
TCEQ REGULATORY GUIDANCE 
Air Permits Division 
RG-597 ● Revised July 2025 

 

TEXAS COMMISSION ON ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY • PO BOX 13087 • AUSTIN, TX 78711-3087 
TCEQ is an equal opportunity employer. The agency does not allow discrimination on the basis of race, color, religion, national origin, sex, disability, age, 
sexual orientation, or veteran status. In compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act, this document may be requested in alternate formats by 
contacting TCEQ at 512-239-0010, or 800-RELAY-TX (TDD), or by writing PO Box 13087, Austin TX 78711-3087. We authorize you to use or reproduce 
any original material contained in this publication—that is, any material we did not obtain from other sources. Please acknowledge TCEQ as your source. 
For more information on TCEQ publications, visit our website at: tceq.texas.gov/publications 
How is our customer service? tceq.texas.gov/customersurvey 

Fact Sheet for Remediation Under 
Air Permits by Rule (PBR)  

Title 30, Texas Administrative Code (30 TAC), Section 106.533 

Overview 

Equipment used to extract, handle, process, condition, reclaim, or destroy 
contaminants for the purpose of remediation is permitted by rule. Remediation is 
defined in 30 TAC Subsection 106.533(b)(8), as an act or process taken to reduce 
or eliminate contaminants in the environment. This process may include, but is not 
limited to: 

• Assessment or treatment activities such as air, soil, or water sampling. 
• Pilot tests or treatment. 
• Post-clean-up activities that use facilities. 

Administrative Requirements 

Notification is required for remediation projects. Notification must be submitted 
before pilot test wells begin operation and should be updated before the 
commencement of treatment, or if emission controls facilities are changed. This 
notification should include the Air Permits Division (APD) Relocation/Notification 
Form (TCEQ-20122) found on the New Source Review and Permits by Rule 
Notification and Verification Forms and Instructions webpage1. In addition, include 
any supporting documentation that demonstrates compliance with the permit by 
rule (e.g. plot plan, area map, etc.). The relevant forms and checklists can be found 
on TCEQ’s Forms for Air Permits by Rule webpage2. There is no fee required for 
remediation notifications. The notification form and supporting documentation must 
be submitted through STEERS3 and to the appropriate remediation program4. 

Rule Requirements 

Using equipment to extract, handle, process, condition, reclaim, or destroy 
contaminants for the purpose of remediation is permitted by rule. Three distinct 
types of remediation sites are covered by the PBR: Sites contaminated only with 
petroleum compounds, sites contaminated only with dry-cleaning compounds, and 
all other contaminated sites and affected properties. Only remediation performed at 
an affected property on a given site where the original contamination occurred, or 
at a nearby site secondarily affected by the contamination can be authorized. The 
PBR defines terms, requires appropriate control equipment and minimum stack 
heights, and establishes distance limits for multiple remediation facilities, requiring 
them to be separated by at least 100 feet or combined and treated as a single 
facility. Emergency containment and the removal of soil or water from spills are not 
covered by PBR 106.533 but must instead comply with 30 TAC Chapter 101 of this title. 

 
1 www.tceq.texas.gov/permitting/air/forms/newsourcereview/nsr_notice_verify_forms.html 
2 www.tceq.texas.gov/permitting/air/forms/permitbyrule/pbr-forms 
3 www3.tceq.texas.gov/steers/ 
4 www.tceq.texas.gov/remediation 
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PBR 106.533 includes requirements for sites contaminated with petroleum and dry-
cleaning compounds, establishes emission limits for situations where there are off-
site receptors within 100 feet, and establishes different limits for sites where off-site 
receptors are at least 100 feet away. For sites with dry-cleaning compounds, only 
carbon adsorption systems are allowed as control devices. 
 
For all other sites and affected properties, there are emission limits under 
PBR 106.261 and 106.262 and a minimum distance requirement that sites be 100 
feet from any off-site receptor, as referenced in 30 TAC Subsection 106.533(f). 
 
Control devices covered by 30 TAC Subsection 106.533(g) include direct-flame 
combustion, flares, catalytic oxidizers, internal combustion engines, and carbon 
adsorption systems. For each of these control devices, the PBR includes design 
requirements, operational restrictions, and compliance demonstration conditions. 
 
Fugitive emissions monitoring requirements for sites that do not use control devices 
are listed in 30 TAC Subsection 106.533(h). 
 
Other local restrictions, state regulations, and federal air regulations may apply to 
remediation projects. Remediation activities conducted under the Voluntary Cleanup 
Program or Superfund program may have modified requirements. 
 
Finally, minimum recordkeeping requirements are listed in 30 TAC Subsection 
106.533(j)(2) to demonstrate compliance. 
 
If you have questions, please call the Rule Registrations Section of the Air Permits 
Division at 512-239-1250. 
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