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PART II: EXISTING CONDITIONS 
SPRING BRANCH TRANSFER STATION 

This document is Part II of the MSW permit/registration application for the Spring Branch Transfer Station and 
consists of the information required by Title 30, Texas Administrative Code (TAC), Chapter 330, Subchapter 
B: Municipal Solid Waste Permit and Registration Application Procedures, 30 TAC §330.61 . The sections 
herein are divided by rule citation. 

The site of the Spring Branch Transfer Station is located within the incorporated limits of the City of Spring 
Branch, Texas on U.S. Highway 281 N. The driveway access to the facility is located approximately 730 feet 
north of the intersection of Highway 281 and Jumbo Evans Boulevard in Comal County, Texas. The facility 
will serve as a transfer station for solid waste generated by the citizens of Comal County and adjacent 
counties. The facility will be operated by Hill Country Waste Solutions LLC (permittee) and owned by Spring 
Branch Partners LLC (facility owner and land owner). 
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SECTION 1: EXISTING CONDITIONS SUMMARY [30 TAC §330.61(a)] 

This application is for a solid waste transfer facility to be located on a 23.80 acre tract located in Comal 
County, Texas. The site itself is located on U.S. Highway 281 N and the access driveway to the transfer 
station is located approximately 730 feet north of the intersection of Highway 281 and Jumbo Evans 
Boulevard. The entire site is located within the incorporated limits of the City of Spring Branch, Texas. 

The transfer station will be owned by Hill Country Waste Solutions LLC, the applicant herein. Generally 
speaking, the northern portion of the site is currently developed with an existing residence, and several 
outbuildings, barns, and sheds; the southern portion of the site is currently undeveloped and covered by grass 
and scattered brush. The tract is bordered by Highway 281 to the east, by a commercial garden center to the 
north, and Jumbo Evans Sports Park to the west and south. 

The proposed transfer station will only occupy a portion of the larger 23.80 acre site. The facility itself will be 
located on the southeastern portion of the tract adjacent to Highway 281 and will occupy approximately 9.52 
acres of the site. 

There are no known site-specific conditions that will require special design considerations. As indicated on 
the attached flood plain map (Attachment II-G), the entire property is located outside of the 100-yearfloodplain 
of Cypress Creek. The proposed transfer station will also be situated so as to not encroach upon existing 
telephone easements that run parallel to the highway. 

The permitting of this facility is not expected to have any adverse impact on the surrounding area. The 
permitting of this facility will not impact threatened or endangered species or their critical habitat. The facility 
will comply with Texas Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (TPDES) storm water permitting requirements 
and is therefore not expected to adversely impact surface or ground water resources. 
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SECTION 2: WASTE ACCEPTANCE PLAN [30 TAC §330.61(b)] 

The following sections address the information required by 30 TAC §330.61(b) as pertaining to the facility's 
waste acceptance plan. 

2.1 SOURCES AND CHARACTERISTICS OF ACCEPTED WASTES (30 TAC §330.61(b)(1)] - The 
following sections briefly describes the sources and characteristics of the wastes to be accepted at the 
Spring Branch Transfer Station: 

2.1.1 WASTE SOURCES AND GENERATION AREAS (30 TAC §330.61(b)(1)(A)] - The Spring 
Branch Transfer Station will accept municipal household and commercial solid wastes and 
construction debris generated by residents and businesses of Comal County and surrounding 
counties and municipalities. No constituent or characteristic of these wastes is expected to be 
a limiting parameter that will impact or influence the design and operation of the facility. Hill 
Country Waste Solutions LLC currently provides service to approximately 13,000 residential 
customers and 1,500 commercial clients. They expect those numbers to increase significantly 
by the time this facility opens due to recent development and population growth in their service 
area. The design for this facility is based on a maximum limit of waste acceptance of 1,500 
tons of waste per day ultimately. This facility will not accept regulated hazardous waste. At no 
time will the maximum amount of waste stored at the facility overnight exceed 900 tons per day. 

2.1.2 MAXIMUM AMOUNT OF WASTE RECEIVED AT SOLID WASTE TRANSFER STATION (30 
TAC §330.61(b)(1)(B)] - The following items address the facility capacities as required by 30 
TAC §330.61 (b)(1 )(B) for transfer stations: 

Maximum Amount of Solid Waste to be Received Daily - As noted above, Hill Country 
Waste Solutions LLC desires the facility to be sized daily maximum limit of waste 
acceptance of 1,500 tons per day. However, at the beginning of operations the 
maximum daily rate of solid waste received is expected to be less than that based on 
their current operations. 

Hill Country Waste Solutions LLC utilizes waste collection trucks to collect solid waste 
from residential and commercial customers in their service area. They also rent out 20, 
30, and 40 cubic yard roll-off boxes. For reference, the following table provides a 
summary of their current waste collection volumes (based on December 2022 data): 
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CURRENT WASTE ACCEPTANCE RATE FOR 
HILL COUNTRY WASTE SOLUTIONS LLC (ALL SOURCES) 

Percentage of Waste 
Quantity Coming to Transfer Station .... 

of Monthly 
Source Waste Total Monthly 

Collected* Percentage Waste to Transfer 
Station 

Residential Customers 1,398 tons 90 % 1,258 tons 

Commercial Customers 1,604 tons 50 % 802 tons 

Roll-Off Rental Boxes 643 tons 70 % 450 tons 

TOTALS 3,645 tons n/a 2,510 tons 

Based on historical data for waste collection by Hill Country Waste Solutions LLC in December 2022 

•• The relative percentages in the above table indicate the percentage of collected waste expected to 
be delivered to the transfer station itself. The remainder will be delivered directly to landfill disposal 
sites by collection trucks as part of their normal route. 

As indicated in the above table, Hill Country Waste Solutions LLC currently manages 
around 3,645 tons of waste per month. It will be more economical for the trucks 
servicing the Fredericksburg, Kerrville, New Braunfels, and Lockhart areas to deliver their 
collected waste directly to landfill disposal sites in those areas rather than transporting 
it to the transfer station. As such, the relative percentages in the above table indicate the 
percentage of collected waste expected to be delivered to the transfer station itself when 
it becomes operational. As shown, it is expected that approximately 2,510 tons (or 69% 
of the total waste collected} will be routed to the transfer station per month. This equates 
to approximately 81.0 tons per day (based on December 2022 data). 

Similarly, based on December 2022 data, out of the 2,510 tons expected seen by the 
facility in a month, approximately 1,258 tons (or approximately 50.1 %) is residential 
waste, approximately 802 tons (or approximately 32.0%) is commercial waste, and the 
remaining 450 tons (or approximately 17.9%) is from roll-off rental boxes. 

It is anticipated that Hill Country Waste Solutions LLC will be managing a total of 140 to 
150 tons of solid waste per day by the time that the facility is permitted, constructed, and 
operational. With 69% of that total amount coming to the transfer station, then the facility 
would be seeing approximately 97 to 104 tons per day at that time. The following table 
projects future growth, assuming an initial maximum daily rate of 106.5 tons per day (the 
upper value expected by the time the facility is operational). 

Although a daily maximum limit of waste acceptance of 1,500 tons per day is requested 
for this facility, Hill Country Waste Solutions LLC does not anticipate reaching that total 
volume of business in this decade. Rather, they anticipate sufficient growth over the next 
five years that the facility will be receiving 300 tons per day by that time (this would 
correspond to an annual growth of about 22.98% per year). The following table projects 
yearly values based on that growth rate for the next five years: 
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PROJECTED MAXIMUM AMOUNTS OF SOLID WASTE 
OVER THE NEXT FIVE YEARS 

Year Maximum Daily Rate Maximum Annual Rate 

Present 104.0 tons/day 37,960.0 tons/year 

2024* 127.9 tons/day 46,683.2 tons/year 

2025* 157.3 tons/day 57,411.0 tons/year 

2026* 193.4 tons/day 70,604.1 tons/year 

2027* 237.9 tons/day 86,828.9 tons/year 

2028* 292.6 tons/day 106,782.1 tons/year 

* Please note that these projections are based on assumed growth rate of 22.98 % 
as projected by Hill Country Waste Solutions LLC. 

If that growth were to continue at that rate indefinitely, then the maximum daily limit of 
waste acceptance of the facility would be reached in the Year 2036. However, Hill 
Country Waste Solutions LLC further anticipates that this high rate of growth will not be 
maintained indefinitely and will actually reduce in magnitude after the Year 2028. 
Therefore, the facility is not expected to reach its maximum permitted rate for several 
decades. 

Maximum Amount of Solid Waste to be Stored at the Facility - It is requested that the 
facility be permitted for a daily maximum limit of waste acceptance of 1,500 tons per day. 

Each transfer trailer will be filled and dispatched to a TCEQ approved landfill as rapidly 
as possible. In the event that the trailer is not able to be dispatched immediately, then 
it will be tarped and staged in the transfer trailer parking area (which is separate from the 
transfer station building) and staged until transport becomes to the landfill becomes 
available. Only leak-free transfer trailers will be used. Under normal operating 
conditions, solid waste should be hauled to the landfill at least once per day. In no event 
will municipal solid waste be stored at the transfer station longer than 72 hours per week. 
All of the landfills in the area are closed on Sundays and on select holidays. The 72 
hours of storage would allow for those times when the landfills are closed on Sunday with 
a holiday on the following Monday. Under normal circumstances the longest time that 
municipal solid waste would be stored on-site would typically be from Friday afternoon 
to Monday morning (around 60 hours). At no time will the amount of stored waste 
exceed 900 tons per day. 

The transfer station building, transfer trailer parking area, and other identified storage 
areas will have sufficient space (lateral and vertical) to safely store the specified amount 
of wastes. At no time will more than 900 tons of solid waste be stored at the facility. The 
transfer trailer parking area is sized large enough to park 12 transfer trailers: at 26 tons 
per trailer, this equates to storage area for approximately 312 tons of solid waste. The 
remaining 588 tons of solid waste would be stored in the transfer building; assuming 800 
lbs per cubic yard of compacted solid waste, this would occupy approximately 1,470 
cubic yards of space which is provided within the transfer station building. 

Intended Destination of Solid Waste Received at this Facility-All waste collected at the 
facility will be loaded onto transport trucks and driven to a TCEQ approved landfill for 
disposal. 
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2.1 .3 MAXIMUM ANNUAL WASTE ACCEPTANCE RATE FOR LANDFILLS (30 TAC 
§330.61(b)(1)( c)] - Not applicable for this facility. This requirement pertains to landfills, not 
transfer stations. 

2.1.4 ACCEPTED AND PROHIBITED WASTES - The following sections provide a listing of the 
wastes to be accepted at the facility and of the prohibited wastes that will not be accepted at 
the facility: 

2.1.4.1 ACCEPTED WASTES - The Spring Branch Transfer Station will only accept 
municipal household and commercial solid wastes and construction debris. This 
waste will not contain special waste and no hazardous wastes will be accepted. 

The portion of the transfer station will also be set aside for the temporary storage of 
treated and de-watered municipal sewage sludge from local wastewater treatment 
plants. The sludge will be stored at the facility temporarily prior to being transported 
to a separate TCEQ approved beneficial use site. The sludge will be stored in its own 
bin separate from the rest of the solid waste while at the facility. 

No medical waste, Class I waste, electronic waste, or any of the items listed under 
Prohibited Wastes (below) will be accepted. 

2.1.4.2 PROHIBITED WASTES - The solid wastes accepted at the facility shall not contain 
and the transfer station will not accept the following: 

• Large Items - Items that will not fit in the box will not be accepted. 

• Containers containing liquids will not be accepted. 

• Empty or Full Containers that are marked with a skull and cross bones, marked 
Hazardous, or labeled as a chemical container will not be accepted. 

• Dead animals (or live animals) will not be accepted. 

• Industrial wastes will not be accepted. 

• No hazardous waste will be accepted. 

• No liquids or sludge will be accepted (aside from the de-watered sewage sludge 
listed in Section 2.1.4.1 above). 

• No ashes will be accepted. 

• No medical wastes will be accepted at this transfer station. 

• No gasoline or diesel fuel will be accepted. 

• No chemical wastes will be accepted. 

• No whole used or scrap tires. 

• Special Wastes - This facility will not accept special wastes as defined in 30 TAC 
§330.3(154). 

• Batteries - This facility will not accept lead acid storage batteries 

• Chlorinated Fluorocarbons - Items containing chlorinated fluorocarbons (CFC's), 
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such as refrigerators, freezers, and air conditioners, will not be accepted. 

• Regulated Asbestos Containing Materials (RACM's) will not be accepted at this 
facility. 

• Polychlorinated Biphenyls (PCBs) wastes, as defined under 40 Code of Federal 
Regulations, Part 761. 

2.1 .5 WASTE RECOVERY [30 TAC §330.61 (b)(1 )(A)] - The roll-off spots at the facility are for brush 
and metal recycling. No scavenging will be allowed at the facility. 

2.2 REGISTRATION QUALIFICATIONS [30 TAC §330.61(b)(2)] - Not applicable. The facility will not 
comply with 30 TAC §330.9(c)(3) because it will transfer more than 125 tons of waste per day. A permit 
is being sought for this facility. 
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SECTION 3: GENERAL LOCATION MAPS [30 TAC §330.61(c)] 

The following information is provided in order to comply with the requirements of 30 TAC §330.61 (c). Note 
that multiple figures were required in some cases to show all the required items from that section. For ease 
of reading, the following table summarizes the attached maps and the data that they display: 

3.1 GENERAL LOCATION MAP AND WINOROSE - Attachment II-A contains General Location Maps 
showing major features of Comal County and the location of the project site therein. The map is also 
equipped with the following items: 

Windrose [30 TAC §330.61 (c)(1 )j - A copy of the windrose for San Antonio (as obtained from the 
TCEQ Air Quality website) is included on the General Location Map. San Antonio is located 
approximately 30 miles south of the project site and represents the nearest location for which a 
windrose was available. 

Features within One Mile of the Facility[30 TAC §330.61 (c)(4)1- Features within 1 mile of the facility 
are generally indicated on the General Location Map. Spring Branch Baptist Church is located 
approximately 1,500 feet north of the facility. There are no known schools, licensed day care 
centers, hospitals, nursing homes, or cemeteries within one mile of the facility. For ease of 
reading, the locations of these features have been indicated on the aerial photograph in Attachment 
11-E that shows features within a 1 mile radius of the facility. Refer to the map in Attachment 11-F 
and to Sections 7 and 8 below for more information regarding ponds, residential, and commercial 
areas within 1 mile of the facility's boundaries. 

Latitude and Longitude [30 TAC §330.61 (c)(6)1 - The location of the project site is indicated on the 
map with the latitude and longitude of the site noted. 

Area Streams [30 TAC §330.61 (c)(7)1- These are generally indicated on this map. 

Airports within 6 Miles of the Facility [30 TAC §330.61(c)(8)1 - This map has been marked to show 
the location of Dean Ranch Airport, which is approximately 0.6 miles southeast of the site. It is the 
only airport within 6 miles of the project site, although Kestrel Air Park (also shown on the general 
location map) is located just slightly beyond that limit to the southwest of the site. 

3.2 FEATURES WITHIN 500 FEET OF THE PROJECT SITE (30 TAC §330.61 (c)(2)-(4)] -Attachment 11-B 
shows a recent aerial photograph of the project site and all features within 500 feet of its boundaries. 
In order to be conservative, the 500 foot distance is taken from the boundaries of the 23.80 acre tract 
of land on which the transfer station is located rather than from the boundaries of the transfer station 
itself . The following items are shown or otherwise indicated: 

Known Nearby Water Wells [30 TAC §330. 61 ( c )(2)] - An existing water well is located on the 23.801 
acre tract. The Texas Water Development Board's Groundwater Database was checked for 
information regarding other known wells in the area. According to that information, there appears 
to be one domestic water well and one plugged well within 500 feet of the project site's boundaries. 
There is also one domestic well and one irrigation well that lie slightly beyond the 500 foot limit that 
are also included in this section for completeness. The following table provides a summary of 
relevant data for those wells from the drillers' reports: 

SUMMARY OF KNOWN WATER WELLS 

WelLID No. Location_ ~roposecLUse_ 

59520 About185 Domestic 
feet north of 

the Site 
Boundarv 

Everett Griffith, Jr. & Associates, Inc. 
May 2023 (Rev Jun 2023)(Aug 2023)(Oct 2023)(May 2025) 

,- Notes 

Drilled in 2005. Located at the adjacent commercial 
garden center. Depth is 480 feet; 25-30 gpm yield. 
Water level listed as 280 feet below ground surface 
on 05-19-2005. Owner's name listed as Jack Brooks. 
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SUMMARY OF KNOWN WATER WELLS 

Well ID No. Location Proposed Use Notes 

407287 About 280 Domestic This well was drilled in 2015; it is noted as having a 
feet north of bore depth of 564 feet. Owner: Karlis Ercums. 

the Site 
Boundary 

100122 About275 Withdrawal of This a plugged well. It appears to be located within 
feet water (plugged the highway right of way. Owner is listed as TxDOT 

northeast of well) PHARR. Depth listed as 180 feet. 
Site 

Boundary 

168211 About525 Irrigation Drilled in 2008. Located at Jumbo Evans Park; listed 
feet west of owner is SB Youth Football Association. Depth is 400 

Site feet; estimated 22 gpm yield. Water level listed as 
Boundary 165 ft below ground surface in 2008. 

35938 About 530 Irrigation Drilled in 2004. Located at Jumbo Evans Park; listed 
feet south of owner is Comal County (Jumbo Evans Park). Depth 

the Site is 248 feet; estimated yield is 15 - 20 gpm. Water 
Boundary level listed as 90 ft below Qround surface in 2004. 

All Structures and Inhabitable Buildings [30 TAC §330.61(c)(3)j - The aerial photograph shows all 
structures within 500 feet of the project site's boundaries. 

Roadways [30 TAC §330.61(c)(5)j -All access to the site will be from southbound U.S. Highway 
281 , which is a paved two lane roadway with shoulders. The facility's access driveway ties directly 
to this highway. The site is not accessible by any other state highway or city street. 

Property Boundary of the Facility [30 TAC §330.61(c)(9)j - The property boundary is indicated on 
the aerial photograph. The portion of the site occupied by the transfer station is also clearly 
delineated therein for reference. 

• Easements Within or Adjacent to the Facility[30 TAC §330.61(c)(10)1- There is an existing 20'wide 
telephone easement running parallel to the eastern boundary of the site. There do not appear to 
be any drainage easements within the site boundaries. 

In accordance with 30 TAC §330.551 , no solid waste unloading, storage, disposal, or processing 
operations shall occur within any easement, buffer zone, or right-of-way that crosses the facility. 

Facility Access and Control [30 TAC §330.61 (c)(11 )1- Refer to the figure in Attachment II-C (Project 
Site at Developed Conditions) for information regarding facility access and control features. 

Archeological, Historic, and Aesthetic Sites (30 TAC §330.61(c)(12ll - There are no known 
archeological or historic sites located on or adjacent to the project site. In order to verify this, a 
letter was submitted to the State Historical Preservation Officer (SHPO) on September 30, 2022 
to ask for their review. Their comments (dated November 2, 2022) are as follows: 

"No effect on identified archeological sites or other cultural resources. However, if cultural 
materials are encountered during project activities, work should cease in the immediate 
area; work can continue where no cultural materials are present. Please contact the TH C's 
Archeology Division at 512-463-6096 to consult on further actions that may be necessary 
to protect the cultural remains." 

They also verified that no archeological survey of the project area is needed. Please refer to 
Attachment 11-H for copies of this correspondence. 
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SECTION 4: FACILITY LAYOUT MAPS [30 TAC §330.61(d)] 

Attachment 11-C contains two drawings with recent aerial photographs of the project site. The first drawing 
shows the project site at existing conditions. The second drawing has been modified to show the locations 
of the site improvements as required by 30 TAC §330.61(d). 

4.1 FACILITY UNITS AND BUILDINGS [30 TAC §330.61{d)(1), (2), and (4)1 -Attachment 11-C contains 
a figure showing a recent aerial photograph of the site at existing conditions. A second figure is also 
included therein which shows the site at proposed conditions with the facility layout (including buildings 
and driveways) superimposed on the same aerial photograph. In addition, Attachment II-C also 
contains a site grading plan that clearly shows the locations of all buildings, driveways, and 
appurtenances. 

4.2 INTERIOR FACILITY ROADWAYS AND ENTRANCE ROADS [30 TAC §330.61{d)(2) and {8)1 - The 
facility's interior driveway and entrance driveway is clearly shown on the Site Grading Plan in 
Attachment II-C. 

4.3 LOCATIONS OF MONITOR WELLS [30 TAC §330.61 {d)(3)] - This facility has no associated monitor 
wells. 

4.4 FENCING [30 TAC §330.61 (d)(6)] - Access to the site will be controlled by a security fence surrounding 
the site and gates at the entrances. 

4.5 MAINTENANCE OF WINDBREAKS [30 TAC §330.61(d)(7)] - The site has a four wire fence around 
it to prevent the entry of livestock and to discourage unauthorized entry by the public. Some additional 
screening is provided by existing brush and trees which will be maintained during the operations of the 
facility. 

4.6 CONSTRUCTION SEQUENCE OF THE FACILITY [30 TAC §330.61(d)(5)] - The driveway, transfer 
building, office building/scale house, scale, transfer trailer parking area, maintenance shed, and 
appurtenances are to be constructed as part of the site development. Note that the transfer trailer 
parking area is separate from the transfer station building. An additional scale and construction and 
demolition waste roll-off and recycling area are anticipated to be constructed at the facility at some 
future date. 

4.7 LANDFILL UNITS [30 TAC §330.61(d)(9)] - This section is not applicable to this facility, because this 
permit application is for a transfer station, not a landfill. At no time will this facility be utilized as a landfill. 
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SECTION 5: GENERAL TOPOGRAPHIC MAP [30 TAC §330.61(e)] 

Attachment 11-0 shows relevant portions of the 7.5 minute USGS map of the Spring Branch, Texas 
Quadrangle as required by 30 TAC §330.61 (e). The boundaries of the Spring Branch Transfer Station are 
clearly overlaid onto this map. The exhibit is provided at a scale of one inch equals 2,000 feet and with 20 
foot contour intervals. The map shows the surrounding area in over a mile radius from the project site. 
In addition, Attachment 11-C contains the Site Grading Plan for the facility on a smaller scale. The contours 
therein are at 1 foot intervals. That figure shows more detail of the site and clearly identifies the transfer 
station building, office/scale-house, transfer trailer parking area, scale, access drive, and appurtenances. Note 
that the transfer trailer parking area is separate from the transfer station building and that only leak-free trailers 
will be used. 
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SECTION 6: AERIAL PHOTOGRAPH [30 TAC §330.61(f)] 

An aerial photograph is provided in Attachment 11-E that shows the area within a one-mile radius of the Spring 
Branch Transfer Station's boundaries. The boundaries of the site are clearly marked on this exhibit. For ease 
of reading, a one-mile offset line from the site boundaries is also provided. 

This permit application is submitted in order for the facility to operate as a solid waste transfer station. This 
facility will not be operated as a landfill facility; therefore, no fill areas are located at the facility. 
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SECTION 7: LAND-USE MAP [30 TAC §330.61(9)] 

The entire Spring Branch Transfer Station site is located within the incorporated limits of the City of Spring 
Branch. There currently is no established zoning in the project area. 

As noted above, Attachment 11-E contains a recent aerial photograph showing the area within a mile of the 
boundaries of the project site. Attachment 11-F contains a land-use map that was developed based on the 
apparent land uses observed in the aerial photograph. Every effort has been made to indicate areas that are 
currently residentially developed. 

There are no known schools or licensed daycare centers within a mile of the facility's boundaries .. 

Spring Branch Baptist Church is located 1,500 feet north of the project site. No other churches are known 
to exist within a mile of the facility. 

There are no known cemeteries within one mile of the facility. 

There is an existing 20 ft wide telephone easement running parallel to the eastern boundary of the site. In 
accordance with 30 TAC §330 .551 , no solid waste unloading, storage, disposal, or processing operations shall 
occur within any easement, buffer zone, or right-of-way that crosses the facility. 
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SECTION 8: IMPACT ON SURROUNDING AREA [30 TAC §330.61(h)] 

The following sections contain information regarding the likely impacts of the facility on cities, communities, 
groups of property owners, or individuals: 

8.1 ZONING MAP [30 TAC §330.61(h)(1)] - The City of Spring Branch does not currently have a zoning 
ordinance. 

8.2 SURROUNDING LAND USES [30 TAC §330.61(h)(2)] - A land-use map was constructed for 
Attachment 11-F that indicates general land uses within a one-mile radius of the facility's boundaries. 
That land use map was based on recent aerial photographs of the area and data obtained from the 
Comal County Appraisal District. The following table summarizes the general land uses within that 
area: 

SUMMARY OF EXISTING GENERAL LAND USE WITHIN 1-MILE OF PROJECT SITE 

General Estimated Percentage 
Land of Land within 
Use 1 mile of the Facility Description 

Project Site 0.9% This is the area occupied by the project site 

Undeveloped 56.4% These areas are estimated from a recent aerial photograph 
Areas of the area. These undeveloped areas appear to be 

covered mostly by grass or trees. 

Residential Areas 24.7% These area are based on solely observation of residences 
from the aerial photograph. For the most part, these areas 
incorporate the area visibly occupied by the residences and 
their yards and appurtenances. Note that some residential 
areas with thick tree coverage may have been inadvertently 
overlooked due to the vegetation screening the area. 

Government 0.1% This site is owned by the U.S. Postal Service 

Commercial Areas 2.6% These areas indicate listed businesses in the area. 

RV Parks 4.7% These areas represent the approximate boundaries of the 
listed RV parks in the area. 

Water Features 0.1% Several ponds are visible in the aerial photograph. This 
(Ponds) area represents the total percentage of the area that is 

occupied by surface water from those ponds. 

Recreational Areas 2.4% Jumbo Evans Sports Park is located south of the project 
site. There are no other known parks or recreational areas 
within a mile of the facility 

Churches 0.8% Spring Branch Baptist Church is located immediately north 
of the project site. There are no other known churches 
within a mile of the site. 

Roadways 7.1% This is the approximate area occupied by U.S. Highway 
281 , other existing roadways, and their right of ways. 

At the present time about 24. 7% of the area is occupied by residential development within a mile of the 
facility, although this is expected to increase steadily over time. Please refer to Exhibit 11-F for more 
information regarding surrounding land uses and their general distribution in the area. 

8.3 GROWTH TRENDS WITHIN 5 MILES OF THE FACILITY [30 TAC §330.61(h)(3)] - As noted 
previously, the Spring Branch Transfer Station is located within Comal County within the incorporated 
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limits of the City of Spring Branch. No specific growth projections are available solely for the immediate 
area within five miles of the facility so, in order to get an indication of potential future growth, the 
following table is provided that summarizes the population projections for Comal County as obtained 
from the Texas Water Development Board (TWDB) 2021 Regional Water Plan. The Plan did not 
provide growth projections for Spring Branch, but it did provide projections for the Canyon Lake Water 
Service in whose CCN the project site is located; so those projects are also provided for comparison: 

GROWTH PROJECTIONS 

Comal County Canyon Lake Water Service 

Year 
Population Growth Rate Population Growth Rate 

Notes 

2020 152,499 - - - 48,660 - - - These population projections 
were obtained from the Texas 

2030 193,188 26.68 % 63,573 30.65 % Water Development Board's 

2040 234,515 21.39 % 79,783 25.50 % 
2021 Regional Water Plan 

2050 276,239 17.79 % 96,323 20.73 % 

2060 317,682 15.00 % 112,342 16.63 % 

2070 357,464 12.52 % 127,327 13.34 % 

The projections utilized by the TWDB expect a significant rate of population growth for this area over 
the next decade with the rate slowing slightly over the following decades. 

8.4 PROXIMITY OF SITE (30 TAC §330.61 (h)(4)] -As required under 30 TAC §330.61 (h)(4), the following 
sections provide information regarding the proximity of the site to residences and other uses within one 
mile of the facility: 

8.4.1 POPULATION DENSITIES WITHIN A MILE OF THE SITE - The Environmental Protection 
Agency's EJScreen website was consulted for information regarding population densities within 
a one-mile radius of the facility. Based on that information, EJScreen lists the population 
density of the area to be 255 people per square mile. 

8.4.2 PROXIMITY TO RESIDENCES - The nearest offsite residence is located approximately 1,200 
feet to the west of the project site's western boundary. 

8.4.3 PROXIMITY TO SCHOOLS - There are no known schools within a mile of the project site's 
boundaries. 

8.4.4 PROXIMITY TO CHURCHES - Spring Branch Baptist Church owns and is located 1,500 feet 
north of the project site. 

8.4.5 PROXIMITY TO CEMETERIES- There are no known cemeteries within a mile of the project 
site. 

8.4.6 PROXIMITY TO HISTORIC STRUCTURES AND SITES - There are no known historic 
structures or sites within a mile of the facility. 

8.4.7 PROXIMITY TO ARCHEOLOGICALLY SIGNIFICANT SITES - There are no known 
archeologically significant sites within a mile of the facil ity. 

8.4.8 PROXIMITY TO SITES HAVING EXCEPTIONALLY AESTHETIC QUALITY - There are no 
known sites having exceptional aesthetic quality within a mile of the facility. 
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8.5 WATER WELLS WITHIN 500 FEET [30 TAC §330.61(h)(5)] -As shown on the attached map, there 
is an existing well located on the 23.801 acre tract. The TWDB Groundwater Database was consulted 
for information pertaining to existing water wells in the area. According to that information, there is one 
domestic water well and one plugged well within 500 feet of the project site's boundaries. There is also 
one domestic well and one irrigation well that lie slightly beyond the 500 foot limit . These are listed in 
detail in Section 3.2 above. 
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SECTION 9: TRANSPORTATION [30 TAC §330.61(i)] 

The following sections provide information regarding roadways within a mile of the facility: 

9.1 AVAILABILITY AND ADEQUACY OF ROADS [30 TAC §330.61(1)(1)) - The facility will be accessed 
from the southbound lane of U.S. Highway 281, which runs parallel and immediately adjacent to the 
eastern boundary line of the project site. The roadway consists of two asphalt paved lanes with 
shoulders. 

9.2 VOLUME OF VEHICULAR TRAFFIC [30 TAC §330.61 (i)(2) and (3)) - It is requested that this transfer 
station be permitted for a daily maximum limit of waste acceptance of 1,500 tons per day. However, 
it should be noted that that maximum rate is not expected to be reached in the near future. Hill Country 
Waste Solutions LLC is expected to average 300 tons per day by the Year 2028, with the peak 
permitted daily maximum limit of waste acceptance of 1,500 tons per day not being reached for several 
decades. 

The following sections estimate the amount of vehicular traffic associated with the facility on roadways 
within a mile of the transfer station at the anticipated Year 2028 acceptance rate of 300 tons per day 
and at the ultimate peak daily maximum limit of waste acceptance of 1,500 tons per day: 

9.2.1 EXISTING TRAFFIC DAT A - The Texas Department ofTransportation's (TxDOT) Traffic Count 
Database System (TCDS) was consulted for travel data for Highway 281 near the site. The 
TCDS shows annual average daily traffic (AADT) on TxDOT maintained roads, county roads 
and city streets that were collected for the listed reporting year. The nearest location for which 
a count was available was near the intersection of Highway 281 and Spring Branch Road, 
which is located approximately 1.2 miles south of the project site. The following table 
summarizes a decade of daily traffic data for Highway 281: 

ANNUAL AVERAGE DAILY TRAFFIC (AADT) ON HIGHWAY 281 NEAR SITE 

Annual Average Dally Traffic (AADT) 

Year Two Way North Bound Lane South Bound Lane 

2021 27,067 12,887 14,180 

2020 19,445 9,451 9,994 

2019 21 ,846 10,844 11 ,002 

2018 19,626 - - - ---
2017 18,912 9,690 9,221 

2016 17,729 8,863 8,867 

2015 16,658 8,174 8,485 

2014 16,689 --- - - -

2013 15,315 - - - - - -

2012 17,800 - - - - - -

As noted above, the average traffic on Highway 281 has steadily increased over the past 
decade. Access to the site will be from the south bound lane of Highway 281. For the sake 
of comparison, it is assumed that the current traffic on that section of highway at the project site 
sees 14, 180 vehicles per day. 
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