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divisions and offices and numerous state and fed-

eral agencies that are involved with the border and

its environment. Border Affairs staff supports

TNRCC objectives in five areas:

■   Working with TNRCC regional offices in the

border region.

■   Serving as a clearinghouse for border

environmental information, including the

development of the State of the Rio Grande

and the Environment of the Border Region.

■   Developing cross-border projects through

cooperative efforts with Mexican counter-

parts and other stakeholders, including the

private sector and nongovernmental

organizations, to address common environ-

mental problems.

■   Partnering with entities related to the North

American Free Trade Agreement—such as

the Border Environment Cooperation

Commission, the North American Develop-

ment Bank, and the North American

Commission on Environmental Coopera-

tion—on issues that affect Texas.

■   Identifying and addressing issues with other

border U.S. and Mexican states through the

Ten State Initiative, the U.S.-Mexico Border

Governors’ Conferences, and the

workgroups related to the binational

program under the La Paz Agreement.

Defining the Border Region
For Texas, the Rio Grande defines the entire

international border between the U.S. and Mexico.

Texas has four Mexican states as neighbors. From

east to west, these are Tamaulipas, Nuevo León,

Coahuila, and Chihuahua.

Figure 1-1
U.S.-Mexico Border Region in Texas and Four Neighboring Mexican States
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The Mexican States and New Mexico data were taken from the 1999 ESRI Data & Maps CD. The counties and parks were derived from the U.S. Census
Bureau 1998 TIGER/Line dataset. The cities of Mexico are noncertified public sector data (for general reference only). The Rio Grande and its tributaries
were from the TNRCC 1994 Rio Grande Hydro layer. The remaining streams were derived from the U.S. Census Bureau 1992 TIGER/Line dataset.




