
Texas Commission on Environmental Quality 

WATER UTILITY OPERATOR LICENSING 
ADVISORY COMMITTEE 

Meeting Minutes 

Date:  October 13, 2025 
Time:  9:00 a.m. 
Location: Hybrid Meeting through Microsoft Teams 
     
Members Attending 
Zachary Lillie, President 
Angel Bustamante, Vice President  
Adam Farguson 
David Garza 
Wesley Nebgen 
Eduardo Montaña 
Larry Bell 
Leanne Wilson 
 

*Members attending virtually were 
directed to turn on their cameras to 
facilitate participation.  
**Visitors were directed to turn off 
their cameras to alleviate buffering and 
internet bandwidth. 
 
  
 
 

Members Absent 
Cory Moose 
Harrold Burris 
Melissa Loyd 
Joseph McDaniel 
Raymond Perez 
 
Visitors  
Crystal Bowman 
John Walden 
Edward J Williams 
Ben Hodges 
David Van Riper 
J. Horry 
Karen Menard 
Larry Goldberg 
Leonard Leinfelder 
Yolanda D Martin 
Raymond Perez  
Robb Starr  
Gary L. Sober 

TCEQ Staff Attending  
Jaya Zyman, Occupational Licensing and Registration Division (OLRD)  
Tamara Calhoun, OLRD 
Teresa Etheredge, OLRD 
John William Adams, OLRD 
Chance Rushing, OLRD 
Kenneth Smith, OLRD 
Samantha Royall, OLRD 
Dana Lyons, OLRD 
Sarah Ward, OLRD 
Dania Grundmann, Water Quality Division (WQD) 
Dorothy Young, Water Supply Division (WSD) 
Jason Robinson, Small Business and Local Government (SBLG)  

https://www.tceq.texas.gov/licensing/groups/wuoc_comm.html
https://www.tceq.texas.gov/licensing/groups/wuoc_comm.html
https://www.tceq.texas.gov/licensing/groups/wuoc_comm.html/#list


Call to order:   
The meeting was called to order by moderator Kenneth Smith. 

Member Introductions:  
No new members.  
Quorum check – quorum present. 

Approval of Minutes: 
A motion to approve the meeting minutes from July 14th, 2025, was made by David 
Garza and seconded by Adam Farguson all members approved. 

Water Supply Division (WSD) Updates: Dorothy Young 
• None. 

Q&A Session 
None. 

Water Quality Division (WQD) Updates: Dania 
Grundmann 

Upcoming WQD Meetings: 
Water Quality Stormwater Seminar – October 21, 2025 
Commons Conference Center at the J.J. Pickle Research Campus 

2025 WQWS Tentative Agenda 

 

Occupational Licensing (OL) Updates: Jaya Zyman,  
Tamara Calhoun, Teresa Etheridge, & Paul Munguia 

Licensing Statistics 
Licensing Statistics for 4th quarter of FY25 were sent out and no questions or 
concerns were raised.  

Ethics Training Petition 
On September 25, 2024, the Texas Commission on Environmental Quality received a 
petition from the Water Environment Association of Texas (WEAT) and the Texas 
Section of the American Water Works Association (TAWWA) (petitioners). The 
petitioners requested that the commission revise 30 Texas Administrative Code (TAC) 
Chapter 30, Occupational Licenses and Registrations, sections 30.392 and 30.342, to 
require continuing education (CE) ethics training for renewal of all levels of public 
water system and wastewater operator licenses. The petitioners requested that four 
hours of ethics training be required in each renewal cycle, which is every three years. 

https://www.tceq.texas.gov/downloads/p2/events/water-quality-stormwater-seminar-agenda.pdf


The proposed ethics training would count towards the 30 CE credits already required 
to renew a license. 
TCEQ is seeking input on whether this issue is best addressed in rule and if so, how 
many CE credits of ethics would be appropriate and if this requirement should be 
part of the 30 CE credits already required to renew a license. A public stakeholder 
meeting will be held on October 20th at 10:00am to provide stakeholders and the 
public with the opportunity to give informal comments.  
 
David Garza submitted a survey that he helped conduct and the group discussed.  
The survey generally showed that most survey participants believed that if the ethics 
training were to be required, that it should be a two-hour training course.  
 

House Bill 1237 – License Renewal Extension (Applies to licenses that expire on or 
after 9/1/2025) 
New Provision: Extends renewal period to 180 days (approximately six months). 
Late renewal applications will incur additional fees  

• Regular renewal fee: $111 (no changes) 
• Up to 90 days late, 1.5x the regular renewal fee  
• 91-180 days late, 2x the regular renewal fee 
• 180 days+, the license is not renewable. 
• If renewal application is submitted within 90 days after the license expiration 

date, they are now allowed to engage in activities that require a license. 
Previously, if the license was expired, you could not engage in activities that 
require a license.  

Continuing education must still be completed before license expiration. 
Effective September 1, 2025, as a statutory change. 

House Bill 5629 & Senate Bill 1818  
HB 5629 and SB 1818 amend the process for military service members, veterans, and 
military spouses applying for a reciprocal license. 
 
HB 5629 amends the reciprocal process for military service members, veterans, and 
military spouses with an occupational license from another state seeking an 
occupational license in Texas on or after September 1, 2025. The review process for 
reciprocal licenses will be based on whether the license in the other state is similar in 
scope of practice to a license in Texas, regardless of whether the requirements are 
substantially equivalent to Texas or how the license was obtained. A military member, 
veteran, or military spouse, applying or a reciprocal license in Texas, would need to 
provide supporting documentation to prove that he or she is in good standing with 
the state from which he or she holds a license by submitting a notarized affidavit.  HB 
5629 gives TCEQ 10 days to respond to an applicant as to 1) whether they qualify for 
the reciprocal license, 2) the application is incomplete, or 3) the agency is unable to 
recognize the applicant’s out-of-state license. HB 5629 also requires TCEQ to waive 
the application fee for all applications for a new license submitted by a military 



service member, veteran, or military spouse. Additionally, HB 5629 requires TCEQ to 
maintain a record of complaints made against military service members, veterans or 
military spouses with reciprocal licenses and publish these complaints quarterly on 
the agency website.  
 

SB 1818 requires state licensing authorities to promptly issue a provisional license or 
license to military members, veterans, and military spouses who apply for a 
reciprocal license. The provisional license would expire when the agency approves or 
denies the application for a reciprocal license or 180 days after the provisional license 
is issued, whichever comes first.  

Senate Bill 1080 – Criminal History & License Revocation 
Amends license revocation rules for felony convictions: 
Clarifies revocation is automatic only if directly related to the licensed profession. 
Still allows discretionary revocation for any felony or revoked parole/probation. 

Upcoming Rulemaking Process 
Stakeholder Meeting October 20 at 10:00 AM (details will be posted on website). 

• Open for Public Comment  

Rulemaking Steps: 
• Informal stakeholder feedback. 
• Drafting of proposed rules. 
• Presentation to Commission for permission to publish. 
• 30-day public comment period. 
• Rulemaking hearing and formal public comment period. 
• Response to comments and potential revisions. 
• Agenda and final adoption by Commission. 
• Effective date follows adoption. 

Key Points of Clarification 
Statutory changes (HB 1237, HB 5629, SB 1080) went into effect Sept 1, 2025, 
regardless of rulemaking status. 
Rule changes (ethics training and clarifications) must go through the rulemaking 
process. 
Next Steps: 

• Monitor agency website for stakeholder meeting details. 
• Formal comment opportunities during the rulemaking timeline. 
• Implementation of new rules expected within a year or more from initial 

proposal. 

TCEQ encourages licenses holders to give feedback and comment during this 
rulemaking process.  

 
 



Communication & Notifications 
Licensing notices (e.g., exam analyses, approvals, deficiency letters) are now primarily 
sent via email. If two emails are on file, both will receive communications. If no email 
is on file, regular mail will be used. Applicants are urged to check spam folders and 
keep contact information up to date. 

TCEQ Post-Training (end-of-course) Survey 
Survey developed by TCEQ to gather student feedback regarding: 

• Course quality including type and delivery method 
• Instructor performance to foster overall instructional improvement and 

enhance the learning environment for students 
• Training provider compliance with course requirements (e.g., use of approved 

manuals) 
 

The survey will be distributed by TCEQ via email. Feedback will go directly to TCEQ, 
not to the training providers. 

The initiative is intended to:  
• improve training quality,  
• support increased accountability 
• assist prioritization of audits. 
• identify issues remotely, especially due to limited staff availability for in-person 

audits.  
Request WUOLAC members review and provide feedback on drafted survey questions 
previously sent out. 

Instructor Qualification Fee 
The revision of RG-373 has been completed and is currently undergoing internal 
review. Once finalized and published, the new fee structure will go into effect. 

• $10 fee per course for independent instructor qualification reviews for 
previously approved courses. 

• No change in fees for applications for new courses. The instructor review is 
already included. 

• Implementation begins once RG-373 revisions are published. An official 
notification will be sent once the revised RG is released. 

Q&A Session      
A question was raised regarding on how long to get an approval to take an exam at a 
CBT center.  
Clarification Provided: 

• It takes about 30 days 
• Some applicants submit incomplete applications and so it may take longer 
• NOD letters are now sent through email and not regular mail. 

Can we get the last 4 digits of the credit card printed on the receipt, or some 
identifying marker, for licensing payments. 



• Renewals are handled through Texas.gov and we have no authority over the 
receipt. 

• There is an in-house ticket to get renewal applications through OLEA. 

How does TCEQ review education when someone submits an application.   
• Chapter 30, subchapter A - Definitions 
• Applications are done on the honor system, and that goes for experience as 

well.  We look for red flags and inconsistency, then further inquiry is 
conducted. 

Adjourn  
David Garza made a motion to adjourn, seconded by Adam Farguson. Meeting 
adjourned.  

Contacts: 
• Tamara Calhoun: Tamara.Calhoun@tceq.texas.gov 
• Teresa Etheredge: Teresa.Etheredge@tceq.texas.gov 
• Paul Munguia: Paul.Munguia@tceq.texas.gov  
• Kenneth Smith: Kenneth.Smith@tceq.texas.gov 
• Dorothy Young: Dorothy.Young@tceq.texas.gov  
• Leticia DeLeon: Leticia.DeLeon@tceq.texas.gov 
• Dania Grundmann: Dania.Grundmann@tceq.texas.gov 
• Jason Robinson: Jason.Robinson@tceq.texas.gov 
• TCEQ Licensing: Licenses@tceq.texas.gov 
• TCEQ OL Training: OLtraining@tceq.texas.gov 
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