
Stormwater Multi-Sector General Permit 
(MSGP) Monitoring and Reporting in NetDMR

Macayla Coleman, Stormwater Team – TCEQ Water Quality Division



2

Current MSGP
• Effective August 14, 2021
• Expires August 14, 2026

• Authorizes point source discharges of:
• “stormwater associated with industrial activity” and
• certain non-stormwater discharges to surface 

waters in the state
• Stormwater discharges directly related to 

manufacturing, processing or raw materials storage 
areas at an industrial facility
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Stormwater Discharges Requiring MSGP 
Authorization 

• Stormwater discharges associated with industrial activity 
as defined in 40 CFR § 122.26(b)(14)(i) through (xi)

• Coverage is based upon:
• Primary Standard Industrial Classification Codes (SIC)       

and Activity Codes
• Discharges subject to federal effluent guidelines               

under 40 CFR Parts 400-471
• Divided into 30 Sectors - A to AD
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SIC Codes and Activity Codes
• SIC Codes

• Four digits in length 
• Based on revenue produced by the regulated activity
• Neither TCEQ nor EPA assign SIC codes

• Activity Codes
Sector Activity Code

K HZ- Hazardous waste treatment, 
storage and disposal

L LF- Landfill
O SE- Steam electric power plants
T TW- Treatment Works
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Primary and Secondary SIC Codes
• Primary SIC Codes

• An SIC code that describes the principal 
product or group of products produced or
distributed at a facility, or that describes 
services rendered

• The operation that generates the most revenue 
or employs the most personnel is the operation 
in which the facility is primarily engaged

• Secondary SIC Codes
• An SIC code that describes an industrial activity 

that is performed at a regulated facility or site 
that is in addition to the primary SIC code

EXAMPLE

“Handy Metal Works LLC 
produces metal cans and 
pressure tanks. Their 
greatest revenue comes 
from metal cans.”

Primary: 3411 – Metal Can 
Manufacturing

Secondary: 3443 –
Fabricated Plate Work 
(Boiler Shop)
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MSGP Applicability – Other Considerations
• Municipal-operated facilities
• Military bases and other federal facilities
• Co-located activities: more than one SIC code

• the operator must comply with all the sector specific requirements in the 
MSGP for all activities

• Co-located facilities: each has a distinct authorization number

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-NC-ND

http://www.historylink.org/File/9750
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/3.0/


MSGP Authorization Types
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Authorization Types
• Notice of Intent (NOI): available for all sites eligible for 

permit coverage
• Must comply with all permit requirements including monitoring

• No Exposure Certification (NEC): available for all sites that 
have no exposure of industrial materials or activities to 
stormwater

• “No-Exposure” means all industrial activities are either
conducted indoors or protected by a storm-resistant shelter to 
prevent exposure of those activities to rain, snow, snowmelt, 
or runoff  

• Operators certify that industrial activities and materials are not 
exposed to stormwater 

• No Stormwater Pollution Prevention Plan (SWP3), sampling, 
monitoring, inspections, or annual water quality fee 

This Photo by Unknown Author is 
licensed under CC BY-SA

Photo Credit: San Antonio Water 
System

https://en.wikibooks.org/wiki/High_School_Earth_Science/Pollution_of_the_Land
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/
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MSGP Sampling Data Reported in 
NetDMR
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Hazardous Metals Monitoring
• Required by ALL permittees regardless of Sector or SIC code

• based on state rules in 30 TAC Chapter 319
• One sample collected and analyzed annually by December 31 

of each year
• Reported by March 31 of each year only if there is an exceedance
• These will appear in NetDMR as Unscheduled limits

• Waiver option available
• If you implement a waiver, this must be indicated on the NOI or     

Notice of Change (NOC) submitted to TCEQ
• Not required to report in NetDMR, but can report with a              

No Data Indicator (NODI) Code
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Hazardous Metals Monitoring –
continued

Parameter 
(Total)

Discharges to 
Inland Waters 

(mg/L)

Discharges to 
Tidal Waters 

(mg/L)

Monitoring 
Frequency

Arsenic 0.3 0.3 1/ Year
Barium 4.0 4.0 1/ Year
Cadmium 0.2 0.3 1/ Year
Chromium 5.0 5.0 1/ Year
Copper 2.0 2.0 1/ Year
Lead 1.5 1.5 1/ Year
Manganese 3.0 3.0 1/ Year
Mercury 0.01 0.01 1/ Year
Nickel 3.0 3.0 1/ Year
Selenium 0.2 0.3 1/ Year
Silver 0.2 0.2 1/ Year
Zinc 6.0 6.0 1/ Year

Required by 30 
TAC Chapter 319
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Sector-Specific Numeric Effluent Limits –
Federal Effluent Guidelines
• Applies to certain facilities

• Sectors A, C, D, E, J, O, and S
• Must indicate on the NOI or NOC if you are subject to a relevant 

federal rule
• 40 CFR Parts 400-471 
• May not be applicable to all SIC codes in each Sector

• One sample collected and analyzed annually by December 31 
of each year

• Reported by March 31 of each year
• These will appear in NetDMR as Scheduled limits
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Sector Specific Numeric Effluent Limits –
Federal Effluent Guidelines continued
Sector O Example:
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Benchmark Monitoring
• Applies to certain facilities in 21 Sectors

• Based on SIC Code
• Two samples collected and analyzed semi-annually 

• January - June and July - December of each year
• Report average annual by March 31 of each year

• Benchmarks are not effluent limits
• In NetDMR they are “Alerts” 

• Waiver option available during Year 3 and 4 of the MSGP cycle
• Not required to report in NetDMR, but can report with a NODI Code

• Sampling not required for Year 5 of the MSGP
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Benchmark Monitoring continued 
againPermit Time Frame Sampling Requirements
NOI submitted between August 14 and 
December 31, 2021

No sampling required during this four-month 
period. 

Year 1 (January through December 2022) Sampling required during January to June 2022, 
and July to December 2022

Year 2 (January through December 2023) Sampling required during January to June 2023, 
and July to December 2023.

Year 3 (January through December 2024) Sampling required during January to June 2024, 
and July to December 2024, unless a benchmark 
waiver was obtained

Year 4 (January through December 2025) Sampling required during January to June 2025, 
and July to December 2025, unless a benchmark 
waiver was obtained.

Year 5 (January through August 2026) No sampling required during this eight-month 
period. 
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Benchmark Monitoring continued
Sector C Example:
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Impaired Waters and Pollutants of 
Concern Monitoring

• Applies to certain facilities discharging directly to an impaired waterbody
• Must indicate on NOI that the facility discharges a pollutant of concern (POC) at

a level of concern
• A POC is a parameter that the waterbody is impaired for
• Sampling parameter is sometimes different than the POC

• e.g., POC = Dissolved Oxygen, then sample parameter = BOD and COD

• One sample collected and analyzed annually by December 31 of each
year

• Report by March 31 of each year
• This will appear in NetDMR as an Unscheduled limit

• Report only – no limits
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Impaired Waters and Pollutants of 
Concern Monitoring continued
Example: 
• Permittee discharges directly to

freshwater Segment No. 1113
which has a Total Maximum Daily
Load (TMDL) for bacteria

• Permittee determines they
discharge bacteria at a level of
concern

• Permittee must monitor for E.coli
annually and report results
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MSGP Monitoring Summary
Monitoring Type Limit Set Type Season ID Reporting Due Date
Hazardous Metals Unscheduled Season ID = 0 March 31, annually
Sector-Specific 
Numeric Effluent 
Limits – Federal 
Effluent Guidelines 
(ELGs)

Scheduled and 
Unscheduled*

Season ID = 0 March 31, annually

Benchmark 
Monitoring

Unscheduled Season ID = 1 March 31, annually

Impaired Waterbody 
and Pollutant of 
Concern

Unscheduled Season ID = 0 March 31, annually

*In most cases, ELGs are Scheduled. However, for some ELGs, the Daily Average limits 
are Unscheduled and only reported if multiple samples are taken in one month
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MSGP Reporting in NetDMR
• Monitoring data must now be submitted through NetDMR

• System available to MSGP permittees now
• Additional questions on the NOI and NOC

• Request to implement waivers from Benchmarks or Hazardous
Metals monitoring

• Facility status (Active or Inactive)
• Outfall information

• The required monitoring for each site will appear in
NetDMR based on the NOI and NOC responses provided
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Example – TXR05EY46
NOI Responses
• Sector: D
• Primary SIC Code: 2951
• Federal Effluent Limitation Guidelines (ELGs): Part 443 Subpart A
• Discharge to Marine or Fresh Water: Fresh Water
• Discharging Pollutant of Concern: No
• Implementing Hazardous Metals Waiver: No
• Facility Status: Active
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TXR05EY46 – What should be in NetDMR?
• No Hazardous Metals waiver, then

• All Hazardous Metals will be listed in the Unscheduled limit set
• ELGs reported on NOI, then

• ELGs for TSS, Oil and Grease, and pH will be listed in the Scheduled and
Unscheduled limit set for 40 CFR Part 443 - Sector D Facilities Discharging
from Asphalt Emulsion Manufacturing Production Areas
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TXR05EY46 – What should be in NetDMR? 
continued
• Sector D, SIC code 2951, then

• Benchmark for TSS will appear in Unscheduled limit set
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Example – TXR05CW68
NOI Responses
• Sector: C, D, N
• Primary SIC Code: 5093
• Secondary SIC Codes: 2874, 2999
• Federal Effluent Limitation Guidelines (ELGs): Part 418 Subpart A - Sector C 

Facilities Discharging from Phosphate Fertilizer Manufacturing Activities and Part 
443 Subpart A - Sector D Facilities Discharging from Asphalt Emulsion 
Manufacturing Production Areas 

• Discharge to Marine or Fresh Water: Fresh Water
• Discharging Pollutant of Concern: Yes, Dissolved Oxygen – BOD5 and COD
• Implementing Hazardous Metals Waiver: No
• Facility Status: Active



25

TXR05CW68 – What should be in NetDMR?
• No Hazardous metals waiver, then

• All Hazardous metals will be listed in Unscheduled limit set for fresh water
• Two ELGs reported on application, then

• ELGs for Total Phosphorus and Fluoride will be listed in the Scheduled and
Unscheduled limit set for 40 CFR Part 418 - Sector C Facilities Discharging
from Phosphate Fertilizer Manufacturing Activities
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TXR05CW68 – What should be in NetDMR? 
continued
• Two ELGs reported on application, then

• ELGs for TSS, Oil & Grease, and pH will be listed in the Scheduled and
Unscheduled limit set for 40 CFR Part 443 - Sector D Facilities Discharging
from Asphalt Emulsion Manufacturing Production Areas
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TXR05CW68 – What should be in NetDMR? 
Continued 2• Sector C, SIC code 2874,

then 
• Benchmarks for Nitrate +

Nitrite N, Total Lead, Iron, and
Zinc, and Phosphorus, and
TSS will appear in the
Unscheduled limit set

• Sector D, SIC code 2999,
then

• No Benchmarks for this SIC
Code
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TXR05CW68 – What should be in NetDMR? 
Continued 3

• Sector N, SIC code 5093, then
• Benchmarks for Total Copper, Aluminum, Iron, Lead, and Zinc, and TSS,

and COD will appear in Scheduled limit set

• Where there are duplicates from the SIC 2874 Benchmarks, the
duplicates are not repeated in NetDMR
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TXR05CW68 – What should be in NetDMR? 
Continued 4• Pollutant of Concern indicated for Dissolved Oxygen –

BOD5 and COD
• Report only will be listed for both BOD5 and COD in

Unscheduled limit set
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Unscheduled DMRs in NetDMR
• Link to NetDMR Support Portal article on Unscheduled DMRs:
https://usepa.servicenowservices.com/oeca_icis?
id=kb_article&sys_id=ccab58ef1bcb41948e946311f54bcb2f 

https://usepa.servicenowservices.com/oeca_icis?id=kb_article&sys_id=ccab58ef1bcb41948e946311f54bcb2f
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Preparing to Use NetDMR
• It may be helpful to review the permit and your specific NOI and

NOCs to determine what outfalls and monitoring types you
need to complete within NetDMR

• The following worksheets and tables can be used to summarize
facility information and prepare to submit data

Prepare for 
Success
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Worksheet
Facility Profile
• Sector:
• Primary SIC Code:
• Secondary SIC code(s):

• Federal Effluent Limitation Guidelines (ELGs):
• Benchmark:
• Implementing Hazardous Metals Waiver:
• Exceedance of Hazardous Metal (if no waiver):
• Direct discharge to Impaired Water Body:
• Discharging Pollutant of Concern:
• Facility Status:
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Sampling Type Scheduled or Frequency of Season ID Does my facility 
Unscheduled Sample report this 

sampling type? 
(Y or N)

Hazardous Unscheduled Annually 0
Metals

Benchmark Unscheduled Semi-Annually 1

Federal Effluent Scheduled* Annually 0
Limits

Impaired Unscheduled Annually 0
Waterbody

*In most cases, ELGs are Scheduled. However, for some ELGs, the Daily Average limits are
Unscheduled and only reported if multiple samples are taken in one month

Determining Your Outfall IDs



TCEQ Stormwater Team 
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Stormwater Team Contact
Stormwater Team

512-239-4671

SWGP@tceq.texas.gov

Stormwater Processing Center

512-239-3700

SWPermit@tceq.texas.gov

mailto:SWGP@tceq.texas.gov
mailto:SWPermit@tceq.texas.gov
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Questions?

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-SA

https://www.flickr.com/photos/diversey/46879015824
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/
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10 Minute Break
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