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ATTACHMENT A 
 

 
SpaceX representation of distance between facility & Requestors’ activities (SpaceX Application “Tech Package” 

(09/11/24), available at https://www.tceq.texas.gov/permitting/wastewater/pending-permits/tpdes-applications) 
 

https://www.tceq.texas.gov/permitting/wastewater/pending-permits/tpdes-applications


 

 
Distance from SpaceX facility to public beach: 0.46 miles (google maps) 

 

 
Streetview of beach entrance 0.46 miles from SpaceX facility (google maps) 



 

 
Distance from SpaceX facility to the mouth of the Rio Grande: 2 miles (google maps) 

 

 
Distance from SpaceX facility to the nearest wildlife refuge: 0.67 miles (left - U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service website; 

right - google maps) 
 





DECLARATION OF CHRISTOPHER BASALDÚ BEFORE THE TEXAS COMMISSION ON 
ENVIRONMENTAL EQUALITY 

 

1.  My name is Christopher Basaldú. My date of birth is June 18, 1972. I live in the City of 
Brownsville, TX. 

2. I grew up in Brownsville. I moved away in late 1987, and returned in 2017. I am a founding 
member of the South Texas Environmental Justice Network, an organization dedicated to environmental 
conservation and environmental justice work in South Texas’ Rio Grande Valley (STEJN, established 
2020). I am also a member of the Esto’k Gna (i.e. Carrizo/Comecrudo Tribe of Texas); to our People, 
Boca Chica Beach is a sacred site.  

3. As a child, I went to the beach on occasion with my family. Nowadays, I visit Boca Chica Beach 
between six and eight times a year. I like to visit the beach to see the ocean, to be near the water, to swim, 
and more importantly to make prayers and offerings and participate in memory as my ancestors have done 
for many millennia. As part of my environmental justice advocacy work, I also lead educational trips to 
the beach for journalists, tribe members, and other interested parties. As a member of the Esto’k Gna, I go 
to the beach to purify myself in the water, which is an important part of our tradition. According to the 
Esto’k Gna Creation Story, human life began on this very beach, at the mouth of the Rio Grande. No 
matter the reason for my visit, I always make  an offering to honor the sacredness of this space. 

4. SpaceX activity has greatly diminished my enjoyment of Boca Chica Beach and the surrounding 
area. As a kid, I remember there being very little infrastructure around the beach. The road leading there 
was like a paradise to me, with vast green spaces, shallow bays, and an abundance of birds. At night, you 
could sit on the beach and see all the stars in the sky. SpaceX has destroyed all of this. They built their 
facility right next to the road, with no buffer, with their rocket launch pad practically on the beach. That 
otherworldly feeling of being one with nature and the clear night sky is gone. SpaceX’s presence in this 
sacred space feels like an assault on Mother Nature, my Spirit, and my People. 

5. I am concerned about the affect SpaceX’s air and water pollution will have on me and others who 
frequent this area. Because of SpaceX, we now have to deal with pollution and health concerns like we 
never did before. I am also concerned about the impact this pollution will have on the plants and animals 
at Boca Chica Beach and the surrounding wetlands. As a member of the Esto’k Gna, I consider it my 
sacred responsibility to protect all life that flourishes here, including plants and animals. 

6.  I can feel the impact of SpaceX rocket launches from my home in Brownsville. More than once 
now, I woke up to the sound of a massive rumbling and trembling, and my home shaking due to launches. 
The first disastrous launch of Starship Superheavy caused so much debris over so wide of an area that I 
could hear the pattering of debris falling on my roof, like pebbles. 

I declare under penalty of perjury that the foregoing is true and correct. Executed on 31 January, 2025. 

Signed, 

 

Christopher Basaldú 

Docusign Envelope ID: 3E341741-E98C-4CAF-A994-03631E883C8E





DECLARATION OF EMMA GUEVARA BEFORE THE TEXAS COMMISSION ON 
ENVIRONMENTAL EQUALITY 

 

1.  My name is Emma Guevara. My date of birth is 05/24/1998. I live in the City of Austin, TX. 

2.  I am from Brownsville. TX. Growing up, I went to Boca Chica Beach often with my family. 
From July 2021-May 2024, I was a staff member of the Sierra Club, which took me to the beach about 
once a month to show reporters and other interested parties. In September 2023 I moved to Austin. I 
return to Brownsville often to visit family, and I try to go to the beach each time I visit. 

3. SpaceX has severely limited my access to Boca Chica Beach. When I was working with the 
Sierra Club, I was denied entry to the beach about half the times I tried to visit (at least 5 times total). This 
had a negative impact on my work. Sometimes I received a text message to let me know that the beach 
was closed, but other times my car was simply turned back on my way to the beach. SpaceX claims that 
they post online when the beach will be closed, but I have not found this to be accurate. Although I try to 
go to the beach every time I visit Brownsville, I have found that it’s often closed. In the past year, I have 
been to the beach about twice. On one instance when I was denied entry, I was there with family to scatter 
my uncle’s ashes on the beach. We had to scatter his ashes on the other side of the jetty instead. Access to 
the beach has also been inhibited by SpaceX tourists who crowd the area around the beach and camp 
outside the SpaceX facility. I would definitely visit Boca Chica Beach more often if not for SpaceX. 

5. Boca Chica Beach and the surrounding wetlands used to be the last untouched piece of coastline 
in Texas. In 2018 I first noticed the serious effects of SpaceX on this environment. By 2020, the area was 
unrecognizable. The land has been decimated to make way for SpaceX. I fear that the light pollution, 
noise, and industrial waste from the facility must have a negative impact on wildlife. The lights at the 
facility are on nearly 24/7. I have noticed fewer birds on the drive out to the beach, specifically Piping 
Plover. I am also concerned about the wastewater being discharged from the facility into the wetlands. 
Sometimes when the beach is closed, I go visit the nature refuge or another spot on the coast instead, 
however my enjoyment of these natural spaces is diminished because you can see the SpaceX facility 
from everywhere. Because of SpaceX, every time I go to the beach, I enjoy it less. 

7.  Before moving to Austin last year, I could see and hear SpaceX rocket launches from my 
apartment in Brownsville. 

I declare under penalty of perjury that the foregoing is true and correct. Executed on 01/30/2025. 

 

 

Emma Guevara 
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