
From: Katherine Herrmann
To: Kelly Keel; Phillip Ledbetter; Eli Martinez; Ryan Vise; Calen Roome; David Greer; Steven Schar; Kristi Mills-Jurach
Subject: Support for Petition for Adoption of a Rule
Date: Tuesday, June 9, 2026 9:28:29 PM

﻿Dear TCEQ Staff,

I am writing to respectfully urge you to recommend granting the Petition for Adoption of a Rule
currently before the Commission.

Someone I care about has a five-year-old daughter who attends school directly next to the concrete
batch plant that is the subject of this Petition. This child has a pulmonary condition, making her
especially vulnerable to the dust, particulate matter, and emissions generated by this facility. Knowing
that a child I love is being exposed to these health risks on a daily basis, and that her family has no
meaningful avenue to bring these concerns before the Commission, is deeply troubling.

The current regulatory framework does not provide communities with an effective pathway to bring
evidence of permit violations and serious compliance issues before the Commission. Granting this
Petition would address the urgent concerns of this Houston community while establishing a vital tool for
neighborhoods across Texas facing similar challenges.

I respectfully ask that you recommend approval of this Petition to the Commissioners. Thank you for
your time and thoughtful consideration.

Sincerely, Katie Herrmann 
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From: Joy Irvin
To: Kelly Keel
Subject: Support for Petition for Adoption of a Rule
Date: Tuesday, June 9, 2026 9:26:21 PM

Subject: Support for Petition for Adoption of a Rule

Dear TCEQ Staff,

I am writing to respectfully urge you to recommend granting the Petition for Adoption of a Rule
currently before the Commission.

Someone I care about has a five-year-old daughter who attends school directly next to the concrete
batch plant that is the subject of this Petition. This child has a pulmonary condition, making her
especially vulnerable to the dust, particulate matter, and emissions generated by this facility. Knowing
that a child I love is being exposed to these health risks on a daily basis, and that her family has no
meaningful avenue to bring these concerns before the Commission, is deeply troubling.

The current regulatory framework does not provide communities with an effective pathway to bring
evidence of permit violations and serious compliance issues before the Commission. Granting this
Petition would address the urgent concerns of this Houston community while establishing a vital tool for
neighborhoods across Texas facing similar challenges.

I respectfully ask that you recommend approval of this Petition to the Commissioners. Thank you for
your time and thoughtful consideration.

Sincerely,

Joy Irvin
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From: Aileen McGowan
To: Steven Schar
Cc: Aileen McGowan
Subject: Re: Support for the Petition for Adoption of a Rule under 30 Tex. Admin. Code § 20.
Date: Tuesday, June 9, 2026 4:54:24 AM

﻿
﻿
Good afternoon

I am writing as a grandmother and former educator to ask that you recommend granting the
Petition for Adoption of a Rule under 30 Tex. Admin. Code § 20.15.

I dedicated my career to helping children learn and thrive in safe environments. As a
grandmother, I believe our children deserve the same care and consideration when decisions
are made that affect their health and well-being.

My grandchildren attend school next to a concrete batch plant. As I've learned more about
how that facility was permitted, I have become deeply concerned that inaccurate information
was used to avoid the public scrutiny that should have occurred before an industrial facility
was placed next to schools and young children.

What troubles me most is that there is currently no meaningful process for the public to ask
the Commission to review a permit once those problems are discovered.

That simply doesn't seem right.

No permit should be beyond review when it was obtained based on inaccurate information.
Texans deserve a fair process to bring serious concerns to the Commission's attention when
they come to light.

I have watched my daughter and many other parents spend countless hours trying to
understand how this facility came to be located next to schools. They are not asking for special
treatment. They are simply asking for accountability, transparency, and a fair process.

This Petition is not just about one school or one community. It would help protect families and
communities across Texas by ensuring that permits can be reviewed when significant issues
are uncovered after they are issued.

As a grandmother I believe transparency, accountability, and common sense should guide
decisions that affect our children and grandchildren.

I respectfully ask that you recommend granting this Petition.

Thank you for your time and consideration.

mailto:aileenmcgowan@hotmail.co.uk
mailto:Steven.Schar@Tceq.Texas.Gov
mailto:aileenmcgowan@hotmail.co.uk


Sincerely, 
Aileen McGowan

Sent from my iPhone



From: Kendra Pryor
To: Kelly Keel; Kristi Mills-Jurach; Phillip Ledbetter; Eli Martinez; Ryan Vise; Calen Roome; David Greer; Steven Schar
Subject: Petition for Adoption of a Rule under 30 Tex. Admin. Code § 20.15
Date: Tuesday, June 9, 2026 9:41:58 AM

﻿
﻿All,

I am writing as a mother and resident of Texas to ask that you recommend granting the
recently filed Petition for Adoption of a Rule under 30 Tex. Admin. Code § 20.15.

This issue is personal for me. Every day I send my children to school next to a concrete batch
plant. Three-year-olds, preschoolers, and elementary school children spend their days learning
and playing just feet away from a heavy industrial operation.  My child in particular has
suffered from severe neutropenia requiring daily shots and yearly bone marrow biopsies.
 If she gets sick, we end up spending a minimum of 48 hours in the hospital.

As I've learned more about how this plant ended up there, I've become increasingly concerned
by a glaring gap in the rules.

The facts are straightforward. Inaccurate information was provided to TCEQ during the
permitting process for the plant next to my daughter's school, including maps that did not
accurately show what was around the site. Those inaccuracies allowed the company to obtain
a "temporary" permit and avoid the public meeting and scrutiny that should have occurred
before a plant was placed next to schools and young children.

This leads me to the issue at hand: there is currently no meaningful process for the public to
bring those issues to the Commission after they are discovered.

That simply doesn't make sense.

If someone obtains a permit based on inaccurate or misleading information, there should be a
way for the Commission to review that permit once the truth comes to light. That is not an
environmental issue. It is not a political issue. It is a basic issue of fairness and common sense.

The current system creates the opposite result. A company can submit inaccurate information,
obtain a permit, wait to construct or operate until challenge deadlines have passed, and then
move forward while the affected community is left with no meaningful recourse. Whether that
happens in Houston or anywhere else in Texas, the outcome is the same: the people most
affected are shut out of the process.
For my family, this is not an abstract policy discussion. It is something we live with every day.

Air quality sensors installed at my daughter's school have repeatedly recorded elevated
readings and have on multiple occasions reached levels classified as hazardous. Some readings
have exceeded 1,900 AQI.

To put that in perspective, many people in Texas receive alerts on their phones when air
quality approaches an AQI of 100. Meanwhile, children are attending school next to a facility
where nearby monitoring has on multiple occasions recorded readings approaching twenty
times that level. As a parent, that is both frightening and unacceptable.
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There has also been at least one reportable emissions incident involving the facility.
Thankfully, it occurred overnight when children were not outside. I often think about how
different that situation could have been had it occurred during school hours while children
were on playgrounds, athletic fields, or walking between buildings. No parent should have to
think about those possibilities when sending their child to school.

What makes this especially difficult to accept is that this situation was avoidable. Had accurate
information been provided and the rules been followed, this facility would have faced a very
different review process. Instead, our community was denied the opportunity to fully
understand and challenge what was being proposed until it was too late.

The purpose of this Petition is not simply to address what happened here. It is to make sure it
cannot happen again. No permit should be beyond review when it was obtained based on
inaccurate information. Allowing a permit to remain insulated from review simply because the
problem was discovered after procedural deadlines expired is contrary to basic fairness, basic
accountability, and frankly, basic common sense.

This rule is not just about our community. It is about protecting every Texas community from
finding itself in the same position. If a permit was obtained based on information that was
incomplete, inaccurate, or misleading, there should be a process to bring that to the
Commission's attention and ask for review.
As a parent, I find it deeply unsettling that young children are now attending school next to
this facility and that families are left wondering whether this could have been prevented had
accurate information been provided from the beginning.

This Petition asks for something very simple: a fair process, accountability, and a way to
ensure that the rules apply equally to everyone.
I respectfully ask that you recommend granting the Petition and allow this rulemaking effort to
move forward.

Thank you for your time and consideration.

Sincerely,

Kendra Pryor


