
Key Milestones for Public Participation in the TCEQ Permitting Process  
 

This flowchart shows the general path of an environmental permit application, as well as how and when the public can 
participate.  (Does NOT apply to General Permits, Standard Permits, or Air Title V) 
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Public Opportunity to: 
• Get added to mailing list. 
• Provide comments – extends until the 

close of the comment period. 
• Request a public meeting – extends until 

the close of the comment period. 
• Request a contested case hearing – 

extends to 30 days after the mailing of 
Response to Comments (RTC) and 
preliminary decision letter, except for 
minor air applications as described below. 

• Request reconsideration of Executive 
Director’s (ED) decision. 
 

• Applications for Air Minor Sources: If a 
hearing request is received within 30 days 
of NORI issuance, the opportunity to 
request a hearing is extended to 30 days 
after the mailing of RTC and preliminary 
decision letter. If no hearing request is 
received within 30 days of NORI issuance, 
there is no further opportunity to request 
a hearing. 

Commissioners’ Agenda Meeting: 
• Public may attend in person or view virtually. 
• Notice of meeting posted on TCEQ website and 

mailed to those on mailing list. 
• Commission may refer the application to the 

State Office of Administrative Hearings (SOAH). 
SOAH will hold a hearing and return a proposal 
for decision for Commission consideration at a 
later agenda meeting. 

• Motion for rehearing of a Commission decision 
is available.  

Filing of Application 
Administrative Review  
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Public Opportunity to: 
• Request a contested case hearing – extends 

for thirty days.  
• Request reconsideration of ED’s decision. 

 

If no requests for hearing or 
reconsideration are filed once the ED 
makes a decision on the permit, 
opportunity to: 

• File a motion to overturn ED’s decision. 
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and Preliminary 
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on Application 

http://www.tceq.texas.gov/publications

