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APPENDIX C: MEDIA REPORTS AND TCEQ FORECAST DISCUSSIONS 

C.1:  GROUP 1 – MAY 5, 2022  

Table C-1: TCEQ Forecast discussions for May 5, 2022 

EE Date Site Name(s) Summary of Applicable Information 

5/5/2022 
World Trade 
Bridge 

Patchy smoke from ongoing agricultural burnings in Mexico 
and Central America is forecast to continue at varying 
intensities across much of the eastern two-thirds of the state 
while having expanded over portions of the Big Bend region, 
with the heaviest concentrations expected to be across South 
Texas. Daily PM2.5 AQI is forecast to possibly reach moderate 
range in Laredo areas.  

C.2:  GROUP 2 – MAY 8 AND MAY 9, 2022 

Table C-2: TCEQ Forecast discussions for May 8 and May 9, 2022 

EE Date Site Name Summary of Applicable Information 

5/8/2022 

Von Ormy 
Highway 16 and 
World Trade 
Bridge 

Depending on the amount of ongoing agricultural 
burnings in Mexico and Central America, residual smoke 
may continue to linger and filter across Deep South 
Texas, along the coastal bend of Texas, Rio Grande 
Valley, as well as into the Big Bend region, in addition to 
South Central and Southeast Texas at varying 
intensities. Depending on the coverage and intensity of 
the smoke, the overall daily PM2.5 AQI may reach the 
middle of the "Moderate" range in parts of the 
Brownsville-McAllen and Laredo areas; the lower to 
middle end of the "Moderate" range in parts of the 
Austin, Corpus Christi, Houston, San Antonio, and 
Victoria areas; and the upper end of the "Good" range 
(perhaps with an isolated low "Moderate" or two) in 
parts of the Beaumont-Port Arthur, Big Bend, and 
Houston areas. 

5/9/2022 
Haws Athletic 
Center and World 
Trade Bridge 

Southerly winds could continue to transport light to 
moderate amounts of smoke from the agricultural 
burnings in Mexico and Central America into the 
southern portions of the state as well as the Big Bend 
region and into South Central and Southeast Texas. 
Depending on the amount of agricultural burnings and 
associated coverage/density of the smoke, the daily PM2.5 
AQI may reach the lower to middle end of the 
"Moderate" range in parts of the Brownsville-McAllen, 
Corpus Christi, and Laredo areas; the lower end of the 
"Moderate" range in parts of the Austin, Houston, San 
Antonio, and Victoria areas; and the upper end of the 
"Good" range (perhaps with an isolated low "Moderate" 
or two) in parts of the Big Bend area. 
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C.3:  GROUP 3 – MAY 20 AND MAY 21, 2022 

Table C-3: TCEQ Forecast discussions for May 20 and May 21, 2022 

EE Date Site Name(s) Summary of Applicable Information 

5/20/2022 

Von Ormy 
Highway 16, 
Haws Athletic 
Center, and 
World Trade 
Bridge 

Lingering amounts of residual smoke from the seasonal 
burning activities across the Southeastern U.S. (including in 
eastern Texas) filtering and lingering over East and 
Southeast Texas; and moderate to heavy residual smoke 
from the agricultural burnings in Mexico and Central 
America filtering over South Texas, South Central Texas, 
along the coastal bend of Texas as well as the Rio Grande 
Valley, and expanding over Southeast and North Central 
Texas is forecast to keep and raise PM2.5 levels a bit across 
the majority of the state. 

5/21/2022 

Von Ormy 
Highway 16, and 
World Trade 
Bridge 

Fine particulate matter will likely continue across much of 
the state from a combination of lingering smoke from the 
wildfire activity in New Mexico over portions of the Texas 
Panhandle; lingering amounts of residual smoke from the 
seasonal burning activities across the Southeastern U.S. 
(including in eastern Texas) filtering and lingering over 
East and Southeast Texas; and elevated residual smoke 
from the agricultural burnings in Mexico and Central 
America filtering over the eastern two-thirds of the state, 
with the heaviest amounts persisting along the coast and 
extending through the center of the state from South 
Texas, through South Central Texas, and into portions of 
Southeast and North Central Texas. Additionally, light 
amounts of Saharan dust associated with an incoming dust 
plume could begin to reach Southeast Texas as well as 
along the coastal bend of Texas later on in the day. Short 
term fine particulate PM2.5 levels could spike to the lower 
end of the "Unhealthy for Sensitive Groups" range at times 
in parts of the Austin, Brownsville-McAllen, Corpus Christi, 
Laredo, San Antonio, and Victoria areas. Overall, depending 
on the movement and intensity of the dust, the coverage 
and intensity of the smoke, in addition to the timing of the 
movement of the aforementioned cold front with 
associated precipitation across portions of South Central 
and North Central Texas, the daily PM2.5 AQI is forecast to 
reach the upper end of the "Moderate" range in parts of the 
Austin, Brownsville-McAllen, Corpus Christi, Laredo, San 
Antonio, and Victoria areas; the middle to upper end of the 
"Moderate" range in parts of the Beaumont-Port Arthur, 
Bryan-College Station, Dallas-Fort Worth, Houston, Tyler-
Longview, and Waco-Killeen areas; the lower end of the 
"Moderate" range in parts of the Amarillo, Lubbock, and 
Midland-Odessa areas; and the upper end of the "Good" 
range (perhaps with an isolated low "Moderate" or two) in 
parts of the Big Bend and El Paso areas. 
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C.4:  GROUP 4 – JUNE 12 THROUGH JUNE 17, 2022 

Table C-4: TCEQ Forecast discussions for June 12-17, 2022 

EE Date Site Name(s) Summary of Applicable Information 

6/12/2022 
Edinburg East 
Freddy and Dona 
Park 

Depending on the amount of seasonal burning activity across 
the Southeastern U.S. (including in eastern Texas) light 
amounts of residual smoke may continue filtering and 
lingering over portions of Southeast, East, and North Central 
Texas in addition to slightly elevated urban fine particulate 
levels over these same regions of Texas as well as portions of 
South Central Texas. Additionally, the light to moderate 
density African dust plume is expected to continue to build as 
it spreads northward and westward, with at least light patches 
extending to cover portions of the state at varying intensities 
generally along and south of a line from Carrizo Springs to 
Waco to San Augustine. Light to moderate amounts of residual 
smoke from the seasonal fire activity as well as industrial 
activities along western, eastern, and southern portions of 
Mexico mixed with aerosols from gas flaring activity in the Bay 
of Campeche along with light to moderate amounts of African 
dust are forecast to continue filtering across portions of South 
Texas, the coastal bend of Texas while expanding into portions 
of Southeast and South Central Texas.  

6/13/2022 

Von Ormy 
Highway 16, 
Edinburg East 
Freddy, Haws 
Athletic Center, 
and World Trade 
Bridge 

Heavy amounts of African dust will continue surging into and 
through the state from south to north, impacting most parts of 
the state with the exception of Far West Texas and the 
Panhandle. The heaviest concentrations are expected to be in 
South Texas, along the coast, and over portions of South 
Central as well as Southeast Texas. More urban portions of the 
state such as parts of North Central, South Central, and 
Southeast Texas with slightly elevated fine urban particulates 
mixed with the Saharan dust will see elevated PM2.5 levels as 
well.  

6/14/2022 

Von Ormy 
Highway 16, and 
Haws Athletic 
Center 

The dense African dust plume is forecast to continue filtering 
and expanding over the majority of the state with at least light 
patches reaching most areas with the exception of Far West 
Texas. The heaviest concentrations are forecast to be over 
Deep South Texas, Southeast Texas, and along the coastal bend 
of Texas. Additionally, fine particulate levels over more urban 
portions of the state will contribute to the elevated PM2.5 levels 
in addition to the African dust.  

6/15/2022 
Edinburg East 
Freddy 

Moderate to heavy density African dust will continue across 
much of the state with the exception of Far West Texas and the 
heaviest concentrations forecast to be over Deep South Texas, 
Southeast Texas, and along the coastal bend of Texas.  

6/16/2022 

Von Ormy 
Highway 16, 
Donna Park, 
Edinburg East 
Freddy, Haws 
Athletic Center, 
and World Trade 
Bridge 

The moderate density plume of Saharan dust will continue 
spreading inland through Texas, possibly impacting spots at 
varying intensities generally along and south of a line from Del 
Rio to Waco to Beaumont, with the highest concentrations 
remaining along the lower Texas coast.  
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EE Date Site Name(s) Summary of Applicable Information 

6/17/2022 

Haws Athletic 
Center, and 
Edinburg East 
Freddy 

The heavy density plume of African dust is forecast to 
continue moving inland, reaching most spots statewide with 
improvements beginning to be seen and gradually decreasing 
amounts as the day progresses from south to north. 

 
Figure C-1: KSAT News Report Discussing Return of Saharan Dust to Texas, Reported on 
June 11, 2022 
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Figure C-2: CBS Austin News Report with Picture of Hazy Sky Over Austin Area due to 
Saharan Dust, Reported on June 12, 2022 
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Figure C-3: KERA News Channel Reporting about Saharan dust in Texas, Reported on June 
13, 2022. 
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Figure C-4: The New York Times Report Forecasting about Saharan Dust in Texas, Reported 
on June 14, 2022 

 
Figure C-5: Local News Reporter Reporting on Saharan Dust in Texas, Reported on June 15, 
2022 
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C.5:  GROUP 5 - JULY 16 THROUGH JULY 18, 2022 

Table C-5: TCEQ Forecast discussions for July 16-18, 2022 

EE Date Site Name(s) Summary of Applicable Information 

7/16/2022 
Edinburg East Freddy, 
and World Trade 
Bridge  

The moderate density plume of Saharan dust will 
continue spreading inland through Texas, possibly 
impacting spots at varying intensities generally along 
and south of a line from Del Rio to Waco to Beaumont, 
with the highest concentrations remaining along the 
lower Texas coast.  

7/17/2022 

Von Ormy Highway 
16, Edinburg East 
Freddy, Haws Athletic 
Center, and World 
Trade Bridge 

The Saharan dust is expected to continue to build as it 
spreads from south to north, possibly impacting most 
parts of the state with the exception of Far West Texas 
and the upper Texas Panhandle.  

7/18/2022 Haws Athletic Center 

Light to moderate amounts of Saharan dust will persist 
in at least light patches across most of the state, with 
the highest concentrations across South Central and 
North Central Texas as most of the dust continues to 
move north and east.  
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Figure C-6: Click2Houston News Reporting about Saharan Dust in Texas, Reported on July 
17, 2022. 
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Figure C-7: CBS Austin News Reporting about Saharan Dust in Texas, Reported on July 17, 
2022 

C.6:  GROUP 6 – OCTOBER 3, 2022 

Table C-6: TCEQ Forecast discussions for October 3, 2022 

EE Date 
Site 

Name 
Summary of Applicable Information 

10/3/2022 
Haws 
Athletic 
Center 

Slightly increased urban fine particulate background levels 
associated with light winds over the eastern two-thirds of the state 
(including very light amounts of residual smoke from seasonal 
burning activity across the Southeast U.S. filtering into east Texas 
as well as isolated spots of seasonal fires in East Texas), the 
coverage and density of the smoke and could possibly raise the 
daily PM2.5 AQI to the lower end of the "Moderate" range for parts 
of the Beaumont-Port Arthur, Dallas-Fort Worth, and Houston 
areas and to the upper end of the "Good" range (perhaps with an 
isolated low "Moderate" or two) in parts of the Austin, Bryan-
College Station, Corpus Christi, San Antonio, Tyler-Longview, 
Victoria, and Waco-Killeen areas. The daily PM10 AQI could reach 
the upper end of the "Good" range (perhaps with an isolated low 
"Moderate" or two) in parts of the Houston area as well. 
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