMENT-OCC

Sent: Thursday, May 11, 2023 12:39 PM .

To: PUBCOMMENT-OCC2; PUBCOMMENT-OPIC; PUBCOMMENT-ELD; PUBCOMMENT-WQ
Subject: FW: Public comment on Permit Number WQ0016296001

From: rafatona@aol.com <rafatona@aol.com>

Sent: Thursday, May 11, 2023 11:01 AM

To: PUBCOMMENT-OCC <PUBCOMMENT-OCC@tceq.texas.gov>
Subject: Public comment on Permit Number WQ0016296001
REGULATED ENTY NAME MESA DEL NORTE WASTEWATER TREATMENT PLANT
RN NUMBER: RN111664371

PERMIT NUMBER: WQ0016296001

DOCKET NUMBER:

COUNTY: EL PASO

PRINCIPAL NAME: LOWER VALLEY WATER DISTRICT

CN NUMBER: CN600630396

NAME: Rafael R Ramirez

EMAIL: rafatona@aol.com

COMPANY: N/A

ADDRESS: PO BOX 680 148 CC Camp Rd
FABENS TX 79838-0680

PHONE: 9156370874

FAX:

COMMENTS: | am requesting that the above permit be denied due to the following concerns: 1. The proximity of the
sewer processing plant is about 200 feet from the nearest homes. 2. The plant would be about .6 miles from the Fabens
ISD schools. This would require school evacutions during plant malfunction 3. The wind direction will blow the plant
odors to the town, especially during malfunctions. 4. The proximity of the railroad tracks is of concern because of the
ground vibrations. 5. The local hospital is 0.4 mile from the plant. Due to these concerns, | am requesting that the permit

be denied!



Vincent Redondo

From: PUBCOMMENT-OCC

Sent: Friday, July 12, 2024 8:32 AM

To: PUBCOMMENT-WQ; PUBCOMMENT-ELD; PUBCOMMENT-OCC2; PUBCOMMENT-OPIC
Subject: FW: Additional Public Comment- WQ0016296001

Attachments: Report West Texas County Courier.pdf

From: ANA SANCHEZ <fabenstakecharge@gmail.com>

Sent: Friday, july 12, 2024 8:22 AM

To: PUBCOMMENT-OCC <PUBCOMMENT-OCC@tceq.texas.gov>
Subject: Re: Additional Public Comment- WQ0016296001

Good Morning,
Please disregard my last email and accept for filing the attached report.

Thank you

Ana Sanchez
9153294210

OnThuy, Jul 11, 2024 at 7:01 AM ANA SANCHEZ <fabenstakecharge@gmail.com> wrote:

To whom it may concern,
Attached please find a report to be filed as a public comment under permit number wWQ0016296001.

Thank you for your time and attention to this matter.



To whom it may concern, 07/11/2024

Residents of the Lower water Valley District (L VWD) have recently expressed
significant concerns regarding a series of unpleasant sewage spills affecting their
area. This report aims to summarize the residents' frustrations and question the
district's ability to manage more significant projects, such as the proposed Mesa del
Norte Wastewater Treatment Plant in the town of Fabens.

« Unresolved Sewage Spills: The recent sewage spills have caused
considerable distress among LVWD residents. The spills have not only been
an environmental hazard but have also impacted their daily lives and health.

« Questionable Management: The inability of the LVWD to effectively
manage these relatively minor issues raises serious questions about their
capability to handle more significant, more complex projects.

The current situation in LVWD casts doubt on the proposed management of the
Mesa del Norte Wastewater Treatment Plant in Fabens TX. If LVWD cannot
effectively address and resolve minor issues, we question their ability to manage a
critical facility that will have significant implications for our community’s health
and environment,

The continuing concerns raised by LVWD residents are valid and highlight a
broader issue of management and accountability. These issues must be transparent.

Attached please find the West Texas County Courier




WEST TExas COuNTy

COURIER %

VOL. 51, No. 28 SERVING ANTRONY, VINTON, CANUTIELLO, BAST MONTANA, HORIZON, SOCORRG, CLINT, FABENS, SAN FLIZARIO AND TORNILLO JULY 11, 2024

NEWSBRIEFS

Diversity

With late crimes on the rnise,
the  personal-finance  website
WalletHub has released its report
on 2024 Most Diverse Cities
in America, as well as expent
commentary, to identify the places
where people have the mostunique
blend of perspectives, which brings
social and economic benefits. To
detennine the places in the 1.8,
with the most mixed demographics,
WalletHub compared the profiles
of more than 500 of the largest
cities acrosy five major diversity
categorics: sociogconomic,
caltural,  economic,  houschold
and refigious. El Pase was runked
253rd in the report. Other suats:

» Murfreeshoro, TN has the highest
income diversity, which is two
times higher than in Hockessin,
DE. the city with the lowest.

» Germantown, MD  has  the
highest racial and ethnic diversity,
which is four times higher than
in Laredo, TX, the city with the
lowesi.

+ South Valley, NM  has the
highest  occupational  diversity,
which is 3.2 times higher than in
Cambridge, MA, the city with the
lowest.

“The  most divesse  cities
demonstrate  diversity  in many
dimensions — not just in race and
gender but also everything from
residents’ langoages and birthplaces
to their job types and household
sizes. These cities blend together a
multitude of difterent perspectives,
helping people to better understand
the warld around them and become
more empathetic. This exchange
of ideas also tends to increase the
ceonomic suceess of diverse cities,
The most diverse cities overall are
a trio of Marviand wwas close 10
Washington, D.C.: Gaithersburg,
Silver Spring, and Germantown,
These Marylund cities have some
of the most diversity when it comes
to race, language and educational
attainment,  However, individual
cities across the counuy  stand
out in different categorics. For
example. South Valley, NM, has the
most eceapatiopal diversity, while
St Louis has the most religious
diversity.”

~ Cussandra Happe

Wallett fubh Analvst

Visit htips:/awvallcthub.comiedu/

most-diverse-cities/12690 for the
full report.

~ Diuna Polk

Bible study is a postgraduate
course in the richest library of
human experience.

- Quips & Quotes

~ Phoics 37 the sto7y by Jesne 3, Montelonga and Ches Trgjiio

% =

SLOPPY — This Lower Valley Water District roanhole drain sits near tha fisids behind Bovee Road in tha City of Socorro. Socorro
residents alledge the ground around the manhole has eroded from the frequent overflow spilis. Homes are in the background behind
ths cotton field. The inset at feft Is the same manhole from different angle. The insat at right Is the same manhaole eartior this yaar.

Socorro residents upset with Lower

Valley Water

By Alfredo Vasquez
Special to the Courier

LOWER VALLEY -~ Socorro
residents who live along Bovee Road
are at a loss as to what to do about the
stench that emanates from the sewer
manholes that are located a stones-
throw away from their property, They
allege that the Lower Valley Waler
District (VWD) is doing authing to
mitigate the problem.

The Bovee residents contend that
the noxious odors are the result of
the frequent spills that spew from the
LVWD sewer line manholes located
along the ficlds behind their homes.
“The problem is that the sewage water
overflows  from  the manholes, and
it stinks all of the time out here and

District over

atteacts a let ol flies.” alleged Engene
Trujillo, a Bovee Road resident. “Also,
the manholes are adjucent w  drain
pipes that are near Socorro Middle
School. Can you imagine all those
kids having to smell thut odor when
they are cating lunch at school. This
has been going on for months, and the
Lower Vailey Water District is doing
nothing about iL,” he added.

LVWD, created as a municipal
wtility district in 1986, is located in
the southeastern portion of El Paso
County. According to its website,
LVWD provides potable watcer, sewer,
septic system., and sanitation services
while striving for the highest quality

of product and service to all of its
customer base and that they attend to
the precept that sale drinking water
is a viwl, protected and conserved

sewage spills

resource for a higher quality ol life.
Also, the website stotes that LYWD
is constaotly applying ltor funding
tfrom local, state, and federal agencies
inan effort to construct adequate water
and wastewiater systems for the 210
syuare miles within its boundarics,
And in May, its customers narrowly
approved a $35 million bond issue o
allow the wuter district to expand its
services throughout the communities
of Sacorro, San Elizario, Cling, Sparks,
Sand Hills, and outlying colonias.
LVWD) is run by a board of directors
which consists of five members whoe
are elected by the district’s txpaying
residents every fouryears withstaggered
teems, Current board members are
Rosalinda  Vigit, president; David

See SPILLS, Page 2

LABELED ~ LVWD officials reportad that LVWD has a contract with Deployed Resources that allows lts soplic hauling tanker trucks to

transfer wastewater into the water district’s sewar systsm. As many as seven trucks per day transfer their loads into LYWD's manholes
that arc located near Tanton Road in the City of Socorro, according to LVWD officials. The truck above has registration DOT1394916,
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Carrasco, vice president; Henry Tryjillo,
seeretary/ treasurer; David Esuada, director:
Rod Chavez, director; and the General
Manager is Gerald (Jervy) Grijafva.

Socorro cesident and community activist
Jesse 1 Montelongo insists that the sewage
water ovesflows behind Bovee Road are a
result of the wastewater that is being dumped
by sepuic hauler tanker trucks into the
manholes located near Tanton Rosd, which
is o the othier side of Alameda Avenue from
Rovee Road, about a mife away.

Montelonge alleges that the septic haulers
are transtering so inuch wastewater intw the
EVWID sewer system that it is flooding the
underground  drain pipes and  causing the
exeess wastewater o spew out of control along
the manholes behind Rovee Road becanse the
manholes are not properly secured. He said
that some of the manholes simply have lids
from 40-gallon barrels covering the manholes
with it pile of rocks placed on top of them.

Imelda  Caster, LVWD  admunistrative
assistant, acknowledyed that as many as
seven septic hauling tanker tucks wansfer
their wastewater  into LVWD's  sewer
system every day. She said that LVWD hus a
contract with Deployed Resources trucking
company that allows the haulers to trunsfer
thelr wastewater into its sewer systenm.

Montelongo said that he filed a conmplaint
dated June 6, 2024 with LVWD concerning
the septic haulers” transfering loads into the
manholes near Tanton Road. He said that he
wits aat satisfied with the response he got
from the water district four days later,

Maontelongo said that he received a letter

trom the Ef Paso City/County Eavironmental
Services, Air Quality Program that stated
in part, “Although we did not contirm
any violations applicable to air quality
requirements, it does not mean that there
are not conditions and tmes when there are
incidents at a source that could constituty
violations of the Texas Clean Air Act and
the Texas Commission on Environmental
Quality (TCEQ) rules and regulations.”
The letter was signed by Al Melero, a code
compliance supervisor,

Montelongoe said that he tied o get the
compliance supesvisor to inspect not just
the Tanton manholes but also the Bovee
Road manholes, but he was told that he was
the only one who filed a complaint so only
his residence was being inspecied,

LVWD General Manager Gerald (Jerry)
Girijalva claborated that the manholes near
Tanton Road, where the septic haulers are
transfering thetr wastewater were sealed
alter cach dump, and that there had nat been
aspillage atthat site in overa year. He related
that in 2023 there had been a wastewater
overflow there but that it was promptly
reported o TCEQ and subsequently eleancd
up. However, he also did not mention the
sewiage spilfage thatoceurs behind the Bovee
Road, until a major overflow of sewage
water burst out of those manholes on June
27th, the day Chris Trujillo, Eugene's son
and a farmer, was working the fields behind
his dad’s home,

Chris said that he works the Bovee Road
farmiand owned by Hilley Farms and that
on June 27th e arived in the early morning
with his tractor and found part of the field
covered in sewage water. “The sewer waler

See SPILLS, Page 3

THNK . 664

K L ¢
PROPERLY MARKED ~ The septic haulng tanker trucks are reglsiared with

the Texas C for on Evvir | Quality (TCEQ), as noted on the
tankers that are transfering wastewatar into the LVWD drain located near
Tanton Road,

]

MUDDY ROAD ~ Sewage ovarflow from a LVWD manhole puddied up on
Bovee Road on June 27.
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JOE BIDEN CLAIMS HE
INHERITED 4 9-PERCENT
INFLATION RATE+

= 1T WAS ACTUALLY 1.6

PANTT
HIDING 1Y FRUE
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had overflowed from the manholes
and saturated part of the cottonficld,
the ditch roads, and o made a real
mess. My tractor almost got stuck in
the sludge and | had o walk through
i The smell made me nauseous, |
almost threw up. 1 videotaped  the

whole mess,” Chris stated. He also
aleges that the problem stems from
the constant septic haulers’ dumping
at the Tanton manhole site.
Meanwhile, Caster was immediately
notified of the spillage and a crew was
sent to clean up the arca. Chris T,
whe was still there when they came o
inspect the sewage overflow, said that
all they did was throw some dirt on it
and placed orange traflic barrels around

the affected area. “That ss all they have

done,” he exclaimed.
Grijalva  commented  that  the
incident behind Bovee Road had

nothing to do with the septic hauters’
wastewater transfers.  He  blamed
it on the pumps at the Lt station,
specifically Lt Station #3 lle
said that the pumps had given out
and consequentdy  backed up the
wastewater and caused the overflow

at the manholes behind Bovee Road.
“We are in the process of requesting
for bids to rehabilitate the pumps at
the Lift station, which will take some
time and should be able to start the
work by October,” he stated. “You
have 1o remember that we inherited
these Mt station pumps 30 years ago,
and we will have to upgrade almost

See SPILLS, Page 8

Notification of Nondiscrimination in Career and
Technical Education Programs at Clint Independent
School District for 2024-2025 School Year

1) Clint Independent School District offers career and technical education programs
in Agriculture, Food. and Natural Resources: Architecture and Construction; Arts,
AV Technology and Communications; Business, Marketing, and Finance; Heaith
Science; Hospitality and Tourism; Human Services; Law and Public Service,
Manufacturing: Science, Technology, Engineering, and Math; Transportation,
Distribution, and Logistics. Admission to these programs is based on current
enroliment in the Clint 1ISD and completion of any necessary prerequisites.

2) it is the poficy of Clint ISD not to discriminate on the hasis of race, color,
religion, sex, gender, national origin, disability. age, or any other basis in its
vocational programs, services, or activities as required by Title VI of the Civil
Rights Act of 1964, as amended; Title (X of the Education Amendments of 1972;
and Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, as amended.

3) itis the poticy of Clint ISD not to discriminate on the basis of race, color, religion,
sex, gender, national origin, disability, age. or any other basis in its employment
practices as required by Title V| of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, as amended, Title
1X of Education amendments of 1972; the Age Discrimination Act of 1975, as
amended; and Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1873, as amended.

4) Clint 1SD will take steps to assure that lack of English language skiils will
not be a barrier lo admission and participation in all educational and vocational
programs.

5) For information about your rights or grievance procedures, contact the Title
IX Coordinator, Rene Chavez at 14521 Horizon Boulevard, El Pasc, Texas,
79928, 915-926-4061 and/or Section 504 Coordinator, Rodrigo Hernandez,
Assistant Director Special Education, at 14521 Horizon Boulevard, El Paso,
Texas, 79928, 915-926-4031.

Notificacion de no Discriminar en los
Programas Educativos de Carrera y Tecnica
Clint ISD por el afio escolar del 2024-2025

1) El distrito escolar independiente de Clint ofrece programas de educacion
técnica y carreras en las areas de Agricultura, Comida y Recursos Naturales:
Architectura y Construccién; Ares; Tecnologla Audio/Visual y Comunicaciones:
Negocio, Mercadotecnia y Finanzas, Ciencias de Salubridad; Hospitalidad y
Turismo; Servicios Humanos, Leyes y Servicio Publico; Manufactura; Ciencia,
Tecnologla, Ingenierla y Matematicas, Transportacion, Distribucion y Logistica.
El ingreso a estos programas sera basado en el numero de estudiantes
matriculados en el distrito escolar de Clint y se debera cumplir con los requisitos
necesarios de ingreso a estos programas.

2) E1 Distrito Escolar de Clint no discrimina por razones de raza, religion, color,
origen nacional, sexo, género, edad o discapacidad al proveer servicios de
educacion, actividades, y programas, incluyendo programas vocacionales. de
acuerdo con el Titulo VI del Acta de Derechos Civiles de 1964, y enmienda;
Titulo IX de las Enmiendas Educativas de 1972; Seccion 504 del Acla de
Rehabilitacion de 1973, enmienda.

3) El Distrito Escolar de Clint no discrimina por razones de raza, religién, color,
origen nacional, sexo, género, edad, discapacidad. o cualquier otra baseen
sus practicas de empleo, de acuerdo con el Titulo VI del Acta de Derechaos
Civiles de 1964, y enmienda; Titulo IX de las Enmiendas Educativas de 1972;
la Acta de discriminacion por edad de 1975, enmienda; y la Seccién 504 del
Acta de Rehabilitacion de 1973, enmienda.

4) El Distrito Escolar Independiente de Clint tomara pasos para asegurar que
la falta de ingles no sea un obstaculo para la admision y partipacion en todos
los programas vocacionales, y educativos.

5) Para mas informacion de sus derechos y procedimiento de agravios, puede
ponerse en contacto con el coordinador de Titulo 1X, Rene Chavez, en 14521
Horizon Boulevard, El Paso, Texas, 79928, 915-926-4061 y/o el Coordinador
de la Seccién 504, Rodrigo Hemandez, Subdirector/a de Educacion E£special,
en 14521 Horizon Boulevard. El Paso, Texas, 79928, 915-926-4031.

WTQC 074424
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A THE HISTORY CHANNEL
« On July 8. 1918, Emest
Hemingway was working as
an ambtdance driver for the
American Red Cross while
serving on the ltalian front in
World War bwhen he was struck
by an Austrian mortar shell as

he handed out chocolate to
soldiers in a dugout.

» On July 9. 1993, Bntish
forensic scientists announced
a positive identification of the
remains of Russia’s last czar,
Nicholas Il, his wife, Czarina
Alexandra, and three of their
daughters. Mitachondria!
DNA was used on the family’s
bones, which had been
excavated from a mass grave
near Yekatennburg two years
earlier,

» On July 10, 1985,
conservation group
Greenpeace's flagship. the
Rainbow Warrior, sank in New
Zealand's Auckland Harbor
after French agents in diving
gear planted a bomb on the
vessel's hull. The ship had
been preparnng for a protest
voyage to a French nuclear
test site in the South Pacific

« On July 11, 2008, Hurtricane
Dennis blasted onto the East
Coast near Pensacola Beach
with a storm surge of 15 feet,

wiping out power for over 1
millioninFlorida and Alabama,
with Mississippt also being
declared a disaster zone
along with those two states.
The humicane had already hit
Cuba, the DominicanRepublic
and Haiti earlier in the week,
causing 2t fatalities and
massive property damage.

= OnJuly 12, 1967, race riots
broke out in Newark, New
Jersey, aftera Black cab dniver
was arrested and beaten by
police. The riots resulted in 24
deaths, 1,100 wounded, 1,300
people arrested and property
losses in excess of $5 million
The wiglence was believed
to have been triggered by a
number of factors. including
rumors thal the cabbie had
died and charges that the
police invoived were brutally
racist, atong with poor mayorai
leadership.

« On July 13, 1920, the US.
Post Office banned customers
from mailing children and
animals, While it's hard
believe such a ruling would
even be necessary. officials
wisely decreed it so after
several cases involving parents
dispatching a child and one
person posting a skunk!

« On July 14, 1953, Egyptian
politician Rawya Aleya became
the first female pariamentanan
in the Arab world.
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San Elizario Independent School District
SPECIAL EDUCATION/CHILD FIND

The San Elizario Independent School District provides services for children who are eligible for special
education. Eligible special education students will be afforded a free, appropriate public education beginning
on their third birthday and continuing through their 21st year. Children who are identified as auditorially
impaired, visually impaired or deal-blind may be served from birth through 21 years of age. The San Elizario
Independent School District provides special education and related services to students residing within
the District boundaries. A student with a disability must meet eligibility guidelines in one or more areas
including physical disabifity, intellectual disability, emotional disturbance, learning disability. autism, speech
impairment, traumatic brain injury, visual or auditory impairment. This impairment must significantly affect the
student's ability to progress adequately without support services.

If a child is experiencing learning difficulties, the parent may contact the person listed below to learn about
the district's averall general education referral or screening system for support services. This system links
students to a variety of support options including referral for special education evaluation. Students having
difficulty in the regular classroom should be considered for tutorial, compensatory, and other support
services that are available to all students. At any time, a parent is entitled to request an evaluation for special
education services. Within a reasonable amount of time, the district must decide if the evaluation is needed.
if the evaluation is needed, the parent will be notified and asked to provide consent for the evaluation. The
district must compilete the evaluation and the report within 45 school days of the date the district received the
written consent. The district must give a copy of the report to the parent. if the District determines that the
evaluation is not needed, the district will provide the parent with a written notice that explains why the child
will not be evaluated. This written notice will include a statement that informs the parent of their rights if they
disagree with the district. Additionally, the notice must inform the parent how to obtain a copy of the Notice
of Procedural Safeguards-Rights of Parents of Students with Disabilities.

For more information, contact the Director of Special Education, April Marioni, (815) 872-3926 at 13680
Socorro Rd., San Elizario. TX 79849. Mailing address: PO Box 920, San Elizario, TX 79849,

Educacién Especial / Programa De
ldentificacién De Nifios (Child Find)

E! Distrito Escolar Independiente de San Elizario provee servicios a los nifios que califican para recibir
educacion especial. Los estudiantes que califiquen recibiran una educacién publica gratuita y adecuada
comenzando con su tercer cumpleaios hasta el fin de su vigésimo-primer ano (21). Los niftos que son
identificados con problemas audilivos, visuales, sordos o ciegos pueden ser atendidos desde su nacimiento
hasta los veintitin afios de edad. El Distrito Escolar independiente de San Elizaric provee servicios de
educacion especial y otros servicios relacionados a los estudiantes que vivan dentro de los limites del distrito.
Un estudiante con una discapacidad debe cumplir con las guias que reunen los requisitos en una o mas
areas incluyendo: discapacidades fisicas, discapacidad intelectual, alteraciones emocionales, discapacidad
de aprendizaje, autismo. discapacidad del habla. daiio cerebral por frauma, o discapacidad visual o auditiva.
Esta discapacidad debe afectar significativamente Ia habilidad del estudiante para progresar adecuadamente
sin asistencia.

Si un alumno esta teniendo dificultades en su aprendizaje, los padres pueden contactar a la persona
encargada (ver informacion al final) para que les informe acerca del programa general de derivacion (referral)
del distrito 0 sisterna de deteccion para servicios de asistencia. Este sistema enlaza a los estudiantes con
una gran variedad de opciones de apoyo que incluyen la derivacion para que se le practique una evaluacion
de educacion especial. Los estudianies que estén teniendo dificullades en un aula regular deber ser
considerados para recibir tutoria, planes de compensacion educativa y otros servicios de apoyo que estén
disponibles para todos los estudiantes. Los padres tienen derecho, en cualquier momento, de pedir una
evaluacion para recibir servicios de educacion especial. El distrito debe decidir, dentro de un plazo razonable,
si dicha evaluacién es necesaria. En caso afirmativo, el padre serd notificado y se le pedird permiso para
realizar la evaluacién. E| distrito debe llevar a cabo la evaluacion y el reporte sobre ios resuitados dentro de
45 dias escuela a partir de fa fecha en que el distrito recibi6 el permiso del padre por escrito. £l distrito debe
proporcionar una copia del reporte al padre. Si el distrito determina que la evaluacion no es necesaria, debe
proporcionar por escrito una notificacion que explique et por qué. Esta notificacion por escrito debe incluir
una declaracién que informe al padre sobre sus derechos si es que no esté de acuerdo con la decision del
distrito. Ademas, la notificacién debe informar al padre cdmo obtener una copia del Aviso sobre Garantias
Procesales-Derechos de los Padres de Alumnos con Discapacidades.

Para mayores informes, favor de contactar el departamento de Educacion Especial, April Marioni,
(815) 872-3926 at 13680 Socorro Rd., San Elizario, TX 79849. Mailing address: PO Box 920, San
Elizario, TX 78849,

WYCC: 07-11.24
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By Lucle Winborne
+ On July 4,

e e
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m§

entry. “Nothing
happened today.”

important

but by birth hall of them have
been lost,

+ Superslitious folks
understandably ook note
©in Santa Clara, California,
Con Oct. 22, 1931, when
[ lhe Gamma Eta Gamma
legal fratemity was partially
destroyed by fire: The house
was located at 1313 Franklin
Street, its phone number
was Santa Clara 13, and

even estimated at $13.000.

AN AK-47 15 depcted on
the flag of Mozambique

« Einstein's ideas on reiative
acceleration were partly
inspired by a guy who fell
off a root in Berlin. Surviving

physicist that he had not felt
the effects of gravily.

= Until the 17th century, the
word “upsel” meant to sel up
{i.e., erect) something.

* The oldest recorded desth
sentence s found in the

trials of ancient Egypt dating
to 1,500 B8.C. A teenage boy,
convicted of “magic,” was
ordered lo kit himseif by
either poison or stabbing.

= But for humans, the Asian
elephant is the only mammal
that can stand on its head.

< dn 2002, the Nevada
state legislature authorized
a license plate depicting a
mushroom cloud from an
exploding  nuclear  bomb
to commemorate nuclear
weapons lests conducted 1
the state's desert between
1945  and 1982, The
Oepanment of Motor Vehicles.
however, rejected 8.

Thought for the Day:
any given moment we have
safely.”

~ Abraham Maslow

152024 King Featurss Synd., Inc.

1776, King |
George Il wrote in his diary

= A S-month-old fetus has |
200.000.000.000 brain cells, |

the postman wore badge |
number 13! The damage |
sustained (o the house was |

without injury, he told the |

Amherst papyni, alist of state

i
'
|

I

two options: o step forward |
into growth or step back intc

4|8i3isi5 2|76!1

N .
6|5/2]s 714 98 CryptoQuip
1{7[8]{4 6:9]|3:2](§ A .
alzi6l1,8/7[0i5!4 nswern

T

9154 523,6 1712 I'm enormously tired off
511:7/219,4]18/3)6 having no career and thus
8i6/617/1:3/2 4|9 struggling financially
7i4:1}9 .2, 5|6:8(3 { need a vocation!
‘2 3i8jeia BiS117
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Spills

From Page 3
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all of them,” he added.

Grijalva  explained  that
LVWD is the ouly water
district n E} Paso County that
will zecept septic houlers’
wastewater transters into its
sewer system. He asserted that
LVWD stepped up to allow the
wastewater transters because
Bl Paso Water does not uttow
septic haulers to use its sewer
system for such transfers.

El Paso Water spokesperson

Denise  Pama said  that
EPWater  does  not  aflow
seplic haulers”  wastewater
transferring  loads  into it

system because their officials
do not know what is in it
EPWater’s treated wastewater
is cleaned and treated to use
for irvigation and industrial
purposes, o replenish  the
aquifer or returned to the
envirenment. The wastewater
from the Bustamante Plant
will eventuslly b source
witer for the new Advanced
Water Purification Facility that
will take the water through
several phases of filtration
and purification to transform
it into drinking water,
Grijalva, on the other hand.
said that the water being put
into its water system is gray
water ~ that is bath water,
laundry water, and such. He
said that every septic hauler's
wastewater load is  visually

See SPILLS, Page 7

LEGAL that wish 1o atiend
this meeling

VILLAGE OF should contact City
VINTON, TX Hall al {B156)886-

5104 o arange

NOTICE OF for ausislance,
PuBLIC ndvduak  who
HEARINGS tequice  auxibary

aids of services (o
this meeting should
contaed Clty Halt
at loast two days
before the meebng
30 thal appropriste
aTangemaents can
ba made.

Pubhc heanngs vall
be held at 8:30pm
on Tussday, July
23,2024 dunng the
Planning & 2oning
Commission
Mesting, and on
Tutesday,  August
§, 2024 during the
Regutar  Counaa!
Meating at Vinton
Wags Hall, 436

MEETING WILBE
HELD INPERSON,
BUT THE PUBLIC
CAN ACCESS

E. Vinton Rosd, THE  MEETING
Vitdon, Texas. THROUGH
THE  ZOOM.US

PLATFORM AT
THE FOLLOWING
URL.

The purpose of the
public  hearings
5 to aftow  any
ierestd persons
o appgar  and
tastity  regurding
the feliowing
items

LINK: hitps. /i
usO2web.zoom,
uslji25200231417
pwi=WVROZOFR
AZHRIFIVLILIZL
A request to WTBB4209
amend the Urdfind
Devslopment Code
tn allew tortillarias
and bakeries
in Town Center

2oning,

THE VRLAGE
PROVIDES
TWO-WAY
COMMUNICATION
FOR MEMBERS
CFTHERUBLICTO
COMMUNICATE
WITH THE
COMMISSION
DURNG THE
PUBLIC HEARNG
8Y CALLING THE
FOLLOWING
NUMBER +1 348
248 7183 AND
THEN D i

Citizens  unabhe
to  attend  this
manting may
subndl theie views
and proposals 1o
Andrea Nichole
Camito, Villnge
Administidor atthe
Tty vall Persans
Wit chsibiitios

Public Notice
Clint Independent School District
504 Child Find

Pursuant to Seclion 504 of the Rehabilitation Act
of 1973, the District has a duty to identify, refer,
evaluate and if eligible, provide a free, appropriate
public education to disabled students. For
additional information about the rights of parents
of eligible children, or for answers to any questions
you might have about identification, evaluation
and placement into Section 504, please contact
the Clint District's Section 5§04 Coordinator,
Rodrigo Hernandez, Assistant Director Special
Educalion, at 926-4031, or mail at 14521 Horizon
8ivd., Horizon Clty, Texas 79928.

Aviso de Identificacion de
Estudiantes Incapacitados
bajo la Seccion 504

Bajo la Seccion del Decreto de Rehabilitacion
de 1973, el Distrito Escolar esta obligado a
identificar, referir, evaluar, y propocionar servicios
educativos apropiadosy gratuitos alos estudiantes
incapacitados que califican bajo esta ley. Si usted
desea mas informacién sobre los derechos de
padresde nifios incapacitados, o sitiene prequntas
sobre la identificacion, evaluacion, y colocacién
de nifios en el programa de Seccion 504, favor
de ponerse en conlacto con la Coordinadora de
504 del Distrito Escolar Independisnle de Clint,
Rodrigo Hernandez, Subdireclor/a de Educacion
Especial, al numero 926-4031, o por correo a la
siguiente direccion: 14521 Horizon Blvd., Horizon

Public Notice
SanElizarioIndependent School District
504 Child Find

Pursuant to Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act
of 1873, the District has a duty to identify, refer,
evaluate and if eligible, provide a free, appropnate
public education o disabled students. For
additional information about the rights of parents
of eligible children, or for answers to any questions
you might have aboutidentification, evaluation and
placement into Section 504, please contact the
District's Section 504 Coordinator, April Manoni,
at 872-3926, or mail at P.O. Box 920, San Elizario,
Texas 79848,

Aviso de Identificacion de
Estudiantes Incapacitados
Bajo la Seccion 504

Bajo fa Seccioén del Decreto de Rehabilitacion
de 1973, el Distrito Escolar esta obligado a
identificar, referir, evaluar, y propocionar servicios
educalivos apropiados y graluitos a los estudiantes
incapacitados que califican bajo ssta ley. Si usted
desea mas informacién sobre los derschos de
padres de nifios incapacitados, o sitiene preguntas
sobre la identificacion, evaluacion, y colocacion
de nifios en el programa de Seccion 504, favor
de ponerse en contacto con la Coordinadora de
504 del Distrito Escolar independiente de San
Elizario, April Marioni, al numero 872-3926, o por
correo a la siguiente direccién: P.O. Box 820, San
Elizario, Texas 79849,

WICGC: 07-11-24

City, Texas 79928.

WTCG, G7-11-24

Classified Ads

THE MEETING 10
252 502 3141 AND
PASSCODE: 12345
FOLLOWED BY
THE POUND SIGN
{#), THE MEETING
WILL OPEN AT
525 PM ON EACH
OF THE MEETING
DATES SO THAT
PEOPLE MAY
START JOINING.
THE MEETING
WILL START AT
30 PM.

Andrea N. Carilio
Village
Admimsirator

WTCC: 07-14-24

LEGAL

VILLAGE OF
VINTON, TX

NOTICE OF
PUBLIC
HEARINGS

A putdc hearing
wil be beld at 6:30
pam, on Tuesday,
July 30th, 2024,
during the
Flanning & Zoning
Commission
Meeting at  the
Vinton Viltage Hall,
A36 £, Vinton Rd.,
Winton, Texas.

A socond  public
hearing vall be held
at 630 pm. on
Tuesdsy, August
bin, 2024, duong
e Cy Coundd
Mosting 3t the

Vinton Village Hall,
436 £, Vinton Rd,
Vinton, Texds,

The purpose of the
publc  heanngs
it to allow any
interested persons
o appesr and
testly  regardmy
the fofiowing
proposed dems.

1) A msquest for 2
comination  plat
of Tract 101, 1C2,
281, 2B and 4D.
taura EM Mundy
Survey No. 233,
Abstract Mo,
10053, Vibage of
Vinton Texas {ako
known  as 8000
Lovens Rd. and
581 Vinton Rd )

2) A reguest lo
rezone Xpross Fuel
One%  Subdivision
Lot 1, Block 1
1o Town Cenior
oning,

3) A request tor 3
Speanl Use parmil
on  Xpress  Fuel
One8  Subdivision
Lot 1, Block t
lor the purpuss
of establishing a
gasoline  staton
and a truck stop.

Ceizons unable
o allend  this
meeting may
subms their views
and proposals 1o
Andrea  Nichole
Caifin,  \iage
Administator Mthe

Chy Hall, Persens

wilh disatufitios
that wish 1o aftend
this. mesting

showld cortacd City
Hal at (915)886-
5104 o arange
for assistance,
individuals  who
faquire  Audhary
;s or geeatss e
his meating should
contact City Hall
at least tam days
befora the mosting
50 hat appropriaia
afrangements  can
be made.

THROUGH
THE  ZOOMUS
PLATFORM AT
THE FOLLOWING
unL:

LIHK: hips:
us02web.zoom.
uB/|i256200231412
pwd=WVRDZDIFR
FZHRIFIVUGLIZL
WTB6420%

THE VILLAGE
PROVIDES
TWO-WAY
COMMUNICATION
FOR MEMBERS

© OFTHEPUBLICTO

Chizerss  unabin
to  attered  this
meelng may
submit their viows
and progosals 1o
Andrsa  Nichols
GCariilio, Vitlage
Adninistrator sithe
City Hall. Persons
with  disabiiics
hat wash to ptterd
fhus, miting
shautd contact City
Hal o1 (915)886.
5164 to amange
for sssistance,
Individuals  who
require auxitiary
aidy of services for
this meating should
contact City Hall
at least two days
betore the mpsating
50 Ihat appropriate
arcangements  can
be mads.

MEETINGWILLBE
HELDIN PERSON.
BUT THE PUBLIC
CAN ACCESS
THE  MEETING

COMMUNICATE
WITH THE
COMMISSION
DURNG  THE
PUBLIC HEARING
BY CALLING THE
FOLLOWING
NUMBER, +1 348
248 7799 AND
THEN DAL N
THE MEETING 10
252 002 3141 AND
PASSCODE: 12345
FOLLOWED  BY
THE POUND SIGN
(#). THE MEETING
WILL OPEN AT
6:25 PM ON EACH
OF THE MEETING
DATES SO THAT
PEOPLE _ MAY
START JOINING,
THE  MEETING
WILL START AT
£:30 PM.

Angegs N. Carrido
Vilage
Admimstrator

WTCC: 073124

Clint Independent School District
Public Notification
of Nondiscrimination

It is the policy of Clint ISD not to discriminate on
the basis of race, color, refigion, sex, gender,
national origin, disability, age, or any other basis
prohibited by Title V| of the Civil Rights Act of
1064, as amended; Tille 1X of the Education
Amendments of 1972; and Section 504 of the
Rehabilitation Act of 1973, as amended.

For informalion about your rights or grievance
procedures, contactthe districtis Title IX Coordinator
Rene Chavez at 14521 Horizon Boulevard, El
Paso, Texas, 78928, 915-826-4000 and/or Section
504 Coordinator, Rodrigo Hernandez, Assistant
Director Special Education, at 14521 Horizon
Boulevard, El Paso, Texas, 79928, 815-926-4031.

Notificacion Publica de
Practicas No-Descriminatorias

El Distrito Escolar de Clint no discimina por
razonss de raza, religion, color, origen nacional,
sexo, género, edad, discapacidad, o cuslquier
ofra base de acuerdo con el Titulo VI del Acta de
Derechos Civiles de 1964, y enmienda; Titulo IX de
las Enmiendas Educativas de 1972; y la Seccion
504 del Acla de Rehabilitacién de 1973, enmienda.

Para informacion sobre sus derechos o
procedimientos pars quejas, comuniquese con el
Coordinador del Titulo IX, Rene Chavez, en 14521
Horizon Boulsvard, El Paso, Texas, 759928, 915-
9264000 y/o el Coordinador de la Seccion 504,
Rodrigo Hernandez, Subdirector/a de Educacion
Especial, en 14521 Horizon Boulevard, £l Paso,
Texas, 79928, 915-926-4031.

WTCC: 07-11.24




Page 6

West Texas County Courier

July 11,2024

An amazing thing happening in MLB - and nobody knows

By Steve Escajeda
Special w the Courier

Many young sports fans know that
when 1t comes to populanty, there
is no sport that rivals football in this
country.

I guess s safe 1o safe that the NBA
is a distant second 1o the National
Football League.

What young people may not know is
that at one ime in this country. boxing.
horseracing andd even  professional
wrestling were more popular than pro
foatball - way more popular.

And at one time. the king of
professional  sports,  our  pational
pastime, was professional baseball.

Yes, that sport that many young fans
today compare 10 the excitement of
watching grass grow, was the king of
athletic competition,

Guys like Babe Ruth and Willie Mays
and Mickey Mantle and Joe DiMaggio
and Ty Cobb and Bob Gibson and Ted
Williams and Stan Musial and Bob
Feller and Hank Aaron and on and on,
were the aames everybody knew

Even in the 1970s guys like Pete
Rose and Reggie Jackson and Carl
Yastrzemski and Johnny Beneh and
Lou Brock and Willie Stargell and
Tom Seaver were household names.

But Major League Baschall started
to go downhill in popularity soon after
that and it's never recovered. And to
honest, itUs not hard o see why,

While other sports were adjusting to
the changing technology of the tmes,
baschall decided to remamn a dinosaur.
And we all know what happened to
them.

Foothall and basketball and cven
hockey included the technological
advancements into their game and
wiade it fun for the young fans who
were inta this new instant-gragification
video-game world.

The old folks may not like at that
much. but the old and being slowly

inheriting the TV and  streaming
ratings numbers

But fike vour grandpa, that keeps
complaiming that there is nothing fike
the old days. or vour grandma that sull
calls vou to help ber work the VIS
machine she's still rocking, baseball
refused o embrace the quicker-paced
twenty-first century,

Now don't get me wrong, MLB has
made same changes in the last couple
vears by adding a pitch clock 1o speed
up pames, they've limited timeouts
and tmes pitchers can throw Lo first
base, but they still do one thing worse
than all the other leagues ~ they don't
know how to market their players.

Of the names | mentioned carhier,
even young people can say, “lve
heard of that guy”

Of the casual fans out there, how
many MLB players can vou mention
off the twop of your head right now?
[hat's what | thought.

But evervbudy cun mention at least
these two, Aaron Judge and Shohei
Ohtani.

The Yankees® Aaron ludge set the
American  League rtecord with 62
home runs just two vears ago and was
named the MVP

Ohtani, now with the LA Dadgers,
hus won two of the last three American
Leasgue MVPs and is a top-notch
starting pitcher as well.

They are undoubtably, the two most
marketable players in the game.

And at the moment, they are in o
monumental battle to see which will
be named MVP this year. But MLB
has done a hornble job of putting out
the message.

Even Caithn Clark and the WNBA
is slartmg 1o get more recognition thit
these (two pro baseball players,

Here is how cach player ranks in the
Amcrican League as of last Sunday,
scortng tuns: 2nd Ohtam (723 4th

Judge (701 huts: 4th Ohtani (J08),
10th Judge (100} batung average:
dth Ohtani ( 316), 6th Judge (312
doubles: 8th Judge (23), 10th Ohuany
122). Homeruns: st Judge (323, 2nd
Ohtant (283 runs batted i st Judge
(%3}, Sth Ohtant (65} total bases: Ist
Judge {221, 2nd Obtani (220); on
base-slugging: Ist Judge (1118). 2nd
Ohtant (1.045).

Then throw in the fact that they
play in the two biggest markets in the
country, New York and Los Angeles.

These two  players  should  be
highlighted every single night. but
MLB seems to be trying its best o
keep this spectacular rivalry a secrel,

This could be Bird-Magic, Ahli-
Frazier, Ohio State-Michigan, Hulk
Hogan-Andre the Giant, Coke-Pepsi,
but it's harely a blip on the radar.

Pro baseball will soon fall behmd
the WNBA and soceer. . and iUs their
own fault.

SeniOI‘ moment By Matilda Charles

Beware the pepper

Oh my goodness. There's an electric stove that wrns
itsell on, with the heating elements spontaneously getting
hot! Or the temperature changes all by itselfY

Andthere is a garden tiller that, due toa faulty instruction
manual, can come apart with the tines posing a laceration
hazard when the machine is used.

And there 1s a vinegar cleaning solution that's so caustic
there is a risk of chemical burns in consumers

These warnings come courtesy of the Consumer Product
Safety Commission {www.epse goviecalls)

In the case of the stove, the manufacturer is stepping up
with a free inspection and repair.

The manufacturer of the tiller s sending out new
assembly instructions,

The remedy for the caustic vinegar cleaning solution,
however, s less than satisfactory, The response is to stop
using it and send away for a new warning label to paste
on the boule.

Other recent recalls on the CPSC website include
defective crib humpers that can obstruct breathing, a pool

~

monoxide detector that doesn't work, kids' pagamas that
are a bumn hazard and eyelid wipes for dogs that are tull
of bacteria.

So many defeetive products! And without product
safety alerts we might never know, unul someone we
know gets hurt,

A few hints:

» Before you buy a product. check ontine for any safety
alerts

* Suve your receipts when you buy products, especially
those that are complicated enough to come with a user
manual. Tape the receipt inside the fromt cover of the
manual or keep a folder of receipts for products you
purchase.

« “fo stay sate, sign up for product recall alens. Besides
the CPSC website, check www.recalls.gov Jor an even
wider selection of product types and, foodsafety gov for
food atlerts. Right now they have o salmonella alent for
black pepper.

Black pepper? Who would have suspected something
was wrong with pepper.

phased out, the young fans are | draincover thatcan entrap swimmers, a smoke and carbon 2024 King Featres Synd., Inc.
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Comix
OUT ON A L'MB By Gary Kopervas

TRV

AMBER WAVES By Dave T. Phipps

NICE, SUMMER 1S HERE,
THE FLOWERS ARE ALL

AKD LOOK AT THE SOUTH
PASTURE. ITIS SUCH A
VIBRANT SHADE OF GREEW,

[ wow, THATSKY IS A |
DAZZUNG BLUE ARD THAT
SUN IS A BRIGHT...
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Spills

From Page 3
4

inspected before being dumped into its
sewer system to ensure it is gray water, The
wastewaler then goes to its lift stations,
where it 15 ueated then sent through its
sewer pipes 1o EP Water's Bustamante
wastewater treatment plant

In the meuntime, t address Bovee Road
residents’ concerns about the sewage
seepage  that keeps  occurring  behind
their homes, Grijatva said that they will
monitor the litt stations 24 hours a day
and work 10 do a better job of securing
the manholes behind Bovee Road.

Montelongo  and the Trujillo’s are
not convinced that this will alleviate
the sickening  situation.
to stop allowing the septic haulers to
use LVWIs sewer system for their
dumping,”
wants o know who
authorized this “sham™
weren't Socoiro residents told about this
deal in the first place?”

wastewaier
demanded. Chiris

)

They have

Montelongo

g

of g deal, “Why

he questioned.

MAKE SHIFT - This

LVWD manhole located behind
Bovee Road is secured simply with 3 berrel iid and
rocks placed on top of it,

Meds usually safe
after expiration date

DEAR DR, ROACH: I recently 1ested pusitive Jor COVID
using an expired home test. and 1 self-isolated for five
days. 1 also realized vvery

Bilenol, antilistumine,
Dav(dl,  NvQuil  and to
atlergy pill that 1 had was O

past its expiration  dare,
Some were only expired
by a Jew maonths, but most
were expired by two 1o four
vears. | guess | don't get
sick often, My question is:
Before | dispose of these,

|
how effective are they, and ‘

are any of them dangerous o use? - K L,

Drug manufacturers are required to make expiration
dates, and they guarantee that the drugs are what they
say they are and are ettective until a certain date (at Jeast
if they are properly stored in g cool and dark arca). This
does not necessarily mean that they become ineffective or
dangerons after expiring, and many drugs have been proven
to maintain efficacy for years or decades after the printed
expiration datc.

A military study found that 90% of drugs are still effective
15 years afler expiration. It is rare tor a drug to become
dangerous; however, the tetracycline class of antibiotics is
vne where toxicity has been found.

In general, il o drug is a tew months 0 4 year past its
expiration date. itis probably OK. { Liguid drugs, nitroglycerin
and insulin are notable exceptions.) But at some point, you
have to ask yourscll” whethee it is worth the small risk of
the medicine being less effective, especially for inexpensive
over-the-counter (OTC) drugs.

Also, COVID test kits may have an cxtended expiration
date. The Food and Drug Administration maintains a list at
tinyurl.convCOVIDTestKitExpire.

DEAR DR. ROACH: Cun you comment on N-acetyl cysteine
(NAC), an OTC supplement for psychiawic illoess? 1 am
interested in its safety and cffectiveness and whether there
any side effects or cautions when taking it. Also, what ix the
safe daily dosage, and how lang does it toke for benefits o
occwr? = LB,

NAC has been intravenously used for many years in
medicine as a specifie antidote to acetaminophen loxicity.
[t is also used via inhalation to thia out thick mucus so that
i can be coughed out. As you say, several recent studics
have looked at its effectiveness with a variety of mental
health issues. including depression, obsessive-compulsive
disorder, and cannabis use disorder. Althongh there is o risk
of a severe allergic response when used intravenously. itis
generally safe when used orally. Some studics have looked
at the effectiveness of NAC by itself, while others looked
w sec whether NAC cun improve oulcomes in combination
with the standard weatments.

Although the literature is mixed, 1 say that there is promise
with this treatment. When | reconunend ity it is most
commonly with paticuts who du not want to use the stundard
treatments or who want the Jowest possible dosage. The dose
used in most studies is -3 grams daily.

In one well-done study that fooked at adults with major
depression, the group who vombined NAC with the
standard treatment showed superiority over those who
received the standard treatment alone. The difference was
seen after 20 weeks of weatment. Not all studics showed
a benefit,

1 want to emphasize that an OTC supplement, no matter
how promising, is nota substitute for medical care, especially
psychiatric care. I you have a mental health 1ssue, ask your
mental health provider about NAC,

D Roach regrets that he is unable 1o answer individual
questions, bt will incorporate them in the column
whenever  possible. Readers  may  email  questions 1o
To YourGovdHealth@amed. cornell edu. 22024 North
America Synd., Inc. All Rights Reserved.

« WwWw.wixcc.com o
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Moore Texas by Roger Moous:
Tuby 12, 1912: Katherine Sthnson gets her pilots license. In spite
of being an accomplished and famous pilot, she is rejected by the
wilitary becawse of her gender in WWIL

\

” CryptoQuip

This 13 3 simple SULSTIUNON CIphst N witch gach letfer Usad staris
tor ancther, 1T you thnk that X aguats O, 8 wil egual O throughoot
the purzio. Soluton s accaompdished by tnal and error,

Cue: F equals T
Z'P OIYMPYAUCE FZMOV YR
WJINZIS 1Y TUMOOM JIV FWAU
UFMASSCZIS RZIJITZJCCE.
Z 100V J NYTJFZYI!
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Benefits and healdh
are for female vets

by Freddy Groves

The VA health care signed
up  over 53,000 female
veterans in the past year, the
biggest enrollment increase
ever for women. But it's
not just the VA chasing
the pumbers... the VA has
the services and facilities
to provide the care female
veterans nevd.

Among  other
female  veterans
age 40 who had wxin
exposure have  access to
breast  cancer  screcnings
and mammograms. (Breast
cancer 1s a presumplive
under the PACT Act) In
addition, screenings can be
scheduled for colon, lung,
skin and cervical cancers.

General health screenings
can include blood pressure,
diabeles,  osteoporosis,  as

things,
under

well as the whole amray of

standard immunizations
such as flu, tetnus, Covid
and more.

Manager. Every VA medical
facility has one.

For a leng list of the
services  available  for
female veterans, go 10 www,
womensheahth va.gov/
WOMENSHEALTHS
OVCTVICW. asp

I you're a temale vereran

Reproductive and maternity
care servicesarealsoavarlable,
with  maternity  care  being
handled by a coordimator who
offers support {or care within whe hasn’t connecied with
and outside of VA health care. the VA, ¢ither tor health

Female veterans also have care or benefits, consider
a special call center. Call comacung the call center
1-833-VA-WOMEN  (1-835- or the WV manager at the
§29-6636) Monday through closest facility and getting
Friday, 8 aom. to 10 p.m. and  started,

Suturday. 8 wm. w0 6:30 pam
There 1s also an onhine chat.

The call center can poimt

you in the nght directon

2024 King

for a wide variety of

questions:  cnrolling
VA health care, what care
options are available near
vou, chgibility, disability
ratings, benefits eluding
education and home loans,
and more,

Their help extends 1w
reporting harassment at VA,
complaints  about  medical
staflf  at VA, infertifity
services amd help for mititary
sexual trauma.

If you don’t know where
o slart, begm with the call
center, Or call your closest
facthty and ask for the
Women Veterans Program -

« My best tipforthe beach? A
taundry basket and a bungee
cord. | pul my cooler, bags
and sand toys m the basket
and pull it along the sand

using the bungee. Il has
worked for me many times
- and it's 50 convenient fo
keep things corralled in!
Herg's more lips on beach

Weekly SUDOKU

by Linda Thistle

5 1

The idea of Go Figure is 1o
arrive at the ligures given at the
bottom and right-hand columns
of the diagram Dy following the
arithmetic signs in the order
they are given (thal s, from left
1o right and top to bottam), Use
only the oumbers befow the
diagram to complete its blank
squares and use cach of the
ning numbers only once.

DIFFICULTY: * =

* Moderale ¥ * Difficult
# %+ GO FIGURE!
Answer Page &

vacationing. ~ JoAnn

+ Must-haves at the beach:
Zipper-top bags for rash ang
clothespins to clip a napkin
aown 50 it won't biow away!

» ‘Freeze hotlles of water
{take out a sip or two to allow
the ice to expand) and juice
boxes or pouches before
you head out to the beach
{or anytime you're taking
a cooler). They wii acl as
ice packs fo keep food and
snacks coal, and double as
refreshing beverages along
the way!" - A A in Flonda

PR R ag b e e

i v

3 6 7

Place a number in the emply boxes in such a way
that each row across, each column down and each
small 9-box square conlains all of the
numbers from one to nine,

DIFFICULTY THIS WEEK: ¢ ¢

¢ Moderate @ % Challenging
¢ 6 ¢ HOO BOY!

52024 King Features Synd | Inc
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* "Myeyesight startedlofalter
a few years ago, and | had
found that my glasses slipped
and  were  uncomfortable
during seaside trips. | dearly

o'

love 1o read. and have since
discovered audiobooks. or
books on tape. | download

sovsT?

i them to a digital music player
and can listen all day if } like.
It also allows me {o people-
watch and even doze offt |

k=)
B
o
»
£
m

VIGDLE
EDGR
YORINGE

r

am almost 80, so | can do
that if | feel like it" - RA in
Connecticut

et

+ "I bring a thin nylon bag

YOre

NOTH
VERTSE

¥0GO

to the beach in case | go
shopping or coflect shelis,
etc. It folds and zips down
really small, so it iakes up

ety &

iy

i
|

L

¥NAGERD

no room, but has come in
handy maost times that I've

YRNWGO
OHRE

Answar Page 4
Unszrampie nese twelve lelter sinngs 1o form each ints ar otcnary worg
fex. RAGNEC becomes CHANGE |
any marked ( W ) fatler slong as eacn voscrambies i meve than one
weid (ex WRATHE Lecomes HATER or EARTH or HEART i Fit gach
shring's word either across o7 down 1o knot 31 twelve sirings togeiner,

22 Wy L asipons

gone to the shore” - TT. in
New York

Send your tps o Now Here's a
Tiw, 628 Virginia Deive. Orlando,
FL 32803 $2024 Kiny Features
Syndd., Inc

Prepur

10 use onty ONZ word from




Jennifer Cox

From: PUBCOMMENT-OCC

Sent: Thursday, July 11, 2024 10:23 AM

To: PUBCOMMENT-WQ; PUBCOMMENT-ELD; PUBCOMMENT-OCC2; PUBCOMMENT-OPIC
Subject: FW: Additional Public Comment- WQ0016296001

Attachments: Report 07.11.2024.pdf

From: ANA SANCHEZ <fabenstakecharge@gmail.com>

Sent: Thursday, July 11, 2024 8:01 AM

To: PUBCOMMENT-OCC <PUBCOMMENT-OCC@tceq.texas.gov>
Subject: Additional Public Comment- WQ0016296001

To whom it may concern,

Attached please find a report to be filed as a public comment under permit number wWQ0016296001.

Thank you for your time and attention to this matter.



To whom it may concern,

Residents of the Lower water Valley District (LVWD) have recently expressed
significant concerns regarding a series of unpleasant wage spills affecting their
area. This report aims to summarize the residents' frustrations and question the
district's ability to manage more significant projects, such as the proposed Mesa del
Norte Wastewater Treatment Plant in the town of Fabens.

« Unresolved Wage Spills: The recent wage spills have caused considerable
distress among LVWD residents. The spills have not only been an
environmental hazard but have also impacted their daily lives and health.

» Questionable Management: The inability of the LVWD to effectively
manage these relatively minor issues raises serious questions about their
capability to handle more significant, more complex projects.

The current sttuation in LVWD casts doubt on the proposed management of the
Mesa del Norte Wastewater Treatment Plant in Fabens TX. If LVWD cannot
effectively address and resolve minor issues, we question their ability to manage a
critical facility that will have significant implications for our community’s health
and environment.

The continuing concerns raised by LVWD residents are valid and highlight a
broader issue of management and accountability. These issues must be transparent.

Attached please find the West Texas County Courier
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NEWSERIEFS

Diversity
With hate erimes on the rise,
the  personal-finance websiw

WalletHub has released its repornt
on 224% Most Diverse Cities
e America, as well as expent
commientary, to identify the places
where people have the most unigue
blend ofperspectives, which brings
social and economic benefits. To
determine the places in the US.
with the mostmixed demographics,
WatletHub compared the protiles
of mare than 500 of the largest
cities across five major diversity
categories: sotiocconomic,
caltural,  cconomic,  houschold
and religious. El Paso was ranked
253rd in the report. Other stas:

* Murfreesboro, TN hasthe highest
income diversity, which ig two
times ligher than in Hockessing
DE. the eity with the fowest.

» Germantown,  MD  has  the
highest racial and ethnic diversity,
which is four times higher than

in facedo, TX. the city with the
lowest.

= South Valley, NM has  the
highest  occupational  diversity.

which is 3.2 times higher than in
Cambridge, MA, the city with the
{owest.

“The  most diverse  cities
demonstrate  diversity  in - miany
dimensions — not just in e and
gender bat also everytiing from
residents’ languages and birthplaces
o their job types and houschold
sizes. These cittes blend together u
multitude of different perspeciives,
helptng people to beuer understand
the world around them and beeome
more empathetic. This exchange
of ideus also tends to increase the
ceonomic suceess ol diverse cities.
The mest diverse cities overall are
a trio of Maryland towns close to
Washington, D.C.: Gaithersburg,
Silver Spring, and Germantown,
These Marviand cities have some
of the most diversity when it comes
o race, language and educational

atnment. However, individua!
cilies acress the counuy  stand
out i different categories. For

example. South Valley, NM, has the
most vecupational diver while
St. Louis has the most religious
diversity.”

= Cussandra Huppe

WalletHub Analvst

Visit Iittps:/ - waldlethub.comedw/

most-diverse-cities/ 12690 for the
tull report,

~ Diuna Polk

Bible study i a postproduate
course in the richest library of
human experience.

~Quips & Quotes

tos f3e the sty by A Ches Trise

SLOPPY —~ Thix Lower Valley Water District manhole drain sits near the fields behind Bovee Road in the City of Socorro. Socorro
residents alfedge the ground around the manhole has eroded from the frequent overflow splills, Homes are in the background behind
the cotton ficld, The inset at leftis the same manhole from different angle. The inset at right is the same manhale eariier this year,

Socorro residents upset with Lower
Valley Water District over sewage spills

By Alfvedo Vasquez
Special ta the Courier

LOWER  VALLEY -~ Socomoe
idents whao live along Bovee Road
are ata toss as to what 1o do about the
stench that emunates from the sewer
manholes (hat are located a stones-
throw away from their property, They
allege that the Lower Valley Water
District (LVWD]} is doing nothing o
mitigate the problem,

The Bovee residents contend that
the noxious odors ure the resule of
the trequent spitls that spew from the
LVWD sewer {ine manholes located
along the fields behind their homes.
“The problem is that the sewage water
overfows trom the manboles, and
it stinks all of the time out here and

attracts a let of tlies.” alleged Eugene
Trujillo. a Bovee Road resident. " Also,
the nunholes are adjucent to drain
pipes that are near Socarro Middle
School. Can you imagine all those
kids having to smell thi odor when
they are cating lunch at school. This
has been going on for months, and the
Lower Valley Water District is doing
nothiag about i, he added.

LVWD, created as o municipal
utility district in 1986, is located in
the southeastern portion of El P
County. Acvording to its website,
LVWD provides potable water, sewer,
seplic system, and sanitation services
while striving for the highest quality
of product and service to all of s
customer base and that they attend o
the precept that sale drinking water
is a vital, protected and conserved

SQ

ke

resource for a higher guality ot lite.
Also, the website states thar LYWD
is constamtly applying tor funding
rom local, state, and federal agencies
in an etfortto construct adequate water
and wastewater systems for the 240
square miles within its boundaries,
And in May, its customers narrowly
appeoved a 8§35 million bond issue to
allow the water district w expand its
services throughout the communities
al'Socorro, San Elizario, Clint, Sparks,
Sand Hills, and outlying colonias.
LVWID is run by a board of divectors
which consists of five members who
are clected by the district’s axpaying
residentsevery touryears withstaggered
terms. Current board  members are
Rosalinda  Vigil.  president;  David

See SPHLLS, Page 2

A r. ( v:‘r/w/

LABELED - LVWD officials reported that LVWD has a contract with Deployed Resources that allows its septic hauling tanker frucks to
transfer wastewater into the water district’s sewer system, As many as seven trucks per day transfer their loads into LVWD’s manholes
that are located near Tanton Road in the City of Socorro, according to LVWD officiala. The truck above has registration DOT1384315,
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Carrasco, vice president; Henry Tryjillo,
secretary! treasurer; David Esuada, dircctor:
Rod Chaver, director; amd the General
Manager is Gerald (Jerry) Grijafva,

Socorro resident and community activist
Jesse . Montelongo insists that the sewage
water overflows behind Bovee Road are a
result of the wastewater trat is being dumped
by septic hauler tanker tucks inte the
manholes located near Tanton Road, which
is on the other side of Alameda Avenue from
Bovee Road, about a mile mwvay.

Montelongo alleges that the septic hauders
are transfering so much wastewater mio the
EVWI) sewer system that it is flooding the
underground  drain pipes and  causing the
cxcess wastewater (o spew o of control alonyg
the manholes behind Bovee Roud because the
manholes are not properly secured. He said
that some of the manholes stimply have lids
from $0-gatton burrels covering the munholes
with a pile of racks placed on top of them.

Imelda Caster, LVWD  adminisirative
assistant, scknowledged that as many as
seven septic hawlung tanker tucks vanster
their  waswewater  jnw LVWD's  sewer
systern every day, She said that LVWD has a
vontract with Deployed Resources trucking
company that allows the haulers to trunsfer
their wastewater into its sewer system,

Montelongo said that he filed a complaint
dated June 6, 2024 with LVWD concerning
the septic haulers’ transiering loady inta the
manholes near Tanton Road. He said thut he
was tot satisfied with the response he got
{from the water district four days later.

Montefongo said that he received o leter

trom the El Paso City, County Environmental
Setvices, Air Quality Program that stated !
in part. “Although we did not confirm
any violations applicable 1o air quality
requirements, it does not mean that there
are not conditions and times when there are
incidents at a source that could constitute
violations of the Texas Clean Air Act and
the Texas Commission on Environmental
Quatity {TCEQ) rules and regulations.”
The letier was signed by Al Mclero. a code
complignce supervisor

Montelongo said that he tied to get the
vompliance supervisor 1o inspect not just
the Tanton nranholes but also the Hovee
Road manhotes, but he was whd that he was
the only one who filed a complaint 50 only
his residence was being inspected.

LVWD General Manager Gerald (Jerry)
Grijalva elaborawd that the manholes near
Tanton Road, where the septic haulers are
transfering their wastewater were scaled
after cach dump, and tat there had not been
aspillage atthat site in over a year, He related
that in 2023 there had been a wastewater
overflow there but that it was promptly
reported to TCEQ and subsequently cleaned
up. However, he also did not mention the
sewage spilfage that oceurs behind the Bovee
Road, until a major overflow of sewage
water burst out of these manholes on June
27th, the day Chnis Trujillo, Eugene’s son
and a farmer, was working the ficlds behind
his dad’s home.

Chris said that he works the Bovee Road
farmband owned by Hiltey Farms and that
on June 27th he arrived in the carly morning
with his teactor and found part of the field
covered in sewage water. "The sewer water

the Texas C
tankers that are transfering wastewater lnto the LVWD drain jocated near
Tarmion Road.

THER . 864

PROPERLY MARKED -~ Tha septic hauling

5 o
tanker trucks are registered with

on Envir

i Quality (TCEQ), as noted on the

. MUDDY ROAD - Sewage overflow from a LVWD manhole puddied up on
Sve SPILLS, Page 3 Bovee Road on June 27.
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had overflowed trom the manholes
and saturated part of the cottontield,
the diteh roads. and it made a real
mess. My tractor almost got stuck
the studge and 1 had to walk through
it The smell made me nauscous: |
abmost threw up. 1 videotaped the

whole mess,” Chris stated. He also
alleges that the problam stems from
the constant septic haulers” dumpimg
at the Tanton manhole site.
Meamwhile, Caster was immediately
notified of the spilfage and a crew was
sent to clean up the area. Chris T,
who was still there when they came o
inspeci the sewage overtlow, said that
all they did was throw some dirt on it
and placed orange iratfic barrels around

the attected arca “That s all they have

done,” he exclaimed.
Grijalva commented  that the
incident behind Bovee Read had

nothing to do with the septic haclers’
wastewater  transfers, He  blamed
it on the pumps at the il station,
specifically  Lift Station #5. He
said that the pumps had given out
and  consequently  backed up the
wastewater and caused the overtlow

at the manholes behind Bovee Road,
“We are m the process of requesting
for bids to rehabilitate the pumps al
the lift station, which will ke some
tme and should be able 1o start the
work by October,” be stated. “You
have o remember that we inberited
these L1 station pumps 30 years ago.
and we will have to upgrade almost

See SPILLS, Page S

Notification of Nondiscrimination in Career and

T Moments

wiping out power for over 1
mithion in Florida and Alabama,

Technical Education Programs at Clint Independent
School District for 2024-2025 School Year

1)ClintIndependent School District offers career and technical education programs
in Agriculture, Food, and Natural Resources; Architecture and Construction; Arts,
AV Technology and Communications; Business, Marketing, and Finance; Health
Science: Hospitality and Tourism; Human Services: Law and Public Service:
Manufacturing; Science, Technology, Engineering. and Math; Transportation,
Distribution, and Logistics. Admission to these programs is based on current
enroliment in the Clint 1SD and completion of any necessary prerequisites.

2) It is the policy of Clint ISD not to discriminate on the basis of race, color.
retigion, sex, gender, national origin, disability. age, or any other basis in its
vocational programs, services, or aciivities as required by Title Vi of the Civil
Rights Act of 1964, as amended: Title IX of the Education Amendments of 1972,
and Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, as amended.

3} Itis the policy of Clint 1SD not to discriminate on the basis of race, color, religion,
sex, gender, national origin, disability, age, or any other basis in its employment
practices as required by Titie Vi of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, as amended; Title
1X of Education amendments of 1972; the Age Discrimination Act of 1975, as
amended: and Section 504 of the Rehabititation Act of 1873, as amended.

4) Clint ISD will take steps to assure that lack of English language skills will
not be a barrier to admission and participation in alt educational and vocational
programs.

5) For information about your rights or grievance procedures, contact the Title
iX Coordinator, Rene Chavez at 14521 Horizon Boulevard, El Paso, Texas,
79928, 915-926-4061 and/or Section 504 Coordinator, Rodrige Hernandez,
Assistant Director Special Education, at 14521 Horizon Boulevard, El Paso.
Texas, 79928, 915-926-4031.

Notificacion de no Discriminar en los
Programas Educativos de Carrera y Tecnica
Clint ISD por el ano escolar del 2024-2025

1) El distrito escoiar independiente de Clint ofrece programas de educacidn
técnica y carreras en las dreas de Agricultura, Comida y Recursos Naturales:
Architectura y Construccién: Artes: Tecnologia Audio/Visual y Comunicaciones:
Negocio. Mercadotecnia y Finanzas; Ciencias de Safubridad; Hospitalidad y
Turismo; Servicios Humanos: Leyes y Servicio Publico: Manufactura; Ciencia.
Tecnologia, Ingenieria y Matematicas; Transportacion. Distribucion y Logistica.
El ingreso a estos programas serd basado en el numero de estudiantes
matriculados en el distrito escolar de Clint y se debera cumplir con los requisitos
necesarios de ingreso a estos programas.

2) El Distrito Escolar de Clint no discrimina por razones de raza, religién, color.
origen nacional, sexo, género, edad o discapacidad al proveer servicios de
educacion, actividades. y programas, incluyendo programas vocacionales, de
acuerdo con el Tltulo VI del Acta de Derechos Civiles de 1964, y enmienda;
Titulo IX de las Enmiendas Educativas de 1972, Seccidn 504 del Acta de
Rehabilitacién de 1973, enmienda.

3) El Distrito Escofar de Clint no discrimina por razones de raza. religion, color,
origen nacional, sexo, género, edad, discapacidad. o cualquier otra baseen
sus practicas de empleo, de acuerdo con el Titulo VI del Acta de Derechos
Civiles de 1964, y enmienda: Titulo iX de las Enmiendas Educalivas de 1972;
fa Acta de discriminacion por edad de 1975. enmienda: y la Seccion 504 del
Acta de Rehabilitacion de 1973, enmienda.

4) El Distrito Escolar Independiente de Clint tomara pasos para asegurar que
la falta de ingles no sea un obstaculo para la admision y partipacion en todos
los prograrmas vocacionales, y educativos.

5) Para mas informacion de sus derechos y procedimiento de agravias. puede
ponerse en contacto con el coordinador de Titulo [X, Rene Chavez. en 14521
Horizon Boulevard, El Paso, Texas, 79928, 915-926-4061 y/o el Coardinador
de la Seccion 504. Rodrigo Hemandez, Subdirector/a de Educacion Especial,
en 14521 Horizon Boulevard, El Paso, Texas. 79928, 915-926-4031.

NTOC OT-11.34

in time

-1 THE HISTORY CHANNEL

. On

- On July 8 1918, Emes!
Hemingway was working as
an ambuiance driver for the
American Red Cross whie
serving on the italian front in
World War lwhenhgwas struck
by an Austrian montar shell as
he handed oul chocolate to
soldiers in a dugout,

« On July 9. 1993, British
forensic scientists announced
a positive identifcation of the
remains of Russia’s last czar,
Nicholas H. his wife, Czarina
Alexandra, and three of thelr
daughters. Mitochondriat
DNA was used on the family's
bones, which had been
excavated from a mass grave
near Yekateninburg two years
earlier.

July 10, 18885,
conservation group
Greenpeace's flagship, the

Rainbow Warnor, sank in New
Zealand's Auckiand Harbor
after French agents in diving
gear planted a bomb on the
vessel's hull. The ship had
been prepanng for a protest
voyage to a French nuclear
test site in the South Pacific

> OnJuly 11, 2005, Hurricang
Dennis blasted onto the East
Coast near Pensacoia Beach
wilh a storm surge of 15 feel

with Mississippt also being
declared a disaster zone
ajong with those two states.
The hurncane had aiready it
Cuba, the Dominican Republic
and Haiti eariier in the week,
causing 21 falaiites and
massive property damage.

» On July 12, 1967, race tiots
broke out in Newark. New
Jersey, after a Black cabdriver
was arrested and beaten by
police. The riots resulted in 24
deaths, 1,100 wounded, 1.300

peopie arrested and property |

losses in excess of $5 million.

he violence was believed
to have been iriggered by a
number of factors, including
rumors that the cabbie had

died and charges that the |
police involved were brutally

racist. along with poor mayoral
{eadership.

< On July 13, 1920, the U.S
Post Office banned customers
from  mailing children  and
animals. While it's hard
beieve such a ruling would

even be necessary, officials |
wisely decreed it so after !

several cases involving parents
dispatching a child and one
person posting a skunk!

- On July 14, 1653, Egyptan
politictan Rawya Aleya became
the first female pariamentanan
in the Arab world
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San Elizario Independent School District
SPECIAL EDUCATION/CHILD FIND

The San Elizario independent School District provides services for children who are eligible for special
education. Eligible special education students will be afforded a free, appropriate public education beginning
on their third birthday and continuing through their 21st year. Children who are identified as auditorially
impaired, visually impaired or deaf-blind may be served from birth through 21 years of age. The San Elizario
Independent School District provides special education and related services to students residing within
the District boundaries. A student with a disability must meet eligibility guidelines in one or more areas
including physical disability, intellectual disability, emotional disturbance. learning disabifity, autism, speech
impairment, traumatic brain injury, visual or auditory impairment. This impairment must significantly affect the
student's ability to progress adequately without support services.

if a child is experiencing learning difficulties, the parent may contact the person listed below to learn about
the district's overall general education referral or screening sysiem for support services. This system links
students to a variety of support options including referral for special education evaluation. Students having
difficulty in the regular classroom shouid be considered for tutorial, compensatory, and other support
services that are available to all students. At any time, a parent is entitled to request an evaluation for special
education services. Within a reasonable amount of time, the district must decide if the evaluation is needed.
if the evaluation is needed. the parent will be notified and asked to provide consent for the evaluation. The
district must complete the evaluation and the report within 45 schoot days of the date the district received the
written consent. The district must give a copy of the report to the parent. If the District determines that the
evaluation is not needed, the district will provide the parent with a written notice that explains why the chitd
will not be evaluated. This written notice will include a statement that informs the parent of their rights if they
disagree with the district. Additionally, the notice must inform the parent how to obtain a copy of the Notice
of Procedural Safeguards-Rights of Parents of Students with Disabilities.

For more information, contact the Director of Special Education, April Marioni, (915) 872-3926 at 13680
Socorro Rd., San Elizario, TX 79849. Mailing address: PO Box 920, San Elizario. TX 79849,

Educacién Especial / Programa De
Identificacién De Nifios (Child Find)

Ei Distrito Escolar Independiente de San Elizario provee servicios a los niflos que califican para recibir
educacion especial. Los estudiantes que califiquen recibiran una educacion pablica gratuita v adecuada
comenzando con su tercer cumpleafios hasta el fin de su vigésimo-primer afio (21). Los nifios que son
identificados con problemas auditivos, visuales, sordos o clegos pueden ser atendidos desde su nacimiento
hasta los veintiun afios de edad. El Distrito Escolar Independiente de San Elizario provee servicios de
educacion especial y otros servicios relacionados a los estudiantes que vivan dentro de los limites del distrito.
Un estudiante con una discapacidad debe cumplir con las guias que rednern los requisitos en una o mas
areas incluyendo: discapacidades fisicas, discapacidad intelectual. alteraciones emocionales, discapacidad
de aprendizaje, autismo, discapacidad del habla, dafio cerebral por trauma. o discapacidad visual o auditiva.
Esta discapacidad debe afectar significativamente la habilidad del estudiante para progresar adecuadamente
sin asistencia.

Si un alumno esla teniendo dificultades en su aprendizaje. los padres pueden contactar a la persona
encargada {verinformacién al final) para que les informe acerca del programa general de derivacion (referral)
del distrito o sistema de deteccion para servicios de asistencia. Este sistema enlaza a los estudianies con
una gran variedad de opciones de apoyo que incluyen la derivacién para que se le practique una evaiuacion
de educacion especial. Los estudiantes que estén teniendo dificultades en un aula reqular deber ser
considerados para recibir tutoria, planes de compensacion educativa y otros servicios de apoyo que esten
disponibles para todos los estudiantes. Los padres tienen derecho, en cualquier momento, de pedir una
evaluacion para recibir servicios de educacion especial. E! distrito debe decidir. dentro de un plazo razonable.
si dicha evaluacion es necesaria. En caso afirmativo, el padre sera notificado y se le pedira permiso para
realizar la evaluacion. El distrito debe ilevar a cabo la evaluacion y el reporte sobre los resultados dentro de
45 dias escuela a partir de la fecha en que el distrito recibic el permiso del padre por escrito. El distrito debe
proporcionar una copia del reporte al padre. Si el distrito determina que la evaluacién no es necesaria, debe
proporcionar por escrito una natificacion que explique el por que. Esta notificacion por escrito debe incluir
una declaracion que informe al padre sobre sus derechos si es que no esta de acuerdo con la decision del
distrito. Ademas, la notificacion debe informar al padre como obtener una copia del Aviso sobre Garantias
Procesales-Derechos de los Padres de Alumnos con Discapacidades.

Para mayores informes, favor de contactar el departamento de Educacion Especial, Aprit Marioni,
(915) 872-3926 at 13680 Socorro Rd., San Elizario, TX 79849. Mailing address: PO Box 820, San
Elizario, TX 79849,
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 legal fraternity was partially |
destroyed by fire: The house
| was located at 1313 Frankiin |

¢« Until the 17th centuty, the

By Lucie Winborne

< On Juiy 4. 1776, King |
George 1 wrote in his diary |
entry, “Noihing  enportant
happenad today”

- A S-month-old fetus has |
200,000,000.000 brain cells, |
but by tirth half of them have |

. beenlost !
» Superstitous fotks ¢
| understandably took note

| i Santa Clara, Calformia. |

on Qct, 22, 1931, when |
the Gamme Ela Gamma |

Streel, its phone number |
was Santa Clara 13, and
the postman wore badge
aumber 13! The damage .
suslained to the house was
aven estimated af $13,000.

- An AK-47 i depicted on
the flag of Mozambigue :

« Einstein's ideas on relative
acceleration  were  partly
inspired by a guy who tell
off a rcof in Berin. Surviving
without inury, he told the
physicist that he had not felt
the effecls of gravity.

word “upset’ meantto setup
{i.e.. erect) something.

» The oldest recorded death
sentence s found in the
Amherst papyn, a list of stale
trials of ancient Egypt dating
to 1,500 B.C. Ateenage buy, |
convicted of ‘magic.” was .
ordered 1o kil himsetf by |
either poison or stabbing

+ But for humans the Asian
elephant is the only mammat
that can stand on its head.

sin 2002, the Nevada |
state legislature authorized |
a ficense plate depictng a
mushroom  cloud from an |
exploding  nuclear  bomb |
lo commemorate nuclear -
weapons fesis conducted 0 |
the state's desed between
1945  and 1982, The |
Department of Molor Vehicles, |
however, rejected it

Thought for tha Day: “In

| any given moment we have |
| two options: to step forward :
| into growth o step back into |

safety.” {
~ Abraham Maslow |

024 King Feahnss Synd | ing
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Spills

From Page 3

all of them,” he added.
Grjalva  explained  that
LVYWD is the only water
districl in El Paso County that
will accept septic haulers’
wastewaler transters o ils
sewer system. He asserted that
LVWD stepped up to allow the
wastewater fransters becanse
Tl Paso Water does not aflow
septic haulers to use its sewer
system for such transters.
Ll Paso Water spokespetson

Denise  Para swd  that
EPWater does  not allow
septic haulers”  wastewater
transferring  toads oo its

system because their officials
do not know what is in it
EPWater's treated wastewater
is cleaned and treated to use
for brigadon and industrial
pwposes. o replenish the
aquifer or returned to the
environment, The wastewater
from the Bustumunte Plant
will  eventually  be  source
water {or the new Advanced
Water Puritication Facility that
will take the water through
several phases ot filtration
and purification to transform
it into drinking water,
Citijalva, on the other hand.
siid tiat the water being put
into its water sysiem is gray
water — that i bath water,
faundry water, and such. He
said that every seplic hauler’s
wastewater load i visually

See SPILLS, Page 7
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Public Notice
Clint Independent School District
504 Child Find

Pursuant to Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act
of 1973, the District has a duty to identify, refer,
evaluate and if eligible, provide a free, appropriate
public education to disabled students. For
additional information about the rights of parents
of eligible children, or for answers to any questions
you might have about identification, evaluation
and placement into Section 504, please contact
the Clint District's Section 504 Coordinator,
Rodrigo Hernandez, Assistant Director Special
Educalion, at 926-4031, or mail at 14521 Horizon
Blvd., Horizon City, Texas 79928.

Aviso de Identificacién de
Estudiantes Incapacitados
bajo la Seccién 504

Bajo la Seccion del Decrsto de Rehabilitacion
de 1973, el Distrito Escolar esta obligado a
identificar, referir, evaluar, y propocionar servicios
educativos apropiados y gratuitos a los estudiantes
incapacitados que califican bajo esta ley. Si usted
desea mas informacion sobre los derechos de
padresde nifios incapacitados, o sitiene preguntas
sobre la identificacion, evaluacion, y colacacion
de nifios en el programa de Seccion 504, favor
de ponerse en contacto con la Coordinadora de
504 del Distrito Escolar Independiente de Clint,
Rodrigo Hernandez, Subdirector/a de Educacion
Especial, al numero 926-4031, o por correo a la
siguiente direccion: 14521 Horizon Blvd., Horizon

Public Notice
SanElizariolndependentSchoolDistrict
504 Child Find

Pursuant to Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act
of 1973, the District has a duty to identify, refer,
evaluate and if eligible, provide a free, appropriate
public education to disabled students. For
additional information about the rights of parents
of eligible children, or for answers to any questions
you might have aboutidentification, evaluation and
placement into Section 504, please contact the
District’s Section 504 Coordinator, April Marioni,
at B72-3926, or mail at P.Q. Box 920, San Elizario,
Texas 79848,

Aviso de Identificacion de
Estudiantes Incapacitados
Bajo la Seccién 504

Bajo la Seccion del Decreto de Rehabilitacion
de 1973. el Distrilo Escolar esta obligado a
identificar, referir, evaluar, y propacionar servicios
educativas apropiados y gratuitos a los estudiantes
incapacitados que califican bajo esta ley. Si usted
desea mas informacién sobre los derechos de
padres de nifios incapacitados, o sitiene preguntas
sobre la identificacion, evaluacion, y colocacion
de nifios en el programa de Seccion 504, favor
de ponerse en contacto con la Coordinadora de
504 del Distrito Escolar Independiente de San
Elizario. April Marioni, al numero 872-3926, o por
correo a la siguiente direccion: P.O. Box 820, San
Elizario, Texas 79849.

WTCL: §7-11-24

City, Texas 79928.
WICC: 07-11-24
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THE MEETING 1D Vinion Village Mall,
257 002 3141 AND 436 E. Vintan Rd
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THE  MEETING
WILL START AT 1) A roquest for 2
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Viiage & Laura EM Mondy
Administrator - Survey  Noo 233,
Abstract No.
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¥nown a8 5000

WTCL 071124

LEGAL Lovena Rd. and
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Acminstrates stihe NUMBER. +1 348
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that wish to attend  THE MEETING 1O
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for agsistance.  (#). THE MEETING
tndviduats who WILL OPEN AT
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at least two days  START JOINING
before the me: THE MEETING
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be made,

Andros N Carritly
Veliage
Adimisistialos

MEETINGWILLEE
HELDINPERSON,
BUT THE PUBLIC
CAN ACCESS WICC 073124
THE MEETING

Clint Independent School District
Public Notification
of Nondiscrimination

It is the policy of Clint ISD not to discriminate on
the basis of race, color, refigion, sex, gender,
national origin, disability, age, or any other basis
prohibited by Title Vi of the Civil Rights Act of
1964, as amended; Title IX of the Education
Amendments of 1872; and Section 504 of the
Rehabilitation Act of 1973, as amended.

For information aboul your rights or grievance
procedures, contactthe districtis Title IX Coordinator
Rene Chavez at 14521 Horizon Boulevard, El
Paso, Texas, 79928, 915-826-4000 and/or Section
504 Coordinator, Radrigo Hernandez, Assistant
Director Special Education, at 14521 Horizon
Boulevard, Bl Paso, Texas, 79928, 915-926-4031.

Notificacion Publica de
Practicas No-Descriminatorias

El Distrito Escolar de Clint no discimina por
razones de raza, religion, color, origen nacional,
sexo, género, edad, discapacidad, o cualguier
otra base de acuerdo con el Titulo VI del Acla de
Derechos Civiles de 1964, y enmienda; Titulo IX de
las Enmiendas Educativas de 1872, y la Seccion
504 del Acla de Rehabilitacion de 1873, enmignda.

Para informacion sobre sus derechos o
procedimientos para quefas, comuniquese con el
Coordinadordel Titulo 1X, Rene Chavez, en 14521
Harizon Boulevard, El Paso, Texas, 79928, 915-
9264000 y/o el Coordinador de la Seccion 504,
Rodrigo Hernandez, Subdirector/a de Educacion
Especial, en 14521 Horizon Boulevard, El Paso,
Texss, 79928, 915-926-4031.

VTG H7-10.24
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An amazing thing happening in MLB - and nobody knows

By Steve Escajeda
Special 1o the Courier

Many voung sports fans know that
when it comes to populatity, there
is no sport that rivals football m this
COuRLTY.

[ guess iU's safe 1o safe that the NBA
s a distant second 1o the National
Football League.

What young people may not know is
that at one time i this country. boxing.,
horseracing and even  professional
wrestling were more popular than pro
toathall — way more popular.

And at one time, the king of

professional  sports,  our  national
pastime, wits professional baseball.
Yes. that spart that numy young fans

today compare 1o the excitement of
waiching grass grow, was the king of

athletic comperition.

Guys like Babe Ruth and Willie Mays
and Mickey Mantle and Joe DiMaggto
and Ty Cobb and Bob Gibson and Ted
Wilhams and Stan Musial and Bob
Feller and Hank Aaron and on and on,
were the names everybody knew.

Even it the 19705 govs hike Pete
Rose and Reggie Jackson and Carl
Yastrzemski and Johnny Beneh and
Lo Brock and Witlie Stargell and
Tom Seaver were houschold names

But Major League Basehall started
to go downhitl in popularity soon afier
that and 1t's never recovered. And to
hanest, it's not hard to see why.

While other sports were adjusting to
the changing technology of the thmes,
baseball decided to rematn 1 dinosaur.
And we all know what happened o
them,

Foothall and basketball and cwven
hockey  included  the  technological
advancements wmto their game and
made 1t fun for the young fans who
were into this new insttn-gratification
video-game world

The old folks may not like 1t that
much, but the old and being stowly

nhenang the TV and  streaming
raungs numbers.

But tike your grandpa, that keeps
complaiming that there is nothing like
the old days, or vour grandma that sull
calls vou to help her work the VHS
machine she's still rocking, baseball
refused o embrace the quicker-paced
twenty-first century,

Now don't get me wron
made some changes in the last couple
vears by addmg a prich clock to speed
up pames, they've limied timeouts
and times pitchers can throw Lo first
base, but they still do one thing worse
than all the other leagues - they don’t
know how o market their players.

Of the names 1 mentioned carlier,
even voung people can say, “lve
heard of that guy ™

OFf the casual fans out there, how
many MLB plavers can you mention
off the top of your head right now?
That's what | thought.

But evervbody can mention at feast
these two, Aaron Judge und Shobet
Ohtani.

The Yankees' Aaron Judge set the
American  League record with 62
home runs just twer years ago and was
named the MVP.

Ottani, now wiih the LA, Dodgurs.
hats won two of the last three American
League MVPs and 5 a wp-notch
starting pitcher as well.

{hey are undoubtably, the two most
marketable plavers in the game.

And at the moment, they are in a
monumental battle to see which will
be named MVP this vear. Bt MLB
has done a horrible job ol putiing out
the message

Even Caitlin Clark and the WNBA
is starting (0 get mrore recognition thitt
these two pro baseball plavers

Here is how each player ranks m the
American League as of last Sunday,
scoring runs: Ind Ohtani (72), 4th

Judge {70y hits Hth Obtam (108,
b Judge (100) bating average:
4th Ohtam (3163, oth Judge (3121
doubles: Sth Judge (23), 10th Ohtani
(223 Homeruns: Ist Judge (324, 2nd
Ohtani (28): runs batted i st Judge

(83), 5th Ohtani (63); tofal bases: 1st
Judge (221), 2od Ohbtani (2200 on

buse-slugging: Ist Judge (1.118). 2nd
Ohtan (1.045).

Then throw in the fact that they
play in the two biggest markets i the
country, New York and Los Angeles,

These two  plavers  should  be
highhghted every single night, but
MLB seems (o be trving its best to
keep this spectacatar rivalry a secret.

This could be Bird-Magic, Ab-
Frazier, Ohio Sute-Michigan, Hulk
Hogan-Andre the Giant, Coke-Pepsi,
but it's barely a blip on the radar.

Pro baschall will soon fali behind
the WNBA and soccer. . and iUs thetr
awn fault.

Senior I'nOment By Matilda Charies

Beware the pepper

Oh my goodness. There's an electric stove that turns
tself on, with the heating elements spontancously getung
hot! Or the temperature changes all by itself?

Andthere s a garden tillerthat, due to s faulty instruction
manual, cun come apart with the tines posing a laceration
hazard when the machine is used

And there is a vinegar cleaning solution that's se caustic
there is a risk of cheniical burns in consumers.

These warnings come courtesy of the Comsumer Product
Safety Commission (www.cpse.govaecatls).

[n the case of the stove, the manufaciurer 1s stepping up
with a free tnspection and repair,

The manufucturer of the uller is sending oul new
assembly mstructions,

The remedy for the caustic vinegar cleaning solution,
however, s fess than satisfactory. The response is to stop
using 1 and send away for a new waming fabel o paste
on the bottle.

Other recent recalls on the CPSC website wclude
detective crib bumpers that can obstruct breathing. a pool
drain cover that can entrap swimmers. a smoke and carbon

phased out, the young funs are
CABINETMAKING  cofctuely

7 UR Havy pelly
oftsrs

SER

St and aves

Pamum of Feed

=

Decceatvnanest M0 Flgid g

N
i

fegic g

A5 Pugan | {oeashy
47 bughies ranking
42 Bag

A

i fRten 853 ey

monoxide detector that doesn't work, Kids” pajamas that
are a burn hazard and eyelid wipes for dogs that are {ull
of bacteria,

So many defective products! And without product
safety alerts we might pever know, untt! someone we
know gets hurt,

A few hints:

+ Betore vou buy a product. check online for any safety
alerts.

+ Save your receipts when vou buy products, especially
those that are complicated cnough to come with a user
manual. Tape the receipt mside the front cover of the
manual or keep o folder of receipts for products you
purchase

« o stay safe. sign up for product recall aferts. Besides
the CPSC website, check wwworeealls gov for an even
wider selection of produet types and, foodsafety.gov for
food alents. Right now they have a salmonella alert for
black pepper.

Blck pepper? Who would have suspected something
was wrong with pepper.

©2024 King Features Syne., fne,

Super Crossword
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OUT ON A LIMB By Gary Kopervas
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AMBER WAVES 8y Dave 1. Phipps

IO, SUMMER 1S HERE,
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Spills

From Puge 3

inspected before being dumped into its
sewer system to ensure it is gray water, The
wastewater then goes to it it stations,
where it is treated then sent through its
sewer pipes to EP Waler’s Bustamante
wastewater treatment plant.

[t the meantime, o address Bovee Road
residents’ concerns about the sewage
seepage that keeps ovcwring behind
their homes, Grijalva said that they will
monitor the lift stations 24 hours a day
and wark to do a better job of securing
the manholes behind Bovee Road.

Montelongo and  the Trujillo’s  are
not convinced that this will alleviate
the sickening sitwation. “They have
o stop allowing the septic haulers 1o

use LVWD's sewer system for thetr
wastewater  dumping,”  Montclongo

demanded. Chris  wants 1o ktiow who
authorized this “sham™
weren't Socorro residents told about this
deal in the first place”” he guestioned.

of a deal. “Why &

- . ) %

MAKE SHIFT ~ This LVWD manhole tocated behind
Bovee Road is secured simply with a barrel lid and
rocks placed on top of it

Meds usually safe
after expiration date

DEAR DR, ROACH: I recently tested positive Jor COVID
using an expired home test, and 1 self-isolated for five
duys. | also realized every

Telenol, antihistamine, to
DavQuil.  NyQuil  and

allergy pilt that 1 had was YOuI
past its expivation  dare, ; gOOd
Some were only expived . ¥ WACTE N
by a few months, but most : ;3’ l lEalth

were expired hy hwo to four
vears, 1 guess T dont get
sick often. My question is:
Bufore 1 dispose of these,
hove effective are they, and
are any of them dangerous to use?

Dr. Keith
Roach

-K.L

Drug muanufacturers are required to make expiration
dates, and they guarantee that the drugs are what they
say they are and are eftective until a certain date tat least
it they are properly stoved in a cool and dark area). This
does not necessarily mean that they become inetfective or
dangerous after expiring, and muny drugs have been provea
1o maintain efficacy for years or derades after the printed
expiration date.

A military study found that 90% of drugs are still effective
15 years alter expiration. 1t is rare for o drug © become
dangerous; however, the tetracyeline class of anubm!m is
ot where toxicity hda been found.

In general, il o drug is a few months 1o 2 year past its
expiration date, itis probably OK. (L. iquid drugs, nitroglycerin
and insulin are notuble exceptions.) But at some point, you
have to ask youwrself whether it is worth the small rigk of
the medicine being less effective, especially for inexpensive
over-the-coammter (OTC)Y drugs.

Also, COVID test kits may have an extended expiration
date. The Food and Drug Administration niintains a Hsl at
tinyurl.com:COVIDTestKitExpire.

DEAR DR ROACH: Car yons comment on N-geetel cystebie
(NAC), an OTC supplement 14» psychiamric ilness? T am
Interested in ity sufety and effectiveness and whether there
any side effects or cautions w e fiking it Also, what is the
safe daily dusage, and how louy does it take for henefis 1o
occur? ~ LB,

NAC has been inravenously used for many years in
medicine as a specific antidote o scetaminophen Loxicity.
It is also used via inhalation to thin out tiick mucus so that
il can be coughed out. As you say. several feeent studies
have luoked at its effectiveness with a variety of mental
health issues, including depression. obsessive-compulsive
disorder, and cannabis use disorder. Although there is u risk
of a severe allergic response when used intravenously. it is
generally safe v.hv.n used oratly. Some studies have looked
at the effectiveness of NAC by itself, while others looked
o see whether NAC can improve outcomes in combination
with the standard reatnents.

Although the literature is mixed, Tsay that there is promise
with this treatment. When 1 oreconumend ity it is most
commonty with paticats who do not want Lo use the standard
treatments or whe want the lowest possible dosage, The dose
used in most studics is 1-3 grams daily.

o one well-done study that Jooked at adults with major
depression, the group whp combined NAC with the
standard treatment showed superiovity over those who
received the standard treatment atone. The difference was
seen alter 20 weeks of wreatment. Not all studies showed
a benefit.

I want to cmphasize that an OTC supplement, no matter
fiow promising, is noti substitute for medical care, espectally
psychiatric care. I you have o mental health issue, ask your
mental health provider about NAC,

D Raach regrets thet he is unable o answer individual
guestions, hut will incorporate them in the colienn
whenever  possible. Readers may email  questions 1o
ToYanrGoodHealthithmed.cornell.edu, 02024 North
America Svad.. Inc. AN Rights Reserved.

- WWw.wixcc.com -




West Texas County Courter

Juby 11, 2024

Moore Texas by Roger Moo

July 12, 1912 Kacherine Stimson gets her pilot's license. In spire
of being an accomplished and famous pilor. she i rejecied by the
military because of her gendecin WWIL
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Benefits and health
are for female vets

by Freddy Grm»s

The VA health care signed
up over 331000 female
veterans in the past year. the
higgest enrollment increase
ever for women. But ws
not just the VA chasing
the numbers... the VA has
the services and  facilities
o provide the care tfemale
veterans need.

Among  other
female  veterans under
age 40 who had toxin
expostire have  access 1o
breast  cancer  screenings
and mammograms. (Breast
cancer I8 presumptive
under the PACT Act) In
addition, screenings can be
scheduled for colon, lung,
skin and cervical cancers.

Greneral health sereenings
can include blood pressure,
diabetes,  osleoporosis, as
well as the whole amay of
standard Imunizations
such as flu, tetanus, Covid
and more,

things.

Reproductive and maternity
care services arealsoavailable,
with maternity  care  being
handled by a coordinator who
offers suppon for care within
and outside of VA health care.

Female veterans also have
a spectal call center, Cull
[-833-VA-WOMEN  (1-855-
829-6636) Monday  through
Fraday, 8 aun. to 10 p.m, and
Saturday. 8 am. w0 630 pm
There 1s also an online chat,

The call center can point
vou in the right direction
for a wide  wvarwety of

Manager. Every VA medical
facility has one

For a tong fist of the
services  avatlable  for
female veterans, 20 10 www
womenshealth va govs
WOMENSHEALTH:
overview.asp

I you're a female veteran
whu hasn't connected with
the VA, either for health
care or benefits, consider
contacung the call center
or the WVP manager at the
closest fuctiny and getting
strted,

CoI24 King
Featwres Svad. fne.

i

questions: enrolling
VA health care, what care
options are avalable near
you, ehgitwhity, disabality
ratings, henefits including
education and home loans,
and more.

Their help extends to
reporting harassment at VA,
complaints  about wedical
staft at VAL infertidiy
services and help for mihitary
sexual truttma.

If vou don’t know where
to start, begin with the call
center. Or call your closest
facility and ask for the
Women Veterans Program

GO FIGURE!

The iden of Go Figurm 15 1o
arrive at the figures given at the
bottom ang right-hand columns
of the giagram oy following the
anthmetic signs i the order
thoy are given (that is, from loft
to right and top to bottarn), Use
coly the numbers below the
diggram to complete its Glank
squares and use each of the
aine numbers only once
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+ Mybesttip for the beach? A
laundry basket and a bungee
card. | put my cooler, bags
and sand toys in the basket
and pull it along the sand
using the bungee Ut has
worked for me many times
- and it's so convenient to
keep things corralied in!
Here's more tips on beach
vacationing. — JoAnn

» Must-haves at the beach:
Zipper-top bags for trash and
clothespins to clip a napkin
down so it won't blow away!

« ‘Freeze botties of water
{1ake out a sip of two 1o allow
the ice to expand) and juice
boxes or pouthes before
you head cut to the beach
{or anytime you're taking
a cooler). They will act as
e packs to keep food and
snacks cool, and double as
refreshing beverages along
the way!” — AA.in Flonda

+ "Myevyesight startediofalter
a few years ago. and | had
found that my glasses stippad
and were uncomfortable
during seaside trips. | dearly
love to read, and have since
discovered  audiobaoks, or
hooks on tape. | downicad
them 1o a digital muste player
and can listen all day if | like.
1 also allows me to people-
watch and even doze offf |
am almost 80. so | can do
that i | feel tike it!" - RA in
Connecticut

= " bring & thin nylon bag
to the beach in case | go
shopping or collect shells.
etc. 1t folds and zips down
i reailly small, so il lakes up
ro room, but has come in
handy most times that i've
gone to the shore.” - T.T. in
New York

Serwt your 55 1o Now Hees a
Tp. 628 Virgma Dave, O
FL 32803 #2024 King Fe
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TCEQ Registration Form
January 16, 2024

Lower Valley Water District
Proposed Water Quality Permit Number

WQ0016296001
PLEASE PRINT
Name: ;ﬁm Yinchez
Mailing Address: _£O D0 (4 5 [
Physical Address (if different):
City/State: "E« htnG zip: _ 1983%

Emait: Mot #Hrav0 @gmaul um /-f"a bens4GKe CRIgeRama ol oy

**E-mail addresses are subject to public disclosure under the Texas Public Information Act**

Phone Number: ( (( ]S ) 39 4 L’i D l()

e Are you here today representing a municipality, legislator, agency, or group? /@”Yes LI No

If yes, which one? D L’)f S

0 Please add me to the mailing list.

o

ﬁi I wish to provide formal ORAL COMMENTS at tonight’s public hearing.

)Z( I wish to provide formal WRITTEN COMMENTS at tonight’s public hearing.

(Written comments may be submitted at any time during the hearing)

Please give this form to the person at the information table. Thank you.



Ana Sanchez submitted a USB drive containing
petitions and resolutions at the January 16, 2024,
Public Meeting.

To view the petitions and resolutions submitted:
Please contact the

Office of the Chief Clerk at:
(512) 239-3300 or chiefclk@tceq.texas.gov

or

Please visit the
Office of the Chief Clerk at:
12100 Park 35 Circle,
Building F, Suite 1101
Austin, Texas 78753



Is3

PUC DOCKET NO. 49367
SOAH DOCKET NO. 473-19-5831,.WS

PETITION BY OUT OF DISTRICT § PUBLIC UTILITY COMMISSION
RATEPAYERS APPEALING THE §
WATER RATES ESTABLISHED BY § OF TEXAS
THE EL PASO WATER CONTROL §
§

AND IMPROVEMENT DISTRICT NO. 4

SETTLEMENT AGREEMENT

This document memorializes the settlement between the Mesa del Norte Ratepayers

(“Ratepayers”) and the El Paso County Water Control and Improvement District No. 4 (“District”)

of an appeal of out-of-district rates charged by the District. The parties agree that they have

voluntarily come to this agreement and that this document and the attached Exhibit A contains all

agreed-to terms, '

1.

Effective January 1, 2020, the rate differential between Ratepayers and in-district

customers (“rate differential™) will be 1.4,

2. This rate differential of 1.4 will remain in effect for four years from January 1, 2020, or

until the date the Ratepayers are fully served with water and wastewater by Lower Valley
Water District, whichever is earlier.
No rate increases for Ratepayers will be made based on the 2015 Willdan rate study,

including any annual 5% rate increase.

4. By January 1, 2020, the District will provide a $160 credit to each of the Ratepayers’

accounts,
Contemporaneously with the execution of this Agreement, the District will execute an
addendum to the November 2019 Interlocal Agreement between the District and the Lower

Valley Water District with the language attached to this document as Exhibit A. The

Page 1of4
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Addendum to the Interlocal Agreement will be executed by the District by November 28,
2019, The parties understand that this Addendum will be subject to agrcement by the
Lower Valley Water District.

6. Ratepayers will withdraw their petition within five days of the full execution of both this

Agreement and the Addendum to Interlocal Agreement,

[THIS SPACE INTENTIONALLY LEFT BLANK — SIGNATURES ON FOLLOWING PAGES]
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Date:‘{
Elsa Rivera for MDN Ratepayers !

GrahdeLagl Aid

Counsel for’ﬂ;lDN Residents

Page 3of4
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Dated: . A iﬁ?//»@

President Board of Directors
El Paso County Water Control & Improvement District No, 4

A ,sla P AV Lo -~ A"‘_ ”
Th Ime, Qll m. =
Secretary Foard-or Diveciors

El Paso County Water Control & Improvement District No. 4

Approved agsto F orm;

Andrew S, “Dre * Miller
General Counsel
El Paso County Water Control & Improvement District No. 4

Pagedof 4
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THE STATE OF TEXAS ADDENDUM TO INTERLOCAL AGREEMENT BETWEEN
THE LOWER VALLEY WATER DISTRICT AND THE EL
COUNTY OF EL PASO PASQO COUNTY WATER CONTROL AND

PROVISION OF WATER AND WASTEWATER SERVICES

§
;
§ IMPROVEMENT DISTRICT NO, 4 RELATING TO THE
§
§ TO THE MESA DEL NORTE SUBDIVISION

§

This addendum to the November 2019 Interlocal Agreement (“Agreement™) is entered into
by and between the Lower Valley Water District (“LYWD)and the El Paso County Water Control
and Improvement District No. 4 (the “Fabens District™).

WHEREAS LVWD and the Fabens District agreed to a November 2019 Interlocal
Agreement in which LVWD agreed to pay $50 multiplied by the number of active water
connections within the Mesa del Norte subdivision per month to Fabens in exchange for Fabens
posting a $50 credit to each of those active acconnts pursuant to the terms of the Agreement; and

WHEREAS the residents of Mesa del Norte subdivision (MDN Residents) pay taxes to
LVWD and out-of-district rates for water and wastewater to Fabens District which are higher than
in-district ratesand have been higher since 2011,

NOW, THEREFORE, in consideration of the mutual promises contained herein, and for
other good and valuable consideration, and intending to be bound hereby, LVWD and the Fabens
District agree as follows:

1.1 MDN Residents shall continue to pay out-of-district rates to the Fabens District for
the delivery of water and wastewatcr, until such time as LVWD can assume service,

1.2 MDN Residents shall continuc to pay taxes to LVWD during the time that the
Fabens District provides water and wastewater services to MDN Residents.

1.3 MDN Residents stifill have the legal right to receive a monthly credit to their water
utility bills as described in Sections 2.1-2.4 of the Agreement. Sections 3.7 and 3.8 of the
Agreement do not bar the MDN Residents’ lepal right to bring an enforcement action to receive
these €redifs,

1.4 MDN Residents shall have the legal right to demand that LVWD pay all amounts
. due to Fabens District as'deseribed in Section 1.2;of the Agreement. Sections 3,7 and 3.8 of the
Agreéeifient do not bar the MDN Residents’ legal right to bring an enforcement action to demand

=3

that‘Jf%:YWD.?pay the payments due to Fabens District.
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AGREED TO AS FOLLOWS:
LOWER YALLEY WATER DISTRICT

By: . Dated: _

" Rosalinda Vigil
President, Board of Directors
Lower Valley Water District

Attest: _
Henry Trujillo
Secretary, Board of Directors
Lower Valley Water District

Approved as to Form:

Steven J, Blanco
General Counsel
Lower Valley Water District

e A R,
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EL PASO COUNTY WATER CONTROL & IMPROVEMENT DISTRICT NO. 4

Dated: A /g //? |

N

Magda . Elores
President, Board of Directors
El Paso County Water Conttgl & Improvement District No, 4

Atfests, ™

Secretary, Boiidie kB

El Paso County Water : Improvement District No. 4

APPROVED AS TO FORM:

ANDREW S. “DREW" MILLER >
GENERAL COUNSEL
EL PASO COUNTY WATER CONTROL & IMPROVEMENT DISTRICT NO. 4

14988.00100/DMIL/MISC/702077v.2
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L ELPASo County WATER CONTROL & lmamm DISTRICT NO. 4

P.O.BOX 3880 & 117E. MAINST. FABENS, TX 79838-3880
(915) 764-2212 FAX (913) 764-4840

BOARD OF DIRECTORS REGULAR MEETING
Tuesday, October 22, 2019 at 6:00 P.M.
BOARD ROOM @ 117 EAST MAIN ST., IN FABENS, TEXAS

. . N U A . i
The B Paso County W.C.LD. #4 will convene as posted to consider and/or tike action on the following agenda ftems tems do nat
have 1o be taken in the same order as shown on this mecting notice.)

AGENDA

. Call meeting to vrder,

Roll Call and Determination of Quorum.

Pledge of Allegiance.

. Take up, consider and ake action on meeting agenda.

. Take up, consider and take action on Regular Meeting Minutes for September 24, 2019.

6. Audience comments on Agenda items: 3-minute speaking time lmit per agenda iem,
7. Audience comments: J-minute speaking time limit per person.

8. Presentation and discussion by Mr. Hernandez with the United States Census, )
9. Take up, consider and take action to have Bixler & Company L.L.P. conduct the District’s 2019 Financial Audit
10. Take up, consider and take action on annual Simplified Employece Pension (SEP) matching percent for year 2020,

11, Take up, consider and tuke action to purchuse property,
[2. Take up, cunsider and take action to Remodel Office.

~#3. Take up, consider and take action to amend Palicy for Public Comments on Agenda Items. '

14, Take up, consider and take action regarding a possible interlocal agreement between the District and the Lower ‘Vaucv\

~Water District (LYWD) regarding payments to he made by LYWD to the District with respect to the accounts of Mesa det

Norte customers.” .

15, Tuke up, consider and take action regarding the following matter: Petition by Qut of District Ratepayers Appealing the
Water Rates Established by the El Paso County Water Control and Improvement District No. 4, PUC Docket Nu. 49367,
SOAH Docket No, 479 19 5831 WS,

16, Kemp Smith Update.

17. CDM Smith Update.

18. General Manager Report.

19. Executive Session. )

Meeting to be closed under the following Texas Government Code of the Open Meetings Act for discussion as follows:

A, Attorney Consultation Code 551071
B. Real Property Code 351.072
€. Personnel Matters Code 331,074

Any final action as a result of this closed discussion will be held at the opening of the mecting ov atany subscquent

mecting.

20. Return to open session for possible discussion and action on exceutive session item(s),

21, Board member availability for the November 26, 2019 Regular Mecting,

22. Adjourn.

H b L B e

I, the undersigned suthoring, hereby certify that the above Notice of Meeting of the Board of Dircciars ot the B Paso County Water Lontrol &
Improvement District No 4 is a correct copy of the Notice and that | posted the Netice at the Fabens Post Office and wf the Disinet Otlice Bubichn
Boand tocated at 117 £ Main Strecl, Fabens. Texas T9838. and provided a notice Lo the Bl Pase County Clerk for posting s secardancs with the
Tuxus Open Mectings Act as required by L, } ] )

In this Notice of Open Meering, the posting of an agenda item as o matier  be discussed in open session 13 not intended o Hmit or require

| ce ol Open Meegting, (he posing ol an agenda e as o m { t X
discussion of that matter i open session if {tis otherwise approprite to discuss the matter in eageuiive session. I during the diseussion erany
i permitted by fuw, adjourn into eecutive

agenda ftem. a matter 15 raised that is apprenriate fur discussion in exccutive sesswon the Board muy
session to deliberate on the matter.

1he posting of an agendu e as & matier of faw 1o be discussed in excoutive
executive session The Board muy discuss in open session any matter fur which
for exectitive session. In no event however, will the bourd ke action on s

ended w Hmit o require discussion of that mater in

SCSSLON 1s 0L i
patice hat been given i this Notice of Open Meeting, including an

agenda fem in executive session.

arendia tom posie
.

e
tty Water Control & Improvement District #4

ager
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E1.PAso County WATER CONTROL & IMPROVEMENT DisTRICT No. 4

Pried
[
P.0. BOX 3880 & 117 E. MAIN ST. ) FABENS, TX 79838-3880
(915) 764-2212 é FAX (915) 764-4840 &
Regular Meeting
Qctober 22, 2019
6. dien ende Hems: 3-minnte spenking time limit per apenda item.
No eudience comments,
7. Audience comments: 3-minute speaking time limit per person,
No audience comments,
8. Pr tion and discussion by Mr. Hernandez with the United Stat us
Discussion: Mr. Hernandez was not present.
9. Take up, consider and take action to have Bixler & Company 1.L.P. conduct the District’s 2019

10.

Fin dit.
Discussion: Mr. Ramirez is requésting the Bodids approval to contract Bixler & Company L.L.P. to
conduct the District’s 2019 Financial Audit. Mr. Ramirez notified the Board that Bixler & Company’s
specialty is water and wastewater.
Motien made by Mr. Martinez to approve to contract Bixler & Company L.L.P. to conduct the District’s
2019 Financial Audit.
Seconded by Ms, Olivas.
Vote: Ave Nay Abstain Other
t Ms. M. Flores

X
Ms. J. Gutierrez
x Ms. T. Quiflonez X
* Mr. . Martinez X
. . Ms. Laura Olivas X
Motion: Passed

Take up. consider and take action on annual Simplified Employes Pension (SEP) matching percent
for vear 2020,

Discussion: Mr. Ramirez stated the Simplified Employee Pension (SEP) has been 5% for the past years,
He recommended keeping the same percentage for the year 2020.

Motion made by Mr. Martinez to maintain the Simplified Employee Pension at 5% percent for the year
2020.

Seconded by Ms, Olivas,

Vote: Ave Nay Abstain Other

Ms, M. Flores X N

Ms. J. Gutierrez

Ms. T. Quifionez X

Mr, 1. Martinez X

Ms, Laura Olivas X

Motion: Passed
Page 2 of 5
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EL P430 County WATER CONTROL & IMPROVEMENT DISTRICT N0, 4
P.0. BOX 3880 117 E. MAINST. 5 FABENS, TX 79838-3880
(915) 764-2212 FAX (915) Ta4-4840 &

E

eyular Meeting
Qctober 22, 2619

Take up, consider and take action regarding a possible interlocal asreement between the Distriel and
the Lower Valley Water District (LVWD) regarding payvments to be made by LVWD to the Distriet

" with respeet to the accounts of Mesa del Norte cusiomers.

Biscussion: This item was discussed in Executive Session under Attarney Consultation Code S31.07)
Motion made by Mr. Martinez to authorize Board President w enter into an interlocal agreement with the
Lower Valley Water District as presented by the District’s General Counsel and attached 1o the minutes or
one that 15 substantially similar and which is, in the Judgement of the Board President in consuliztion with
the DistricCs General Manager and its General Couns.! in the hest interest of the District.

Seconded by Ms. Quitonez.

Vote: Nay Abstain Other

—————

Ms. M. Flores

Ms. T. Quinonez X
Mr. L Martinee X ) o
Ms. Laura Olivas X )

Motion: Passed

Take up, consider and take action regarding the follgwing matter: Petition by Out of District
Ratepavers Appealing the Water Rates Establiched by the FI Paso County Water Control and
Improvement District No.4, PUC Docket No. 49367. SOAH Docket No, 479 19 S831 WS,
Discussion: This item was discussed in Executive Session under Anorney Consuhation Code 351071,
Mr. Drew Miller provided an update regarding the November 12, 2019 Mediation Hearing.

No action requived for this item.

Kemp Smith Update.

Discussion: This item was discussed in Exccutive Session under Aterpey Consultation Code 3314071
Refer tostem #14 and #1353

No action required for this item.

7. CDM Smith Update.

Biseussion:

*  Mr Juarez provided an update on the RO Project. Mr. John Perkins from USDA RD did nat
accept the final walk through. One of the valves ol the RO is not functioning correctdy. He wijl
return once the RO is working properly.

¢ Mr Juaresis sull pending quotes for Cypress Well #6. He will present them at the next board
meeting.

No action required for this item.

. General Manager Report,

Biscussion:
*  The collection rate for September 2019 was 997 with 32 cw-ofts and 12 remain unpaid,
*  Mr Ramirez would like w0 go paperless with the board meeting packages. He would like 1o
issue L-pads o alf Board Members.
o The District will be working on the 2020 Budget und My, Ramires would like 1o have the Board
Members involved in the budget training.

EL PASD COLINTY WIS #4115 AN EQUAL DPEORTUNITY PSOVIDER AND EMIPLOYER




Agenda item #14:

Rationale- Lower Valley Water District Is asking for Our Board to approve a interlocal agreement
between both Districts regarding payments they want to make to each Mesa Del Norte customer. (To be
discussed under Executive session with Mr, Drew Miller). .

) Reuigtect -,

Attached is the sample interlocal agreement. 2 #Ay. M \ley™ wiscu Sseol Pro paS,éc"(
—oTeER Lo | 'P'grun\a ﬂ;&— .

AJD Wedisdton bk WLl

FCUCs e ) #1214 ‘

Judae Hencireon = <o |
?chc[ﬁés \

—-




INTERLOCAL AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE
LOWER VALLEY WATER DISTRICT AND THE EL
PASO COUNTY WATER CONTROL AND
IMPROVEMENT DISTRICT NO. 4 RELATING TO
THE PROVISION OF WATER AND WASTEWATER
SERVICES TO THE MESA DEL NORTE
SUBDIVISION

THE STATE OF TEXAS
COUNTY OF EL PASO

S0 Y A3 G D S U

-This Interlocal Agreement (“Agreement™) is entered into by and between the Lower Vallev

Water District (“LVWD") and the El Paso Countv Water Control and Imgmvement District
No. 4 (the “Fabens District™).

WHEREAS, the Interlacal Cooperation Act, Section 791.001, ef seq., of the Texas
Government Code, allows local governments to increase their efficiency and effectiveness by
authorizing them to contract with one another to perform governmental fanctions and services;

WHEREAS, LVWD. and the Fabens District, local governments as defined in the
Interlocal Cooperation Act, have the authority to entei this Agreernent, and have each entered into
this Agreement by the action of their respective governing bodies in the appropriate manner
prescribed by law;

WHEREAS, both LVWD (a municipal utility district of the State of Texas created under
Article XVI, § 59, of the Texas Constitution, and exercising the rights, powers, privileges, and
functions set forth in its enabling statutes, as well as. the rights, powers, privileges, and functions
of such districts.as set forth in Chapters 49 and 54, Texas Water Code), and the Fabens District (a
water control and improvement district of the State of Texas created under Article XVI, § 59, of
the Texas Constitution, and exercising the rights, powers, privileges, and functions set forth in its
enabling statutes, as well as the rights, powers, privileges and functions of such districts as set
forth in Chapter 49 and 51, Texas Water Code), are authorized to operate, manage and maintain
water and wastewater infrastructure, and provide water and wastewater services, inside and outside
of their respective boundaries;

WHEREAS, under Chapter 49, Texas Water Code, a district is authorized to establish,
maintain, revise, charge and collect rates, fees, and other charges for services and facilities that
provide service to areas outside the district that may be higher than those charged for comparable
service to users within the district.

WHEREAS, the Mesa del Norte subdivision is located within the boundaries of LVWD,
and outside of the boundaries of the Fabens District;

WHEREAS, the Fabens District currently provides water and wastewater services to
residents within the Mesa del Norte Subdivision, and charges those residents out-of-district rates
and fees for those services;




WHEREAS, LVWD is currently unable w provide wastewater services to the residents
within the Mesa del Norte Subdivision:

WHEREAS. the Fabens District intends to transfer ownership of the water and sewer lines
in the Mesa del Norte subdivision to LVWD. as well as the responsibility for operation and
maintenance of those lines and the providing of water and wastewater services 1o the Mesa del
Norte residents when VWD is prepared to provide both water and wastewater services: and

WHEREAS. the purpose of this Agreement is to increase the efficiency and effectiveness
ol focal governments and enable the residents of the Mesa del Norte Subdivision 1o pay less for
water and wastewater services.

NOW, THEREFORE, in consideration of the mutual promises contained herein, and for
other good and valuable consideration. and intending to be bound hereby, LVWD and the Fabens
District agree as follows:

1.0 Obligations, Rights and Duties of LVWD

I By no later than five working days following the effective date of this agreement.
LVWD shall pay an mitial payment of $47.400 o the Fabens District (which is $50 multiplied by
the number of active water connections within the MdN subdivision as of' the effective date of this
agreement, multiplied by five [for the months of June. July. August. September. and October]).!

1.2 By no later than the November 5. 2019, and therealter by no later than the Sth of
the month in each month following November 2019, and tor as long as this agreement is in effect.
EVWD shall pay @ monthly payment to the Fabens District which shall be $50 multiplied by the
number of active connections within the MdN subdivision.

1.3 It the Fabens District fails 1o notify I VWD of the number of active connections in
any given month pursuant to Paragraph 2.2 of this agreement. LVWD shall presume that the
number of active connections for that month is the number that was used for the prior month.

Phoere e currently 192 active water comnections within the Mesa del Norte subdocisions. Fhie amount of the initad
parement hus been reduced from SEE006 (S30 1 192 1 510 47400 10 account for several custormiers whe have had
A active waler connection for aperiod that was shorter than the immediateh precedinge Hve months




2.0  Obligations, Rights and Duties of the Fabens District

2.1  Within five working days of the receipt of the initial payment made under section
1.1 of this-agreement, the Fabens District shall post a $250 credit to each active account for
residents of the MdN subdivision. For any account that has not been active for the immediately
previous five months, the payment to that account will be reduced by $50 times the number of
months that that account has not been active during the immediately previous five months.

2.2 On the first working day of each month during the time that this agreement is in
effect, the Fabens District shall provide notification to LVWD asto the number of currently active
water connections in the Mesa del Norte subdivision. If the Fabens District does not provide
notification underthis provision in.any given month, LVWD is.to assume that the number of active
water connections in the Mesa del Norte subdivision has not changed from the previous month.

23 Exceptas set forth in Paragraph 2.4 of this agreement, within five working days of
the receipt of any monthly payment made by LVWD under section 1.2 of this agreement, the
Fabens District shall post a $50 credit to each active accoant for residents of the MdN subdivision.

24  Ifany payment received by-the Fabens District pursuant to Paragraph 1.1 or 1.2 of
this agreement is insufficient to cover the credits 10: accounts required to be made by the Fabens
District under Paragraphs 2.1 and 2.3 of this agreement, the Fabens District shall reduce the amount
credited to each customer proportionally so asito provide equal credits to.all active- Mesa del Norte
customers. [f no initial payment is received by the Fabens District pursuant to Paragraph 1.1, orif
no monthly payment is received by the Fabens District pursuant to Paragraph 1.2 of this agreement
for-any given month, the Fabens District shall not credit the account of any MdN customers in that
month.

2.5  To the extent there is any surplus remaining after credits have been made to MdN
customers under Paragraphs 2.1 and 2.3 of this agreement, the Fabens District shall return that
surplus to LVWD by payment to be made by no later than the 25th of the month in which the
surplus accrues.,

3.0 General Provisions

3.1  Effective Date and Term: This Agreement shall become effective upon the date of
execution by the last of the Parties and terminates when the Fabens District transfers ownership of
the water and sewer lines in the Mesa del Norte subdivision and the responsibility for operation
and maintenance of those lines and the providing of water and wastewater services to the Mesa del
Norte residents to LVWD. This agreement may be terminated prior to that occurence only upon
mutual agreement of the Parties set forth in writing,

3.2 Payment: Any payment required under this agreement shall be accomplished by
electronic bank transfer or check made payable upon an account held by the paying District.
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Notification: Any notification required to be provided under this agreement shall
be sent b\, email or first-class USPS Mail wo:

Notification 1o LVWD shall be sent o

General Manager
Lower Valley Water District
1557 FM Road THTO
Clint. TX 79836

i

Notification to the Fabens District shall be sent 1o

Cieneral Manager

El Paso County Water Control & Improvement District No. 4
P.O. Box 3880

Fabens, TX 79838-3880

Fmail oo

34 Dispute Resolution: A dispute arising under this Agreement may be submitted to
alternative dispute resolution in accordance with § 791,015 of the Interlocal Cooperation Act.

R The Fabens District and LVWD will comply with the provisions of this Agreement
and provide to cach other any information that may be required to support this Agreement,

RR Fach Party to this Agreement will be responsible for s own actions in satisiving
its obligations under this Agreement.

7 Fach Party reserves, and does not waive, its respective rights of immunity and
similar rights and does not waive its rights under applicable statntes. No provision of this
Agreement that impmes‘ an obligation or restriction on any Party that s not permitied by applicable
taw shall be enforceable

38 By entering this Agreement, the Parties do not intend to create any oblications,
express or implied. other than those set forth herein: further. this Agreement shall not create any
rights in any party not a signatory hereto.

ERY The faws of the State of Fesas shall govern all guestions and interpretations
concerning the vahidity and construction of this Agreement and the legal relations between the
Parties and performance ander i

100 Any alterations, variations, modifications o wanvers ol provisions o this
vereement shall onby be vahid i executed as an amendiment to this Agrecment.




3HE 0 This Agreement constitutes the entire agreement between the Parties refating to the
terms and conditions of the Agreement. Unless expressly stated. this Agreement confers no rights
ont v personds) or business entityts) that is not a party hereto. This Agreement shall not be
construed  against or unfavorably 1o any Party because of such Partyv’s involvement in the
preparation ol this Agreement.

AGREED TOAS FOLLOWS:

FOWER VALLEY WATER DISTRIUT

Bee oo Dated:
Rosalinda Vigil
President, Board of Directors
Fower Valley Water District

Attest S
Henry Trugillo
Secretary, Board of Directors
Fower Valley Water District

Approved as o Forme

Steven D Blanco
General Counsel, Bower Valley Water District

FELPASO COUNTY WATER CONTROL & IMPROVEMENT DISTRICT NO. 4

By S Daned:
Stagdis O Flores
President, Board o Directors
FEPaso County Water Control & Imiproyvement District Soo d

P
£

\iest - S TS e

-

| ht:fmu Juinonce
Secretars. Board of Directors
P Paso County Water Control & Improvement District No




%

Approved as.to-Form:

Andrew S. “Drew” Miller
General Counsel , El Paso County Water Cantrol & Improvement District No. 4

L4988.00100/DMIL/MISC/ITO207Tv.6
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2 EL PAS0 COUNTY WATER CONTROL & IMPROVEMENT DISTRICT NoO. 4

P.0. BOX 3880 $ 117 E. MAIN ST. & FABENS, TX 79838-3880
(915) 764-2212 & FAX (915) 764-4840 & h200@gte.net-

Wastewater Service Agreement
Mesa Del Norte Subdivision

The Subdivider has paid the Utility the sum of § which sum represents the total costs
of the tap fees, capital recovery charges, and other fees associated with connecting the individual
lots in the Subdivision to the utility’s wastewater collection and treatment system. The
Subdivider’s contractor will be responsible for installing the subdivision’s wastewater
infrastructure up to each lot’s property line.

The above provisions notmthstandlﬁ”’tﬁiﬁ%greement shall no longer be in effect if the plat of
the Subdivision is not approved by El Paso Cou;tlyjor by a municipality whose approval is
required. {;A :
yl ;
By affixing i h:s or ¢ et sxgnature to‘this Agreementfthe person signing for the Utility warrants that
he or she. lsauihonzed to sign ﬂns Agreement on behalﬁof;rhe Utility.
, - 3; B

By aﬁ'mng hlS or her signature to*ﬂns Agreement, the person signing for the Subdzvzder warrants
that he or she is authorized to szgm this Agreement on behalf of the Subdivider. &

\VOFoRto- @

x\-@»“&‘

o+ 45
b N | 3,
¥,

This Agreemeﬁt ig’ eﬂec'hve on { lfgg 0> L1, 2008, ‘i*
"‘IFB ‘

Cr-i‘

The Utility:  El Paso Coun Water Conu-ol & Improvement District No. 4 %

,.,«é’é
R
M [‘:la
Office or Position: _[NTERIM__GAJERRL. MANAGED

Date: 0 M oy , OO g q:,‘ '“r‘f"'“f
Wy h
g ty
The Sudivider: Mesa Del Norte Subdivision ”‘m 2

2 P
»

By: /
printed Wame: L2 /574 [ gron f
Office or Position: _@gﬂ,ﬁ

Date: 4/( 4175 /g{f
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Regular Meeting
September 19, 2006

Motion made by Ms. Alvillar to consider the request for water and sewer service for the Mesa Del Norte
Subdivision contingent upon the availability of water and wastewater service outside District boundaries to

new applicants.
Seconded by Mr. Artalejo.
Yote: Ave Nay  Abstain Other
Mr. M Aguirre X _
Ms. A. Alvillar X . -
Mr. A. Artalejo X . -
Ms. M. Flores X . .
Mr. M. Laird X L

Motion: Passed

8. Take up. consider and take action to acquire a debit card for business related €xpenses.

Discussion: Mr, Terrazas informed the Board that he and Ms. Garcia met with officers of the First National
Bank of Fabens to discuss obtaining a credit card for travel and training purposes. They were told that the
First National Bank of Fabens offers debit cards only, Ms. Garcia recommended setting up & separate
checking account at the bank solely for this purpose with a limit of $5,000.00. The card will remain in the
office safe at all times and only M. Terrazas or Ms. Garcia would be authorized to charge business related
expenses on it. Ms. Flores asked what the District’s liability on the card would be and Ms. Garcia said she
would check on this.

Motion made by Ms. Flores to acquire a debit card for business-related expenses and to establish a
separate bank account not to exceed $5,000.00.

Seconded by Ms. Alvillar,
YVote: Ave Nay  Abstain Other
Mr. M Aguirre X — —
Ms. A. Alvillar X .
Mr. A. Artalejo X o
Ms. M. Flores . S e
My, M. Laird X -

Maotion: Passed

10. Take up. consider and take action ta cast a vote for TML Intergovernmental Risk Pool Board of

Trustee Members.

Discussion: Mr. Terrazas explained that TML is the company that carries our workmen’s compensation
and liability insurance. They have sent a ballot for the District Board to vote for one TML Board of Trustee
Member for each of the four available Places.

Motion made by Ms. Flores to cast a vote for TML Intergovernmental Risk Pool Board of Trustee
Members by each member submitting to the General Manager their votes and the General Manager submits

the final votes.
Seconded by Ms. Alvillar,
Vote: Aye Nav  Abstain Other
Mr. M Aguirre .Y - -
Ms. A. Alvillar X o L
Mr. A. Artalejo X . e
Ms. M. Flores .9 . -
Mr. M. Laird »Y L o

Motion: Passed
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This Agreement is mede on the date Iast entered and is between El Paso County Water
Contrel & Improvement District No. 4 (“Distriet No. 4"), Lower Valley Water Disirict
(‘LVWD") and Mesa dc! Norte, Ltd. (“Mesa del Norte™), and is as follows;

Recitaly

WHEREAS, Mesa del Norte has develaped and constracted a subdivision in E] Paso

County known as Mesa del Notte; and, X

WHEREAS, Mesa del Norte and District No, 4 enfered e Development Agreement
(attached as Exhibit A), prior to construction of the subdivision, which agreed upon terms for the
construction of the water.delivery and sewer collection system (“system™) within the Mesa del
Norto subdivision, and the ferms for conveyance of the system to District No, 4, for the purpose
of provision of water and wastewater services to the lots within the subdivision; and

WHEREAS, on February 11, 2011, Distrigt No. 4 and Mesa Del Norte exeouted an
Addendum o the Development Agresment (attached as Exhibit B), which described the terms
for a partial accepiance of the systemn s corfemplated in the Development Agreement, and on
February 22, 2011 the District No. 4 Board of Directors did approve partial acceptance of the .
Systerm; and ) ’

WHEREAS, the remaining water and wastewater Iinés in Mesa dsl Norte subdivision
were not included in the partial acceptance because portions of the wastewater linés did not meet
the slope requirements of Texas Administrative Code §217.53 (D(A); and

WHEREAS, following engineering review of the construction of the wastewater lines
that do 1ot meet regulatory slope requirements by District No. 4 and LVWD, Mesa del Norte
intends to apply to the-Texas Commission on Environmental Quality (“TCEQ”) for g variance
that, if granted, will allow for the wastewster lines with inadequate slope to be in complisnce
with state regulation; and .

WHEREAS, due fo the inedequate slopes of the lines, In order for the system to function
and for the District No. 4 and LYWD to be able to operate, maintain, and repair the system,
District No. 4 and VWD desire that Mesa de] Notte agree {o certain ongoing obligations; and

WHEREAS, District No, 4 and LVWD are willing to finally accept all of the water and
wastewater lines in Mesa del Norte subdivision if the TCEQ grants a variance for the wastewater
lines and Mesa del Norte agrees to perform certain ongoing obligations; and, )

Page1of 6
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year from the date of the Letter of Final Acceptance, The warranty of facilities, as
described in Paragraph 1 of the Addendum to the Development Agreement, is
hereby modified to conform to the ten-year period described in this provision.
After the 24" month of the term of this Facilities Agresment, Mesa del Norte shall
bave the right to notify District No. 4 and LVWD that i desires to mest and
confer regarding whether it is reasonsbly necessary for Mese del Norle fo
continge to provide maintenance on an annual basis and/or fo perform jetting of
wasiewater lines as provided in paragraph 3.b, below, Upon service of the notice
described above District No. 4 and LVWD shall mest and confer with Mesa del
Norte within a 60-day time period, In this connection, Distdct No. 4 or LVWD,
whichever entity then owns and mainiains the wastewater Hines, shall have the
right, in the exercise of reasonable judgment, to make the defermination that i is
or i not necessary for Mesa del Norté to continne to provide maintenance bonds
andfor to perform jetting of wastewater Hnes. Should either the bond or jetting
requirement be determined to continue, following the inftial request to meet and
confer, Mesa del Norte has the right fo request the same meet and confer
procedure every twenty-four months through the ten-year term.

. 3  Failure o renew the bond not less than 30 days before the
expiration of any 12 month ferm of the bond shell constituie = event of default -
under the bond and the District No. 4, or LYWD, will be entitled to make fall
demand on the bond and fo collect In full under the bond.

i 4)  Failure to maintain u'the Jjetting of the wastewater lines required by
paragraph 3(b) below shall constitute a defect nnder the bond, and District No. 4,
or LVWD, shall be able to draw the costs to comect'the defect from the bond up to

the fistl amount thereof,
b. Jezﬁng'of Wastewater Lines, Unless sooner teminated as provided

below, fora period of 10 years from the date ofacceptznce,McsadelNorteshall,atm@ense,
cause critical points of the wastewater system to be jetied. The points to'be jetted have heen
identified by the Disirict No, 4 Englueer and Staff and ave deserlbed on Extibit D, District No, 4
or LYWD, whichever entity is then maintaining the wastewater system in Mesa del Norte, may
revise the critical points as the need to do so.baccmexa;g:men:ﬁzmnghopmﬁonog&e
wastewater lines, Jetfing will teke place monthly using water from the non-potable ‘water
stendpipe. I the standpipe is unavailable, the water shall be taken from the fire hydrant or any
other fauility designated by District No. 4. Mesa del Narts, or its designated jetting contractor,
will give Distsiot No. 4 or LVWD &t lesst 24-hr notice of the date'and time that jening will
commence. Notice to District Ne, 4 will be given either telephonically by calling (915) 764-2212
or by emall to fhe General Manager at gn weidd.com and the Feld Muag ¢ af
cidd.com. Notice to the LYWD - will be given either telephonically by calling
(915) 7914480 or by cmsil to the General Manager at fomie@lvwd.org and the Enginger at
saul@lvwd.org. This obligation shall forminate if the obligation to perform jetfing of wastewater
Bnesinthisismmhatgdaspmﬁdedinparagmph&a.@.
Transfer of Easements, Mesa Del Norte will transfer to District No. 4

c
the final acceptance, all of ity rights in and to the those areas set forth on the

and LVWD, prior to
Page3of 6
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3. Notices. Al notices shall be in writing and shall be sent by U.S. Mail, certified,
return receipt reguested, to the addresses shown below, or by facsimile to the telephone nunher
shown below. Mailed notices shall be deemed served when deposited in the United States mail,
posiage prepaid and addressed as shown below. Notices sent by facsimile shall be-deemed

served whon sent.

Ifto District No. 4:

General Manager With a copy to:

P.0. Box 3880 Sarah Faust

Fabens, TX 79838-3880 Andrew S, “Drew” Miller

Fax: (915) 764-4840 Kemp Smith LLP
816 Congress Ave,, Ste, 1150
Austin, TX 78701-2443
Fax: (512) 320-5431

E 1o LYWD:

General Manager With a copy to:

Lower Valley Water District Steve Blanco

P.0. Box 909 Blanco Ordonez & Wallace, PC

Clint, TX 79836 5715 Crome Drive

Fax: (915) 791-4400 El Paso, TX 79912
Fax: (915) 845-5555

1o Mesa del Norte:

General Manager #’rt}z a copy to:

Mesa del Norte, Ltd, Bryan Hall

P.0.Box 57 Beck & Hall PC

Fahens, TX 79838 59135 Silver Springs, Bldg. 4

Fax: (915) El Paso, TX 79912

Fax: (915) 544-1620

9. Gnv‘erm‘ng Law: This Agreement shall be construed and inferpreted in
accordence with the laws ofﬁneSta;e of Texas, .

El Paso County Water Confrol and
Improvement District No. 4

By:

Name:
Page5ofé6
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i opment Agreement ewecuied a8 of the _21 day of

‘ (tho 75 Mm Vz;natg wuniyifﬁﬁiﬁ’ and
8 Im 1 in the ag0,

' opdalNcme,M

WHEBEAS, Owner hes mqumtd.ﬂm opportunity
sewar mains in Gwner’s new subdfvision known e Mesa del Norts an addition to
the Connty of El Paso, Texss, and connect the water and sswer mains 4o the
Distriot's exigting watér and sswar matns.

WHEREAS, pection 212,071, et Beq,, of the Local Government Cods
; mh&hﬁoamwﬁamvdaparafa
o improvemants related

subdivision or land i the o eonatrunt publ
to devilopment withont with the competitive sasled bidding
procadue of Chapter 252 of the Local Government Code:

NOW, THEREFORE, for and in consideration of the mutusl covenants set
foorth beraln, the pariles agres s followa: . .
SECTION 1~ SYSTEM DRSIGN '

A. | The Owner will design ihemhman&hsaraﬂnw sordated with
he design of the system. Owner must submit o agtaaofsnbﬁivigion
gmmmwwmmmmmmmm

Distriet's Genarmt Manager, Before the final desigy iz approved by
the Districts Enginear and released for conshruction,-the Gwner muat
suhmitomaetdﬁfmdaubdhﬁﬁmplms(tha‘mm’},hu]uﬁng

Disirict Bogineer. Once tha

. Phasing, if any, a8 approved by the gl:sm _
District’s Bnginesr has review and approved the Plang, and -
%ﬁ%ﬂe&

‘the dexign'review and other foes and feas gssesed
g B Bkt L il s e 2
5 . "
under the supervision of the Distriet's Engineer siriolly fn. acoordancs
withﬂ:a?lam. )
B, ThesePlansinchude the following Faritiss:

& Water Dishibufion systam showing meins and slwes th
location in ptraet, hmﬁm%mm,mwm%
other information,

1

me apd -




Q ) O

water rights previously belonging to the proparty have bean ramoved, the Owner
o okt prEr ey elor aasign thoss tights to the District, -
SECTION 3 -I!\EDEANGEAHQ CHANGES IN TEE WORK

The Owner will enter fnto & constrtiction contract for this work with a-
utllity contrastor who I8 experiensed in performing simflar water &nd sewer
congirnction. The Contractor and all independent: contractora shell ba required
In the copatruction contract(s) to hold the District harmless from any dameges or
g comstruction, The Owner's comtraclor ghell

e, and will folly comply, with
Tequiraments set fvt an Exhibit C, which Is attached to and mads & past of this
cantmact for all pwposes, The Disteet ghall ba with 2 copy of the
mmmmym tarm of tha Projest and ghell

{ istwed on the Geners] Linhflity policy,

dusto In-thie wark or for othar ressans determined
neceamary in order to engmre thet the wark i consirustad setisfhctorily and in
accordancs with the terms of this contrant, )
The Owner has engeged the following Contrector for this works
' Bain Constraction
Contractor’s Nams

14160 Blair Dr., Horizon City, TX 70928

915-B52-8620
Phone Nurber

SECTION 4 - CODRDINATION OF CONSTRUCTION

TheOmerisreﬂpanaiblsformtdimﬁngwns&mﬁunm&ﬂﬁﬁsmsWs
Engineay, mnishﬁatismﬁﬂsdmmamandobmmthswnrkataﬂﬁme& i
for confirming the work to the Plana i the

{5 nnderstood thet the responsfbility

sole respansibiifty of the Owner, The fact that tha Distiot has fospacted the work
atanymahallnotbedeemedﬂobsampmeaorapprmlbytha District of
the work parvibrmed. Approvel and accepianes of the work shall be effestive only
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Ovmer has paid for all Iabor and materinls; that there ars no

ghall fmus's P
‘and addresueg

o O

cleima

ralating to the worlyy and thet nll debts with the Distrlct have been paid. The
Owner'must include 2 specific Relaase of Lisns from ity Contractor and all sub
contractors with the signed conveyanos form,

The District Enginear, or his designated field representative, will male &
final inspection of the work. Once the work lufound to be in compHanas with ell
taems of this conizact and acceptable to the District for inclnsion into its syatem,
thd Distriet will issne 2 Letter of Final Aceaptance of the Facdlitles, The Disirlet

will then sat metsrs npon a request to activate sarvice, allow sewer services 1o be.

connested by others, and admdt water to the sysbem, The Owmer or his
Contrantor may, at the diseretion of the install water perviess of 84 fuch
gize, subject €0 tho approval of the District and A
In no svent, howeven, ia the Owhear or his Contragtor to install any parvies largar
then % inch.” No meters will be installed unill the system has been
bacteriologleally and pressuss tasted and a Latter of Final Acteptance hes bean

1

I the avent Ovwnsr defermines to el lots n the subdivision prier o Fine] .
e onoon ot o Fice

of the Facllities to the Distriet, Ovwner agress
ot yet beart finally ancepted by

oeomred,
SECTION 7 - PARTIAL ACCEPTANGCE

gesptancs of & facilty is agresd wpon between ths District .

When Pasiig] 4gosn
and the Owner, it 8 smdarstood and agresd that the one year Werranty pariod
Wikl not begin notl Finel Asceptemes of all facflities t0 be installed wmdar fig
Dayelopment Agreemant,

‘The Devalopar shall submit & Jetter of request o the District and shall
: 3 with the

includs 2 highlightsd ‘map of the areas to be acpepted
10 be conveyad 1o the Distriot, The Owner -

numbar of Thisar fst, valve
watat mebar, Upunappmralwlg

. shall also provids the address for each requasted
the D inzer or his muhorized fald o

Distrint; tha s Enginoar
cartify that portian }ins a5 decaptabls for indlnsion to the Distries systam and
ertlal Conditions] Completion Certificata indieating the feilities

_ of webar servicss accspiad. Tae Developer sbell deiiver a
mnmmwdawm%ofﬁmmdm&?ﬁdwmﬁﬁf a partisl
Condifonal Acoiptancs Zattar, Dgvaloper authorize his agants o
mdwmmnﬁaﬁ%hmaﬂmﬁos@mqumta%mm '

SECTION B ~ ONEYEAR WARRANTY

A 'mmmmm&ewmmmx
performed striofly in accordance with the Plans, andasa&xemgg

s

the gales eontrast stnting that the Faailities have o
" tho Disieict and that servives will not: activated untll surh Final Accsptanes hag




O) | O

SECTION g~ DEFAULT
In the event Owner or his contractor fafl to comply with the provisions

heraof, the District may tels such notions to which it may be entitled by law o
] indudmg,'bx?l?:yﬁot Emited to: stopping the work; seeking sparﬁﬁc.

performance of this Contracl; or suing for damages,
SHOTION 10 — INDEPENDENT CONTRACTOR/INDEMNITICATION'

A INDEPENDENT CONTRACTOR :
The Ouner, for himedlf, hls Contmactor, shall ¢perata, a8 an
indapendent Contragicr, not snbject to the diract G- omtimuions
supervislon and control of the Diskriet, The partes agres that in no
event: shall ths Ovmar or his Confractor bs dsemsd i bs an agent,
officer, ar employse of the District,

B, INDEMNIFICATION

loanés, and axpensas
Tfacs, axpart feag, mﬁovaﬂ:sadt%ii;z.mwgﬁdngout of or resnlting
ane directly

Coutzactar o b o

or sub conbwmotor ba Hehle, inclodin clels

. damages,losses, or expensas .ininjuryordaai&.gm !
SBCTION 14~ TITLE

Owmner vepragenta that # currantly holds tide, or has prasented svidence

and obtain tile, to the proparty in

%ﬁgﬁ inboacoh hitcgi signs this
¢ | BAINS MAnDEr i w i is Agreement. The terms and
peovisions thereof shall be binding upon, and fnurs to the benefit of the partes
h&ebmd&mwmomammm,mdpmonﬂrepmamﬁm
SROTION 12 ~ ASSIGNABTLATY . '

The Owner ghall not sasign any fnterest in this Agreament (wheth
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IN WITNESS HEREOF THE EL PASO COUNTY WATER CONTROL &

( IMPROVEMENT DISTRICT #4 has cansed this Agrestent to b exsouted by s
General Manager and by the Owner, or by thelr duly authorized representatives
onthis_ 2t dayof Ppweil 008
CWNER EL PASO COUNTY WATER
CONTROL & IMPROVEMENT
Lr DISTRICT #4

e R

( .
SE&? 21 74~ Hi2.0
. Phons N .




Ovmer agress to pay for enginesring and Jogal services assoofated with the Dsve
Agreement and this Addandum thist heve been inourred by the District and submitted to the
Owner oni the fnvoios set forth in Bxhibit B aftached to this Addandum, No Partial Accaptance

Letior shall be isaved intll this invoice'is paid by the Owner,

The signatoties to this agreement repregent that thay have il anthority to bind their
respeotive parties on whose behalf they sign.

IN ‘WITNBSS _HEKEbF THE EL PASO COUNTY WATER CONTROL &
IMPROVEMENT DISTRICT No. 4 hes ceused this Addendmm to Development Agresment 1o
baaxeoubdbyimGeﬁml .md by the Ownmer, or by their duly avthorized
represeniztives on this | {* day of 2048,

MESA DEL NQRTE, ITD

Z2-Hi-1f
data

DO Boy 57 Fhdens T Tg3% .
L0 Boy 57, FAge

415~ 7(4-4120
Telephons Number

1S 74Y- (870
e Noamber

EL PASO COUNTY WATER CONTROL & IMPROVEMENT DISTRICT'NO. 4,

Gorl do Ia Towe . date

Qeaneral Mansger

14988, 0030WDMIAMISC-41103403v.2
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INTERLOCAL AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE
LOWER VALLEY WATER DISTRICT AND THE EL
PASO COUNTY WATER CONTROL AND
IMPROVEMENT DISTRICT NO. 4 RELATING TO
THE PROVISION OF WATER AND WASTEWATER
SERVICES TO THE MESA DEL NORTE
SUBDIVISION

THE STATE OF TEXAS
COUNTY OF EL PASO

U R A0 L Y 1O O

This Interlocal Agreement (“Agreement”) is entered into by and between the Lower Vallev
Water District (*1.VWD") and the El Paso County Water Control and Improvement District
No. 4 (the “Fabens District™),

WHEREAS, the Interlocal Coaperation Act, Section 791.001. ef seq.. of the Toxas
Government Cade, allows local governments to increase their efficiency and effectiveness by
authorizing them to contract with one another to perform govermmental functions snd services:

WHEREAS, LVWD and Ihe Fabens District, local povernments as defined in the
Interlocal Cooperation Act, have the authority to enter this Agrcement, aivd have gach entered into
this Agrecment by the action of their respective governing bodies in the appropriote manner

prescribed by law:

WHEREAS, bath LVWD (a municipal urility district of the State of Texas created under
Article XVI, § 59, of the Texas Constitution, and exercising the rights, powers, privileges, and
functions set forth in its enabling stattes, as well as the rights, powers, privileges, and functions
of such districts as set forth in Chapters 49 and 54, Texas Waler Code), and the Fabens District (u
water control and improvement district of the State of Texas created nnder Article XVL, § 59, of
the Texas Congtitution, and excrcising the rights, powers, privileges, and functions set forth in its
enabling statutes, as well as the rights. powers, privileges and fonctions of such districts as set
forth in-Chapter 49 and 51, Texas Water Code), are authorized to operate, manage and maintain
water and wastowater infrastructure, and provide water and wastewaler services, inside and outside

ol'their respective boundarics;

WHEREAS, under Chapier 49, Texas Water Code, a district is avthorized 1o establish,
maintain, revise, charge and collect raics, fees, and other charges for services and facilities that
pravide service to arens owside the district that may be higher than those charged for comparable
service 1o users within the district.

WHEREAS, the Mesa del Norte subdivision is located within the bounduries of LYWD,
and outside of the boundaries of the Fabens District;

WHERREAS, the Fabens District currently provides waler and waslewalter services o
residents within the Mesa del Norte Subdivision, and charges those residents out-of-district rates

and feees for those survices;




&
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———— oy

WHEREAS, 1.VWD is currently unable to provide wastewater services to the residents
within the Mesa de] Norte Subdivision;

WHEREAS. the Fabens District intends to transfer owsership of the water and sewer lines
in the Mesa del Norte subdivision to LVWD, as well as the responsibility for operation and
maintenance of those lincs and the providing of water and wastewater services to the Mesa del
Norte residents when LYWD is prepared to provide both water and wastewaler services: and

WHEREAS, the purpose of this Agreement is to increase the efficiency and effectiveness
of local governments and enable the residents of the Mesa del Norte Subdivision to pay less for

water and wastewater services.

NOW, THEREFORE, in consideration of the mutual promises contained herein, and for
ather good and valuable consideration, and intending to be bound hereby, I.VWD and the Fabens

District agrece as follows:
1.0 Obligations, Rights and Duties of LVWD

LI * By no [ater than five working days following the effective date of this agreement,
LVWD shall pay an initial payment of $47,400 to the Fabens District (which is $50 multiplied by
the number of active water connections within the MdN subdivision as of the effective date of this
agreement, multiplied by five [for the months of Jun, July, August, September, and Oclober]).!

1.2 By no later than the November 5, 2019, and thereafier by ne later than the 5th of
the month in each month following November 2019, and for as fong as this agreement is in effect,
L.VWD shall pay » monthly payment to the Fabens District which shall be $50 multiplied by the
number of active connections within the MdN subdivision,

L3 [f'the Fahens District fails 1o noti Iy LVWD of the number of active connections in
any given month pursuant to Paragraph 2.2 of this agreement, LVWD shall presume that the
number of active connections for that month is the number that was used for the prior month.

' There are currently 192 netive water connections within the Mesa del Norte subdivisions. The amount of the initial
paymeat has been reduced from $48,000 (850 x 197 x 5) 10 347,400 10 account for several customers who have had
4n aetive water connection for a period hat was shorter than the immediasely preceding five wonths,

2

M 4y e 4a
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20  Obligations, Rights and Duties of the Fabens District

2.1 Within five working days of the receipt of the initinl payment made under section
1.1 of this agrecment, the Fabens District shall post a $250 credit 10 each aclive account for
residents of the MdN subdivision. For any account that Tias not been active for the immedintcly
previous five months, the payment 1o that account will be reduced by $50 times the number of

manths that that account has not been active during the immediately previous five months.

22 On the first working day of each month during the time that this agreement is in
effect, the Fabens District shall provide notification to LVWD as 1o the number ol currently active
waler connections in fhe Mesa del Norle subdivision. If the Fabens District does nat provide
notification under this provision in any given month, 1L.VWD is 10 assume that the number of active
water connections in the Mesa del Norte suhdivisfon has not changed from the previous month.

2.3 Exceptas set forth in Paragraph 2.4 of this apreement, within five working days of
the receipt of any monthly payment made by LVWD under section 1.2 of this agrcement, the
Fahens District shall post a $50 credit o ench active account for residents of the MdN subdivision,

24 Ifany payment received by the Fabens District pursuant 1o Paragraph 1.4 or 1.2 of
this agreement is insufficient to cover the credits to accounts required to be made by the Fabens
District under Paragraphs 2.1 and 2.3 of this agrcement. the Fabens District shall reduce the amount
credited to each customer proportionally s as to provide equal credits to all aclive Mesa del Nore
customers. If no initial payment is received by the Fabens District pursuant to Poaragraph 1.1, or if
no manthly payment is received by the Fabens District pursuant to Paragraph 1.2 of this agreement
for any given month, the Fabens District shall not credit the account of any MdN customers in that
month,

2.5 To the extent there is any surplus remaining after credits have been made 1o MdN
custamers under Paragraphs 2.1 and 2.3 of this agreement, the Fabens District shall return thay
surplus (o LVWD by payment to be made by no later than the 25th of the month in which the
surplus accrues,

3.0 General Provisions

3.1 Eifective Date and Term: This Agreement shall become effective upon the date of
execution by the lust of the Parties and (crminates when the Fabens District transfers ownership of
the water and sewer fines in the Mesa del Norte subdivision and the respansibility for operation
and maintenance ol those lines and the providing ol water and wasiewater services (o the Mesa del
Norie residents o LYWD, This agreement may be terminated prior fo that oceurence only upon
mutual agreement of the Parties set forth in wriling,

3.2 Pavment: Any payment required under this agreement sholl be accomplished by
electronic bank transfer or check made payable upan an account held by the payiag District.




»

3.3 Notificition: Any notification required to be provided under this agreement shall
be sent by email or first-class USPS Mail to;

Notification to LVWD shall be sent to:

General Manager

Lower Valley Water District
1557 FM Road 1110

Clint, TX 79836

Email: gerijalvir v darg

Notification to the Fabens District shall be sent to

General Manager
El Paso County Water Control & Improvement District No. 4

P.O. Box 3880
Fabens, TX 79838-3880

Email: ymudepeweiddcum

34  Dispute Resolution: A dispute arising under this Agreement may be submitted to
alternative dispute resolution in accordance with § 791.015 of the Interlocal Cooperation Act.

3.5  The Fabens District and LVWD will comply with the provisions of this Agreement
and provide to each other any information that may be required to support this Agreement,

3.6 Each Party to this Agreement will be responsible for its own actions in satisfying
its obligations under this Agrecment.

3.7 Each Party reserves, and does not waive, its respective rights of immunity and
similar rights and does not waive its rights under applicable statutes. No provision of this
Agrecment that imposes an abligation or resiriction on any Party that is not permitted by applicable

Iaw shall be enforceable.

3.8 By entering this Agreement, the Parties do not intend to create any obligations,
express or implied, ather than those set forth herein; further, this Agreement shall not create any

rights in any party nat a signatory hereto,

3.9  The laws of the State of Texas shall govern all questions and interpretations
concerning the validity and construction of this Agrecment and the legal relations between the

Parties and performance under it.

310  Any alterations, variations, modifications of waivers of provisions of this
Agreement shall only be valid if executed as an amendment to this Agreement.




3.11 This Agreement constitutes the entire agreement between the Partles reiating to the
terms and conditions of the Agreement. Unfess expressly stated, this Agreement confers no rights
on any person{s) or business enfity(s) that is not a pasty hereto, This Agreement shall aot be
construed against or unfavorably to any Party because of such Party’s involvement in the
preparation of this Agreement,

AGREED TO AS FOLLOWS:

Lower Valley Water District

Approved as to Form;

StevenJ, Blanco
General Counsel, Lower Valley Water District

EL PASO COUNTY WATER CONTROL & IMPROVEMENT DISTRICT NO. ¢

/o

By: o, ot taga s Dated: __ ¢ /7, .- 0
Magda €, Flores
President, Board of Directors
El Paso Connty Water Coiitrol.& Improvement Disirict No, 4

/ N . . \ ) 0 \'
A () e
"tﬂﬂ-“'v‘ T ..,/’2.’.(/.15_./ M .
Thefina Quinanez .

>

Secketary, Board of Direciin
El Paso County Water Conirol & Improvement District No. 4




y !

L ]

i

&

3.11  This Agreement constitutes the entire agreement between the Partics relating to the
terms and conditions of the Agreement. Unless expressly stated, this Agreement confers no rights
OR any person(s) or business entity(s) that Is not a party horeto, This Agreement shaff not be
construed against or unfavorably to any Party because of such Party's involvement in the
preparation of this Agreement.

AGREED TO AS FOLLOWS:

LOWER VALLEY WATER DISTRICT
By: _— .
Rosalinda Vigil
President, Board of Directors
Lower Valley Water District

Dated: _ _

"o

Aftest:
Henry Tryjillo
Secretaty, Board of Directors
Lower Valley Water District

Approved as to Farm:

téven J. Blanco ﬁf
General Counsel, Lower Valley Water District

EL PASO COUNTY WATER CONTROL & | MPROVEMENT DISTRICT NO. 4

By: . epte. 0 tois..  Dated:_ s Y
Magda €. Flores
President, Board of Directars
El Paso Caunty Water Cenilrol & Improvement District No. 4

LAy

ne Quinuger ) .

Sectetary, Board of Diréuiurs

El Paso County Water Control & Improvement District No, 4
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Appraved as to Form: e~

Andrew 8. “Drew¥Miller
General Caunsel , Ef Paso County Water Control & Improvement District No. 4

14988.80100/DMILMISCYI702077v,6
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THE STATE OF TEXAS ADDENDUM TO INTERLOCAL AGREEMENT BETWEEN
THE LOWER VYALLEY WATER DISTRICT AND THE EL
COUNTY OF EL PASO PASO COUNTY WATER CONTROL AND

PROVISION OF WATER AND WASTEWATER SERVICES

§
2
§ IMPROVEMENT DISTRICT NO. 4 RELATING TO THE
§
§ TO THE MESA DEL NORTE SUBDIVISION

§

This addendum to the November 2019 Interlocal Agreement (“Agrcement”) is entered into
by and between the Lower Valley Water District (“LVWD”) and the El Paso County Water Control
and Improvement District No. 4 (the “Fabens District™),

WHEREAS LVWD and the Fabens District agreed to a November 2019 Interlocal
Agreement in which LVWD agreed to pay §50 multiplied by the number of active water
connections within the Mesa del Norte subdivision per month to Fabens in exchange for Fabens
posting a $50 credit to each of those active accounts pursuant to the terms of the Agreement; and

WHEREAS the residents of Mesa del Norte subdivision (MDN Residents) pay taxes to
LYWD and out-of-district rates for water and wastewater to Fabens District which are higher than
in-district rates and have been hi gher since 2011,

NOW, THEREFORE, in consideration of the mutual promises contained herein, and for
other good and valuable consideration, and intending to be bound.ugfeby, LVWD and the Fabens
District agree as follows:

1.1 MDN Residents shall continue to @ﬁgiet rates to the Fabens District for

the delivery of water and wastewater, until such ¢\ LVWD can assume service.

1.2 MDN Residents shall continue to pay taxes to LVWD during the time that the
Fabens District provides water and wastewater services to MDN Residents.

1.3 MDN Residents shall have the legal right to receive a monthly credit to their water
utility bills as described in Sections 2.1-2.4 of the Agreement. Sections 3.7 and 3.8 of the
Agreement do not bar the MDN Residents’ legal right to bring an enforcement action to recejve
these credits.

1.4 MDN Residents shall have the legal right to demand that LVWD pay all amounts
due to Fabens District as described in Section 1.2 of the Agreement. Sections 3.7 and 3.8 of the
Agreement do not bar the MDN Residents’ legal right to bring an enforcement action to demand
that LYWD pay the payments due to Fabens District.




AGREED TO AS FOLLOWS:
LOWER VALLEY WATER DISTRICT

By: Dated:

Rosalinda Vigil
President, Board of Directors
Lower Valley Water District

Atiest:

Henry Trujillo
Secretary, Board of Directors
Lower Valley Water District

Approved as to Form;

Lower Valley Water District

Steven J, Blanco (ﬂ
General Counsel @©




EL PASO COUNTY WATER CONTROL & IMPROVEMENT DISTRICT NO. 4

WW/ Dated: __// //?//?

Magda@ Flores
President, Board of Directors
El Paso County Water ol

& Improvement District No. 4

\
Attest: :

Thelma Quinom
Secretary, B

El Paso County m Improvement District No. 4

APPROVED AS TO FORM:

—

ANDREW S. “D@m

GENERAL COUNSEL
EL PASO COUNTY WATER CONTROL & IMPROVEMENT DIS }\YZ;ICT NO. 4

14948.00100/DMIL/MISC/170207 7.2




Mesa Del Norte 5
P.0O. Box 1230
Fabens, Texas 79838
(915) 764~4120
(915) 764-3382
(915) 764-2234

January 17, 2002

El Paso County Water Control

and Tmprovement District #4

117 E. Main St,

P.0O. Box 3880

Fabens, Texas 79838

Dear Board Members,

The Mesa Del Norte Subdivision is requesting water and waste water
services to our out of district subdivision. The property is located adjacent
to North West Fifth Street and North Loop and up to the airport property
line, The property is approximately 90 acres; there will be approximately
325 lots.

I know that the district is in the process of upgrading the district
water and waste water plants, However, with the request of the district's
approval, we are willing to wait until the district can provide the water
and waste water services to our area at out of district rates.

If approved for services by the district we can go to your District
Engineer for design of water and waste water lines to meet the district needs.
Legal description of property is as follows: Tract 1, HD Camp Survey
#405-A E1 Paso County Blk. 1-San Elizario Grant: Tract 12 Blk 1 San Elizario

Grant El Paso County.




MESA DEL NORTE SUBDIVISION
P.0. BOX 57
FABENS, TX 79838

From: Mesa Del Norte Subdivision
P.O. Box 57
Fabens, TX 79838

To:  ElPaso County Water & Control Improvement District #4
Fabens, TX 79838

Subject: Request for sewer and water for Mesa Del Norte Subdivision

August 4, 2006
Dear Water Board Members:

Mesa Del Norte Subdivision located parailel to 5" NW St, Fabens, TX would like to
request sewer and water for their subdivision. Calderon Engineering conducted a
preliminary analysis of the 90 acres included in this property. Based on the analysis,
their will approximately be 300 residential lots (10,000 square ft each.). The property
will be subdivided in four phases. As each phase is completed, a new phase will open
until all lots have been sold. As the developers, Mesa Del Norte will incur all of the
infrastructure costs necessary to meet state and water district requirements.

Once completed, it is expected that the subdivision will generate at least $300,000 in
revenue for the district. If given the opportunity, Mesa Del Norte will be an asset to the

Fabens water district.

Your time and consideration in this matter is greatly appreciated. A map of the property
has been enclosed. If you have any questions, please feel free to contact me (915) 490-

4640.

Cc: Reese Lutich
Lelois Lutich
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EL PASO COUNTY WATER CONTROL & IMPROVEMENT DISTRICT NO. 4

P.O. BOX 3880 é 117 E. MAIN ST. & FABENS, TX 79838-3880
(915) 764-2212 & FAX (915) 764-4840 &

BOARD OF DIRECTORS SPECIAL MEETING
TUESDAY, July 12, 2022 at 6:00 P.M.
117 EAST MAIN ST., IN FABENS, TEXAS
Zoom Meeting Link: hitps://us02web.zoom.us/j/70983411222pwd=N09%c TFNUTDBScDAxSaBxUT09

The El Paso County W.C.1D. #4 will convene as posted to consider and/or take action on the following agenda items: (ltems do not
have to be taken in the same order as shown on this meeting notice.)

AGENDA

. Call meeting to order,

. Roli Call and Determination of Quorum.

. Pledge of Allegiance.

. Take up, consider and take action on meeting agenda.

. Take up, consider and take action on Meeting minutes from May 24, 2022.

. Public Comments on Agenda Items- Each speaker is allowed 3 minutes and must comply with the Policies and Procedures
for Public Comment at Board Meetings, adopted on August 27, 2019:

- Introduction and Discussion with Mr. Rodrigo Estrada from Congressman Tony Gonzales's Office.

8. Take up, consider and take action on 2021 El Paso County Water Control & Improvement District No. 4 Financial Audit
as presented by Pena, Briones, McDaniel & Co.

9. Take up, consider and take action on request of Lower Valley Water District (LVWD) to develop an Interlocal Agreement
for the District to accept and treat wastewater from certain areas within LYWD.

10. Take up, consider and take action on adopting Resolution No. 2022- 01 and Order for the Board of Directors of the El Paso
County WCID #4 calling for the election of 3 Board Members to the Board of Directors of the District, to be held on
November 8, 2022 and providing for matters incidental to the holding of said election in accordance with applicable laws,

1. Kemp Smith Update,

12. CDM Smith Update.

13. General Manager Report.

14. Public comments on issues of general concern - Each speaker is allowed 3 minutes and must com ply with the Palicies and
Procedures for Public Comment at Board Meetings, adopted on August 27, 2019:

15. Executive Session.

Meeting to be closed under the following Texas Government Code of the Open Meetings Act for discussion as follows:

A. Attorney Consultation Code 551.071
B. Real Property Code 551.072
C. Personnel Matters Code 551.074

Any final action as a result of this closed discussion will be held at the opening of the meeting or at any subsequent meeting

16. Return to open session for possible discussion and action on executive session item(s).

17. Board member availability or date change for the August 23, 2022 Regular Meeting,

18. Adjourn.

O Ut s L e

~3

L. the undersigned authority, hereby certify that the above Notice of Mecting of the Board of Directors of the EI Paso County Water Contro) &
Improvement District No. 4 is a correct copy of the Notice and that | posted the Notice at the Fabens Post Office and at the District Office Bulletin
Board located at 117 E. Main Street, Fabens. Texas 79838, and provided a notice to the El Paso County Clerk for posting in accordance with the
Texas Open Meetings Act as required by law.

In this Notice of Open Mecting, the posting of an agenda item as a matter to be discussed in open session is not intended to limit or require
discussion of that matter in open session if it is otherwise appropriate 1o discuss the matier in executive session. If during the discussion of any
agenda item, a matter is raised that is appropriate for discussion in executive session the Board may. as permitted by law, adjourn into executive
session to deliberate on the matter.

The posting of an agenda item as a matter of law to be discussed in executive session is not intended to limit or require discussion of that matter in
cxecutive session. The Board may discuss in open session any matter for which notice has been given in this Notice of Open Meeting, including an
agenda item posted for executive session. In no event; however, will the board take action on any agenda item in executive session.

J(é;am irez

El Paso County Water Control & Improvement District #4
General Manager

EL PASC COUNTY WCID #4 1S AN EQUAL OPPORTUNITY PROVIDER AND EMPLOYER




E1, PAs0 COUNTY WATER CONTROL & IMPROVEMENT DISTRICT No. 4

P.O. BOX 3880 é 117 E. MAIN ST. & FABENS, TX 79838-3880,

“(915) 764-2212 7y FAX (915) 764-4840 &

SPECIAL MEETING MINUTES
Tuesday, July 12, 2022
1
2,
Present Absent Comments

Ms. Juana Gutierrez President .. S

Ms. Thelma Quifionez  Vice President ~— ~ ' © X " N

Ms. Magda C. Flores ~ Secretary X - .

Mr. Jorge Carrasco Member X _' . , f e .

Mr. Samuel Madrid ~ Member e X o

District Staff;

" Mr. Jose Ramirez. General Manager

Ms. Patty Cruz Office Manager

Ms iRorie Martinez Inventary Control Manager

M. Tsrael Martinez Field Manager

. .) Consultanfs:
. + Mr. Sergio Estrada Kemp Smith
Visitors: .

Mr. Rafael Ramirez Ms. Teresa Jo May
Mr. Gustavo Gallo Ms. Jeanette Ribail
Mr. Martin Madrid Mr, Ruben Corral b
Ms. Alicta Carrillo Mr. Alexander Cadet
Mr. Rey Pena Mr. Rodrigo Estrada

F

Dmussion. No discussion. >
Motion made by Ms. Flores to approve meeting agcnda
Seconded by Mr. Madrid.

Vote: Aye Nay Abstain: Qther
Ms, J Gutierrez . S N
Ms. T, Quiffonez gt T
Ms. M. Flores i < N -
M. J. Carrasco X - - . -
Mr. S. Madrid X ) . o e .
Motion: Passed o '
5. Tadke up;:consi
Discussion. No d:scussmn
i-w) Motion made by Mr. Madrid to approve Regular Meeting Minutes from May 24,2022,
it Seconded by Ms. Flores.

Vote: Aye Nay Abstain QOther
Ms. J Gutierrez o

Ms. T. Quiftonez

X
Ms. M. Flores X . T T R =

as oL wmwa ara
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E1 PAS0 CouNTY WATER CONTROL & IMPROVEMENT DISTRICT No. 4

P.0. BOX 3880 & 117 E. MAIN ST. & FABENS: TX 79838-3880
(915) 764-2212 é FAX (915) 764-4840 &

Special Meeting
July 12,2022 e L o
Mr. J. Carrasco X . T T =
Mr, 8. Madrid X . T SaES s
Motion: Passed e o - ——
60

Y ScCussion v | ; . ! r - rra ] 3 " note
: Mr. Rodrigo Estrada introduced himself to thie Board end updated them on finding

ot
Discussion

opportunities available to the water district.

8.

Discussion: Mr. Pena presented the 2021 El Paso County Water Control & Improvement District
No.4 Financial Audit to the Board.

Motion made by Ms. Flores to approve the 2021 El Paso County Water Control & Improvement
District/No..4 Financial Audit as presented.

Seconded:by Mr. Carrasco.

Vote: Ave Nay  Abstain Other
., Ms.J Gutierrez X .
3 Ms. T. Quifioncz
Ty g Ms., M. Flores X . e
¢ *Mr. J. Carrasco X e e
Mr. 8, Madrid X. S eian oo s e o e

Motion: Passed

9.
Discussion: Discussed in Executive Session, '
Motion made by Ms..Flores to authorize:the executive director to mect with Lower Valley Water
District to obtain additional information regarding Lower Valley Water District’s proposal for an
interlocal agreement to accept and treat wastewater from certain areas within EVWD.
Seconded by Mr. Carrasco,
Vote: Ave ‘Nay Abstain Other
Ms. J Gutierrez D -
Ms. T. Quifionez L _ _
Ms. M. Flores xo T - )
Mr. I Martinez X N
] Mr, J. Carrasco D B - N
Motion: Passed - -

Discussion: Mr. Ramirez reminded the board that every election year the board must approve a resolution
\;’I calling for election.
Motion made by Ms. Flores to approve resolution as presented.
Seconded by Mr. Madrid.
Vote! Ave Nay Abstain Oth
Ms. J Gutierrez X .

= - N - o

EL PASO COUNTY WCID #4 18 AN EQUAL OPPORTUNITY PROVIDER AND EMPLOYER
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EL PASO CoUNTY WATER CONTROL & IMPROVEMENT DISTRICT No. 4

P.O.BOX3888 &  117E.MAINST. & FABENS, TX 79838-3880,
(915) 763-2212 & FAX (915) 764-4840 &

Special Meeting

July 12, 2022 - e e i e e e
Ms. T. Quifionez ) e o e e e T
Ms, M. Flores N T e e
Mr. I Martinez D e - T ==
Mr. J. Carrasco L T T meETE Eee -

Motion: Passed

11. Kemp Smith Update
N/A

12. CDM Smith Update
N/A

13. General Manager Update

Collection rate for May was 97%, 64 cut offs and 2 remain unpaid.

Finance Department—No update

Purchasing and Warehousing Department—No update

Field Services Department—No update

Due to shorlage of staff, Fabens 1SD in not meeting the requirements of the Veterans® Park

Inté'rlogal Agreement, On section 5.3 of the 2017 interlocal agreement between the El Paso County,

Fabens ISD and EPCWCID#4, it states that the School:District will maintain the grounds to include

mowing grass and trimming shrubs. On section 5.4, it states that the Schéol District will remove

‘} garbage and pick up trash. The support services director has mentioned several times that they will be

g addressing their Board of Directors to approve the termination of their duties to the Veterans’ Park.

» Superintendent Vigil'has scheduled a meeting with County Parks director and us fo discuss the
intearl‘ocal agreement.

We are currentlylusing our staff to provide these services to the Veterans® Park. We have met with

€ommissioner Holguin to address this issue and to see if the EI Paso County can take over the park

with e long:term lease such as the current one for the swimming pool property (pool property isona
40-year lease,at-a rate of $1.00/year),

We will bring the revised interlocal agreement from the County to the Board of Directors for approval.

6. We have submitted 2 grant application to County of El Paso for a design of a solar energy farm., If we
get awarded this100% grant,-it will be to design a solar farm large enough to produceelectricity to pay
for our entire electric bill for our facilities, the School District’s, and the Counfy‘buildings here in
Fabens. After the design we will start applying for grants to build the solar farm. We are proposing to
build the solar farm on university land which is leased by the School District. We will bring to you all
the proposed agreement between all the entities involved.

7. We are currently working on a grant from thie-Bureau of Rsclgﬁnafion (Water Smart Grant) to replace
all the remaining existing meters to digital meters and will also include the system to communicate
with the office. This grant is a 50/50 match in which we are asking for just under $500,000.00 in grant
funds, We will have to pay out of pocket around $300,000.00. The remaining $200,000.00 will be in-

kind services.

s

The total amount that we will have to pay out of pocket, including the $177,378.14 {$210,000.00 was
budgeted) from this year is $475,436.36. The total cost that was calculated on the PER is
$1,060,420.00; a savings of $584,983.64.

We will need to have a special Board meeting in the next two weeks to adopt a required grant
resolution,

k@,} 14. Public comments on Issues of General Concern-Each speaker is allowed 3 minntes and must comply
with the Policies and Procedures for Public Comment at Board Meetings, adopted on August 27,
2619.
N/A

EL PASO COUNTY WGID #4 1S AN EGUAL CPPORTUNITY PROVIDER AND EMPLOYER
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E1 Pas0 County WATER CONTROL & IMPROVEMENT DISTRICT No. 4

P.0. BOX 3880 é 117 E. MAIN ST. & FABENS, TX 79838-3880
(915)764-2212 ° ¢  FAX(915) 764-4840 4

Special Meeting
July 12,2022

18, Executive Session.
Meeting to be closed under the following Texas Government Code of the Open Meeting Act for
discussion as follows:
A. Attorney Consultation Code 551.071

Any final action as a result of this clesed discussion will be held at the opening of the meeting or
at any subsequent meeting,

Board convened into Executive Session at 6:20 p.m.

Time in Executive Session_1 hour 2 minutes.

From 6:20 p.m. to 7:22 p.m.

Motion made by Ms. Flores to enter executive session.

Seconded by Mr. Carrasco

Vote: Aye Nay Abstain Other

Ms. J Gutierrez X . . —
Ms. T. Quifionez ' ) - e I ——
Ms. M, Flores . X e .. - el
Mr. I Martinez . — e ' - T
Mr. . Carrasco X i -

Mbotion: Passed - -

item(s). - ’ o

Motion made by Ms. Flores to return from executive session.

Sceonded by Mr. Madrid

All board membe:rs pmnt are available for the August 23,2022, Regular Mezeting,

18. Motion o adjourn.
Discussion: No discussion.
Motion made by Ms, Flores to adjourn.

Seconded by Mr. Madrid i
Vote:

g
G
:
5

Ms. J. Gutierrez

Ms. T. Quifionez

Mz, M. Flores

Mr. 1. Carrasco .

kel Fad Pt B P
2
;
)

Mr. S, Madrid . -

- Maotione Passed

Meeting Adjournedat _7:34.. p.m.

Pcsepaty p CAA e VD)
" G5 “Signature - Date ‘Approved
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EL PASO COUNTY W.C.LD. #4
SPECIAL BOARD MEETING

SIGN.IN SHEET

MEETING DATE: Tuesday, July 12, 2022

Magda F@ores

IEPCWCID #4 Secretary

— BOARD MEMBERS —
NAME.(PLEASE FRINT) T FTTTTT "SIGNATURE
JJuana Gutierrez EPCWCID #4 Board President

; Thelma Quinonez lEPCWCID #4 Vice-President

;
i

g_o_[ge Carrasco = {EPCWCID #4 Board Member -
, .' !
|Samuel Madrid ~_|EPCWCID #4 Board Member |,




o EL PASO County WATER CONTROL & IMPROVEMENT DISTRICT NO. 4

P.0. BOX 3880 é 117 E. MAIN 8T. & FABENS, TX 79838-3880
(915) 764-2212 & FAX (915) 764-4840 4

BOARD OF DIRECTORS REGULAR MEETING

TUESDAY, August 23, 2022 at 6:00 P.M.
117 EAST MAIN ST., IN FABENS, TEXAS
Zoom Meeting Link: hitps://us02web.zo0m,us/i/70983411222pwd=N09xe TENUTDBSeDAxSnBxUTO9

‘The El Paso County W.C.1.D. #4 will convene as posted to consider and/or take action on the following agenda items: (ltems do not
have to be taken in the same order as shown on this meeting notice.)

AGENDA

. Call meeting to order.
. Roll Call and Determination of Quorum.
. Pledge of Allegiance.
Take up, consider and take action on meeting agenda.
Take up, consider and take action on Special Meeting minutes from July 12, 2022,
- Take up, consider and take action on Special Meeting minutes from July 19, 2022.
Public Comments on Agenda Items- Each speaker is allowed 3 minutes and must comply with the Policies and Procedures
for Public Comment at Board Meetings, adopted on August 27, 2019:
- Take up, consider and take action on contracting with the EI Paso County Elcctions Department to hold Gencral Directors
Elections on November 08, 2022.
9. Take up, consider and take action on 2022 Proposed Tax Rate
10, Take up, consider and take action on passible change to the Certificate of Deposit maturity period.
Hi. Take up, consider and take action on request of Lower Valley Water District (LVWD) to develop an Interlocal Agreement
for the District to accept and treat wastewater from certain areas within LVWD.
12. Take up, consider and take action on Resolution #2022-3, Signatory for loans and grants from USDA.
13. Kemp Smith Update.
14. CDM Smith Update.
15. General Manager Report.
16. Public comments on issues of general concern - Each speaker is allowed 3 minutes and must comply with the Policies and
Procedures for Public Comment at Board Meetings, adopted on August 27, 2019:
17. Executive Session,
Meeting to be closed under the following Texas Government Code of the Open Meetings Act for discussion as follows:;
A. Attorney Consuliation Code 551.071
B. Real Property Code 551.072
C. Personnel Matters Code 551.074
Any final action as a result of this closed discussion will be held af the opening of the meeting or at any subsequent meeting
18. Return to open session for possible discussion and action on executive session item(s).
19. Board member availability or date change for the September 27, 2022 Regular Meeting.
20. Adjourn.

i =Y I PV W

0

I, the undersigned authority, hercby certify that the above Notice of Meeting of the Board of Directors of the £} Paso County Water Control &
Improvement District No. 4 is a correct copy of the Notice and that | posted the Notice at the Fabens Post Office and at the District Office Bulletin
Board located at 117 E. Main Street. Fabens, Texas 79838, and provided a notice to the £l Paso County Clerk for posting in accordance with the
Texas Open Muctings Act as required by law,

In this Netice of Open Meeting, the posting of an agenda Hem as a matter to be diseussed in open session is not intended to limit or require
discussion of that matter in open session i it is otherwise appropriate to discuss the matter in executive session, If during the discussion of any
agenda item, a matier is raised that is appropriate for discussion in excoutive session the Board may, as permitted by law, adjourn into execitive
session to deliberate on the matter,

The posting of an agenda item as a matter of law 10 be discussed in executive session is not intended to fimit or require discussion of that matter in
executive session. The Board may discuss in open session any matter for which notice has been given in this Notice of Open Meeting, including an
agenda item posted for executive spssion. In no event: however, will the board 1ake action on any agenda item in executive session.

LA

Jose Ramirez
El Paso County Water Control & Improvement District #4
General Manager

El. PASO COUNTY WCID ¥4 1S AN EQUAL OPPORTUNITY PROVIDER AND EMPLOYER
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EL PASO CouNTY WATER CONTROL & [MPROVEMENT DISTRICT NO. 4

117 E. MAINST._ _ |

& _ FABENS; -TX 79838-3880.

(915)764-2212 &  FAX (915) 764-4840 &

REGULAR MEETING MINUTES
Tuesday, August 23, 2022

Presldcnt Iuana Gutlerrez called meeting to order at 6:07 p.m.

2. Roll Calt & Determination of Quorum.

Present Absent Comments
Ms. Juana Gutierrez President . X
Ms, Thelma Quifionez Vice President = “X ™~ - -
Ms. Magda C, Flores  Secretary o x _ - _
Mr, Jorge Carrasco Member . L X N o i
Mr, Samuel Madrid Member e . fii o )
District Staff:
Ms. Patty Cruz Office Manager
Mr. Isragl Martinez Field Manager
Ms. Laura Olivas Office Clerk
¥
Consultants; |
\.“ . i i
Mr. Horacio Juarez CDM Smith ;
Mr. Andrew Miller | Kemp Smith
Mr, Sergio Estrada Kemp Smith
Visitors:
Mr. Luz Marquez Mr. Gus Gallo
M. Esteban Olivas Mr. Jason Olmos _
Mr. Joaquin Mendoza w0 .
3. Pledgeof Alleglance.
4. Take up, consider and take action on meeting agendg.
Discussion: No discussion,
Motion made by Ms. Flores to approve meeting agenda. |
Seconded by Ms. Quifionez. . *
Vuote: Ave Nay 1 Abstain | Other
Ms. J Gutierrez X T .
Ms. T. Quifionez X L N , .
Ms. M. Flores X ) . . e
Mr. J, Carrasco B e e e s o s -
Mr. S. Madrid e ; e — T
Motion: Passed. i b o

Dlscussion. No d:scussxon
Motion made by Ms. Flores to approve Special Meeting Minutes for July 12, 2022.
Seconded by Ms. Gutierrez.

EL PASQ COUNTY WCID #4 1S AN EGUAL OPPORTUNITY PROVIDER AND EMPLOYER




EL PASO CounTY WATER CONTROL & IMPROVEMENT DISTRICT N0, 4

P.O.BOX3880 .4 . 117E. MAINST. & FABENS, TX 79838-3880
0157642212 - &  FAX (915) 76454840 &

Regular Mesting Minutes

Aupust 23, 2022
Vote: Avye Nay Abstain Other
Ms. J Gutietrez X . . ] — >
Ms. T. Quifionez S R . AbsentJuly 12 2022 .
Ms. M. Flores X e e ST T T e -
Mr. I, Carrasco . T T - ~
Mr. 8. Madrid ) - ST ”

Mbotion: Passed.

6. : :
Discuss!on' No discussion,
Motion made by Ms. Flores to approve Special Meeting Minutes for July 19, 2022.
Seconded by Ms. Gutierrez.
Vote: Avel Nay Abstain Other
Ms, J Gutierrez X . . o
Ms. T. Quifionez T i e e
Ms. M. Flores . ST - e s s s
Mr. J. Carrasco - N T m—
Mr. S. Madrid . -
Motion: Passed, o T i o i
7.
8' B v-‘. B : g
Discusslon' Ms Cruz asked the board to appiove comracting with the El Paso County Elections
Department to hold:General Directors Elections on November 08, 2022 at an estimated cost of $13,808.30.
Motion made by Ms Flores to approve contract with the E1 Paso County Elections Depariment to hold
General Directors Elecnons on November 08, 2022,
Seconded by Ms. Quifionez. B
YVote: s .,-ﬂé_}t Nay Abstain ther
M:s. J Gutierrez P8 ‘ b e
Ms. T. Quifionez X . J o e ]
Ms. M. Flores X ... . . e -
Mr. J. Carrasco } . - . i . o
Mr. S. Madrid e s “"
Motion: Passed. - | o -
9, derga :
Dlscussxon. Ms. Cruz prcsented the proposed 2022 Tax Rate and requested the board approve the 2022
Proposed Tax Rate.
Motion made by Ms. Flores to adopt the Proposed Tax Rate of 0.0157857% for 2022.
Seconded by Ms. Quifionez,
Vote: Ave Nay Abstain ther
Ms. I Gutierrez X
Ms. T, Quifionez X - )
Ms. M. Flores X . ) . -
Mr, J, Carrasco - , - s - e
Mr. S, Madrid . e e e e e

Motion: Passed.

EL PASO COUNTY WCID #4 13 AN EGUAL OFPORTUNITY PROVIDER AND EMPLOYER
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E1.Paso County WATER CONTROL & IMPROVEMENT DISTRICT No. 4

P.0.BOX3880. 4  117E.MAINST.. & FABENS,TX 79838-3880
(915) 764-2212 &  FAX (915) 764-4840 &

Regular Meeting Minutes
August 23, 2022

Discussion' Ms. Cruz presented the opiions on the matunty period of the Certificate of Deposxt as well as

the related interest rates.
Metion made by Ms. Flores ta continue maturity period at 12 months for the Certificate of Deposit.
Seconded by Ms. Quiflonez.
Vate: Ave Nay Abstain Other
Ms. I Gutierrez X . . 3 )
Ms. T. Quifionez R . e e s e e
Ms. M. Flores B e .- —*
Mr, ], Carrasco . N e = e s - T - T
Mr. S. Madrid . L T T Em T e ST
Motion: Passed. s T T T B ’
1. Teke up. consider and take action on. request. -of Lower Valley Water District (LLVWD) to develop an

Interlocal Agreement for the Distn ttodceept gnd tre twastewater from.ceitdin areas within
LVWD.

Discussion: Mr. Miller and Mr. Juarez presented the pros and cons to the board of entering an interlocal
agreement 1 with Lower Valley Water District to accept and treat wastewater from certain arees within
LVWD. Aﬂerpfmther discussion the board decided to entér executive session.

Motion made by Ms. Flores to reject Lower Valley Water District’s request t6 develop an interlocal
agreement for the District to accept and treat wastewater from certain areas within LVWD and to authorize
that-a letter beisent to LVWD informing them of the District’s decision.

Seconded by Ms. Quifionez

Vote: Avs, Nay  Abstain Other
¢+ }Ms.J Gutierrez X . , . -
Ms. T. Quifionez X . A - R
Ms. M. Flores X e v e e
Mr. I. Carrasco st e _ . T
Mr. S. Madrid - = b T T -
Motion: Passed. ) T -
12. Take up, consider and take sction og-geso!utiog #2022-3, Signatory for lonns.rind prants from
USDA,

Discussion: Mr, Juarez addressed the board regarding Resolution #2022-3 and informed the board the
Signatory is a requirement for acquiring loans and grants from USDA,
Motion made by Ms. Flores to approve Resolution #2022-3.
Seconded by Ms. Quifionez.
Yote:
Ms. J Gutierrez

Nay  Abstain Other

Ms. T. Quifionez

Ms, M. Flores

Mr. J. Carrasco

M. 8. Madrid T T T L =

Motion: Passed, ‘ R par-

13. Kemp Smith Update
N/A

14. CDM Smith Update
N/A

£L PASD COUNTY WCID #4 1S AN EQUAL OPPORTUNITY PROVIDER AND EMPLOYER




ELPAso CountY WATER CONTROL & IMPROVEMENT DISTRICT NO.4

P.O. BOX 3880 é  117E,MAINST. & _ FABENS, TX 79838-3880.
(915) 764-2212 é FAX (915) 764-4840 ¢4

Regﬁlé'f Meeting Minutes
August 23, 2022

15. General Manager Update
N/A

Mr. Luz Marquez spoke about a petition requesting the removal of Mr. Ramirez, He also questioned the
rehiring of a previous employee,

17. Executive Session.

Meeting to be closed under the following Texas Government Code of the Open Meeting Act for
discussion as follows:
A. Attorney Consultation Code 551.071

Any final action as a result of-this closed discussion will be held at the epening of the meeting or

atanysubsequent mesting,
Boari:convened:Into. Executivé Session at 6:42 p.m,
Time in Executive:Session 49 minutes.
From 6:42 p.m. to 7:31 p.m.
Motion-made by Ms. Flares o enter executive session.
Seconded by Ms. Guticrrez,

Vote: Aye Nay Abstain Other
Ms. 1. Gutierrez . S - o e e
¥ M. T. Quitionez X . . T ]
Ms. M. Flores X = T ] T
Mr. J. Carrasco . j T e e -
Mr. 8. Madrid CT ST ' . e e T
Motion: Passed. - N T

Motion made by Ms. Flores to returm-to open session,

Seconded by Ms. Quifionez.
4

Yote: Ave Nay Abstain ok Other
Ms. J. Gutierrez X o e i . _
Ms. T. Quifionez M  m T ' .
Ms. M. Flores X .. o .
Mr. 1. Carrasco o Lo Tw T e e
Mr. S. Madrid - . T T . o, T
Motion: Passed, Tt Tt
19. Bosdrd member-svailability for the Septomber:27,2022 Res lar:Meitin

All board members present are available for the September 27, 2022, mecting.

Discussion: No discussion.
Motion made by Ms. Flores to adjourn,
Seconded by Ms. Quifionez

EL PASD COUNTY \WCID #4 IS AN EQUAL OPPORTUNITY PROVIDER AND EMPLOYER
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FLPASO CouNtY WATER CONTROL & IMPROVEMENT DISTRICT NO. 4

P.O.BOX3880 &  117E.MAINST. __ é FABENS, TX 79838-3880.
(015) 764-2212 & __ FAX (915) 764-4840 &

Regular Meeting Minutes
August 23, 2022

Ms, J. Gutierrez

Ms, T. Quifionez

Vote: Ave Nay Abstain Other
. X g
X
X

Ms. M. Flores =X

Mr, J. Carrasco . o . o

Mr. S. Madrid . I a
Motion: Passed.

Meeting Adjournedat _7:40  pnm.

PN B G B  XY . 3o
Signature " ‘Date Approved
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&

ANDREW S. "DREW" MILLER

(KEMP SM ITH taw drew.miller@kompsmith.com

512 320-6466

March 26, 2019

Via email: Sblanco@bomwlaw.com

Mr. Steven J. Blanco

Blanco Ordonez Mata & Wechsler, P.C.
5715 Cromo Drive

El Paso, Texas 79912

Re: Mesa del Norte
Dear Mr. Blanco:

I am writing on behalf of El Paso County Water Control & Improvement No. 4 (“Fabens
District”) and in response your letter to me (dated March 11, 2019) regardmg the above-referenced
matter. Please note that by this letter, I also acknowledge receipt of the letter from Senator
Rodriguez and Representative Gonzalez, addressed to you and me, dated March 12, 2019, -
concerning the same matter. The Fabens District and I have considered the letter from Senator
Rodriguez and Representative Gonzalez in formulating this response.

As an initial matter, I note that while you state that Lower Valley Water District (“LVWD”)
“will be in a position to provide the required water and wastewater services [to Mesa del Norte]
not more than (90) ninety days from the date of this letter,” you offer no other details regarding
how it is that LWVD will provide those services or how it will be able to do so within that
timeframe. The letter from Senator Rodriguez and Representative Gonzalez, however, provides
additional information on the subject, stating: “LVWD is working with El Paso Water to establish
a contract and accept waste for a temporary ‘pump and haul’ service.”

While we hope that this idea has potential fo move us toward what I believe are our mutual
goals (i.e., the permanent transfer of the providing of water and wastewater services to Mesa del
Norte from the Fabens District to LVWD), we have some questions and concerns, in light of the
little we know so far.

First, has a contract between LVWD and EP Water (as mentioned in the letter from Senator
Rodriguez and Representative Gonzalez) been finalized and executed? Is it still being worked on?
Please advise as to the status of any such contract or discussions/negotiations? If there is such a
contract, please provide us with a copy. (Any such contract, of course, would be public
information.)

Second, there are technical issues related to this proposal that will need to be addressed.
We calculate (assuming the use of a typical vactor truck or trucks) that roughly 18 truck trips per

221 N. Kansas St. 919 Congress Ave, 3800 E. Lohman Ave,
Suite 1700 Suite 1305 Suite C

El Pagso, TX 78901 Austin, TX 78701 Las Cruces, NM 88011
915 533-4424 512 320-5466 575 527-0023

Kempsmith.com Kempsmith.com Kempsmith.com




Mr. Steve Blanco
March 26, 2019
Page 3

Respectfully submitted,

KEMP SMITH LLP

cc:  Magda Flores
Mike Terrazas
Senator Jose Rodriguez
Representative Mary Gonzalez
Shushma Smith
Caroline Plapinger
Gerald Grijalva
J.P Urban ~ Executive Director, Public Utility Commission of Texas
Amy Johnson

14988.00100/DMIL/MISC/1614005v.3




Fabens ISD
Board of
Trustees

RESOLUTION in Solidarity with the
Take Charge Group of Fabens

WHEREAS, Fabens Independent School District recognizes the shared value that bind
our community; and

WHEREAS, being in an unincorporated area with minimal community governmental
structures; and

WHEREAS, this district’s limited tax funds are necessary to adequately fund and
strengthen our schools; and

WHEREAS, property values would decrease with the placement of a wastewater
treatment facility within the community; and

WHEREAS, having a wastewater treatment plant located within our community could
cause health issues for our students, schools, and families; and

WHEREAS, placement of the Mesa Del Norte Wastewater Treatment Plant will
jeopardize the health, safety, and overall quality of life for the residents of Fabens; and

WHEREAS, the Mesa Del Norte Wastewater Treatment Plant would not provide service
for the residents of Fabens, it stands to reason the facility should not be placed within

our community.

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Fabens Independent School District stands in
unity and mutual support of the Take Charge Group of Fabens in opposition to the
construction of a wastewater plant within the community.

Adopted this day, the 15" of November, 2023

Board President:

Board Secretary: QZ{ ot »é/ /‘,@%MQ

ieta Sepulveda Ramirez



e o i
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RESOLUTION IN SOLIDARITY WITH THE TAKE CHARGE GROUP OF FABENS

WHEREAS, Tornillo ISD serves a community akin to Fabens, dedicated to serving
students and families in an unincorporated area; and

WHEREAS, Tornillo ISD advocates for the welfare and well-being of the families
and residents served; and

WHEREAS, the learning community of Tornillo relies on services such as health
care, dining and other life essentials from the community of Fabens; and

WHEREAS, having a wastewater treatment plant located within the Fabens
community could cause health issues for students, schools, and families; and

WHEREAS, placement of the Mesa Del Norte Wastewater Treatment Plant will
potentially jeopardize the health, safety, and overall quality of life for the residents
of Fabens as well as for the residents of Tornillo.

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Tomnillo Independent School District
stands in solidarity and mutual support of the Take Charge Group of Fabens in
opposition to the construction of a wastewater treatment plant within the Fabens
community.

Adopted this day /o2t ZALF- -

=)

Bogr’d fresigléi) ( ——Bogrd Secretary
/
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OTZ LOGISTICS LLC
919 NE CAMP ST
FABENS TX 79838

915-329-4210

January 2™, 2024

Subject: Letter of Support - Standing in Unity with Take Charge Group

To whom it may concern,

[ trust this letter finds you in good health. As a local business owner and resident of our community, |
express my support for the work being done by Take Charge Group. This letter aims to seek assistance in
addressing the wastewater sewer plant. This matter dramatically concerns me and many others in our
community. The location of the wastewater treatment plant will not only hurt my business but can affect
many others in our town.

As an individual with asthma has heightened my sensitivity to environmental factors, including air
quality. That is one of the many reasons [ decided to reside and create my business in the town of Fabens
and away from city limits.

Thank you for your attention in the important matter.

Sincerely

Eduardo Ortiz




197 Via Bella Place
El Paso Texas, 79928
{915]261-2819

January 2™, 2024
Subject: Letter of Support

To whom it may concemn,

I trust this letter finds you well. I am writing to express my wholehearted support for
the Take Charge Group. The Take Charge Group is committed to fostering positive
change and addressing the critical issues that our community might face with the
proposed wastewater treatment plant.

As a Fabens High School Alumna, Fabens property owner, and business owner, I
support and stand in unity with the take charge group against the location of the

wastewater treatment plant in Fabens, TX.

Thank you for your time and attention to this matter.

avo

Rodio Lopez




Dear Take Charge Group

S ™ \ .
On behalf of the g:\; NI \»; x AN r%\x AL ENAOUARTN asalocal business. we

subrmt this letter of support wmndmg. m unity with the Take Ch axm (‘%mu; of Fabens in
opposition of the “location” of the construction of the Mesa Del Norte Wastewater Treatment
Plant.

Sineerely,

Cuerido Take Charge Group,

o syvovevw burn o vy rreerrersy ool
Eatd s3UEEAH Y SN AL MBS R T B s,
presentamos esta carta de apovo uniendonos al Gr upo Take Cha rarge de Fabens en oposicion a la

“ubicacion” de la constrecion de la Planta de Tratamento de Aguas Residuales Mesa Del Norte.




Dear Take Charge Group

.

AR AT
AL U

Epr s v mea local business) we

by b :

submit this letter of support standing in unity wath the Take Charge Group of Fabens in
apposition of the “location” ol the construction of the Mesa Del Norte Wastewater Treatment
Plant.

Sincerely,

-

Querido Take Charge Group,

B R
- o UL IO ROCIG Tuitdl,

presentamos esta carta de apovo untendonos al Grupo Take Charge de Fabens en oposiciona la
“ubicacton” de la constrecion de la Planta de Tratamento de Aguas Residuales Mesa Del Norte,




Dear Take Charge Group

On behalf of the ‘ A’ ‘\! /ﬁnﬂnf f i as a local business, we

submit this Jetter of support standing in umity with the Take Charge Group of Fabens in
opposition of the “location” of the construction of the Mesa Del Norte Wastewater Treatment
Plant.

Querido Take Charge Gronp,

En nombre de como negocio local,
presentamos esta carta de apoyo uniendonos al Grupo Take Charge de Fabens en oposicion a Iz
“ubicacion” de la constrecion de 1z Planta de Tratemento de Aguas Residuales Mesa Del Norte.

Sinceramente,




Dear Take Charge Group

On behalf of the -we submit this lefter of
support standing in unity with the Take Charge Group of Fabens in opposition of the “location”
of the construction of the Mesa Del Noris Wastewater Treatment Plant.

Sincerely.

Querido Take Charge Group,

Bn nombre de /IZW W presentanios esta carta de

apoya mmiéhdonosal Grupo Take Charge de Fabens en oposicién a la “ubicacién” de Ia
constrocidn de la Planta de Tratamento de Aguas Residuales Mesa Del Norte,

Sinceramente, 2

177 ajuf&z/éq?%%&@ﬁ
S0 Z, g1l
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Dear Take Charge Group

On behalf of the as a local business, we
submit this letter of support standing in unity with the Take Charge Group of Fabens in
opposition of the “location” of the construction of the Mesa Del Norte Wastewater Treatment
Plant.

Sincerely,

Querido Take Charge Group,

En nombre de f{ \ S[( 1‘;"1‘1’!{’_!’1/ Tﬁr% “C&q como negocio local,

presentamos esta carta de apoyo uniendgfios al Grupo Take Charge de Fabens en oposicion z la
“ubicacion” de la consirceion de Ia Planta de Tratamento de Aguas Residuales Mesa Del Norte.

Smceramegie, ’

T W Fasstt 5D, A
@5) 355~ 1757 —




Dear Take Charge Group

H
On behalf of the __&G/y/f;’g £ /4;'17”{’6/ ‘ yﬂﬂi as a local business, we
submit this letter of support standing in unityswith the Take Charge Group of Fabens in
opposition of the “location” of the construction of the Mesa Del Norte Wastewater Treatment
Plant.

h Y

Sincerely,

‘,b{ /4/?/% {/Jfﬁm?z

Querido Take Charge Group,

En pombre de como negocio local,
presentamos esta carta de apoyo uniendonos al Grupo Take Charge de Fabens en oposicion a la
“ubicacion” de la constrecion de Ia Planta de Tratamento de Aguas Residuales Mesa Del Norte.

Sinceramente,




Dear Take Charge Group

Onbehalf of the __~57 4 /6 £\ 1. RS as a local business, we
submit this letter of support standing in unity with the Take Charge Group of Fabens in
opposition of the “location” of the consiruction of the Mesa Del Norie Wastewaier Treatment
Plant.

Sinecer

Querido Take Charge Group,

¥n nombre de como negocio local,
presentamos esta caria de apoyo mniendonos al Grapo Teke Charge de Fabens en oposicion ala
“‘ubicacion” de la constrceion de 1a Planta de Tratamento de Aguas Residuales Mesa Del Norte,

Sincaramente,




Dear Take Charge Group

On behalf of the as a local business, we submit this
letter of support standing in unity with the Take Charge Group of Fabens in opposition of the “location’
of the construction of the Mesa Del Norte Wastewater Treatment Plant.

7

Querido Take Charge Group,

L\" {.\} N s - ; . ‘ f > A7 r/a

En nombre the LN @Cwﬁ ¥ “by "Lf I ci como negocio local, presentamos esta carta de
apoyo uniendonos al Grupo Take Charge de Fabens en oposicion a la “ubicacion” de la contruccion de la
planta de Tratamiento de Aguas Residuales Mesa de Norte.

Sinceramente,

y //;/7:‘.'? ..... -
— 77
L
24




Dear Take Charge Group

. C
On behalf of the ‘l“\“ow i(?J’\Q S {{&QU‘&' v &L IQ\’\ as 2 local business, we submit this
letter of support standing in unity with the Take Charge Group of Fabens in opposition of the “location”
of the construction of the Mesa Def Norte Wastewater Treatment Plant.

Marcaridw ?uﬂf%{ﬂ@z ,
QIS 9¢ —5308  —ar=91y-o1ab
P.o.Rox NOl

Querido Take Charge Group,

o § !
N S /‘1 : / i
Fresincla S SR S LR PR, PR e

Ennombrethe [/ ¢ % L COMO REEOCIo focal, presentaimos esta carta de
apoyo uniendonos al Grupo Take Charge de Fabens en oposicion a la “ubicacion” de la contruccion de la
planta de Tratamiento de Aguas Residuales Mesa de Norte.

Sinceramente,

'--—1§~~ o
Lo \j) I
) Y15
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A wastewater treatment plant
NOT in our TOWN!

The placement of the Mesa Del Norte
Wastewater Treatment Plant will
jeopardize the health, safety, and
overall quality of life. This plant will
be servicing a very small part of
Fabens but it’s really to service homes
OUTSIDE of our town. The nearest
home to the proposed water sewer
treatment plant is 254 feet. The wind
blows from the southwest toward
town, so any odors will spread to
most of the town. The proximity to
the railroad track is of concern for the
ground vibrations.

Numerous studies have indicated that
the perception of living near a
wastewater treatment plant can lead
to a decline in property values.

Fabens, TX, is an unincorporated
area with minimal government
structure.

Fabens TX

Our town boasts a unique distinction,
the gift of cleaner air without
pollution. Local farmers contribute to
the pristine air quality of our pecan
trees, cotton fields, and many other
agricultural harvesting fields. Fabens
1s known for its unique and innovative
local business that contributes to the
town's character.

Local businesses or startups can
contribute to the town's character,
drawing people from all over Texas
and the USA.

Our local harvest honey and
Cattleman's Steak House named one
of the top 10 best in America and
where many famous movies have
been filmed, not just in our local steak
house but in our town due to its
distinct architecture, buildings and
land, a total of 13 movies have been
filmed including "The Getaway"
"Glory Road." We are also part of the
San Felipe Park and off-roading park.

Please review the map of the
Lower Valley Water District
Boundaries vs Fabens
Boundaries

259 ot sy
Muncips! Boundary
L

P

We are not against the Wastewater
Treatment Plant but it’s location.

Join us January 16, 2024
at 7 PM




el Ew&ﬁ& 1.
I0JBMIISBAA AQ][BA ToMO T Suipieday

WNTFOLIANYV TTANNOA.O
SNHA VA -HddHM

d 00-L LV
¥T0T ‘91 AIVANVI ‘NAHM

OONVId 4VSHD JOLVNAS

HLIM ONILEEN
ALINNWINOD SNAEVA noA yueyJ,




Water Maln
BB VWD Beundary

Municlpal Boundary
et

Socotro

San Elizario

Water

20




o,
IFRAT I S

ﬁfk m(,wf\. {1




gm%ﬁ AT

I’'m going to sing the Poverty Prose.
It’s been said to be humble shouldn’t be an identifying factorfi]
We at Fabens are HHHumble. You clearly saw as you drove in.
So let’s dump on Fabens Litterally!

We have united and organized neighborhood groups to forward our petition
against the Lower Valley Water District regarding the proposed WWTP location.
We have submitted 1500 opposing hard copy signhatures plus 460+ electronic
signatures and counting; tonight we are here in accord with this very purpose to
voice our major concern one of many against the LOCATION of this LWWD WWTP.
We further adhere to the language of decorum’s proper behavior and treat
everyone with dignity and respect. Like Benito Juarez said " El derecho al respeto
ajeno es la paz" "The right to respect for others is peace."

Our Agenda includes

Advocate for our community Fabens/Residents
Language Barriers

Education Barriers

Economic Disadvantage

Income Barriers

In Fabens we have 25.5%, a population that is below the poverty line and in TX.
The poverty threshold is $29,500.

e Swamp coolers blow hot smelly air from the outside INTO our homes
o Which makes the airborne humidity particles settle inside our homes.

Our credentials are that we are residents who researched, researched and

researched the effects of locating the WWTP right in the middle of our
community.

Lower Valley Water District letter dated July 14, 2023, to the Fabens Residents via
postal mail.

pg. 1



Question 1

How did LVWD determined the proposed project is the least environmental
viable alternativa?

Question 2

How many sites did LVWD consider before selecting the CalCot Location?

Letter from LVWD to Fabens Residents 07/14/2023

Letter from WPCWCID #3 06/06/2022

pg. 2



Stem 3 -A

The letter dated July 14™, 2023 to the Fabens community, is confusing because
Lower Valley Water District, stated “we are building a plant like the Fabens District
Plant, but with updated features which creates Type 1 water effluent.”

What does all this have to do with the location of the plant?

Stem 3-B

In reference to the second communication via Email with Lower Valley Water

District, emailed on September 19%, 2023, The Fabens community received an
invitation to tour the facility at Sunland Park NM?

Question 3

Why was the Fabens Community invited by Lower Valley Water District to visit a
Wastewater Treatment Plant in Sunland Park NM?

What does existing plant in Sundland Park NM have to do with the location of
LWWWD plant?

New Mexico Envorinmental Department has its own state requirements,
procedures, and has nothing to do with TCEQ?

LVWD Letter to Fabens Residents 07/14/2023
Email from FM to RMG-A 09/09/2023

pg. 3



Stem 4

Again, from Lower Valley Water District, a letter dated July 14th, 2023, and KFOX—
News

The letter stated, “The Lower Valley District will also acquire equipment for
control of potential odor.”

Our community toured the Fabens Wastewater treatment plant. We were there
for approximately 45 minutes. As we drove away, the smell of rotten eggs
remained in our vehicle for 2 hours.

If the stench remained in the car for 2 hours, imagine the stench in our homes
24/7 for the rest of our lives.

Question 4

What will be the potential odor concentration into our homes through our
swamp coolers with open windows?

LVWD Letter to Fabens Residents 07/14/2023
K-FOX NEWS VIDEC 01/10/2024

pe. 4



Stem 5 Enclosed Facility?

Again, from Lower Valley Water District, a letter dated July 14, 2023, and KFOX —
News we learned that Lower Valley Water District stated that the facility "be
primarily enclosed"... "the state-of-the-art plant is going to produce very little to
no odor."

Question 5

What is Lower Valley Water District's experience operating an enclosed
wastewater treatment plant over 100,000 gallons?

What is Lower Valley Water District's experience operating odor control
equipment for over 100,000 gallons?

Is it your first large-scale wastewater treatment plant that you will be
experimenting with?

K-FOX NEWS VIDEC 01/10/2024

pg. 5



Stem 6

As stated in the Lower Valley District letter to the Fabens Residents on July 14th,
2023, “a plant like the Fabens District Plant.” Also, as stated in an email dated
August 19, 2023 to our group, for “residents join... a tour of the facility in Sunland
Park.” This is confusion.

Question 6

Between Fabens Wastewater Treatment Plant and your prosposed plan design,
which design is really going 1o be constructed?

Will the design be like the Fabens wastewater treatment plant or the Sunland
Park New Mexico Plant, or a different design that was reported on K-FOX?

pg. 6



Stem 7

Lower Valley Water District stated in the letter dated July 14th, 2023, indicating
you will “LAND APPLY” treated waste water to the Lions Club field, quoting, “We
also plan to re-use much of the water to provide the Lions Club with green space
for their facilities, which will be in much better shape and comfortable for the
children.”

Question 7

Has the owner of the Lions Club field agreed to watering with this effluent
water?

Have you obtained the TCEQ land application permit, and will this require a
tertiary treatment?

LYWD 07/14/2023

pg. 7



Stem 8 -1

City of El Paso Environmental Services Department Investigation Report from
10/13/2023 #1936696
e Air compliant investigation, strong sewage odor emitting from lift station on
corner of Alameda/ FM Road 1110 Clint and lift station receiving 15 sewage
trucks on a daily basis.

Stem 8-2

Notice of Violation — Discharge of any source whatsoever of one or

more air contaminants or combination thereof, in such concentration
and such duration as are or may tend to be injurious to or to
adversely affect human health or welfare, animal life, vegetation, or
property or as, interfere with the normal use and enjoyment of
animal life, vegetation or property.

Notice of Violations to Lower Valley Water District from the Texas Commission on
Environmental Control (TECQ) Docket No. 2016-0641-PWS.
Lower Valley Water District owns and operates a public water supply located at
800 West Main Street in Fabens, El Paso County, Texas. The facility provides water
for consumption, has approximately 55 services connections, and serves at least
25 people per day for at least 60 days.

Violations

Lower Valley Water District failed to collect route distribution water
samples for coliform analysis and failed to provide public notification
for 4 months.

Lower Valley Water District failed to submit DLQOR to the Executive
Director each quarter by the tenth day of the month following the
end of the quarter.

Respondent failed to collect lead and copper tap samples at the
required five samples sites. Have the samples analyze and report
results to the Executive Director and failed to provide public
notification and submit a copy of the public notification to the
Executive Director.

Lower Valley Water District failed to mail consumer notifications of
lead tap water monitoring results to persons served at the locations
that were sampled and failed to submit to the TCEQ a copy of the
consumers notification.

pe. 8



V. Failure to comply with maximum contaminant level for total (TTHM)
trihalomenthances - TTHM is a result of reaction between the
chloride used for disinfecting tap water and natural organic matter of
water.

a. TTHM linked to damage to the liver, kidneys, and central
nervous system, fatigue, skin sores and many more.
b. Slightly increase the risk of cancer such as bladder, colon, rectal

and reproductive outcomes
i. According to The U.S. Department of Health and Human

health Services (DHHS)

Lower Valley Water District was assessed a penalty as set forth in Conclusion of
Law No. 8 for violations of state statues of rules of the TCEQ.
Additionally we found 13 more notice of vilations.

Question 8

Lower Valley Water District stated on K-Fox News guoting “following guidelines
from TCEQ.”

What TCEQ guidelines is the LVWD following?

How well will you follow guidelines for a wasterwater treatment if they cannot

follow the simple guideline for a simple?
K-FOX NEWS

pe. 9



Stem 9

Train Derailments are relatively common in the United States, with an estimated
1,000 to 3,000 incidents occurring each year. According to the Federal Railroad
Administration, there are approximately 3,000 train derailments in the United
States each year, which means that on average, there are about 8 train
derailments daily between 1990-2021.

o October 2022, the most recent train crash with an 18-wheeler
o See Video
e Train Vibrations cause fissures.
o Electricity Stoppage issues
o Most recent January 11, 2024 — Numerous power outages
throughout the County
o January 11, 2024 — wind speed 35-45 mph and gusts of 65 mph

We are concerned about the computerized monitoring systems.

Question 9-1

In case of plant failure, what is your emergency preparedness plan?

Question 9-2

What will be your emergency plan in the event of a train derailment at the
wastewater treatment site?

What precautions is LVWD taking to prevent damage to high-level train
vibrations?

pg. 10



Stem 10-1

Distances
Installing a plant in residential area lowers the quality of life and odor does not
respect the buffer zone.

I. Nearest Home — 160 yards
Il. Nearest Property 29.33 yards
lll.  Post Office - 277 yards
IV. UMC Clinic - 1079 yards
V. Fabens ISD nearest school ~ 1105 yards
VI. Senior Center —475.2 yards

Stem 10-2

Lower Valley Water District letter to the Fabens Residents dated July 14, 2023 -
"Regarding our plant is closer to the Fabens wastewater processing facility than
our envisioned site." Considering Fabens wastewater treatment plant is 1067
yards away from the nearest home, and your wastewater treatment plant will be
approximately 167 yards from the nearest home, which is a direct contradiction
to the statement date by the LVWD.

Question 10

How accurate are your measurements based on your letter to the public?

pg. 11



Question 11

Do you intend to dump treated water into the San Felipe Arroyo that is meant to
take stormwater only?

Are you going to discharge treated water into an unlined channel that may
contaminate Huecho Bolson aquafer?

pg. 12



Stem 12

Biggest concern are the diseases by pathogens and Hydrogen Sulfide (H2S)
H,S can start to form sulfuric acid in lift stations and wastewater treatment plants,
which will destroy or weaken cement and steel structures. H2S smells like rotten
eggs even in low concentration.
Low levels of H2S can cause:

e Nausea

e Eye Irritation

e Headaches

e Breathing Problems

e Fatigue
We have residents with chronic respiratory illnesses including our elders and
children. Our town only has two clinics, that is not enough to treat the
community. Special conditions require specialist, which can only be found in El
Paso, and we have no public transportation to El Paso. In the past you have had
isolate spills that CLEARLY have violated TCEQ requirements.

People who come in contact with H2S must immediately move upwind.
Nearest Home — 160 yards

Nearest Property 29.33 yards

Wind normally blows from the southwest towards town, and Fabens residents
will be directly downwind from the Lower Valley Water District Plant in
accordance with Windrose calculations. Fabens residents are upwind from the
Fabens sewer water treatment plant and away from the community.

pg. 13



Question 12

. Will you be monitoring H2S on a daily basis 24/7?

.  What equipment will be used to control H2S exposure to the residents?

. What experience do you have dealing with H2S since this will be your first
wastewater treatment plant near homes?

V. Wresidents are subjected to H2S, what procedure will you use to notify
the general public?

pg. 14



Stem 13
Alameda is a busy commute, both driving and walking, where Fabens residents
and students walk to and from school and local employment.

Question 13

Are you aware we have no public transportation, especially if needed for a
specialist in EL Paso, due to the health hazards with the wastewater treatment
plant?

Stem 14 - Endangered Species
Texas Parks and Wildlife protects all endangered wildlife in Texas.

Question 14

Are there any dangered species in the location for the proposed plant and have
vou contacted the Texas Park and Wildlife for an investigation?

pe. 15
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i P Dovid Estrada

July 14,2023 (Eatrada

Rod Chavex

Greetings. Director

Please consider this letter as sharing our vision regarding your concern.overoue plans to Gerald Grifalva

construct a wastewater treatment plant on the property which was formerly the SWIG General Manager

Compress in-Fabens. We:must first address.an explanation of events, which led to our
seeking Texas Commission:on Environmental Quality (TCEQ}. approval far this plant.

We initially began by being approached by the area State Senator Jose Rodriguez at the

time to address Mesa del Norte resident action against the El Paso County Water Control
andImprovement District No. 4 (Fabens Water District), The Fabens Water District currentiy provides
water and wastewater services to Meésa Del Norte Residents, which are niot residents within that district.
They belong to our district; but until both water and sewer servicesare provided by, us, by-mutual
agreement, they areafforded these services. The residents recently filed legal proceedings against the
Fabens Water District for charging excessive out of district rates for water-and wastewater service.

When asked to address the issue, we agreed to temporarily provide the Fabens water district
$50 each month per Mesa Del Norte account to.defray the high fee baing charged to these residents. We
also approached the Fabens Water District for a contract with our district for wastewater treatment
services to these residents as we attempted to'reclaisn these accoisnts.

) The Fabens Water District refused,

‘Thie need to provide'water and wastewater services to our customers in Mesa Del Norte, residential
devélopment expansion within the area requiring wastewater services, and having no other alternative,
reqiired that we submif a vequest for TCEQ approval of a wastewater processing plant in that area. We are
building a plant like the Fabens District Plant, but with updated features which creates Type | water
effluent. The effluent is of ddequate quality for watering fruit bearing crops. The water will follow the
same reuse route-on El Paso County Water Improvement District drains, which are currently used by the
Fabens Water District. The Lower Valley Water District will also.acquireequipment for control of potential
odor. The plant exceeds any distance requirements by'the TCEQ regarding proximity to residences byat.
least twice the TCEQ required distance. Frankly, many of the Fabens residents levying thejr ¢onceras.
regarding our plant are closer tothe Fabens wastewater processing facility than our envisioned site. We
also plan to reuse much of the effluentto water to provide the Lions Club with greenspace for their
facilities, which will be in much better shape and comfortable for the children who will use the recreational
facility.

We hope thisletter helps to-explain our commitment tg our customers in the area; our plans for a state-of-
‘'the-art fadility; and our plans for providing for the recreation-needs of arearesidents,

Gerald Grijalva, General Manager
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May 19, 2022 Henry Trujilto

Secretary / Treasurer

El Pasa County Water improvement District No. 4 David Estrada

117 Main Street Director
Fabens, Texas 79838 Rod

Attn: Ms. Jenny Gutlerrez, President Director

Gierald Geijalva

General Manager

Dear Ms. Gutlerrez,
As you may know, the Lower Valley Water District {(LWVWD) has been experiencing significant, rapid
population growth within the limits of our Certificate of Convenience and Necessity (CCN} boundaries as
identified by the Texas Commission oh Environmental Quality (TCEQ). This letter is to advise you that we
will entertain an interlocal agreement with your District to process our anticipated wastewater discharge
at amutually agreed cost. We are asking for a formal response to this request.

in anticipation of continued population expansion at the fringes of the LVWD, we have commenced the
evaluation-and planning phase for constructing a Decentralized Wastewater Treatment Plant (WWTP).
strategically located ‘and hydraulically suitable to economically provide treatment for our service area
near your district,

\_> The proposed WWTP would be constructed at the LVWD “CALCOT" property and would treat
wastewater from the Mesa Del Norte Subdivision, Lourdes Subdivision, £l Conguistador Subdivision and
adjacent developed and undeveloped areas as depicted in the attached exhibit. The estimated flows,
number of trains, and operating capacity are summarized below and estimated through 2040:

_ Parameter | 2022 | 2023 2024 | 2025 | 2030 2035 | 2040
! Plant Flow; gpd "143,660 | 190,648 | 214,141 | 237,635 | 247,610 | 264,035 | 281,510
“Train Capacity; gpd | 125,000 | 125,000 | 125,000 | 125,000 | 125,000 | 125,000 | 125,000

Number of Tralns 2 2 2 3 3 '3 3

! Permit Capacity, 250,000 | 250,000 | 250,000 ‘375,000 | 375,000 | 375,000 | 375,000 |
gpd | _

| Operating Capacity | 57% 76% | B6% | 63% | 66% 70% 75%
%

If there Is any Interest in treating this wastewater under the existing CCN boundaries, and if EPCWID No.
4 may be agreeable to accepting the wastewater flows, we would meet with your Board, staff, and legal
counsel as necessary to assess the avallable capacity within yaur WWTP for accepting anticipated future
flows from our service area and to discuss terms of the agreement.

- NRRA
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‘ s We appreciate your consideration and await your response. Piease feel free to contact the LYWD
_ ) General Manager, Gerald Grijalva if yau have any questions or require any additional information, The
LVWD Is readily awaiting a meeting request from EPCWID No. 4 to address this issue further.

Sincerely,

“w%i'

Rosalinda Vigil
President

@A
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David Carrasco

U ) Vice-President

June 21,2022 Henty Truflo

Sacretary / Treasuver

El Paso County Water Improvement District No. 4 David Bstrada

117 Nain Street Dirsctor
Fabens, Texas 79838 Hod

Atin: Ms. Jenny Guilerrez, President Disectop

' Gerald Grijalva

General Manager

Dear Ms. Gutlerrez,
First and foremost, | would like to thank you for your response to our Initial [etter.
in response to your questions, we offer the following. The LVWD Is interested In entering an Interlocal.
Agreement with El Paso County Water Improvement District No. 4 (EPCWID#4) to allow the wastewater
flows (present and projected) from the areas Identified in our previous letter to be treated by your
wastewater treatment plant. The LVWD has contracted with an englneering consultant that is in the
process of preparing the necessary technical documents {ie., reports, permits, plans, etc.) to support the
construction of a new wastewater treatment pla LVWD’s “CALCOT” property. If both Districts
come to Terms, the deslgn and cond wastewater treatment plant will discontinue. The
interlocal agreement coordinated 'Ry Siréépertive legal counsel will be perpetual and based on
perlodically renewed commitments by each district as stipulated In the agreement.
As part of the terms of the Interlocal Agreement, the LVWD will agree to deslgn and construct any
) facilitles (pipeline, Iift statlons, etc.) necessary to convey the-wastewater flows from our CCN service
areas to your treatment plant, Should the plant require upgrades in the future to accept and treat the
projected flows, the EVWD is prepared to assist the EPCWID#ate of federal funding In
support of any expanslon improvemenis.
Agalin, we appreclate your consideration and will await your response to schedule a sit-down meeting to
discusg{his at greater detail. Please do not hesitate to contact our General Manager, Gerald Grijalva, if

wail

f e any questions or comments.
. ¢
rcerely, -
&C( LW b /f
Rosalinda Vigil
Presldent
‘/> xs'ﬂmMlm-rn.mm-mmmp[mm-m.mmm-m B &
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Fx.Pso County WATER CONTROL & IMPROVEMENT DISTRICT No. 4

B.O. BOX 3880 & 117 E. MAIN 8T. & FABENS, TX 79838-3880
(915) 764-2212 & FAX (915)764-4340 &

August 29, 2022

Mr. Gerald Grijalva

-General Manager

Lower Valley Water District
1557 FM Road 1110
P.0.Box 909

Clint, Texas 79836

Dear Mr. Grijalva:
- ntoi g oo die <

1 am writing in response to the letters from Ms. Rosalinda Vigil, President of the Board of
Directors of the Lower Valley Water District (EVWD) addressed to theEl Paso County Water
Control and Improvement District No. 4 (EPCWCID#4), dated May 19, 2022, anid June 21 2022.

Summary of LVWD’s Request

‘Those letters state that LVWD is interested i entering into an interlocal agreement with
EPCWCID#4 16 have “présent and projected wastewater flows” from cerfain areas treated by-
EPCWCID#4’s wastewater treatment plant. These areas at issue are depicted on-a map attached to
your May 19, 2022 letter and include: the Mesa del Norte,' Lourdes, and El Conquistador
subdivisicns, and *‘developed and undeveloped sreas” adjacent to those subdivisions, All of these
areas lic outside of EPCWCID#4s jurisdictional boundaries, and inside. LVWD’s jurisdictional
boundaries. You further'suggest that such an arrangement be “perpetual

EPC WCID#‘_@_’S' Response and Explanation

Affer careful consiﬂeraﬁ;n, and based on’ consultations with, and upon the advice and
recommendations of the: District’s.General Counsel, the District Engineer, and ‘me; EPCWCID#4:
has decided fo decline pursning any such agreement. We will endeavor to explain this decision
below. ' i

The Texas Legislature established EPCWCID#4 as a political subdivision of the State of
Texas and has defined its boundaries. ERCWCID#4 takes its responsibility to provide water and
wastewater Services to customers and properties lacated within its jurisdictional boundaties very
seriously. When the Legislature defined EPCWCID#4's boundaries, it did so purposcfully and
with good reasons,

1 EPCWCID#4 currently provides both water and wastewater services to thie Mesa del Norte gubdivisicn.

* Seg TEX. SPEC. DiST. LOGAL LaWS CODE § 9048.003; Actsof 2011, 82nd Leg. K., ch. 268, §-I.

EL PASO COUNTY WOID #4.15 AN EDLIAL CPPORTUNITY PROVIDER. AND EMPLOYER
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EL PAs0 Counry WATER CONTROL & IMPROVEMENT DIsTRICT No. 4

P.-0.BOX3880 &  17E. MAINST. & FABENS, TX 79838-3880.
(915) 7642212 §  FAX(915) 7644840 ¢

EPCWCID#4 has worked diligently to undertake long-range planning to provide water and
wastewater services to fis constituents (within its jurisdictional boundaries), to secure adequate
funding for the infrastructure: needed to provide those services, fo comply with state law in
connection withtheé delivery of those services:(including statutes and regulations govering public
water supply, wastewater ireatment and efflaent discharge), and to operate pursuant to sound
financial policies in order to protect our constituents’ resources,

It is true that EPRCWCID#4 may provide water and wastewater services to-areas and
customers outside of its jurisdictional boundaries,® and at times during its 70-year history,
EPCWCID#4 has occasionally agreed to do so. However, EPCWCID#4 is under no obligation
whatsoever ta provide services to areas and customers omside of its boundaries.

4 key problem with an arrangement such-as that which you have proposcd is that it is'open
ended, both in terms of duration and required capacity/number of customiers. It is unclear how
many customers would need 10 be served, particularly in the undeveloped areas. Further, we
understand - from speaking with you, that assuriiing EPCWCID#4 agrees to accept and treat
wastewater from the-currently identified areas, in the/future, LYW is likely to ask EPCWCID#4
fo accept wastewater fiom (or provide other services o) additional areas, also outside of
EPCWCID#4’s boundaries, Morcover, although you say that such an amangement would be
“perpetual,” it is reasonable to assume that sometime in the future, LVWD (perhaps governed by
an.entirely différent board of directors) might.decide to-withdraw from the agreement and begin
to provide wastewater treatment for these areas. Such-a situation is rife with both short and long-
range uncertainties which:would make planning difficult, if not impossible.

Also, in our-experience, providing services to out-of-district customers has been, and may

continue fo.be, problematic. For example, in 2019, EPCWCID#4. was forced to defend ifs rafe

structure in an expensive and time-consuming appeal brought by out-of-district customers before

the Public Utlity Commission. of Texas' (PUCT). Amounts charged for wholesale water and
Wastewater services, including charges made pursuant to a contract, may also be subject to appeals
before the Public Utility Commission and/or the Texas Comihission on Environmental Quality
initiated by the recipient .of siich services. We, wish 16 avoid.the potential for such conflict.
Accordingly, and as a general matter, we belicve that it is ‘better for EPCWCID#4 to serve
primarily in-district customers, In-district customers pay taxes:(as opposed to only: fees) in support
of the services that they receive. They also have a-voice in how their water district is operated
(including the setting of rates) throuigh their elected board members.

EPCWCID#4 has slways focused on serving:its in-district customers (and pot op providing
out-of-district or wholesale services). EPCWCID#4 wants. to continue that focus. To: agree 10.2
proposal such as the one you suggest would transform EPCWCID#4 from a district that focuses

on providing retail water and wastewater services to in-district customérs irito a district for ‘which

*See, g, TEX. WATER CODE§ 49,215,

EL PASO.COUNTY WOID #4 IS AN EGUAL GPPORTUNITY PROVIDER AND EMPLOYER




EL PASo Couny WATER CONTROL & IMEROVEMENT DISTRICT NO. 4
P.0, BOX 3880 & HTE, MAIN ST, & FABENS, TX 79838:3380
{915) 764-2212. & FAX (915) 764-4840 &

a significant percentage of its Tesources and capacity would be devoted to providing wholesale
service to onit-of-district areas and customers. EPCWCID#4 does not wish. to undertake that
transformation.

Possible Alternative Solutions

We agree that the situation regarding the areas that your have identified.is unique and
presents challenges, These challenges are rooted in the factthat although the areas that youwidentify
lie within LYWD’s jurisdictional boundaries, LVWD . unable to-provide wastewater service to. -
these areas, .

At ek

The following are some. alternative approaches or solutions that could allow water and

ater utility services to-be provided to the identified areas, thus enabling and promoting
development in those areas: -

) & Legislative Boundary Changes

An obvious solution is tohave the Texas Legislature pass legislation at its next. opportunity
(in 2023) that would adjust the jurisdictional boundaries of our respective districts.so-as to remove

one.or more.of the aress in question from LVWD and place them into EPCWCID#4.

2. Prggedures under the Texas Water Code

be used to move areas currently within LVWD into EPCWCID#4. These provisions include:(but
are not necessaﬁly,limiféd‘t_g): £

The Texas Water Code (including Chapter 49 of thiat code) contains provisions. that may

®  Tex Water Code § 49.303 (allowing a disrict o' exclude Jand) and: related.
provisions (i, §§ 49.304, .305{,_:306',1 -307) (providing procedures and grounds for
doing so); ) )

& Tex. Water Code §§ 49.3075, 3076 (providing for the exclusionof land from 2
district-for failuré to provide sufficient semces),

® Tex. Water Codc § 49.301 (allows-owners of land — whether or not contiguous with
the boundary of x district — to petition the board of 2 district to request that land be
included in that distict); and

® Tex. Water Code § 49.302 (allows for a defined area of land — whether or not

contiguous with the boundary. of a district — to be added to adistrict by a petitionto
that district of less than all the landowners of that area)

EL PASD COUNTY WCID #4 15 AN EGUAL OPPORTUNITY PROVIDER.AND EMPLOYER
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We hope that you understand the reasoning behind our decision,

_ e iope : and that our decision does
not lead.to tension or hard feelings. Wealso hope that our respective districts can continue to. be
good neighbors.

Very truly yours,

e 5

Jose Ramirez

General Manager

El Paso County Water Control & Improvement
- District #4

e s A o .
¥ ’}"E-.:A‘";.;.:ﬁ'r e

J:i
1
¥
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Et: P30 County WATeR CONTROL & [MPROVEMENT DiSTRICT NO. 4
10;-BOX 3880 A, IITEMAINST, & FABENS, TN 79838-3880
(9:«11&4—22:* T FAX(OTR) 644830 &

August 21; 2019

Lower Valley Water Distrjct
1557 FM-Roid 110

P:0: Box 909

Clint. Téxas 79836,

Dear Mr. Grijalva:

1 am drireceipt of your letter dated Atigust-12; 2019;.addressed to ihe: Board: of Directors. General
Manager, and staft’ of the Bl Paso County Water Gortrol & [mprovément Disirict: No. 4
FEPCWCIDE). Tcgurdmg the Mesx del Norlc subdxvxsmu

Thank you for your update regarding the timeline for when the. Lowéi Valléy Waler District
(LVWB) is expeeted. to-be able to provide wastewater sérvice 1o the Mesa. def Norte subdivision;
Please continue- o keep us.posted.as your-effors and progress confiriues.

You have proposed thar EPCWCIDA4 and LVWD negdfinfe and ‘enter .imo an inteflocal.
agreenient that would allow LYWD - ‘beizin providing, water service: o Mesa del Norie while
EPCWCID#4 coiminics 1o’ tréif the wastewater [vonr Mesa del Norte,

As you iy know, tesidents-of the Mesa del Norte subdivision liave initiated a formal contested
case proceeding bef'on: tlie Public Utility' Gormimission of Texas (“PHC” ) chnl!cngmg the rates
that EPCWCID#4 chnrgcs to these residents. EPCWEID#A-Ts ficused on responding to' and
defendmg its rates ‘in-that proceeding. On thé ddvice of ‘our attorney, CPEWCIDH# is niit
preparéd fo-consider vour proposal {or similar proposils) uriti] that ratc proct.cdmg before the
PUC s resolved. We hape that you-will understand,

Given thiis sitintion and, these limitations, please et me know ifave can:assistin anyother ivay.

i

Yours.truly.,

Jose Ramitez
General Manager

ec;  ElPaso.County WCID #4 Board Members

Andrew §. “Drew“ Miller, District Atforney

# %ﬁa‘mrv‘w&&wﬁaaa'mﬂ&mm&mmm AND ENPLOYER
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(&) BOARD MEMBERS

[
2| a8 L. G ) President

WATER@DISTRICT DaidCage

: Vice-President

Heary Trujitlo

August 12,2019 flf‘fr;‘:u‘gz

EL Paso County Water Control David m
and Improvement Bistrict-No: 4

117 E. Main St . Ro;imcgqugz:

P.O.Box3880 Director

Fabens, Texas 79838-3880 Gerald Grljalya

General Manager.

Dear Members.of the Fabens Board of Directors, General Manager, and Staff;

Thumbly request your assistance regarding delivery of sanitary sewer service to the Mesa Del Norte
subdivision subsequent to our October 1, 2019 chanpeover of service from your District to ours,

Please 1ake some time to review the timeline in attachment A, which was agreed upon by both the
Lower Valley (LVWD)and El Paso County Water Control and Improvemerit District No. 4
(EPCWCID#4) staff to enable the switch from your District to ours. The timeline; which was mutually
deemed reasonable at its creation in:June has been miet by manyunavoidable land and easement
acquisition delays, which could not have been predicted. The effect to our sewage management plans
was sweeping

The District:is asking EPCWCID#4 to consider that water service for the residents.of Mesa Del Norte be
transferred to LV WD -as scheduled on'October 1, 2019. The LV.WD will have the- water infrastructure
cornpleted within this time: frame to enable the transfer.

As'for the sanitary sewer infrastructure, the LV WID.is requesting for additional time to design, seciire
permitting through the Texas Commission on; Environmental Quality and construct a decentralized
package plant to be located on nearby Fabens Lion’s Club property as documented in attachment B.
During this time frarie LV WD-would Iike to enter into a formal intelocal agreement with EPCWCID#4
for treating the Mesa Del Norte subdivision wastewater.

We’re-asking for the interlocal agreement to-be initiated on October 1,2019 and continue until we have a
functional treafment facility in place or May 30; 2022, at the latest. Our intended treatment facility and
timelineis described o Attachment.C. The LVWD agrees to pay out-of-district sewer raics, provide a
three<month security deposit, and furnish sewage flow meter readings for the Mesa Del Norte
subdivision to EPCWCID#4 at the established interval. The LVWD also agreesto provide backup
consolidated water meter readinigs upon request.

The LVWD has tremendously appreciated meeting and accepting the inpul from your staff regarding
this:project. The EPCWID#4 staff has been very accommodating on this project, and we hope to
someday be able to reciprocate. We are willing to meet with arid provide any documentation and
presentations required ol tis 1o promote this request.

&

1557 FM RG24 1210« P.0, Box 509 » Clat, TATIR36 » {315} 793 ~ 4480 Fax (315 791 - 8183 by e
ong ” Joyes and lentar,

Lower Valley Water District 16 2n g Yo




The LVWD would greatly appteciate your assistance with this issue, and T Took forward to & response
hopefully to discuss the way forward.

C

Sincerely,

Jerry Grijelva, General Manager
gerijalva@lvwd.ors

1557 FM 1110 Clint, Texas 79836
Main (915) 791-4480 ext. 1100
Cell (915) 892-4586

B i e L T e

e Q

3657 3 Rezd 1110+ 9,0, Box 509 » Clint, TX 79436 ¢ [305) 791 ~ 4480~ $29 {915} 792~ 483 SR
Lomver Valley Water Distilct s qust Bf) il plory ?ﬁm




Questions or Comments >>

B

Central Registry

The Customer Name displayed may be different than the Customer Name associated to the Additional IDs related to the customer. This
name may be different due to awnership changes, legal name changes, or other administrative changes.

Detail of:
For:
No physical location description on file.

Registration Status: ACTIVE

Held by:
OWRNER

Mailing Address: Not on file

Motice of Violations Current TCEQ Rules

Public Water System/Supply Registration 0710154
LOWER VALLEY WATER DISTRICT (RNL1QI4BAGHTF ..}

Yy
§

Lower Valley Water District {CHEGRSINIGE ...} View 'Issued To' Higtory ..

MOV Date |Status Citation/Requirement Provision

Allegation

Classification

Self Reporting Indicator

11/30/2018 | RESOLVED | 30 TAC Chapter 290, SubChapter
D 290.46(s)(2)(C)(i) (Not

applicable to CH)

Failure to
maintain
adequate
records of
the accuracy
of the
manual
disinfectant
residual
analyzer.

MODERATE

NO

11/30/2018 | RESOLVED | 30 TAC Chapter 280, SubChapter
D 290.46(m) ; 30 TAC Chapter
290, SubChapter D 290.46{m)(4)

{Not applicable to CH)

Failure to
maintain
good
housekeeping
practices to
ensure good
working
congition and
general
appearance
of the
system's
facilities and
equipment.

MODERATE

NO

11/30/2018 | RESOLVED | 30 TAC Chapter 290, SubChapter
D 290.46(m)(1) ; 30 TAC Chapter
290, SubChapter D 290.46(m)(1)

(A) (Not applicable to CH)}

Failure to
inspect the
interior of the
water

storage tank.

MODERATE

NO

11/30/2018 | RESOLVED | 30 TAC Chapter 290, SubChapter
D 250.46(1) (Not applicable to

CH)

Failure to
identify and
flush all
dead-end
mains in a
monthly
interval or as
needed.

MODERATE

NO

| 11/30/2018 | RESOLVED | 30 TAC Chapter 290, SubChapter

D 290.45(a)(1) (Not applicable to
CH)

Failure to
determine
the total
capacities for
public water

MODERATE

NO




systems and
the capacities
at individual
pump
stations and
pressure
planes which
serve
portions of
the system.

11/30/2018

RESOLVED

30 TAC Chapter 290, SubChapter
D 290.45(b) ; 30 TAC Chapter
290, SubChapter D 290.45({f)
{Not applicable to CH)

Failure to
have readily
available the
system
equipment
capaclties.

MODERATE

NO

11/30/2018

RESOLVED

30 TAC Chapter 280, SubChapter
D 290.45(b)}{1)(D){v) (Not
applicable to CH)

Failure to
provide logs
and
maintenance
records for
the
emergency
power
generator.

MODERATE

NO

11/30/2018

RESOLVED

30 TAC Chapter 290, SubChapter
D 280.44(h) (Not applicable to
CH)

Fallure to
utilize correct
BPAT form
(TCEQ-
20700).

MODERATE

NO

(4

11/30/2018

RESOLVED

30 TAC Chapter 290, SubChapter
D 280.38(41) ; 30 TAC Chapter
280, SubChapter D 220.43(e)
(Not applicable to CH)

Failure to
maintain in
good repalr
and to
praevent
intruder
passage
fence at the
potable water
storage
tanks.

MODERATE

NO

11/30/2018

RESOLVED

30 TAC Chapter 250, SubChapter
D 290.43(c) (Not applicable to
CH)

Failure to
maintain the
tank overflow
in good
working
condition.

MODERATE

NO

-

Site Help | Disclaimer | Web Policies | Accessibility | Our Compact with Texans | TCEQ Homeland Security
Contact Us | Central Registry [ Search Hints | Report Data Errors
Statewlde Links: Texas.gov | Texas Homeland Security | TRAIL Statewide Archive | Texas Veterans Portal

® 2002 ~ 2024 Texas Commission on Environmental Quality
Last Modiflad 2023-01~11 - Production v2.1.5
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Questions or Comments >>

Central Registry

The Customer Name displayed may be different than the Customer Name associated to the Additional 1Ds related to the customer. This name
may be different due to ownership changes, legal name changes, or other administrative changes.

Detail of:
For:

Permit Status:
Held by:

Mailing Address:

Wastewater Permit WQ0004295000

LOWER VALLEY WATER DISTRICT {RMIGI015137 ...}
12400 GATEWAY BLVD E, EL PASO

EXPIRED

LOWER VALLEY WATER DISTRICT {CHeUOG30200 ...
OWNER Since 07/02/2005 View Compliance History ...
PO BOX 909 CLINT, TX 79836 -0909

3

S

ad To' Bistory .

Motice of Violations Current TCEQ Rules

NOV Date Status

03/05/2021 | RESOLVED | 30 TAC Chapter 312, SubChapter | Failure to apply MODERATE NO

G 312.142(a) for a sludge
transporter
registration with
the Texas
Commission on
Environmental
Quality prior to
transporting
bipsolids/sewage
sludge, water
treatment
residuals,
domestic
septage,
chemical toilet
waste, grit trap
waste, or grease
trap waste
regulated under
this subchapter.

03/05/2021 | RESOLVED | 30 TAC Chapter 327 327.3(b) Failure to notify MODERATE NO

the Texas
Commission on
Environmental
Quality that a
reportable
discharge had
occurred within
24 hours of the
discovery of the
discharge.

03/05/2021 | RESOLVED | 2D TWC Chapter 26, SubChapter Failure to MODERATE NO

A 26,121(a)(1) prevent the
unauthorized
discharge of
sewage into or
adjacent to any
water in the
state.

Citation/Requirement Provision | Allegation Classification | Self Reporting Indicator
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ATR CP_106011406_CP_20231013_Investigation_1036696._
City of El Paso Environmental Services Department
Investigation Report

“'The TCEQ is committed to accessibility. If you need assistance in accessing this document, please contact oce@treq.iexas.gov

Customer: RED CLIFF INC.
Customer Number: CN603734815

Regulated Entity Name: CLINT SANITARY SEWER LIFT STATION
FACILITIES
Regulated Entity Number: RN106011406

Investigation # 1936696 Incident Numbers
411100
Investigators NAOMI CASTRO Site Classification
Conducted: 10/13/2023 -- 10/13/2023 No Industry Code Assigned
Programis): AIRQUALITY NON PERMITTED
AIR NEW SOURCE PERMITS
Investigation Type: Compliance Investigation Location: IT IS ON THE SOUTH WEST CORNER OF
' ALAMEDA (STATE ROAD 20} AND FM ROAD 1110.
INCLINT TEXAS
Additional 1D(s):
Address:, Local Unit: CITY OF EL PASO LOCAL PROGRAM
2 Activity Type(s): AIRCOMPL -AIR CMPL - AIR
COMPLAINT INV
E ‘n » !( }.
Role Name
RESPONDENT RED CLIFFINC
ntact{s); )
Role Title, ‘ Name Phone
REGULATED GENERAL MANAGER MRJERRY GRIJALVA  Office  (915) 791-4480
ENTITY . X. 1100
CONTACT Office {915} 791-4486
REGULATED GENERAL MANAGER MRJERRY GRIJALVA  Office (915) 791-4486
ENTITY MAIL Office (915)791-4480
CONTACT X. 1100
QOther Staff Member({s):
Role Name
QA Reviewer ALMELERO
Supervisor ALMELERO

Inivestigator ROBERT GILLIAM
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Associated Check List
Checklist Name Unit Name
AIR COMPLAINT INVESTIGATION 106011406
Investigation Comments:
Introduction

On October13, 2023, Naomi Castro and Al Melero, Investigators with the City of El Paso Environmental Services,
Air Quality Program conducted an onsite ador complaint investigation the Clint Sanitary Sewer Lift Station
Facilities located on the corner of Alameda Ave. and FM Road 1110, Clint, Texas. The investigation was in
response to a complaint of a strong sewage odor emitting from lift station.

The focus of the complaint investigation was to-deterinine compliance with Texas Commission on Environmental
Quality {TECQ) Rules, specifically 3o TAC 101.4, General Nuisance Rules. Investigator Castro followed policies
and procedures as described in the TCWQ's Odor Complaint Investigation Procedures (September 18, 2007).

Daily Narrative
Investigation

On October 12, 2023, an e-mail was forwarded by the TCEQ of a complainant alleging a strong sewage odor
coming from a lift station, complainant states commercial entities are disposing waste at Jift station.

On October 13, 2023, Naomi Castro and Al Melero arrived at the site. The investigation began with surveillance of-
the perimeter, a strong sewage odor was detected in the area of the lift station. Investigators made contact with
Frank Almanza, Lower Valley Water District employee, Mr. Almanza stated that the lift station is receiviing about
15 sewage trucks on a daily basis. Sewage trucks are dropping off waste from septic tanks into a manhole at the lift
station, investigators witnessed a truck drop off sewage at the time of the investigation.

Conclusion

A strong sewage odor was detected in the area at the time of this invat‘igation. Investigators will contact
complainarnt to explain the situation and inform of action to be taken moving forward. A Notice of Violation will
be issued to Lower Valley Water District for causing a nuisance condition as defined in Title goof the Texas
Administrative Code (TAC), Chapter 101.4.

"The Local Air Quality Program has not received other odor complaints from this area,

Y

Additional Information
Notice of Violation

Failure to-comply with the general nuisance rule which states: A discharge of any source whatsoever of one or.
more air contaminants or combination thereof, in such concentration and such duration as are or-may tend-to be
injurious to or to adversely affect human health or welfare, animal life, vegetation, or property or as:to interfere
with the normal use and enjoyment of animal life, vegetation, or property.

On Octaber 13, 2023, the City of El Paso Environmental Services Department, Ajr Quality Program, conducted an
odor coniplaint investigation at the Clint Sanitary Sewer Lift Station Facilities located on the corner of Alameda
Ave.and FM Road 1110, Clint, Texas,

Recommended Action

Clint Sanitary Sewer Lift Station Facilities must take appropriate steps to mitigate odors from the sewage waste
that is being disposed of in manhole at the site.
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10/13/2023 Inv. # - 1936666

Pagezof3 ;
NOV Date 10/20/2023 Method  WRITTEN
QUTSTANDING ALLEGED VIGLATION(S)
ASSOCIATED TO A NOTICE OF VIOLATION
Track Number: 858065 Complianece Due Date: 11/20/2023

Violation Start Date: 10/13/2023

20 TAC Chapter 101.4

Alleged Violation:

investigation: 1936696 Comment Date: 10/17/2023

Failure to comply with the general nuisance rule which states: A discharge of any source whatsoever of ene or
more air contaminants or combination thereof, in such concentration and such duration asarc or may tend to be
injurious to or to adversely affect human health or welfare, animal life, vegetation, or property or as to interfere
with the normal use and enjoyment of animal life, vegetation, or praperty,

Recommended Corrective Action: Lower Valley Water District must take appropriate steps to mitigate
odors coming from the Clint Sanitary Sewer Lifi Station Facilities located on the corner of Alameda Ave. and FM
Road 1110, Clint, Texas,

En wmmmentai inveshg,atar

. y /0 5
Signed ' Date J fot f <
or s i

Supervisor ¢ 4
Attachments: (in order of final report submittal}
Enforcement Action Request (BEAR) o Maps, Plans, Sketches
%{’ Letter 1o Facility (specify type) %& M}%‘&v‘{ , ... Photographs
Inv;sngation Report .. Correspondence from the facility
_Sample Analysis Results ,ﬁi Other {specify) :
__Manifests L jxééi%ﬁl& Fo @iﬁ?‘%§%§%&;ﬁ,
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, EL PASO COUNTY,

Addltional ID(s):

Track No: 858965 Compliance Due Date: 11/20/2023
30 TAC Chapter 101.4

Alleged Violation:
Investigation: 1936696 Comment Date: 1071772023

Failura to comply with the general nuisance rule which states: A discharge of any source
whatsoever of one or more air contaminants or combination thereof, in such. concentration

and such duration as-are or may tend fo be injurious 1o or to advarsely affect human health or
welfare, animal fife, vegetation, or property ar as to interfere with the normal use and
enjoyment.of animal life, vegetation, or property.

Recommended Corrective Action: ‘Lower Valley Water District must take appropriate steps to
mitigate odors coming from the Clint Sanitary Sewer Lift Station Facilities located on the comer
of Alameda Ave. and FM Road 1110, Clint, Texas,
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Texas CoMMISSION ON ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY

L8, 0

IN THE MATTER OF AN § BEFORE THE
ENFORCEMENT ACTION s
CONCERNING
LOWER VALLEY WATER § TEXAS COMMISSION ON
DISTRICT §
RN101185676 § ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY
AGREED ORDER -
DOCKET NO. 2016-0641-PWS-E

Cn S_EP 0 b 20” , the Texas Commission on Environmental Quality ("the
Commission” or "TCEQ") considered this agreement of the parties, resolving an enforcement
action regarding Lower Valley Water District (the "Respondent”) under the authority of TEX.
HEALTH & SAFETY CODE ch. 341. The Execntive Director of the TCEQ, through the Enforcement
Division, and the Respondent presented this Order to the Commission.

The Respondent understands that it has certain procedural rights at certain points in the
enforcement process, including the right to formal notice of violations, notice of an evidentiary
hearing, the right to an evidentiary hearing, and a right to appeal. By entering into this Order,
the Respondent agrees to waive all notice and procedural rights.

It is further understood and agreed that this Order represents the complete and fully-integrated
agreement of the parties. The provisions of this Order are deemed severable and, if a court of
competent jurisdiction or other appropriate authority deems any provision of this Order
unenforceable, the remaining provisions shall be valid and enforceable. The duties and
responsibilities imposed by this Order are binding upon the Respondent.

The Commission makes the following Findings of Fact and Conclusions of Law:
L. FINDINGS OF FACT

1 The Respondent owns and operates a public water supply located at 8oo West Main
Street in Fabens, El Paso County, Texas (the "Facility™). The Facility provides water for
buman consumption, has approximately 55 service connections, and serves at least 25
people per day for at least 60 days per year. As such, the Facility is a public water system
as defined in 30 TRX. ADMIN. CODE § 290.38(69).

2, During a record review conducted on April 11, 2016 through April 29, 2016, TCEQ staff
documented that the Respondent did not to collect routine distribution water samples
for coliform analysis for the months of October 2015 through January 2016 and did not
provide public notification and submit a copy of the public notification to the Executive
Director regarding the failure to collect rountine distribution water samples for the
months of October and November 2015.
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During a record review conducted on April 11, 2016 through April 29, 2016, TCEQ staff
documented that the Respondent did not submit a Disinfectant Level Quarterly
Operating Report ("DLQOR"} to the Executive Director, each quarter by the tenth day of
the month following the end of the quarter for the fourt}i &uarter of 2015.

During a record review conducted on April 11, 2016 through April 29, 2016, TCEQ staff
documented that the Respondent did not collect lead and copper tap samples at the
required five sample sites, have the samples analyzed, and report the results to the
Executive Director for the January 1, 2013 through December 31, 2015 monitoring
period and did not provide public notification and submit a copy of the public
notification to the Ezecutive Director regarding the failure to collect lead and copper tap
samples for the January 1, 2013 through December 31, 2015 monitoring period.
Speci?cally, the Respondent only collected four of the five required lead and copper tap
samples.

During a record review conducted on April 11, 2016 thmngh April 29, 2016, TCEQ staff
documented that the Respondent did not mail consumer notification of lead iap water
monitoring results to persons served at the locations that were sampled and failed to
submit to the TCEQ a copy of the consumer notification and cexfifgati

consumer notification has been distributed to the persons served4t the locations in a
manner consistent with TCEQ requirements for the January 1, 2013 through December
31, 2015 monitoring period.

During a record review conducted on April 11, 2016 through April 29, 2016, TCEQ staff
documented that the Respondent did not provide the publicn -pﬁgv ation and snbmit a
copy of the public notification to the Executive Director zeiithe failure to comply
with the maximum contaminant level for total trihalomethanes ("TTHM") for the fourth
quarter of 2014 and the first, second and fourth quarters of 2015. Specifically, public
notifications were due April 13, 2015, June 22, 2015, August 19, 2015 and February 7,
2016 respectively, but were not provided.

The Executive Director recognizes that by July 13, 2016, the Respondent began
submitting DLQORSs to the Executive Director each quarterby the tenth day of the
month following the end of the quarter. ;

IL. CONCLUSIONS OF LAW

As evidenced by Finding of Fact No. 1, the Respondent is subject to the jurisdiction of the
TCEQ pursuant to TEX. HEALTH & SAFETY CODE ch. 341 and the rules of the TCEQ.

As evidenced by Finding of Fact No. 2, the Respondent failed to collect routine
distribution water samples for coliform analysis and failed to provide public notification
and submit a copy of the public notification to the Executive Director regarding the
failure to collect routine distribution water samples, in violation of 30 TEX. ADMIN. CODE
§§ 200.109(c)(2)(A)() and 290.122(c)(2)(A) and (f) and TeX. HEALTH & SAFETY CODE

§341.033(d).
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As evidenced by Finding of Fact No. 3, the Respondent failed to submit a DLQOR to the
Executive Director each quarter by the tenth day of the month following the end of the
quarter, in violation of 30 TEX. ADMIN. CODE § 290.110{e)(4)(A) and (f)(3).

As evidenced by Finding of Fact No. 4, the Respondent failed to collect lead and copper
tap samples at the required five sample sites, have the samples analyzed, and report the
resulis to the Executive Director and failed o provide public notification and submit a
copy of the public notification to the Executive Director regarding the failure to collect
lead and copper tap samples, in violation of 30 TEX. ADMIN. CODE §§ 290.117{c)(2)(C)
and (i)(1) and 290.122(c)(2)(A) and (f).

As evidenced by Finding of Fact No. 5, the Respondent failed to mail consumer
notification of lead tap water monitoring results to persons served at the locations that
were sampled and failed to submit to the TCEQ a copy of the consumer notification and
certification that the consumer notifieation has heen distributed to the persons served at
the locations in a manner consistent with TCEQ requirements, in violation of 30 TEX.
ADMIN. CODE § 290.117(1)(6) and ().

As evidenced by Finding of Fact No. 6, the Respondent failed to provide the public
notification and submit a copy of the publie notification to the Executive Director
regarding the failure to comply with the maximum contaminant level for TTHM, in
violation of 30 TEX. ADMIN. CODE § 290.122(b)(3)(A) and (). -

Pursuant to TEX. HEALTH & SAFETY CODE § 341.049(2), the TCEQ has the authority to
assess an administrative penalty against the Respondent for violations of state statutes
within the TCEQ's jurisdiction, for violations of rules adepted under such statutes, or for
violations of orders or permits issned under such statutes.

An administrative penalty in the amount of $4,176 is justified by the facts recited in this
Order, and considered in light of the factors set forth in TEX. HEALTH & SAFETY CODE
§341.049(b). Pursuant to TEX. WATER CODE § 7.067, $4,176 of the pepalty shall be
conditionally offset by the Respondent’s timely and satisfactory completion of a
Supplemental Environmental Project ("SEP™) a3 defined in the attached SEP Agreement
("Attachment A" - incorporated herein by reference). The Respondent’s obligation 1o pay
the conditionally offset portion of the penalty shall be discharged upon full compliance
with all the terms and conditions of this Order, which includes the timely and
satisfactory completion of all provisions of the SEP Agreement, as determined by the
Executive Director.

IIL. ORDERING PROVISIONS

ng, THEREFORE, THE TEXAS COMMISSION ON ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY ORDERS
s

1

The Respondent is assessed a penalty as set forth in Conclusion of Law No. 8 for
violations of state statutes and rules of the TCEQ. The payment of this penalty and the
Respondent’s compliance with all the requirements set forth in this Order resolve only
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the matters set forth by this Order in this action, The Commission shall not be
constrained in any manner from requiring corrective actions or penalties for violations
that are not raised here. Penalty payments shall be made payable to "TCEQ" and shall be
sent with the notation "Re: Lower Valley Water District, Docket No. 2016-0641-PWS-E"
to:

Financial Administration Division, Revenue Operations Section
Attention: Cashier's Office, MC 214

Texas Commission on Environmental Quality

P.0. Box 13088

Austin, Texas 78711-3088

The Respondent shall implement and complete an SEP as set forth in Section IT,
Paragraph 8. The amount of $4,176 of the assessed penalty is conditionally offset based
on the Respondent’s implementation and completion of the SEP pursuant to the terms of
the SEP Agreement, as defined in Attachment A. Penalty payments for any portion of
the SEP deemed by the Executive Director as not complete shall be paid within 30 days
after the date the Executive Director demands payment.

The Respondent shall undertake the following technical requirements:
a. Within 30 days after the effective date of this Order:

i Begin complying with applicable coliform monitoring requirements by
condueting routine coliform monitoring and providing water that meets
the provisions regarding microbial contaminants, in accordance with
30 TEX. ADMIN. CODE § 290.109. This provision will be satisfied upon six
months of compliant monitoring and reporting;

il Update the Facility’s operational guidance and conduct employee training
o ensure that self-reporting requirements are properly accomplished,
including the timely submission of signed and certified DLQORs, in
accordance with 30 TEX. ADMIN. CODE § 290.110;

fii.  Begin complying with applicable lead and copper monitoring
requirements by collecting the required number of lead and copper tap
samples, having the samples analyzed, and reporting the results to the
Executive Director within ten days of the month following the end of the
monitoring period, in accordance with 30 TEX. ADMIN, CODE
§ 290.117. This provision will be satisfied upon one compliant annual
monitoring period;

iv.  Implement improvements to the Facility’s process procedures, guidance,
training, and/or oversight to ensure that all future lead and copper tap
samples are collected, analyzed, and the resulis are reported to the
Executive Director within ten days following the end of each monitoring
period, in accordance with 30 TEX. ADMIN. CODE § 290.117;
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V. Provide consumer notification of lead tap water monitoring results to
persons served at all sites (taps) that were tested for the most recent
monitoring period in which lead samples were collected, and mail to the
Executive Director to the addresses listed in Ordering Provision No. 3.d a
sample copy of the consumer notification and certification that consumer
notification was distributed, in accordance with 30 TeX. ADMIN, CODE

§ 290.117;

vi, Implement procedures to ensure that all necessary public notifications are
provided in a timely manner to persons served by the Faeility and a copy
of the public notification is submitted to the Executive Director, in
accordance with 30 TEX, ADMIN. CODE § 290.122; and

vii.  Provide public notifications regarding the failure to comply with the
maximum contaminant level for TTHM for the fourth guarter of 2014 and
the first, second and fourth quarters of 2015, the failure to collect routine
distribution water samples for the months of October and November
2015, and the failure to collect lead and copper tap samples for the
January 1, 2013 through December 31, 2015 monitoring period, and
provide a copy of the public notifications to the Executive Director, in
accordance with 30 TEX. ADMIN. CODE § 290.122.

Within 45 days after the effective date of this Order, submit written certification
as described in Ordering Provision No. 3.d below, and include detailed
supporting documentation including photographs, receipts, and/or other records
to demonstrate compliance with Ordering Provision Nos, 3.a.ii and 3.a.iv through
3d.a.vi;

Within 225 days after the effective date of this Order, submit written certification
as described in Ordering Provision No. 3.d below, and include detailed
supporting decumentation including photographs, receipts, and/or other records
to demonstrate compliance with Ordering Provision No. 3.a.i; and

Within 410 days after the effective date of this Order, submit written certification
as described below, and include detailed supporting documentation including
photographs, receipts, and/or other records to demonstrate compliance with
Ordering Provision No. 3.a.iff. The certification shall be signed by the
Respondent and shall include the following certification language:

"1 certify under penalty of law that I have personally examined and
am familiar with the information submitted and all attached
documents, and that based on my inquiry of those individuals
immediately responsible for obtaining the information, I believe
that the submitted information is true, accurate and complete, I
am aware that there are significant penalties for submitting false
information, including the possibility of fines and imprisonment
for knowing violations."
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10.

The certification shall be submitted to:

Order Compliance Team

Enforcement Division, MC 140A

Texas Commission on Environmental Quality
P.0. Box 13087

Austin, Texas 78711-3087

with 2 copy to:

Public Drinking Water Section

Water Supply Division, MC 155

Texas Commission on Environmental Quality
P.O. Box 13087

Austin, Texas 78711-3087

Al relief not expressly granted in this Order is denied.

The duties and provisions imposed by this Order shall apply to and be binding upon the
Respondent. The Respondent is ordered to give notice of this Order to personne] who
maintain day-to-day control over the Facility operations referenced in this Order.

The Executive Director may grant an extension of any deadline in this Order or in any
plan, report, or other document submitted pursuant to this Order, upon a written and
substantiated showing of good cause. All requests for extensions by the Respondent
shall be made in writing to the Executive Director. Extensions are not effective until the
Respondent receives written approval from the Executive Director. The determination
of what constitutes good cause rests solely with the Executive Director. Extension
requests shall be sent to the Order Compliance Team at the address listed above.

The Executive Director may, without further notice or hearing, refer this matter to the
Office of the Attorney General of the State of Texas ("OAG") for further enforcement
proceedings if the Executive Director determines that the Respondent has not complied
with one or more of the terms in this Order.

This Order shall terminate five years from its effective date or upon compliance with all
the terms and conditions set forth in this Order, whichever is later.

This Order, issned by the Commission, shall not be admissible against the Respondent in
a civil proceeding, unless the proceeding is brought by the OAG to: (1) enforce the terms
of this Order; or (2) pursue violations of a statute within the Commission's jurisdiction,
or of a rule adopted or an order or permit issued by the Commission under such a
statute, .

This Order may be executed in separate and multiple counterparts, which together shall
constitute a single instrument, Any page of this Order may be copied, scanned, digitized,
converted to elecironic portable document format ("pdf™), or otherwise reproduced and
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may be transmitted by digital or electronic transmission, including but not limited to
facsimile transmission and electronic mail. Any signature affixed to this Order shall
constitute an original signature for all purposes and may be used, filed, substituted, or
issued for any purpose for which an original signature could be used. The term
"signature” shall include manual signatures and frue and aceurate reproductions of
manual signatures ereated, executed, endorsed, adopted, or authorized by the person or
persons to whom the signatures are attributable. Signatures may be copied or
reproduced digitally, electronically, by photocopying, engraving, imprinting,
lithographing, electronic mail, facsimile transmission, stamping, or any other means or
process which the Executive Director deems acceptable. In this paragraph exclusively,
the terms: electronic transmission, owner, person, writing, and written, shall have the
meanings assigned to them under TEX. BUs. ORG. CODE § 1.002.

The effective date of this Order is the date it is signed by the Commission. A copy of this
fully executed Order shall be provided to each of the parties.
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SIGNATURE PAGE

TEXAS COMMISSION ON ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY

> L P~AC Y/ E
or the ission Date

2Gna= Mrous__ (o~ F2¢ |-
For the Executive Director / Date

I, the undersigned, have read and understand the attached Order. I am anthorized to agree to
the attached Order, and I do agree to the terms and conditions specified therein, I further
acknowledge that the TCEQ, in accepting payment for the penalty amount, is materially relying
on such representation.

T also understand that failure to comply with the Ordering Provisions, if any, in this order
and/or failure to timely pay the penalty amount, may result in:

. A negative impact on compliance history;

° Greater scrutiny of any permit applications submitted;

° Referral of this case to the Attorney General's Office for contempt, injunctive relief,
additional penalties, and/or attorney fees, or to a collection agency;

° Increased penalties in any future enforcement actions;

. Auéomatic referral to the Attorney General's Office of any future enforcement actions;
an

° TCEQ seeking other relief as authorized by law.

In addition, any falsification of: any compliance documents may result in eriminal prosecution.

2/21/1%

Date

Al et W} MM@@W

Name (Printed or
Authorized Representative of
Lower Valley Water District

Instructions: Send the original, signed Order with penalty payment to the Financial Administration Division,
Revenue Operations Section at the address in Section IIT, Paragraph 1 of this Order.

00 ¥mailing address has changed, please check this box and provide the new address below:




Attachment A
Docket Number: 2016-0641-PWS-E
SUPPLEMENTAL ENVIRONMENTAL PROJECT

Respondent: Lower Valley Water District

Payable Penalty Amount: $4,176

SEP Offset Amount: $4,176

Type of SEP: Contribution to a Third-Party Pre-Approved SEP

Third-Party Administrator: | Texas Water Development Board

. . Water-Level Recorder Data in Every Texas
Project Name: Count

Location of SEP: Statewide, with Preference for El Paso County

The Texas Commission on Environmental Quality (“TCEQ”) agrees to offset the
administrative penalty amount assessed in this Agreed Order for the Respondent to ,
contribute to a Supplemental Environmental Project (“SEP”). The offset is equal to the
SEP Offset Amount set forth above and is conditioned upon completion of the project in
accordance with the terms of this Attachment A.

1, Project Description
a. Project

The Respondent shall contribute the SEP Offset Amount to the Third-Party
Administrator named above. The contribution will be to the Texas Water
Development Board for the Water-Level Recorder Data in Every Texas County
project. The contribution will be used in accordance with the SEP between the Third-
Party Administrator and the TCEQ (the “Project”). Specifically, the SEP Offset Amount
will be used to purchase, install, and maintain automatic water-level recorders in unused
wells in the remaining one hundred sixty-six (166) counties. The Third-Party
Administrator shall give preference to installing water-level recorders initially in counties
in which there are 1) no existing automatic water-level recorder wells, 2) no groundwater
conservation district, or 3) groundwater conservation districts that do not have the staff
and/or the financial ability to install an automatic water-level recorder. The SEP will be
done in accordance with all federal, state, and local environmental laws and regulations.

All dellars contributed will be used solely for the direct cost of implementing the Project,
Including, but not limited to supplies, materials, and equipment. Any portion of this
contribution that is not spent on the specifically identified SEP may, at the discretion of
the Executive Director (“ED"), be applied to another pre-approved SEP,

Pageiof4
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The Respondent's signature affixed to this Agreed Order certifies that the Respondent
has no prior commitment to make this contribution and that it is being contributed solely
in an effort to settle this enforcement action. The Respondent shall not profit in any
manner from this SEP,

b. Environmental Benefit

The groundwater stored within Texas’ minor and major aquifers is an important natural
resource that is relied upon to meet the water supply demands of Texans across the state.
Many factors affect the availability of this resource including drought and increased
demand. This Project will provide statewide comprehensive real-time groundwater level
data to Texas counties, cities, groundwater conservation districts, water supply
companies, and individual well owners. The availability of this comprehensive data will
promote awareness of the effects of drought on Texas’ aquifers and assist in groundwater
management planning and use throughout the state.

c. Minimum Expenditure

The Respondent shall contribute at least the SEP Offset Amount to the Third-Party
Administrator and comply with all other provisions of this SEP.

2. Performance Schedule

Within 30 days after the effective date of this Agreed Order, the Respondent must
contribute the SEP Offset Amount to the Third-Party Administrator. The Respondent
shall make the check payable to Texas Water Development Board SEP and shall
mail the contribution with a copy of the Agreed Order ta:

Texas Water Development Board
Attention: Manager
Groundwater Monitoring Section
P,0. Box 13231

Austin, Texas 78711-3231

3.  Records and Reporting
Concurrent with the payment of the SEP Offset Amount, the Respondent shall provide
the Enforcement SEP Coordinator with a copy of the check and transmittal letter

indicating full payment of the SEP Offset Amount to the Third-Party Administrator. The
Respondent shall mail a copy of the check and transmittal letter to:

Page20of 4
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Texas Commission on Environmental Quality
Enforcement Division

Attention: SEP Coordinator, MC 219

P.0. Box 13087

Austin, Texas 78711-3087

4. _Failure to Fully Perform

If the Respondent does not perform its obligations under this Attachment A, including
full expenditure of the SEP Offset Amount and submittal of the required reporting
described in Sections 2 and g abave, the ED may require immediate payment of all or
part of the SEP Offset Amount.

In the event the ED determines that the Respondent failed to fully implement and
complete the Project, the Respondent shall remit payment for all or a portion of the SEP
Offset Amount, as determined by the ED, and as set forth in the attached Agreed Order.
After receiving notice of failure to complete the SEP, the Respondent shall include the
docket number of the attached Agreed Order and a note that the enclosed payment is for
the reimbursement of a SEP, shall make the check payable to “Texas Commission on
Environmental Quality,” and shall mail it to:

Texas Commission on Environmental Quality
Litigation Division

Attention: SEP Coordinator, MC 175

P.O. Box 13087

Austin, Texas 78711-3087

5.  Publicity

Any public statements concerning this SEP and/or project, made by or on behalf of the
Respondent must include a clear statement that the project was performed as part
of the setilement of an enforcement action brought by the TCEQ. Such
statements include advertising, public relations, and press releases.

6. Recognition

The Respondent may not seek recognition for this contribution in any other state or
federal regulatory program. _
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7.  Other SEPs by TCEQ or Other Agencies

The SEP Offset Amount identified in this Attachment A and in the attached Agreed Order
has not been, and shall not be, included as a SEP for the Respondent under any other
Agreed Order negotiated with the TCEQ or any other agency of the state or federal
government,

Page 4 0f 4




Bryan W, Bhaw, Ph.D,, P.E,, Chairman
Toby Baker, Commissioner
Jon Niermann, Commissioner

U Richard A. Hyde, P.E,, Executiva Director

TExAS COMMISSION ON ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY
Protecting Texas by Reducing and Preventing Poltution

September 12, 2017

FIRST CLASS MATL

Jack Alayyan, General Manager
Rosalinda Vigil, President
Lower Valley Water District
1557 Farm-to-Market Road 1110
Clint, Texas 790836

RE: Lower Valley Water Distriet .
TCEQ Docket No. 2016-0641-PWS-E; Registration No. 0710095
Agreed Order Assessing Adminisirative Penalties and Requiring Certain Actions

Enclosed is a copy of an order issued by the Commission.

~/ Questions regarding the order should be directed to the Texas Commission on
Environmental Quality’s Enforcement Division at (512) 239-2545 or the Litigation
Division at (512) 239-3400. I there are questions pertaining fo the mailing of the order,
then please contact Leslie Gann of the Office of the Chief Clerk at (512) 239-3319.

Sincerely,

‘&ua(g,a‘ (Lol

Bridget C. Bohac
Chief Clerk

BCB/Ig
Enclosure

ce:  Ryan Byer, Enforcement Coordinator, TCEQ Enforcement Division
_ Stuart Beckley, SEP Coordinator, TCEQ Enforcement Division

P.0, Box 13087 *_Austin, Texas 78711-3087 ¢ 512-239-1000 < teeq.texas,gov_

How Is our customer service?  tceq.texas.gov/customersurvey
yloted om recysled paper

T~

R



TCEQ Formulario de Registro

LETRA IMPRESA POR FAVOR
Nombre: @l (\ilﬁ?\‘{; Q &@\\”i C)q €e
Direccién Postal : PO Kok 365i

Direccién domiciliaria (si es diferente): _ | 013 (?’ka B L)

Cuidad/Estado: <Q(i ‘WV}b ‘ __ Cédigo Postal: __ 79 853 ¥

**Fsta informacion estd sujeta a divulgacion publica bajo la Ley de Informacion Publica de Texas. **
Correo Electrénico: ¢ '

Teléfono: ( Als ) AdY-390°%

o ;Esti usted representando a una municipalidad, legislador, agencia o grupo? [#'Si [JNo

Si si, gjcual? X f&}) Zn>o

B Por favor agrégueme a la lista de correo.
E/ Deseo proporcionar COMENTARIOS ORALES formales en la reunion publica de esta noche.

0 Deseo proporcionar COMENTARIOS POR ESCRITO formales en la reunion publica de esta

noche.

(Comentarios por escrito pueden ser sometidos en cualquier momento durante la reunion)

Favor de entregar este formulario a la persona en la mesa de informacion. Gracias.




|
TCEQ Formulario de Registro O

LETRA IMWR FAVOR
Nombre: é@ﬁ;ﬁ . ;(j‘r VAL /I

o

Direccién Postal : Vp : 6 //’?) QY {;Z é 5 /

Direccién domiciliaria (si es diferente): __//2 /73 @a L{ Z Do/

. e o o 7555

**Esta informacion estd sujeta a divulgacion publica bajo la Ley de Informacion Publica de Texas. **

Correo Electronico:

Teléfono: ( 9’/5 ) <) <‘>?/ ,Y?/y

e ,;Esta usted representando a una municipalidad, legislador, agencia o grupo? []Si Bﬁ

Si si, ¢cudl?

] Por favor agrégueme a la lista de correo.

B// Deseo proporcionar COMENTARIOS ORALES formales en la reunion publica de esta noche.

Deseo proporcionar COMENTARIOS POR ESCRITO formales en la reunién piblica de esta

noche.

(Comentarios por escrito pueden ser sometidos en cualquier momento durante la reunion)

o/

Favor de entregar este formulario a la persona en la mesa de informacion. Gracias.






