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Overview

What is industrial reclaimed water and why 
re-use it

What does it mean to reuse reclaimed water 
under a 210E authorization

Requirements to obtain a 210E 
authorization



What is 30 Texas Administrative Code (TAC) 
Chapter 210, Subchapter E?



What is Industrial Reclaimed 
Water?

Non-domestic wastewater re-used 
for a beneficial purpose



Why Re-use Industrial 
Reclaimed Water?

 Conserve raw water resources
 Provide an alternative to existing 

water supplies
 Enhance water security, 

sustainability, and resilience



Requirements for Reuse of 
Industrial Reclaimed Water

 210E - Level I

 210E - Level II    



Level I Conditions

Wastewater is re-used onsite



Level I Conditions (cont.)
Wastewater listed in 210.53(a)

 Air conditioner condensate

 Washing whole fruit or vegetables

 Non-contact cooling water
 Once through cooling water

 Water treatment filter backwash

 Water from routine external washing of buildings 
or pavements without use of detergents or 
chemicals

 Cooling tower blowdown with TDS<2000

 Wastewater at or below the thresholds



Level I Conditions (cont..)

 means of disposal as an Alternative to 
reuse listed in 210.56(b)(1)
 Authority to discharge under a permit
 Route to a Publicly Owned Treatment 

Works (Pump and haul)
 Ability to recycle in a manner that 

does not discharge



Level I Conditions (cont…)

 End use listed in 210.56(b)(2)
 Irrigation 
 Fire protection
 Dust suppression
 Maintenance of impoundments



Level I Requirements

No application

No fee

No expiration date

No notification to TCEQ



Level I Requirements (cont.)

No written authorization from TCEQ 
(beyond the rule itself)

No periodic testing (except for 
cooling tower blowdown)

Effluent concentrations at or below 
threshold levels listed in 210.53, 
Table 1



THRESHOLD
LEVELS (30 
TAC 210.53, 
TABLE 1)

Threshold Levels (§210.53, Table 1)



Re-use is Not Level I and a Level 
II Authorization May be 

Required If…

Waste stream is not listed in 30 TAC 
210.53(a)
Re-use is offsite

Pollutant concentration exceeds Table I 
threshold levels
Wastewater is comingled



Level II 
Requirements

TCEQ Application (Form No. 
20094)

Application fee ($100.00)

Individual written authorization 
from TCEQ



Level II 
Requirements (cont.)

Effluent limitations and 
monitoring requirements

Annual testing



Testing Requirements for Level II 
Authorization



How to Find Form 20094



Form 20094



Permitting Time Frame

Application Review and Processing 
Team and Permit Writer review

Sent to permittee for review/approval

Authorization is signed and issued

Approximately 60 – 90 days from 
application submittal date



Wastes Not Eligible For A Re-use 
Authorization Under 210E

Septic tank, chemical toilet, and 
grit or grease trap waste

Any wastewater eligible for 
coverage under a Permit By Rule

Wastewater containing 
radioactive materials, dioxins or 
furans, and pesticides



Wastes Not Eligible For A Re-
use Authorization Under 210E 

(cont.)

Wastewater classified as hazardous, 
defined by 40 Code of Federal 
Regulations (CFR) Part 261

Process wastewater regulated under 40 
CFR Parts 400-471 (with exceptions)



Exceptions to 40 CFR Parts 400-471
Part 405 -     

dairy products 
processing

Part 406 -     
grain mills

Part 407 - 
canned and 
preserved 
fruits and 
vegetables

Part 408 –  
canned and 
preserved 

seafood 
processing

Part 409 -    
sugar 

processing

Part 411 -     
cement 

manufacturing

Part 417 -       
soap and 
detergent 

manufacturing

Part 423 -         
steam electric 

power 
generating

Part 434 -        
coal mining

Part 436 - 
mineral 

mining and 
processing

Part 454 -       
gum and wood 

chemicals 
manufacturing

Part 460 - 
hospital



Am I subject to Other 
Requirements in Chapter 210?

Reuse is off-site –
Subchapters A & B

Domestic wastewater 
commingled with 

industrial reclaimed 
water – Subchapters 

A, B, & C



Am I subject to Other 
Requirements in Chapter 210? 

(cont.)

End use is 
irrigation – 
Subchapter 

B

Impoundments 
are used to store 
reclaimed water 
– Subchapter B



A 210E Authorization is 
Not Needed for:

 Internal recycling 

 Closed-loop systems

 Use of industrial 
wastewater as makeup 
water within a facility



Link to TCEQ’s reclaimed 
water website



Contacts

Matthew Kennington
(512) 239-4524

Matthew.kennington
@tceq.texas.gov 

 

mailto:Thomas.Starr@tceq.texas.gov
mailto:Thomas.Starr@tceq.texas.gov


Questions
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