Irrigation Advisory Council (IAC)
August 1st, 2024

Charles Swanson, IAC Chairman, called the meeting to start at 9:06 am. The members of the
IAC present introduced themselves, Norman Werback, DJ Seeger, Mark Peterson, Donna
Starling, Monique Cogburn, David Moulton, and James Garvin. Jimmy Bergdorf was not present.
The TCEQ staff present introduced themselves next, which included Thomas Minucci, Jayme
Martone, Joseph Hopkins, Paul Munguia & Teresa Etheredge with Occupational Licensing, and
Kathrine McGlaughlin in the Cross Connection Control program. The meeting minutes from the
May 2" meeting were motioned for approval by Norman Werback and seconded by Donna
Starling and were subsequently approved as submitted by the Council.

The Landscape Irrigation Program (LIP) gave their program update which included the
landscape irrigation investigation numbers for fiscal year 2024. Ms. Martone then gave a brief
description of the difference between a Notice of Enforcement (NOE) vs a Notice of Violation
(NOV).

Ms. McGlaughlin then gave her update for the Cross Connection Control program. She said
they are still receiving a heavy volume of calls from the public for assistance. They were invited
to speak at a backflow association meeting in San Antonio. They are getting ready for the
public drinking water conference next week in Austin (August 6™-7"). The next Cross Control
Subcommittee meeting will be September 5®. Mr. Werback asked what kind of calls they have
been receiving, which she stated that the majority are for technical questions or calls for other
programs/areas of the TCEQ.

Teresa Etheredge with the licensing division of the TCEQ gave an update. She said that they
[licensing division] will be present at the public drinking water conference. She said that the
updates the Chapter 30 of the Texas Administrative code will go to agenda at the August 28"
meeting for approval. These rules will take effect in the following months and into 2025. A
link to Amendments to Title 30, Texas Administrative Code, Chapter 30 Occupational Licenses
and Registrations can be found here: https://www.tceq.texas.gov/licensing/amendments-to-30-
texas-administrative-code-chapter-30-occupational-licenses-and-registrations. The Licensing
numbers were present and discussed next, the numbers will be attached at the end of the
meeting minutes. The number of irrigation inspectors was discussed, as was the pass rate for
an LI (landscape irrigation) license. Paul Munguia also said that they are looking for more
backflow proctors.

Workgroups were the next item discussed, starting with the web content workgroup. Ms.
Martone stated that there hasn’t been a meeting in a few months, but needs the content created
to start doing edits. The irrigation survey was discussed next, the survey was sent out for a
second time and only got one additional response. Donna Starling said that she can have some
interns help get more responses. James Garvin said a conflict many cities are having is that
they are not required to have inspectors. New workgroup topics were discussed, including
doing an overhaul of the RG-466 (regulatory guidance document). Members joining this
subcommittee include Mr. Swanson, Mr. Werback, and Mr. Peterson.

A Mr. Walter Wilson, LI0001546, has requested an honorary license status. The honorary
license status was discussed but the council decided that there was not enough information to
grant an honorary license at this time. The council has questions regarding a gap in licensing,
and they’re involvement in the industry. The official vote for honorary license will take place
the next meeting in order to get more information from the individual. The council members
also mentioned the need for an application for honorary license status.
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Ms. Martone then mentioned that we [the landscape irrigation program] are currently looking
for nominations to be on the IAC. We are looking for two licensed irrigators (this could be LIs,
Irrigation technicians, or irrigation inspectors), and one public member (cannot hold an LI, be
the spouse of one, or have a financial interest in the industry). The members who are cycling
off the council are Mr. Swanson, Ms. Starling, and Mr. Moulton.

Next public members who wish to address the council were given an opportunity. Della Reyes
had a question for Occupational licenses and was referred to them for the answer. No other
questions were asked from the public. Mr. Swanson spoke about the 10" anniversary of Texas

A&M Agrilife Extension’s Water My Yard program. They are having a celebration in Dallas this
Saturday (August 3™) from 8:30 am - 12:00 pm.

A motion to adjourn was made at 10:48 am, by Mark Peterson and seconded by Donna Starling
which was subsequently approved by the rest of the Council.
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