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Attachment A 

 

Original Approval Letter 



Jon Niermann, Chairman 

Bobby Janecka, Commissioner 

Catarina R. Gonzales, Commissioner 

Kelly Keel, Executive Director 

TEXAS COMMISSION ON ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY 
Protecting Texas by Reducing and Preventing Pollution 

TCEQ Region 11  •  P.O. Box 13087  •  Austin, Texas 78711-3087  •  512-339-2929  •  Fax 512-339-3795 

Austin Headquarters: 512-239-1000  •  tceq.texas.gov  •  How is our customer service?  tceq.texas.gov/customersurvey 
printed on recycled paper 

May 10, 2024 

Mr. Brian Otto 
Meritage Homes of Texas, LLC 
2722 W. Bitters Road, Suite 200 
San Antonio, Texas 78248 

Re:  Approval of an Organized Sewage Collection System (SCS) Plan  
Specht Road Subdivision Off-Site Sewer Improvements; Located northeast of Blanco 
Road and Specht Road; City of San Antonio ETJ, Bexar County, Texas 
Edwards Aquifer Protection Program ID: 13001893, Regulated Entity No. RN111029088 

 
 
Dear Mr. Otto: 

The Texas Commission on Environmental Quality (TCEQ) has completed its review on the 
application for the above-referenced project submitted to the Edwards Aquifer Protection 
Program (EAPP) by Cude Engineers on behalf of the applicant, Meritage Homes of Texas, LLC on 
February 27, 2024.  Final review of the application was completed after additional material was 
received on April 30, 2024.  

As presented to the TCEQ, the application was prepared in general compliance with the 
requirements of 30 Texas Administrative Codes (TAC) Chapter §213 and Chapter §217. The 
engineering design report, technical specifications and final design plans were prepared by a 
Texas licensed professional engineer (PE). All construction plans and design information were 
sealed, signed, and dated by a Texas licensed PE. Therefore, the application for the construction 
of the proposed project and methods to protect the Edwards Aquifer are hereby approved, 
subject to applicable state rules and the conditions in this letter.  

This approval expires two years from the date of this letter, unless, prior to the expiration 
date, more than 10 percent of the construction has commenced on the project or an extension 
of time has been officially requested. This approval or extension will expire, and no extension 
will be granted if more than 50 percent of the project has not been completed within ten years 
from the date of this letter.  

The applicant or a person affected may file with the chief clerk a motion for reconsideration of 
the executive director's final action on this Edwards Aquifer protection plan. A motion for 
reconsideration must be filed in accordance with 30 TAC §50.139.  

 

BACKGROUND 

TCEQ issued a SCS approval for Estancia Ranch gravity sewer (13001157) on October 8, 2020. 
The project proceeded with construction of the lift station and force main without submittal of 
an SCS application to TCEQ.  
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PROJECT DESCRIPTION 

The proposed sewage collection system will provide disposal service for residential 
development. The system includes one lift station, dual force mains, gravity line from the sewer 
outfall approved for Estancia Ranch (13001157), and other appurtenance necessary for 
conveying wastewater to a treatment plant.  

The proposed SCS includes the lines listed in the table below: 

Pipe Diameter (inches) Linear Feet Pipe Material Specifications 

8 27.62 PVC SDR 26 ASTM D-3034 

6 11,709.26 HDPE (DIPS), DR 11 ASTM F714 

Total Linear Feet 11,736.88   

 

LIFT STATION DETAILS  

The proposed lift station will consist of a 10-foot diameter wet well with an approximate depth 
of 29.5 feet, three Flygt NP 31711 SH 3-275 model submersible pumps, and Emergency Power 
Generator.  Each pump will have a pumping capacity of 203 gallons per minute (gpm) at a total 
dynamic head (TDH) of 215 feet. The lift station is designed and will be constructed to ensure 
that bypassing of sewage does not occur.   

Additional equipment will include a control panel, an audio-visual alarm, SCADA 
instrumentation with full time monitoring at SAWS SCADA control center, hoisting equipment, 
level pump controllers, pump supports and discharge piping with valves, and a security fence 
with controlled access. Additional redundant influent flow level monitoring will be provided at 
the sewer outfall upstream of this lift station by a Smart Cover with satellite link that alarms at 
the SAWS Control Center when a changing trend is identified. 

 

TREATMENT FACILITY 

The system will be connected to an existing SAWS wastewater line for conveyance to the 
Stephen M. Clouse Water Recycling Center for treatment and disposal. The proposed system 
shall be connected for conveyance prior to use of the development. The project will conform 
to all applicable codes, ordinances, and requirements of the City of San Antonio and SAWS. 

 

GEOLOGY 

According to the Geologic Assessment (GA) included with the application, the surficial units of 
the site are the Bulverde, Little Sisters and Twin Sisters members of the lower Glen Rose 
limestone. No sensitive geologic features were identified in the GA. The site assessment 
conducted on April 18, 2024, by TCEQ staff determined the site to be generally as described by 
the GA.    

 

SPECIAL CONDITIONS 

I. In lieu of meeting 30 TAC 217.67(a)(3) which requires a 5 feet per second flushing velocity 
twice per day, applicant provided enhanced SCADA system monitoring, use of a Smart 
Cover with satellite telemetry that will alarm at SAWS SCADA Control Center if any trend 
identifies higher sewer outfall levels or reduced pumping capability. SAWS will also 
maintain ability to flush each force main if monitoring and test data reflect reduction in 
force main capacity potentially the result of deposition of sediment in the force main. 
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II. In lieu of a geologist certification that the excavation has been inspected for the presence of 
sensitive features, applicant and SAWS submitted Inspection reports and construction 
inspection photos of the lift station excavation prior to placement of base and concrete. 

STANDARD CONDITIONS 

1. The plan holder (applicant) must comply with all provisions of 30 TAC Chapter §213 and all 
technical specifications in the approved plan. The plan holder should also acquire and 
comply with additional and separate approvals, permits, registrations or authorizations 
from other TCEQ Programs (i.e., Water Quality) as required based on the specifics of the 
plan. 

2. In addition to the rules of the Commission, the plan holder must also comply with state and 
local ordinances and regulations providing for the protection of water quality as applicable. 

Prior to Commencement of Construction: 

3. The plan holder of any approved Edwards Aquifer protection plan must notify the EAPP and 
obtain approval from the executive director prior to initiating any modification to the 
activities described in the referenced application following the date of the approval.  

4. The plan holder must provide written notification of intent to commence construction, 
replacement, or rehabilitation of the referenced project. Notification must be submitted to 
the EAPP no later than 48 hours prior to commencement of the regulated activity. 
Notification must include the date on which the regulated activity will commence, the name 
of the approved plan and program ID number for the regulated activity, and the name of 
the prime contractor with the name and telephone number of the contact person.   

5. Temporary erosion and sedimentation (E&S) controls as described in the referenced 
application, must be installed prior to construction, and maintained during construction.  
Temporary E&S controls may be removed when vegetation is established, and the 
construction area is stabilized. The TCEQ may monitor stormwater discharges from the site 
to evaluate the adequacy of temporary E&S control measures. Additional controls may be 
necessary if excessive solids are being discharged from the site. 

During Construction: 

6. This approval does not authorize the installation of temporary or permanent aboveground 
storage tanks on this project that will have a total storage capacity of 500 gallons or more 
of static hydrocarbons or hazardous substances without prior approval of an Aboveground 
Storage Tank facility application.    

7. If any sensitive feature is encountered during construction, replacement, or rehabilitation 
on this project, all regulated activities must be immediately suspended near it and 
notification must be made to TCEQ EAPP staff. Temporary BMPs must be installed and 
maintained to protect the feature from pollution and contamination. Regulated activities 
near the feature may not proceed until the executive director has reviewed and approved 
the methods proposed to protect the feature and the aquifer from potentially adverse 
impacts to water quality. 

8. If sediment escapes the construction site, the sediment must be removed at a frequency 
sufficient to minimize offsite impacts to water quality (e.g., fugitive sediment in street being 
washed into surface streams or sensitive features by the next rain). Sediment must be 
removed from sediment traps or sedimentation ponds not later than when design capacity 
has been reduced by 50 percent. Litter, construction debris, and construction chemicals 
shall be prevented from becoming stormwater discharge pollutants. 
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9. Intentional discharges of sediment laden water are not allowed. If dewatering becomes 
necessary, the discharge must be filtered through appropriately selected BMPs.   

10. The following records shall be maintained and made available to the executive director 
upon request: the dates when major grading activities occur, the dates when construction 
activities temporarily or permanently cease on a portion of the site, and the dates when 
stabilization measures are initiated. 

11. Stabilization measures shall be initiated as soon as practicable in portions of the site where 
construction activities have temporarily or permanently ceased, and construction activities 
will not resume within 21 days. When the initiation of stabilization measures by the 14th 
day is precluded by weather conditions, stabilization measures shall be initiated as soon as 
practicable. 

After Completion of Construction: 

12. No part of the organized sewage collection system may be used as a sewage holding tank, as 
defined in 30 TAC §213.3 (excluding lift stations), over the Edwards Aquifer recharge zone. 

13. A Texas licensed PE must certify in writing that the new sewage collection system 
(including force mains) has passed all required testing. The certification shall be submitted 
to the EAPP within 30 days of test completion and prior to the new sewage collection 
system being put into service.   

14. A Texas licensed PE must certify subsequent testing required every five years of the 
existing sewage collection system after being put into use to determine types and locations 
of structural damage and defects such as offsets, open joints, or cracked or crushed lines 
that would allow exfiltration to occur. The test results must be retained by the plan holder 
for five years and made available to the executive director upon request.   

 

The holder of the approved Edwards Aquifer protection plan is responsible for compliance with 
Chapter §213 and any condition of the approved plan through all phases of plan 
implementation. Failure to comply with any condition within this approval letter is a violation 
of Chapter §213 and is subject to administrative rule or orders and penalties as provided under 
§213.10 of this title (relating to Enforcement). Such violations may also be subject to civil 
penalties and injunction. Upon legal transfer of this property, the new owner is required to 
comply with all terms of the approved Edwards Aquifer protection plan.  

This action is taken as delegated by the executive director of the Texas Commission on 
Environmental Quality. If you have any questions or require additional information, please 
contact Don Vandertulip, PE, BCEE of the Edwards Aquifer Protection Program at 210-403-4057 
or the regional office at 512-339-2929.  

 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Lillian I. Butler, Section Manager 
Edwards Aquifer Protection Program 
Texas Commission on Environmental Quality 
 
LIB/dv 
 
cc: Mr. David D. Cupit, II, PE; Cude Engineers 
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Narrative of Proposed Modification 
Blanco Road Phase III 

 
This project consists of removing and replacing approximately 6,247 linear feet of proposed 2 - 6” HDPE 

force main (FM) pipe serving utility improvements for the project known as Blanco Road Phase III. 

Blanco Road Phase III is a part of the larger Bexar County roadway reconstruction and drainage 

improvement project known as Blanco Road From: Borgfeld Drive to Bexar/Comal County Line. The 

existing Force Main and lift station were constructed with the Specht Road Subdivision Off-site Sewer 

Improvements and an Organized Sewage Collection System (SCS) Plan was approved for this project May 

10, 2024. No changes will be made to the existing lift station and manholes.  The site is located outside 

the city limits but within the Extraterritorial Jurisdiction (ETJ) of San Antonio, Bexar County, Texas.  The 

Blanco Road Phase III project is located over the Edwards Aquifer Recharge & Contributing Zone.   

A Geologic feature was found within the SCS 50-foot envelope. The Geologic feature type is a concealed 

normal fault that crosses the central portion of the site at Meusebach Creek. This Geologic feature has 

low probability of infiltration and no voids were observed that would contain habitat suitable for 

endangered karst invertebrates. Project wastewater will eventually be disposed of by the existing 

Stephen M. Clouse Water Recycling Center.   
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Current Site Plan of the Approved Project 
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