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Welcome to the PST Compliance 
Webinar
• Presenters: Rachel McMath and Becky Costigan 
• Submit questions in Q&A panel on the right side of the screen (no 

participant microphones)
• TCEQ’s Small Business and Local Government Assistance 

(SBLGA) Contact Information: 
• Compliance hotline: 1-800-447-2827 
• Email: PSTHelp@tceq.texas.gov
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Today’s Agenda
• Background Information
• Compliance Checklists
• Investigations
• Small Business & Local Government Assistance
• STEERS
• Discuss content of UST Compliance Notebook
• Discuss how to request records from TCEQ
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Background 

• Energy Act of 2005 requires states to inspect facilities 
with USTs every 3 years

• TCEQ and agency contractors perform investigations
• More than 252 administrative orders were filed by TCEQ 

in Fiscal Year 2022 with average penalty of $8,619
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Compliance Checklists

• Energy Act 
• 10 focused regulatory points

• Modified compliance evaluation investigation (CEIMOD)
• 40 regulatory points

• Temporarily out of service
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Investigations

• Announced Investigation
• Notice given
• Records may be requested at time of notification

• Complaint Investigation
• No notice given
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Investigations- Violations
• Exit interview form given to facility
• Three violation categories: 

• Category A (most stringent)
• Category B
• Category C (least stringent)

• Field Citations
• If violations are noted, get in compliance and submit 

documentation ASAP – it could save $$$$
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Investigations- Penalties

• Many factors go into penalty calculations:
• Amount of throughput
• Compliance History
• Avoided Costs 
• Good faith reduction (25%)
• Deferral for agreed order (20%)
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What is SBLGA?

• Resources:
• Guidance documents
• Compliance webpage: www.texasenvirohelp.org
• Hotline: 800-447-2827
• Meetings with staff
• EnviroMentor Program
• The Advocate
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SBLGA’s PST Assistance Tools
• Petroleum Storage Tanks 

(PST): Compliance 
Resources webpage 

• UST Compliance Notebook 
for Texas (RG-543)

• PST Super Guide (RG-475)
• PST Rule Summary

https://www.tceq.texas.gov/assistance/industry/pst 

https://www.tceq.texas.gov/assistance/industry/pst


11

STEERS

• Initial registration and self-certification at your facility and 
the renewal self-certifications

• Construction Notification Form 0495
• Owner/operator changes
• System changes/updates
• Upload Operator training documentation and financial 

assurance documentation
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Creating a STEERS Account

https://www3.tceq.texas.gov/steers/

1. Create an account in 
STEERS 

2. Add “Petroleum Storage 
Tank Registrations” 
program to your account
• Allow up to 5 days for 

processing before using 
STEERS to self-certify

https://www3.tceq.texas.gov/steers/
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Compliance Notebook

What’s inside and how can it 
help you?
• Example records
• Blank log sheets
• Place to put necessary 

records



14

Instructions Page/General Info
• TCEQ rules are found in Title 30 of the Texas Administrative 

Code
• Chapter 334 – Underground Storage Tanks
• Chapter 37 – Financial Assurance
• Chapter 115 – Stage I & II Vapor Recovery
• Chapter 113 – Vapor Recovery adopted by reference

• Generally, keep records for 5 years or as long as the 
equipment is in use 

• Installation records should be kept for the life of the system
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Notebook Content
• Registration and Self-

Certification
• Financial assurance
• Corrosion protection
• Tank release detection
• Piping release detection
• Spill and overfill prevention
• Release reporting

• Construction and 
Maintenance 

• Operator training
• Temporarily out of service 

USTs
• Stage I and Stage II vapor 

recovery
• Miscellaneous records
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Registration and Self-Certification
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Registration and Self-Certification 
Requirements
• Annual self-certification for USTs containing motor fuel
• Report changes within 30 days

• Change of ownership/operator
• Tank operational status
• Change in substance stored
• The addition of or change in type of: 

• internal/external corrosion protection, 
• spill and overfill prevention equipment, and 
• release detection methods or equipment
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Registration and Self-Certification 
Records

• Registration/self-certification forms submitted or copies of 
STEERS submission confirmations in the past 5 years

• Registration certificate
• Delivery certificate 
• Acknowledgment of Construction Notification Letter, if 

applicable (serves as temporary delivery certificate)

Note: Tanks and compartments should be physically numbered



Tank 
Identification



Compartmental 
Tanks
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TCEQ Form 0724 
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Delivery Certificate Example



Financial Assurance
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Financial Assurance Requirements
• Scope:

• Corrective action (cleanup)
• Third party liability (bodily 

injury & property damage)
• Most common coverage 

amount:
• $1 Million per occurrence
• $1 Million annual aggregate

• Methods:
• Insurance policy
• Letter of credit
• Surety bond
• Financial test
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Financial Assurance Records 

• Current Certificate of Insurance, or
• Proof of other financial assurance

• Letter of credit
• Surety bond
• Financial test

Submit proof of financial assurance with self-certification form
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Certificate of Insurance Example

Endorsement



Corrosion Protection
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Corrosion Protection Requirements
• Protect all 

underground/underwater 
metal components from 
corrosion

• Acceptable methods include:
• Noncorrodible material
• Electric isolation
• Composite or Fiberglass-

coated tanks (tanks only)
• Cathodic protection
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Cathodic Protection
• Two types:

• Galvanic system
• Impressed current system

• Testing frequency:
• At installation
• Within 3-6 months after installation, and
• Every 3 years 
• Impressed current system: 60-day rectifier inspection



31

Cathodic Protection: 60-day Rectifier 
Inspection Results
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What Do Your Sumps Look Like?
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Corrosion Protection Records
• FRP tanks and piping, or 

Composite/clad/jacketed steel 
tanks 

• All installation records, or
• Written statement from a 

licensed professional

• Cathodic Protection
• Installation records

• System information and design
• Results of initial and periodic 

testing
• 60-day rectifier inspection 

results, if applicable
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FRP Tank “Ribs”
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Remote Structure-to-Soil 
Test Results and 

Summary Example
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Comprehensive 
UST System 

Survey Example



Tank Release Detection
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Tank Release Detection 
Requirements
• Tanks monitored for leaks at least once every 30 

days
• Method must be able to detect a release of 0.2 

gallon per hour (gph)
• Conduct in accordance with third-party certification 

requirements/limitations
• Third-party certifications may be found at: 

https://neiwpcc.org/nwglde/ 
• Keep all release detection records for at least five years

https://neiwpcc.org/nwglde/
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30-day Walk-through Inspections
• Perform 30-day walkthrough inspections for release 

detection equipment:
• Check for alarms 
• Check for unusual operating conditions

• Dispensing equipment behaving erratically 
• Sudden loss of product from system
• Unexplained water in the tank

• Review records
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30-Day Walkthrough Inspection Log
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Annual Testing and Walk-through
• Annually test release detection equipment

• Test for good operating conditions and proper operation
• According to manufacturer’s instructions or standard code of 

practice
• Examples: ATG/controllers, probes/sensors, ALLD, etc.

• Perform annual walkthrough inspections of handheld 
release detection equipment for operability

• Examples: tank gauge sticks, groundwater bailers
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Annual Testing and Walk-through Log



43

Methods: ATG & Inventory Control and 
SIR & Inventory Control

• Automatic tank gauging (ATG) 
with inventory control

• One passing ATG test at least 
every 30 days

• Inventory control with 
reconciliation

• Exception: emergency 
generator tanks and used oil 
tanks only- may use ATG 
without inventory control

• Statistical inventory 
reconciliation (SIR) with 
inventory control

• Results from SIR vendor no 
more than 15 calendar days 
following the last day of the 30-
day period 

• Inventory control with 
reconciliation
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ATG Passing Test



45

SIR Results
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30-Day Inventory Control
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Inventory Reconciliation
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Method: Interstitial Monitoring

• Monitor space between inner and outer walls of double-
walled or jacketed tanks

• Tanks and piping installed on or after January 1, 2009, 
must use interstitial monitoring as the primary form of 
release detection.

• Check sensors at least once every 30 days
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Interstitial Monitoring Log
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Method: Groundwater and Vapor Monitoring
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Method: Secondary Containment Barriers
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Method: Manual Tank Gauging
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Method: 30-Day Tank Gauging
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Questions and Break

• Contact regional SBLGA staff
• Hotline: 1-800-447-2827
• Email:

PSTHelp@tceq.texas.gov
• www.texasenvirohelp.org

Submit Questions to Q&A

mailto:PSTHelp@tceq.texas.gov
www.texasenvirohelp.org


Piping Release Detection
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Piping Release Detection 
Requirements

• Pressurized piping
• Automatic line leak detector (3 gph)
• Monitoring every 30 days (0.2 gph) or annually (0.1

gph)
• Shear valves

• Suction piping
• Monitoring every 30 days (0.2 gph) or every 3 years

(0.1 gph)
• Conduct in accordance with third-party

certification requirements/limitations
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Pressurized Piping Release 
Detection Records
• Pressurized piping systems:

• Automatic line leak detector function test AND
• Annual piping tightness test results OR
• Vapor or groundwater monitoring results OR
• Interstitial monitoring OR
• SIR and inventory control OR
• Electronic leak monitoring
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Suction Piping Release Detection 
Records
• Suction Piping

• 3-year piping tightness results OR
• Vapor or groundwater monitoring results OR
• Interstitial monitoring OR
• SIR and inventory control

• Suction piping with no more than one high mounted check valve 
located at the suction line

• Provide as-built drawings or written documentation from registered UST 
contractor
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Methods for Piping Release Detection
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Automatic Line Leak Detector Test: 
Mechanical
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Automatic Line Leak Detector Test: 
Electronic
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Piping Tightness Test
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Overfill Device and Spill 
Prevention Equipment
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Spill Prevention Equipment 
Requirements
• Tight fill fitting
• Liquid tight spill bucket

• Walkthrough inspections every 30 days
• Visually inspect
• Remove debris and liquid within 96 hours

• Tightness tested every 3 years 
OR
• *Double-walled and inspect every 30 days
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Spill Prevention Equipment 
Requirements
• All containment sumps:

• Walkthrough inspections
conducted every year

• All spill prevention
equipment must be tested
within 30 days of repairs

• Containment Sumps with
Interstitial Monitoring as
primary release detection
method

• *Test for liquid tightness every 3
years

OR
• *Double-walled and

inspect every 30 days
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Spill Prevention Equipment 
Records
• Spill prevention equipment:

• Spill equipment inspection
• Records/ waste documentation for spill bucket waste
• Testing records if not double walled

• Sumps
• Annual walkthrough inspection log
• Waste disposal records/manifests
• Testing records if not double walled
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Additional Spill Prevention 
Equipment Requirements
• Wastewater disposal options from triennial testing

• Pump and Haul
• Hydrostatic Test Water General Permit (GP)
• Petroleum Fuel or Petroleum Substances GP

• See TCEQ’s webpage: Available Water Quality
General Permits:
https://www.tceq.texas.gov/permitting/wastewater/general 
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30-Day Spill Bucket Inspection Log
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Annual Sump Inspection
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Waste Manifest for Spill Bucket Waste
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Overfill Device Requirements

• Automatic shutoff 
OR
• Flow restrictor (ball floats)

• Ball floats not allowed to be repaired or replaced at 
existing UST systems after September 1, 2018

• Overfill device triennial test to ensure activation at 
the correct level (January 1, 2021)



74

Overfill Device Records

• Automatic shutoff device
• Visually verifiable by investigator
• Installation records
• Repairs records
• Triennial test results

• Flow restrictor
• Installation records
• Triennial test results
• May not be installed or replaced after Sep 1, 2018



75

Release Reporting
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Release Reporting Requirements
• Suspected Releases:
• Report within 24 hours to TCEQ’s Remediation Division:

– Date of suspected release
– Date the owner/operator became aware of the suspected release
– Date reported to TCEQ
– Results of investigation 

• Investigate
– Conduct a system tightness test or site check sampling within 30 

days
• Submit Release Determination Report within 45 days with results
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Release Reporting Records

• Reported to TCEQ within 24 hours of discovery
• Incident report form submit by fax or email

• Documentation of system tightness test or site 
check

• Conducted within 30 days of discovery
• Submitted Release Determination Report within 45 

days of discovery
• Keep records for at least 5 years
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Incident Report Form - 20097
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Release Determination Report-0621
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Construction and Maintenance
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Construction and Maintenance 
Requirements
Construction notification form TCEQ-0495

• Installing tanks or piping
• Removing USTs or returning to service
• Repairing, upgrading, or improving UST
• Integrity assessment
• Entering a UST
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Construction and Maintenance 
Records
• Copies of Construction notifications
• Receipts and invoices for repairs and maintenance
• Installation records
• Keep records for 5 years
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Construction Notification 
Acknowledgement Letter
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Construction Notification Form- 0495
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Operator Training
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Operator Training Requirements
• Train and designate A/B and C operators for each 

facility
• List of approved A/B operator training courses: 

https://www.tceq.texas.gov/remediation/pst_rp/ust_training 
• Training certificate expires after 3 years

• All operators must know: 
• Procedures for addressing a spill
• Location of emergency shut off 
• Contact information for the A/B operator
• When to call “911”

https://www.tceq.texas.gov/remediation/pst_rp/ust_training
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Operator Training Records
• A/B Operator certificate
• Current list of C operators
• Ensure at least one certified operator on site during hours of 

operation

• Unmanned facilities must keep weather-resistant signs:
• Procedures for addressing a spill
• Location of emergency shutoff button
• When to call “911”
• Contact information for the A/B Operator



88

Additional Operator Training 
Records
• Documentation of re-training

• If applicable and if facility was previously determined 
to be in significant noncompliance

• If a licensed UST contractor is serving as your 
facility’s A/B Operator, you need a signed 
agreement
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A/B Operator Training Certification
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“C” Operator Training Log Sheet
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Temporarily Out of Service (TOOS)
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Requirements for all TOOS

• Update PST registration within 30 days
• Keep vent lines open and functioning
• Ensure tank system is locked/secured
• Maintain corrosion protection
• Operator Training
• Financial assurance unless:

• Tank is empty – documentation and
• A site check and necessary corrective actions have been performed 

according to release investigation and confirmation steps
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Requirements for Not Empty 
TOOS
• Not Empty, Temporarily Out of Service 
Tanks also need:

• Annual Self-Certification and Registration
• Release Detection records
• Report Suspected Releases
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TOOS Records

Empty
• Corrosion Protection
• Operator Training 
• Empty Documentation
• *Financial Assurance 

• No financial assurance if site 
check was completed

• Documentation of Site Check 

Not Empty
• Corrosion Protection
• Operator Training 
• Financial Assurance
• Annual Self Certification
• Release detection records
• Report Suspected Releases



95

Stage I and Stage II Vapor Recovery
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Stage I and Stage II Requirements

• Gasoline Dispensing Facilities
• Applicability determined by facility’s location and monthly 

throughput 
• Inspections during deliveries
• Submerged fill tube
• Annual testing
• 6C certification
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Stage I Vapor Recovery Webpage

https://www.tceq.texas.gov/airquality/mobilesource/vapor_recovery.html#testing1

https://www.tceq.texas.gov/airquality/mobilesource/vapor_recovery.html#testing1
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Stage I Applicability Map

https://wayback.archive-it.org/414/20210527111654/https://www.tceq.texas.gov/assets/public/implementation/air/vr/TexasStageIProgramMap.pdf

https://wayback.archive-it.org/414/20210527111654/https://www.tceq.texas.gov/assets/public/implementation/air/vr/TexasStageIProgramMap.pdf
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Stage I and Stage II Records

• Stage I documentation:
• Monthly gasoline throughput (inventory control 

records)
• If applicable based on location and throughput:

• Verification of a submerged fill tube
• Annual test results for the past two years
• 6C Certification documentation
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Stage I Passing Test Results: 
Pressure Vacuum Vent Cap
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Stage I Passing Test Results: Decay Test
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Stage I Passing Test Results
Pass or Fail

Pass

Pass
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What if I am missing information?

• Search TCEQ’s Central Registry
• Information about known PSTs and LPSTs
• http://www15.tceq.texas.gov/crpub/

• Contact TCEQ regional office
• Request records from our Central File 

Room
• File reviews
• Request copies of records
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TCEQ Forms Webpage

https://www.tceq.texas.gov/publications/search_forms.htmlhttps://www.tceq.texas.gov/publications/search_forms.html 

https://www.tceq.texas.gov/publications/search_forms.html
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For More Information…

• Contact regional SBLGA staff
• www.texasenvirohelp.org
• Hotline: 1-800-447-2827
• Email: 

PSTHelp@tceq.texas.gov

Submit Questions to the Q&A

www.texasenvirohelp.org
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