
   
 

 
 

 
 
 

      March 09, 2026 
  
Ms. Brandy Brooks, Deputy Director  
Monitoring Division (MC 165) 
Texas Commission on Environmental Quality  
P.O. Box 13087  
Austin, Texas  78711-3087 
  
Dear Ms. Brooks:  
  
Thank you for your correspondence from the Texas Commission on Environmental Quality (TCEQ) 
submitting the Texas 2025 Annual Monitoring Network Plan (AMNP) for ambient air, received on  
July 1, 2025. The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) has completed its review of the 2025 
Plan to ensure it meets the minimum requirements of 40 Code of Federal Regulations (CFR) Part 58 
and its appendices.   
  
The network review process presents an opportunity for the EPA and the TCEQ to collaborate on the 
air monitoring network design. See 40 CFR Part 58, Appendix D, Section 1.1.2. The EPA has conducted 
its review of the 2025 Plan, including your proposed network modifications, to ensure the air quality 
surveillance system continues to meet minimum applicable air monitoring network requirements. The 
EPA is approving the 2025 Plan as meeting the minimum requirements per 40 CFR Part 58 and 
Appendices, including Section 58.10 and Section 58.14.  Details of our review of the 2025 Plan are 
enclosed as technical comments.  
  
Also, thank you for submitting the 2025 sulfur dioxide (SO2) annual report to the EPA, as an appendix 
to the annual monitoring network plan. The annual report is required under 40 CFR 51.1205(b) of the 
SO2 Data Requirements Rule (DRR).  We appreciate the submittal and your efforts to track the annual 
emissions for these DRR sources.   
 
With regards to your waiver request for exclusion of near-road site data to the PM2.5 annual NAAQS 
per provision in 40 CFR §58.30, we have addressed your request in the enclosed technical comments. 
 
 



   
 

 
 

We look forward to our continued partnership with TCEQ on our common goals to maintain an 
approval and comprehensive monitoring network. If you have any questions, please contact me at 
(214) 665 3150, or your staff may contact Acting Air Permits, Monitoring & Grants Branch Manager 
Melanie Magee at (214) 665-7261 or at Magee.Melanie@epa.gov.  
  

Sincerely,  
  
  
   

James McDonald 
Director  
Air and Radiation Division  

  
Enclosure:  Technical Comments  
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Technical Comments  

2025 Annual Monitoring Network Plan  
 
The Texas 2025 Annual Monitoring Network Plan (AMNP) was received on July 1, 2025 (2025 Plan). In 
accordance with the requirements of 40 Code of Federal Regulations (CFR) Part 58 and its appendices, 
the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) has reviewed the 2025 Plan, and our comments are 
provided below. These comments reflect the EPA's efforts in collaboration with the Texas Commission 
on Environmental Quality (TCEQ) to maintain minimum monitoring requirements required under Part 
58.  
  
General Comments  
  
We appreciate the TCEQ’s submittal of the 2025 Plan in accordance with 40 CFR §58.10.   
  
Operation of monitoring network in accordance with 40 CFR Part 58 and Appendices A, B, C, D, E.   
Overall, we appreciate the TCEQ’s operation of the ambient air monitoring network in accordance with 
minimum federal requirements.   
  
Air Quality System (AQS). Thank you for your efforts to ensure that the information in the AMNP and 
the AQS is complete and consistent. Please continue to update the AQS, and to correlate the details of 
each monitoring location in the AMNP with the AQS.  
 
We note that TCEQ is still attempting to relocate the El Paso UTEP monitoring site.  We appreciate your 
extensive ongoing efforts to relocate the monitor.  Please keep us informed on any developments 
regarding the relocation and operating status of the El Paso UTEP site.   
  
 Ozone (O3) Monitoring (40 CFR Part 58, Appendix D Section 4.1) 
 
The TCEQ is currently meeting the minimum network design requirements for ambient air quality 
monitoring for ozone.  
  
The El Paso UTEP monitoring site (AQS ID 48-141-0037) has been offline since November 2021 and is 
currently pending relocation. TCEQ has projected that a new site is expected to be operational by 
December 2026. The EPA anticipates receiving additional information regarding site selection from the 
TCEQ soon.   
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Photochemical Assessment Monitoring Stations (PAMS) (40 CFR Part 58, Appendix D Section 5)  
  
The TCEQ is currently meeting the minimum network design requirements for ambient air quality 
monitoring for PAMS.   
  
Volatile Organic Compounds (VOC) Monitoring. The EPA appreciates the TCEQ’s update on non-
regulatory, state-initiative VOC monitoring. We understand that the Gregory-Portland monitor is 
expected to be operational by December 31, 2026. This monitor is not specifically required by federal 
monitoring requirements in 40 CFR Part 58 but rather is being sited and operated at the discretion of 
the TCEQ. We request that you inform the EPA when this monitor is deployed since EPA has provided 
grant funding for the new site. For more information on meteorological monitoring at these sites, 
please see the Meteorological Monitoring section below. 
  
Carbonyl Monitoring. The EPA acknowledges that no changes were made or proposed to the TCEQ 
carbonyl monitoring network.  
  
Carbon Monoxide (CO) Monitoring (40 CFR Part 58, Appendix D Section 4.2)  
  
The TCEQ is currently meeting the minimum network design requirements for ambient air quality 
monitoring for CO.   
 
Please keep us updated on the operating status of the UTEP Site. 
  
Nitrogen Dioxide (NO2) Monitoring (40 CFR Part 58, Appendix D Section 4.3)  
  
The TCEQ is currently meeting the minimum network design requirements in 40 CFR Part 58 Appendix 
D Section 4.3 for ambient air quality monitoring for NO2. EPA understands that TCEQ deployed the San 
Antonio Interstate 10 West site on March 31st, 2025. Please keep us informed on the relocation and 
operating status of the UTEP site. For more information on meteorological monitoring at this site, 
please see the Meteorological Monitoring section below. 
  
Sulfur Dioxide (SO2) Monitoring (40 CFR Part 58, Appendix D Section 4.4)  
  
The TCEQ is currently meeting the minimum network design requirements for ambient air quality 
monitoring for SO2.  
 
We understand that TCEQ has continued to operate the required SO2 monitors fulfilling DRR 
monitoring requirements including Amarillo Xcel El Rancho, Orange 1st Street, Port Arthur West 7th 
Street Gate 2, Big Spring Midway, Borger FM 1559, Franklin Oak Grove, Richland Southeast 1220 Road, 
Hallsville Red Oak Road, and Cookville FM 4855. 
 
We have received your request to update the following SO2 monitoring sites to special purpose 
monitors (SPMs).  
 
• Austin North Hills Drive – change SO2 monitor from SLAMS to SPM;  
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• Corpus Christi Huisache – change SO2 monitor from SLAMS to SPM;  
• Corpus Christi Tuloso – change SO2 monitor from SLAMS to SPM; and 
• Waco Mazanec – change SO2 monitor from SLAMS to SPM. TCEQ recommends deactivating the 
Corpus Christi West and the Park Place SO2 monitors designated as SPM by December 31, 2025. 
 
We approve of these proposed changes. 
  
Lead (Pb) Monitoring (40 CFR Part 58, Appendix D Section 4.5)  
  
The TCEQ is currently meeting the minimum network design requirements in 40 CFR Part 58 Appendix 
D Section 4.5 for ambient air quality monitoring for Pb.  
 
Please provide updates on the operating status of the UTEP Site. 
 
Particulate Matter (PM) Monitoring (40 CFR Part 58, Appendix D, Sections 4.6 and 4.7)  
  
The TCEQ is currently meeting the minimum network design requirements for ambient air quality 
monitoring for PM.   
  
Particulate Matter of 10 Microns or Less (PM10) (40 CFR Part 58, Appendix D Section 4.6)  
  
The EPA’s future review of the TCEQ request to locate a PM10 monitor in the Gregory-Portland area is 
contingent on information submitted by the TCEQ about the proposed new location. Keep us informed 
on the site buildout for the Gregory-Portland (San Patricio County) site. 
 
The EPA approves the TCEQ’s request to either relocate or discontinue PM10 federal reference method 
(FRM) manual filter-based collocated quality control (QC) monitors at the Dallas Convention Center, El 
Paso Ojo De Agua, and Socorro Hueco monitoring sites when the primary monitor is replaced with a 
continuous PM10 federal equivalent method (FEM) monitor. Based on the information provided by 
TCEQ in the 2025 AMNP, the EPA understands that the Convention Center PM10 monitor will not be 
replaced until roof repairs on the Convention Center are completed around Dec. 31, 2026. The Ojo De 
Agua upgrade was scheduled for Dec. 31, 2025. The EPA understands that the Socorro Hueco FRM 
monitor was replaced with a continuous FEM monitor on May 8, 2024, and the collocated FRM 
discontinued. The EPA understands that the TCEQ has completed multiple PM10 FRM site upgrades to 
PM10 FEM continuous monitors. These completed upgrades include Austin Webberville, Dallas Hinton, 
Dona Park, El Paso Chamizal, Socorro Hueco, Mission, and San Antonio Bulverde Parkway sites. The 
EPA understands that with these completed upgrades and future upgrades to PM10 FEM continuous 
monitors, the TCEQ will be required one PM10 manual FRM collocated monitor that will be located at 
the Houston Monroe site. The EPA understands that this relocation was completed on March 2, 2025. 
Other PM10 monitoring upgrades previously approved by EPA included the Clinton, El Paso Mimosa, 
Van Buren, Ivanhoe, Texas City Fire Station, and Dallas Bexar sites. The EPA understands that the 
Clinton monitor was upgraded on October 16, 2024. The estimated completion dates for the other 
upgrades are between December 31, 2025, and December 31, 2026.  
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The EPA understands that the new PM10 site, Finnigan Park is pending deployment with an expected 
date of December 31, 2025. Please let us know of any changes to this schedule.  
 
The EPA appreciates TCEQ’s recommendations for replacing and upgrading monitors at the Austin 
Audubon Society, Earhart, Laredo Bridge, and Laredo College sites. EPA will review these requests and 
provide TCEQ with responses in the coming months.  
 
The EPA acknowledges TCEQ’s request for a new PM10 monitor in the Killeen-Temple MSA at the 
Temple Georgia site. The EPA will review this request and provide TCEQ with a response in the coming 
months.  
  
Particulate Matter of 2.5 Microns or Less (PM2.5) (40 CFR Part 58, Appendix D Section 4.7)  
  
PM2.5 Network General   
For future plans, please include identification of any monitors that are suitable and monitors that are 
not suitable for comparison against the annual PM2.5 National Ambient Air Quality Standards (NAAQS), 
as described in Section 58.30.  
 
 Please keep us informed on the site buildout for the Gregory-Portland (San Patricio County) site. The 
2025 AMNP states that TCEQ is still working on site options with a possible completion deadline of 
December 31, 2026.    
 
PM2.5 Network Updates Since Last Year  
We note the update on the temporary changes at the Midlothian Old Fort Worth (OFW) site; please 
keep us informed.   
 
PM2.5 Network Proposed Revisions  
We request you update us when the monitor replacement at the El Paso UTEP site (AQS ID 48-141-
0037) is complete.  
 
The TCEQ request to install a Continuous PM2.5 BAM 1022 monitor at the El Paso UTEP site (AQS ID 48-
141-0037) was previously approved; specifically, the request was to:   
 

“Replace the existing non-regulatory PM2.5 tapered element oscillating microbalance monitor 
with a PM2.5 FEM 209 primary monitor and changing the existing PM2.5 FRM 145 monitor to a 
QC-collocated monitor at the El Paso UTEP air monitoring site.”  (See the TCEQ’s El Paso UTEP 
letter requesting a system modification dated August 2, 2021, and EPA’s response dated August 
13, 2021).   
 

The El Paso UTEP monitoring site (AQS ID 48-141-0037) has been offline since the winter of 2021. The 
EPA and TCEQ have been communicating about restoring monitoring at or near the original sites, and 
we anticipate continuing those discussions based on our latest discussions. Please keep us informed on 
the operating status of the UTEP Site. 
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The Dallas Hinton monitoring site (48-113-0069) has been offline since early 2025 due to relocation. 
The EPA understands that TCEQ is working with property management for approval of a new proposed 
site. The EPA asks that TCEQ keep us informed of when the monitor will be back online.  
 
We note the TCEQ’s update on the deployment of a PM2.5 non-NAAQS comparable monitor to the 
Dallas County southern sector industrial corridor at the Dallas Bexar Street site. Approval for this action 
was dated April 10, 2020. We understand that this monitor started operating on February 1, 2022. We 
also understand that the Dallas Bexar Street monitor is listed as being replaced with a NAAQS 
comparable FEM continuous monitor by June 2024. In the 2025 AMNP, TCEQ lists a new expected 
completion date of December 31, 2025.   We ask that the TCEQ keep us updated on this change.  
 
The EPA appreciates the TCEQ’s efforts to continue to replace aging PM2.5 non-NAAQS comparable 
equipment with new FEM monitoring technology. We acknowledge that the El Paso UTEP PM2.5 FEM 
continuous monitor replacement is pending site relocation. We understand that the Dallas Bexar 
Street, Houston Finnegan Park, Houston Pleasantville Elementary replacement with PM2.5 FEM 
continuous monitors are expected to be completed by December 31, 2025. Specifically, keep us 
informed on the site buildout and monitor replacement, pending site relocation, for the Gregory-
Portland (San Patricio County) site expected to be completed by December 31st, 2026. We understand 
that the Midlothian North Ward Road monitor replacement, deployment, and relocation is expected to 
be completed by December 31st 2025. We acknowledge the Skyline Park site replacement PM2.5 FEM 
continuous monitor is expected to be completed by August, 31st 2025.  
 
The EPA understands that the FRM sampling frequency was reduced from daily to once every six days, 
effective March 8, 2025. This reduction in sampling frequency was previously approved by EPA in a 
letter dated February 13, 2025. Please keep us updated as monitor replacements occur.  
 
Regarding the Skyline Park (AQS 48-141-0058) PM2.5 FEM continuous monitor deployment, the EPA 
understands that in the 2025 AMNP, TCEQ lists an expected completion date for this deployment as 
August 31, 2025. We ask that TCEQ please keep us appraised on this deployment.  
 
The EPA acknowledges that the new sites, Houston Finnigan Park and Houston Pleasantville are still 
pending deployment.  We ask that the TCEQ keep us informed of their deployment. 
 
The EPA acknowledges the TCEQ’s activation of the Austin Audubon Society monitor on January 7, 
2025, and TCEQ’s recommendation to add the monitor to the TCEQ federal air monitoring network if 
EPA approves the reclassification of PM2.5 microscale near-road monitors as non-NAAQS comparable to 
the annual PM2.5 NAAQS.  
 
The EPA appreciates TCEQ’s notification of the relocation of the Amarillo A&M PM2.5 monitor to the 
Amarillo 24th Avenue (AQS 48-375-1077) monitoring site. 
 
The EPA understands that there are still multiple previously approved PM2.5 monitoring changes still 
awaiting completion. These changes are outlined in Table 11 of TCEQ’s 2025 AMNP. The EPA asks that 
the TCEQ please keep us informed as updates are completed.  
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PM2.5 Network Proposed QA Collocation 
   
The PM2.5 Quality Assurance (QA) Collocation requirements of 40 CFR 58 Appendix A Section 3.2.3 
apply to monitors that measure NAAQS comparable data (and do not apply to monitors reporting non-
NAAQS comparable data). The TCEQ operates primary PM2.5 NAAQS-comparable Partisol 2025 and 
BAM 1022 monitors using the FRM 145 and FEM 209 methods, respectively. Beginning in 2023, the 
TCEQ began deploying T640X method code 638 continuous monitors as primary monitors.  The EPA 
understands that the Austin Webberville primary PM2.5 FEM has been upgraded to a T640X with 
method code 638.  Please confirm whether the collocated monitor at the Austin Webberville site was 
relocated or taken out of service.   

During the proposed network changes, the TCEQ is responsible for ensuring that QA Collocation 
requirements continue to be met for all PM methods.   

Near Road Sites: 

Austin, TX Near-Road Site at Austin North Interstate 35 

In considering the waiver request for exclusion of near-road site data to the PM2.5 annual NAAQS per 
the provision in 40 CFR §58.30, the EPA Regional Office evaluated the information provided in your 
2025 AMNP for the PM2.5 site at Austin North Interstate 35 property, which is located along interstate 
I-35 in Austin, Texas. A description of the site, overhead and directional photos of the location in 
Figures 1 – 3, and traffic counts in Table 12 and Figure 4 were provided in the sections titled, 
“Reclassification of PM2.5 Micro-scale Near-Road Monitors” and “Austin North Interstate 35 Site 
Description” starting on pages 28 and 29, respectively, of your 2025 AMNP. The information provided 
states that the near-road monitor is sited 27 meters from the frontage road and 45 meters from the 
interstate along the corridor of I-35 and that the 2023 annual average daily traffic count is 145,079 at 
the road segment next to the site. As part of the AMNP process, your agency conducted a review of 
public comments with respect to the waiver request, and it appears TCEQ reviewed and responded to 
the public comments associated with the location of the site. 

Based on the explanation of the traffic corridor and the distance between the site and the road 
identified in the plan (as summarized in the paragraph above and described in the sections titled, 
“Reclassification of PM2.5 Micro-scale Near-Road Monitors” and “Austin North Interstate 35 Site 
Description” starting on pages 28 and 29, respectively, of your 2025 AMNP), the EPA affirms this meets 
the definition of microscale in 40 CFR Appendix D to Part 58 4.7.1(c)(1). Since the site is confirmed as 
microscale and the State provided detailed information on the location and road segment being among 
the highest traffic counts in the Core Based Statistical Area, with appropriate review and response to 
public comments associated with the location of the site, the EPA finds that the site can be considered 
a relatively unique microscale site as defined in §58.30. Thus, the EPA approves the request to deem 
the monitoring data from the site at Austin North Interstate 35 as not eligible for comparison to the 
PM2.5 annual NAAQS. 

Since the PM2.5 site at Austin North Interstate 35 is intended to meet a minimum monitoring 
requirement, continued operation of the PM2.5 monitor at the near-road site and use of the data from 
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this site are still appropriate for Air Quality Index reporting and per the rules in §58.30 data are still 
required for comparison to the PM2.5 24-hour NAAQS. 

For future AMNP’s, identify this near-road site as not comparable to the annual PM2.5 NAAQS. If there 
are relevant changes to the location or sources impacting this site, the monitoring agency should re-
examine the exclusion of this near-road site data to the PM2.5 annual NAAQS, as needed.  

Dallas/Fort Worth, TX Near-Road Site at Fort Worth California Parkway North 

In considering the  waiver request for exclusion of near-road site data to the PM2.5 annual NAAQS per 
the provision in 40 CFR §58.30, the EPA Regional Office evaluated the information provided in your 
2025 AMNP for the PM2.5 site at Fort Worth California Parkway North property, which is located along 
interstate I-20 in Fort Worth, Texas. A description of the site, overhead and directional photos of the 
location in Figures 5 – 7, and traffic counts in Table 12 and Figure 8 are provided in the sections titled, 
“Reclassification of PM2.5 Micro-scale Near-Road Monitors” and “Fort Worth California Parkway Site 
Description” starting on pages 28 and 32, respectively, of your 2025 AMNP. The information provided 
states that the near-road monitor is sited 15 meters from the frontage road and 35 meters from the 
interstate along the corridors of I-20 and that the 2023 annual average daily traffic count is 157,398 at 
the road segment next to the site. As part of the AMNP process, your agency conducted a review of 
public comments with respect to the waiver request, and it appears TCEQ reviewed and responded to 
the public comments associated with the location of the site. 

Based on the explanation of the traffic corridor and the distance between the site and the road 
identified in the plan (as summarized in the paragraph above and described in the sections titled, 
“Reclassification of PM2.5 Micro-scale Near-Road Monitors” and “Fort Worth California Parkway Site 
Description” starting on pages 28 and 32, respectively, of your 2025 AMNP), the EPA affirms this meets 
the definition of microscale in 40 CFR Appendix D to Part 58 4.7.1(c)(1). Since the site is confirmed as 
microscale and the State provided detailed information on the location and road segment being among 
the highest traffic counts in the Core Based Statistical Area, with appropriate review and response to 
public comments associated with the location of the site, the EPA finds that the site can be considered 
a relatively unique microscale site as defined in §58.30. Thus, the EPA approves the request to deem 
the monitoring data from the site at Fort Worth California Parkway North as not eligible for 
comparison to the PM2.5 annual NAAQS. 

Since the PM2.5 site at Fort Worth California Parkway North is intended to meet a minimum 
monitoring requirement, continued operation of the PM2.5 monitor at the near-road site and use of 
the data from this site are still appropriate for Air Quality Index reporting and per the rules in §58.30 
data are still required for comparison to the PM2.5 24-hour NAAQS. For future AMNP’s, identify this 
near-road site as not comparable to the annual PM2.5 NAAQS. If there are relevant changes to the 
location or sources impacting this site, the monitoring agency should re-examine the exclusion of this 
near-road site data to the PM2.5 annual NAAQS, as needed.  

Houston, TX Near-Road Site at Houston North Loop 

In considering the waiver request for exclusion of near-road site data to the PM2.5 annual NAAQS per 
the provision in 40 CFR §58.30, the EPA Regional Office evaluated the information provided in your 
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2025 AMNP for the PM2.5 site at Houston North Loop property, which is located along interstate I-610 
in Houston, Texas. A description of the site, overhead and directional photos of the location in Figures 
9 – 11, and traffic counts in Table 12 and Figure 12 are provided in the sections titled, “Reclassification 
of PM2.5 Micro-scale Near-Road Monitors” and “Houston North Loop Site Description” starting on 
pages 28 and 34, respectively, of your 2025 AMNP. The information provided states that the near-road 
monitor is sited 15 meters from the interstate along the corridors of I-610 and that the 2023 annual 
average daily traffic count is 196,933 at the road segment next to the site. As part of the AMNP 
process, your agency conducted a review of public comments with respect to the waiver request, and 
it appears TCEQ reviewed and responded to the public comments associated with the location of the 
site. 

Based on the explanation of the traffic corridor and the distance between the site and the road 
identified in the plan (as summarized in the paragraph above and described in the sections titled, 
“Reclassification of PM2.5 Micro-scale Near-Road Monitors” and “Houston North Loop Site 
Description” starting on pages 28 and 34, respectively, of your 2025 AMNP), the EPA affirms this meets 
the definition of microscale in 40 CFR Appendix D to Part 58 4.7.1(c)(1). Since the site is confirmed as 
microscale and the State provided detailed information on the location and road segment being among 
the highest traffic counts in the Core Based Statistical Area, with appropriate review and response to 
public comments associated with the location of the site, the EPA finds that the site can be considered 
a relatively unique microscale site as defined in §58.30. Thus, the EPA approves the request to deem 
the monitoring data from the site at Houston North Loop as not eligible for comparison to the PM2.5 
annual NAAQS. 

Since the PM2.5 site at Houston North Loop is intended to meet a minimum monitoring requirement, 
continued operation of the PM2.5 monitor at the near-road site and use of the data from this site are 
still appropriate for Air Quality Index reporting and per the rules in §58.30 data are still required for 
comparison to the PM2.5 24-hour NAAQS. 

For future AMNP’s, identify this near-road site as not comparable to the annual PM2.5 NAAQS. If there 
are relevant changes to the location or sources impacting this site, the monitoring agency should re-
examine the exclusion of this near-road site data to the PM2.5 annual NAAQS, as needed.  

San Antonio, TX Near-Road Site at San Antonio Interstate 35 

In considering the waiver request for exclusion of near-road site data to the PM2.5 annual NAAQS per 
the provision in 40 CFR §58.30, the EPA Regional Office evaluated the information provided in your 
2025 AMNP for the PM2.5 site at the San Antonio Interstate 35 property, which is located along 
interstate I-35 in San Antonio, Texas. A description of the site, overhead and directional photos of the 
location in Figures13 – 15, and traffic counts in Table 12 and Figure 16 are provided in the sections 
titled, “Reclassification of PM2.5 Micro-scale Near-Road Monitors” and “San Antonio Interstate 35 Site 
Description” starting on pages 28 and 37, respectively, of your 2025 AMNP. The information provided 
states that the near-road monitor is sited 20 meters from the frontage road and 48 meters from the 
interstate along the corridors of I-35 and that the 2023 annual average daily traffic count is 201,612 at 
the road segment next to the site. As part of the AMNP process, your agency conducted a review of 
public comments with respect to the waiver request, and it appears TCEQ reviewed and responded to 
the public comments associated with the location of the site. 
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Based on the explanation of the traffic corridor and the distance between the site and the road 
identified in the plan (as summarized in the paragraph above and described in the sections titled, 
“Reclassification of PM2.5 Micro-scale Near-Road Monitors” and “San Antonio Interstate 35 Site 
Description” starting on pages 28 and 37, respectively, of your 2025 AMNP), the EPA affirms this meets 
the definition of microscale in 40 CFR Appendix D to Part 58 4.7.1(c)(1). Since the site is confirmed as 
microscale and the State provided detailed information on the location and road segment being among 
the highest traffic counts in the Core Based Statistical Area, with appropriate review and response to 
public comments associated with the location of the site, the EPA finds that the site can be considered 
a relatively unique microscale site as defined in §58.30. Thus, the EPA approves the request to deem 
the monitoring data from the site at San Antonio Interstate 35 as not eligible for comparison to the 
PM2.5 annual NAAQS. 

Since the PM2.5 site at San Antonio Interstate 35 is intended to meet a minimum monitoring 
requirement, continued operation of the PM2.5 monitor at the near-road site and use of the data from 
this site are still appropriate  for Air Quality Index reporting and per the rules in §58.30 data are still 
required for comparison to the PM2.5 24-hour NAAQS. 

For future AMNP’s, identify this near-road site as not comparable to the annual PM2.5 NAAQS. If there 
are relevant changes to the location or sources impacting this site, the monitoring agency should re-
examine the exclusion of this near-road site data to the PM2.5 annual NAAQS, as needed.  

Meteorological Monitoring  

The EPA appreciates the TCEQ’s update on the deployment of wind speed, wind direction, and outdoor 
temperature monitors at the Dallas Bexar Street site in the Dallas County southern sector, which is 
expected to be operational by December 31, 2025. EPA appreciates the TCEQ’s update on the 
deployment of wind speed, wind direction, and outdoor temperature monitors at the Earhart site, the 
Houston 5th Ward, and Houston Pleasantville neighborhood monitors which are expected to be 
completed by December 31st, 2026. The EPA understands the Gregory-Portland area monitor is 
expected to be operational by August 31st, 2026. Please keep us updated on the operating status of the 
UTEP Site. Please keep us informed on when these actions are completed. 
 
The EPA acknowledges the redesignated wind speed, wind direction, and outdoor temperature 
monitors at the Old Highway 90 site as federal special purpose monitors to support the federal PM2.5 
special purpose monitor at the site on January 1st 2025. 
 
We acknowledge the future deployment of wind speed, wind direction, and outdoor temperature 
monitors at the new air monitoring sites in Houston Finnigan Park site and the Houston Pleasantville 
Elementary site. Please keep us informed of when these actions are completed. 
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