








































































































































 

In Compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act, H-GAC provides for reasonable accommodation for persons attending  

H-GAC functions.  Requests should be received by H-GAC 24 hours prior to the function.  

 

 
 

Agenda 

Houston-Galveston Area Council 

Draft Regional Solid Waste Management Plan Public Meeting 

Wednesday, January 5, 2021, 3:00 p.m 

3555 Timmons Lane, 2nd Floor 

Conference Room B 

Houston, TX 77027 

 

Due to health and safety concerns related to COVID-19, this meeting will offer the options to participate by 

videoconference or in-person. The meeting will be open to the public but restrictions regarding masks, 

allowable room capacity, and seating arrangements may be in place. The public meeting location will be 3555 

Timmons Ln. Houston, TX – Conference Room 2B. The presiding officer Commissioner Darrel Gertson of the 

H-GAC Solid Waste Management Committee, and some members will be physically present. Other members 

will be participating by videoconference in accordance with the provisions of Section 551.127 of the Texas 

Government Code applicable to a governmental body that extends into three or more counties.  

 

Zoom Meeting link: https://us06web.zoom.us/j/82348920855?pwd=bXU4a3dsS3FkU0p5dkQvclJqdlZaUT09 

 

 

 

1. Call to Order and Welcome (Commissioner Gertson, Colorado County Commissioner and 

Vice-Chairperson of the Solid Waste Management Committee)  

 

2. Presentation: Draft Regional Solid Waste Management Plan (Erin Livingston, H-GAC) 

Erin Livingston will give a brief overview of the Draft Regional Solid Waste Management Plan 

including what the plan is, how it’s used, the current state of solid waste management in the region, and 

the path moving forward for the next twenty years.   

 

3. Public Comments 

Comments on the Draft Regional Solid Waste Management Plan will be accepted from the public. 

 

4. Adjourn 
 

https://us06web.zoom.us/j/82348920855?pwd=bXU4a3dsS3FkU0p5dkQvclJqdlZaUT09
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WEBVTT

1
00:00:22.980 --> 00:00:30.570
3555 Timmons, Conf Room: Good afternoon, this is Commissioner dirksen Colorado 
county Commissioner vice Chairperson of the solid waste management committee.

2
00:00:32.160 --> 00:00:36.780
3555 Timmons, Conf Room: Welcome, this is a duly called meeting of public hearing on
the solid.

3
00:00:38.190 --> 00:00:42.390
3555 Timmons, Conf Room: On the drafts regional solid waste management plan.

4
00:00:43.530 --> 00:01:09.150
3555 Timmons, Conf Room: being hailed as a video conference today January 5 2022 
please let the record reflect that I am the presiding officer this meeting I am 
physically present at 3555 Timmons lane Houston Texas 77027 in a test, this is 
meeting room is open and accessible to members of the public.

5
00:01:10.470 --> 00:01:15.960
3555 Timmons, Conf Room: Today we're here to accept public comments on the draft 
regional solid waste management plan.

6
00:01:17.010 --> 00:01:23.820
3555 Timmons, Conf Room: But before we do that Aaron livingston with the Houston 
Gala scenario Council will be given a quick presentation.

7
00:01:24.540 --> 00:01:43.860
3555 Timmons, Conf Room: previous version of the region plan is from 22,002 and the 
current draft plan developed by hga see staff with input from the steering committee
members and all alternates of the solid waste management committee will take us all 
the way to.

8
00:01:49.530 --> 00:02:02.370
3555 Timmons, Conf Room: You know i'll now turn it over to Aaron livingston to give 
us a brief overview of the draft regional solid waste management plan all right, 
thank you Krishna Robertson so like you said i'm going to give a quick presentation.

9
00:02:03.720 --> 00:02:16.530
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3555 Timmons, Conf Room: about this plan, and then we will open it up for public 
comments after that, before we go any further, though, before I give my 
presentation, I did want to give a quick overview of how to use zoom so that anybody
that wants to provide any comments, is able to do so.

10
00:02:17.730 --> 00:02:28.710
3555 Timmons, Conf Room: So first up I don't know if you heard, but the meeting is 
being recorded and if you are using your phone or if you're on the computer however 
you're using it please make sure to mute your microphone when you aren't speaking.

11
00:02:29.520 --> 00:02:37.260
3555 Timmons, Conf Room: We do have the chat function available for you to use if 
you want to ask or make your public comment that way at the end.

12
00:02:37.800 --> 00:02:44.130
3555 Timmons, Conf Room: But you're also able to make your public comments verbally,
so you can unmute or you can raise your hand and we can unmute you.

13
00:02:44.910 --> 00:02:53.100
3555 Timmons, Conf Room: If it doesn't just unmute you on its own and then also if 
you're on a phone only you can push star nine to raise your hand and then we can 
unmute you that way.

14
00:02:56.520 --> 00:02:58.710
3555 Timmons, Conf Room: um yeah.

15
00:03:00.150 --> 00:03:08.580
3555 Timmons, Conf Room: So if you are using a handheld device, you can access the 
chat by clicking on the three dots at the bottom of your screen and then the chat 
function will open up for you.

16
00:03:09.810 --> 00:03:17.820
3555 Timmons, Conf Room: If you do have issues at any time type those into the chat 
and somebody will be able to help you out to figure out what the problem is and get 
you fixed up.

17
00:03:18.660 --> 00:03:30.510
3555 Timmons, Conf Room: And if you are listening to this meeting or participating 
this meeting with anybody else in the room, with you please type in both of your 
names are all of your names in the chat box, so that we can accurately document 
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everybody who's with us today.

18
00:03:33.720 --> 00:03:50.490
3555 Timmons, Conf Room: Alright, so that's all I got for the how to use zoom so 
we're going to get into the plan now so first of all, what is the plan and how is it
actually used, so this is a 20 year plan it guides solid waste management activities
for our region, and it is not a regulatory document.

19
00:03:53.550 --> 00:03:58.560
3555 Timmons, Conf Room: So how do we actually use this plan will primarily it gives
direction to htc solid waste staff.

20
00:03:59.910 --> 00:04:08.400
3555 Timmons, Conf Room: And we use it to direct our actions we use it when we're 
doing conformance reviews of solid waste facility permit applications.

21
00:04:08.880 --> 00:04:23.130
3555 Timmons, Conf Room: We don't approve or deny those permits, but we have to 
determine whether they are consistent with our plan and provide that information to 
TC Q, we also use this plan to make well only project grant projects are.

22
00:04:24.180 --> 00:04:33.930
3555 Timmons, Conf Room: If they meet a goal at least one goal and one objective of 
the plan then they're eligible for funding through our solid waste grant program so 
if they don't, then the project is not eligible.

23
00:04:37.800 --> 00:04:41.640
3555 Timmons, Conf Room: So i'm going to give a quick overview of the region, just a
couple of stats.

24
00:04:43.800 --> 00:05:04.590
3555 Timmons, Conf Room: So, first of all, the population is 7.3 million, I give or 
take and we're expected to reach 9.16 million by the year 2042 we do have 25 
landfills in our region 11 of those are Type one landfills and 14 of those are type 
or landfills, we also have 38 transfer stations in the region.

25
00:05:05.700 --> 00:05:20.610
3555 Timmons, Conf Room: So we did a survey of our local governments throughout the 
region, all cities and counties and then, when we did not get a survey response, we 
also checked out their website and that's where we got the information in these 
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little speedometer looking things so.

26
00:05:22.200 --> 00:05:25.320
3555 Timmons, Conf Room: So it's possible that the information is not.

27
00:05:26.940 --> 00:05:36.330
3555 Timmons, Conf Room: Complete because not everybody puts everything on their 
website, so this is the best information, we could get though so first step is 
recycling 63% of the.

28
00:05:36.720 --> 00:05:44.700
3555 Timmons, Conf Room: population of our 13 county region has access to recycling 
that could be through curbside recycling or either or at a drop off.

29
00:05:45.360 --> 00:06:00.090
3555 Timmons, Conf Room: 40% have some kind of access to tire collection again 
either a drop off or at the curbside 90% have access to household hazardous waste 
that is primarily in the.

30
00:06:01.980 --> 00:06:08.880
3555 Timmons, Conf Room: Through the drop offs and then 50% have access to some type
of yard waste collection.

31
00:06:11.490 --> 00:06:17.820
3555 Timmons, Conf Room: So here we have a map of our region, it shows the 
landfills, the transfer stations.

32
00:06:18.180 --> 00:06:27.780
3555 Timmons, Conf Room: The recycling facilities and the household hazardous waste 
facilities, so the landfills are the little black circles with orange trash can 
looking things and those.

33
00:06:28.260 --> 00:06:41.790
3555 Timmons, Conf Room: As you can see, are primarily in Harris county or 
immediately surrounding Harris county we do have a couple of transfer stations in 
our outlying counties and then recycling is fairly well across the region.

34
00:06:42.840 --> 00:06:52.290
3555 Timmons, Conf Room: And then the hw that house house or space they're little 
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harder to see but there again, mostly in either Harris county or in the surrounding 
counties.

35
00:06:54.900 --> 00:07:02.430
3555 Timmons, Conf Room: So what's actually in the plan i'm not going to go through 
everything that's in the plan i'm just going to give a quick overview or touch on a 
few of the topics.

36
00:07:04.800 --> 00:07:10.830
3555 Timmons, Conf Room: So, first of all like I mentioned, well, I guess, first of 
all it's it involves or it.

37
00:07:11.280 --> 00:07:21.030
3555 Timmons, Conf Room: includes information on the current population and current 
solid waste amounts and also current activities so like I mentioned a while ago, the
population is at 7.3 million.

38
00:07:21.960 --> 00:07:31.230
3555 Timmons, Conf Room: The waist is at 9.6 million tons, and this does include 
always that sent to either Type one or type for landfills in our region.

39
00:07:32.520 --> 00:07:38.580
3555 Timmons, Conf Room: It includes all the different types of facilities landfills
transfer stations composting facilities.

40
00:07:39.150 --> 00:07:47.490
3555 Timmons, Conf Room: It has information on any kind of facility that has a 
permit or registration or anything like that, with the TC Q and then it includes.

41
00:07:48.000 --> 00:07:53.940
3555 Timmons, Conf Room: Information on various methods used for waste and recycling
management in our region so talks about.

42
00:07:54.300 --> 00:08:13.740
3555 Timmons, Conf Room: hw collection whether that's through one day collection 
events or permanent facilities or there's even curbside options available in some 
communities, it talks about you know the recycling again just how people are doing 
that in our region curbside or drop off and.

43
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00:08:14.880 --> 00:08:24.000
3555 Timmons, Conf Room: You know, transportation, how that it's mostly handled by 
the private sector in our region and that's just a sampling of what's included in 
the plan.

44
00:08:25.410 --> 00:08:35.190
3555 Timmons, Conf Room: So it also includes projections for the future and 
additional opportunities, so the projected population like I mentioned 9.1 million 
in the year.

45
00:08:36.450 --> 00:08:46.830
3555 Timmons, Conf Room: The projected amount of waste will be 12.1 million tons and
again this is all the waste sent to the type one or type for landfills in our 
region.

46
00:08:47.730 --> 00:08:59.130
3555 Timmons, Conf Room: For hw some additional opportunities are looking for new 
funding sources or partnerships and also holding more boba collections, which are 
batteries oil latex paint and any freeze.

47
00:09:00.330 --> 00:09:02.640
3555 Timmons, Conf Room: So those are just some additional ways to.

48
00:09:04.620 --> 00:09:14.550
3555 Timmons, Conf Room: use to collect more of the materials it set it includes 
information on debris and talking about increased education before and after a 
disaster and how to.

49
00:09:14.820 --> 00:09:21.270
3555 Timmons, Conf Room: properly set out the debris so that we can divert more of 
the waste, instead of it going to the landfill, it can be managed in other ways.

50
00:09:21.600 --> 00:09:32.520
3555 Timmons, Conf Room: It also includes information on food waste, such as 
increasing awareness of the rules and protections surrounding food donation to make 
people more comfortable doing so and also just knowing how to do it.

51
00:09:35.610 --> 00:09:44.220
3555 Timmons, Conf Room: Another part of the plan or information in the plan 
includes assessments of facilities and activities and efforts so.
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52
00:09:45.390 --> 00:09:53.940
3555 Timmons, Conf Room: We were required to assess the adequacy of various 
facilities and practices throughout the region, so one of them resource recovery.

53
00:09:55.440 --> 00:10:08.040
3555 Timmons, Conf Room: was found to be inadequate, because there's not electronics
recycling is not universal across the region it's easier to do to take in your 
electronic for recycling if you're an urban area typically.

54
00:10:09.450 --> 00:10:20.850
3555 Timmons, Conf Room: Also recycling is not evenly just regular recycling of like
plastic metal those sorts of things is not universal across our region as well, so.

55
00:10:21.480 --> 00:10:29.400
3555 Timmons, Conf Room: So we don't have enough of those facilities or just 
programs about for recycling for disposal.

56
00:10:30.120 --> 00:10:47.550
3555 Timmons, Conf Room: We do have enough capacity in our region, but it is not 
spread out across the region like we saw in that map, it is heavily concentrated in 
Harris county in the areas immediately around Harris county and then household 
hazardous waste, we do have some facilities, and I think.

57
00:10:49.020 --> 00:10:50.070
3555 Timmons, Conf Room: Maybe six of our.

58
00:10:52.410 --> 00:11:03.630
3555 Timmons, Conf Room: Six of our counties have a permanent facility, but then the
rest of them do not, and so they rely on one day collection events so residents do 
have to hold on to those materials for a long time and.

59
00:11:04.320 --> 00:11:19.530
3555 Timmons, Conf Room: they're probably not held every year, so we also discussed 
the barriers and incentives of some of the some topics related to solid waste 
management so first up was source reduction and waste minimization.

60
00:11:21.030 --> 00:11:32.670
3555 Timmons, Conf Room: So an incentive related to that is that if you recycle and 
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minimize waste we won't need as many landfills, one of the barriers, as that is 
difficult to change people's behavior.

61
00:11:33.450 --> 00:11:51.090
3555 Timmons, Conf Room: Those don't recycle it sometimes it's hard to get them to 
recycle or to minimize waste, the second a second area that we looked at for 
barriers, and so this was resource recovery, so an incentive is that recycling does 
create more jobs than Liam filling that same amount of waste.

62
00:11:52.470 --> 00:12:01.200
3555 Timmons, Conf Room: Would the jobs that it would create some of the barriers is
that recycling is confusing and also that limited access across some parts of our 
region.

63
00:12:05.310 --> 00:12:19.680
3555 Timmons, Conf Room: So something else that is in the region, regional solid 
waste management plan is our conformance review process, so it does lay out the full
process that we go through every time we are reviewing a solid waste facility permit
application or registration.

64
00:12:20.760 --> 00:12:31.770
3555 Timmons, Conf Room: It says what needs to be submitted to hga see in order to 
for it to be reviewed, it talks about the things that we consider whether it's the 
surrounding community.

65
00:12:32.670 --> 00:12:36.900
3555 Timmons, Conf Room: impacts on that Community if it's consistent with any of 
the.

66
00:12:37.830 --> 00:12:51.270
3555 Timmons, Conf Room: goals and objectives of our plan, and then we make we 
submit information to our board of directors and they make the final determination 
on whether it's consistent with the plan not consistent with the plan consistent 
with comments.

67
00:12:52.290 --> 00:12:56.070
3555 Timmons, Conf Room: there's several specific options that they're able to.

68
00:12:57.450 --> 00:13:03.090
3555 Timmons, Conf Room: Their determination can be so that is all laid out in this 
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plan.

69
00:13:05.010 --> 00:13:17.640
3555 Timmons, Conf Room: And then the final area of the plan, I wanted to just 
briefly touch on is the goals objectives and recommended actions, so there are eight
goals in this plan 31 objectives and 86 recommended actions.

70
00:13:17.970 --> 00:13:23.400
3555 Timmons, Conf Room: They were all written to be flexible, because things are 
going to change over the next 20 years and we don't want to.

71
00:13:24.270 --> 00:13:31.110
3555 Timmons, Conf Room: not be able to work on something because it's not in our 
plan, and these are all the recommended actions are.

72
00:13:32.010 --> 00:13:40.920
3555 Timmons, Conf Room: written in a way that they are directed at htc things that 
we can do to to further solid waste management practices in our region so.

73
00:13:41.730 --> 00:13:51.330
3555 Timmons, Conf Room: These are just kind of some overarching topics I guess 
we'll say so things like trainings research development of regional outreach 
materials.

74
00:13:51.780 --> 00:14:07.860
3555 Timmons, Conf Room: That could be videos or flyers or you know anything like 
that, and then maintaining info on funding opportunities on facilities on things 
that people are doing throughout the region that different programs that people have
and just whatever else is going on in the region.

75
00:14:10.110 --> 00:14:13.350
3555 Timmons, Conf Room: So what are the next steps, after this meeting today.

76
00:14:14.460 --> 00:14:19.650
3555 Timmons, Conf Room: So we will receive the public comments and we will address 
those comments as needed.

77
00:14:20.370 --> 00:14:25.830
3555 Timmons, Conf Room: We will not be responding to any comments during this 
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meeting, we will just be receiving them and then addressing them afterwards.

78
00:14:26.790 --> 00:14:34.650
3555 Timmons, Conf Room: Once we complete this meeting today, then it will go to our
htc board of directors meeting on Tuesday January 18 where they will.

79
00:14:35.520 --> 00:14:42.870
3555 Timmons, Conf Room: Presumably approve this draft plan and then, once they do 
that, we will send it to TC Q, for their final approval.

80
00:14:43.290 --> 00:14:50.610
3555 Timmons, Conf Room: And then, once the plan is approved, we will begin using 
it, and we will use it and those three ways that I talked about earlier about.

81
00:14:51.330 --> 00:15:02.940
3555 Timmons, Conf Room: When we review salvage facility permit applications for 
grant eligibility and also just to direct our actions over the next 2020 years and 
that is all I have.

82
00:15:05.940 --> 00:15:09.900
3555 Timmons, Conf Room: Okay, I guess the next is the public comments.

83
00:15:11.430 --> 00:15:19.680
3555 Timmons, Conf Room: If anybody has them, we need to you know get them into the 
committee to the Aaron and we'll see what.

84
00:15:21.750 --> 00:15:28.830
3555 Timmons, Conf Room: They can be addressed there's any and we have any other 
business will adjourn.

85
00:15:29.910 --> 00:15:36.210
Andrea Tantillo: And we do have one public comment type in the chat and I will read 
it into the record, if anyone has any public comment.

86
00:15:36.630 --> 00:15:48.420
Andrea Tantillo: Today that wants to give a verbal public comment you'll have three 
minutes to do that just raise your hand and I will time you and let you know when 
your time is up, or if you're in the room and want to make public comment.
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87
00:15:48.810 --> 00:15:57.060
Andrea Tantillo: And someone in the room, can turn on the microphone for you and we 
can accommodate that so First let me read this public comment.

88
00:15:57.660 --> 00:16:07.860
Andrea Tantillo: It is from frank blake it says for access to recycling, I think it 
would be useful to have separate figures for curbside access and drop off access.

89
00:16:08.250 --> 00:16:21.360
Andrea Tantillo: These are not equivalent types of access, so it would be useful for
the percentage of citizens who have access to each also it would be useful to know 
what mileage proximity to a drop off site whoops.

90
00:16:22.890 --> 00:16:34.440
Andrea Tantillo: to drop off site qualifies as accessible accessible, the figure of 
63% of residents having access to recycling may not be a good estimate and may 
overstate current accessibility.

91
00:16:34.920 --> 00:16:43.710
Andrea Tantillo: I had attended an earlier public meeting on the draft plan, and it 
was not clear how residents and apartments are factored in, for determining 
accessibility.

92
00:16:44.400 --> 00:16:57.000
Andrea Tantillo: A considerable proportion of regional residents reside in 
apartments travel distance and availability of transportation would be factors for 
residents having access to recycling drop off sites.

93
00:17:01.560 --> 00:17:12.030
Andrea Tantillo: We have another comment written in the chat from frank blake is a 
goal of going from a 26% to 31% recycling rate over 20 years.

94
00:17:12.420 --> 00:17:22.260
Andrea Tantillo: should be more ambitious, why shouldn't the plan aim for a higher 
rate of somewhere between 36% to 45% or so over this 20 year time span.

95
00:17:22.830 --> 00:17:34.470
Andrea Tantillo: there's currently more focus on innovation and the speed of new 
developments there is also more public awareness in coming years, conserving 
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regional landfill space will become increasingly important.

96
00:17:35.010 --> 00:17:41.520
Andrea Tantillo: Citing and constructing new landfill sites will become increasingly
expensive and difficult and controversial to locate.

97
00:17:55.470 --> 00:18:01.020
Andrea Tantillo: There is additional comment from Mr blake and then we have a 
comment from Sarah Tyler after that.

98
00:18:01.950 --> 00:18:08.790
Andrea Tantillo: Is regarding conserving landfill space most recycling diversion 
rates seen based on weight alone.

99
00:18:09.210 --> 00:18:20.310
Andrea Tantillo: It seems that for conserving future landfill space that there 
should be volume estimates, so that items that are bulkier and that will take up 
more landfill space could be prioritized for diversion.

100
00:18:21.390 --> 00:18:24.120
Andrea Tantillo: Sarah Tyler if you want to unmute and give your comment.

101
00:18:25.110 --> 00:18:31.440
Sara Tyler: Sure, now that i'm seeing the format of this meeting, I think it might 
have been better to send in written comment.

102
00:18:32.250 --> 00:18:48.150
Sara Tyler: What I did was I pulled table to a the regional goals and objectives and
actually put in my my comments as edits on that so i'm happy to read that but i'd 
also be happy to send that in after this meeting, if that would be okay.

103
00:18:51.300 --> 00:19:02.910
Sara Tyler: and continuing on I guess under goal, one which is to promote the 
planning for adequate municipal solid waste disposal handling processing transferred
mental facilities, while providing recommendations lead in limit adverse impact.

104
00:19:04.230 --> 00:19:14.100
Sara Tyler: to Objective one gee I suggest, for when we are encouraging longer in 
use planning at the county level to specifically call out.
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105
00:19:14.730 --> 00:19:25.110
Sara Tyler: To include planning for future source separated collection, because that
is a land use question, and if that does not mean that it's specifically limited to.

106
00:19:25.890 --> 00:19:37.170
Sara Tyler: What would be done at the by the county it could be, on behalf of 
someone else I also suggest adding Objective one, I to this goal, which is to.

107
00:19:38.970 --> 00:19:53.490
Sara Tyler: Encourage waste management authorities to set aside for fixed fractions 
of their budget for programs that specifically resulting materials for use and 
wasted minimization i'm only rushing through to kind of get this under three minutes
here.

108
00:19:54.960 --> 00:19:59.250
Sara Tyler: Under goal to I suggest suggest adding an additional objective.

109
00:20:00.300 --> 00:20:11.700
Sara Tyler: Which is to develop and implement a regionally acceptable standard way 
to communicate a diverse range of landfill diversion options to the general public, 
it would be great if we had something like that.

110
00:20:12.930 --> 00:20:19.860
Sara Tyler: You know whether or not it's something that looks like what earth 911 
does or maybe a little more customized to our area.

111
00:20:21.720 --> 00:20:23.130
Sara Tyler: Under Goal five.

112
00:20:24.210 --> 00:20:26.310
Sara Tyler: which involves promoting.

113
00:20:27.690 --> 00:20:32.160
Sara Tyler: Essentially landfill diversion options, I suggest to add an objective.

114
00:20:32.940 --> 00:20:39.510
Sara Tyler: Objective five D encourage facilities already engaged in the develop in 
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the collection and reclamation of waste material.

115
00:20:39.870 --> 00:20:47.640
Sara Tyler: To develop ways to make their services more acceptable to a broader 
range of potential contributors this doesn't necessarily target.

116
00:20:48.420 --> 00:21:05.670
Sara Tyler: municipal programs, but rather private facilities that have often 
targeted their operations to serve large commercial customers to encourage them to 
make their their options more broadly accessible both the smaller business and and 
even to the general public.

117
00:21:07.500 --> 00:21:09.090
Sara Tyler: Under goal six.

118
00:21:10.320 --> 00:21:16.260
Sara Tyler: I object to the idea of targeting waste reduction activities towards 
major components of the waste stream.

119
00:21:16.710 --> 00:21:27.570
Sara Tyler: One thing that struck me on reading through this plan is how much we 
absolutely expect nothing to change if you look through it looks like we're just 
kind of projecting the status quo, to be happening.

120
00:21:28.290 --> 00:21:33.600
Sara Tyler: More and because there's more people, which is, which is actually 
slightly depressing.

121
00:21:34.110 --> 00:21:39.570
Sara Tyler: And so what we actually need to do is target things that can really 
change things, so instead of targeting.

122
00:21:39.930 --> 00:21:45.720
Sara Tyler: Large components of the waste stream, I think, for this goal, we should 
target programs with the potential to improve.

123
00:21:46.110 --> 00:21:56.130
Sara Tyler: How a defined waste stream is regionally managed so once that can really
bring change not ones that can you know, maybe tweak something to abroad to just the
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big waste streams.

124
00:21:56.610 --> 00:22:10.470
Sara Tyler: And then my final comment I got one more is to undergo seven explicitly 
include all activity which can be considered landfill diversion as part of our 
research and data collection efforts.

125
00:22:12.600 --> 00:22:18.150
Andrea Tantillo: I thank you i'm we are happy to accept your comments in writing if 
that would be easier for.

126
00:22:19.020 --> 00:22:31.620
Andrea Tantillo: None of what would be easier just let you talk for three minutes, 
but if you would like to submit your comments and writing, we would appreciate that,
and you can send them by email by four o'clock today and i'll put aaron's email 
address in the chat for you.

127
00:22:32.040 --> 00:22:35.310
Sara Tyler: Okay sounds good yeah cuz i'm sure that didn't really come across so 
thank you.

128
00:22:50.160 --> 00:22:51.810
3555 Timmons, Conf Room: Do we have any more comments.

129
00:22:52.980 --> 00:22:55.230
Andrea Tantillo: We have a couple more comments in the chat.

130
00:22:58.140 --> 00:22:59.190
Andrea Tantillo: From frank blake.

131
00:23:00.420 --> 00:23:05.970
Andrea Tantillo: it's regarding conserving landfill space most recycling diversion 
right same based on weight alone.

132
00:23:06.360 --> 00:23:17.550
Andrea Tantillo: It seems that for conserving future landfill space, there should be
volume estimates, so that items that are bulkier and take and will take up more 
landfill space could be prioritized for diversion.
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133
00:23:18.840 --> 00:23:29.160
Andrea Tantillo: And then, also the deadline for submitting comments was stated at 
4pm today and that limits opportunity for public comments typically there's some 
time for comments allowed following a public meeting.

134
00:23:44.430 --> 00:23:46.140
Tourism there's something like over there.

135
00:24:11.490 --> 00:24:18.720
3555 Timmons, Conf Room: Good afternoon, my name is Jim Tucker i'm a Houston 
resident 77006.

136
00:24:20.250 --> 00:24:20.670
3555 Timmons, Conf Room: and

137
00:24:22.410 --> 00:24:24.360
3555 Timmons, Conf Room: Much of the.

138
00:24:25.470 --> 00:24:34.770
3555 Timmons, Conf Room: document that was published is necessarily qualitative but 
i'm a science guys, so I was looking at the numbers and.

139
00:24:37.050 --> 00:24:50.790
3555 Timmons, Conf Room: i'm presuming that anything indicated as a percent increase
our perhaps decrease if I didn't see it is relative to whatever five year period.

140
00:24:51.990 --> 00:24:55.500
3555 Timmons, Conf Room: is initiated during.

141
00:24:56.550 --> 00:25:05.070
3555 Timmons, Conf Room: During that time time mark, I mean i'm looking at the table
three A, one on page three.

142
00:25:06.240 --> 00:25:19.890
3555 Timmons, Conf Room: For example, as well as the right hand column on several of
the tables that follow those increases are during the period that is initiated on 
the date to the left.
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143
00:25:21.720 --> 00:25:24.060
3555 Timmons, Conf Room: until the next five year period.

144
00:25:27.390 --> 00:25:32.310
3555 Timmons, Conf Room: Okay general question also looking at table three again.

145
00:25:34.200 --> 00:25:52.230
3555 Timmons, Conf Room: i'm a science guys so things you don't measure are things 
that you have trouble analyzing and looking at each line on each of the five year 
time markers which I guess are milestones for that.

146
00:25:54.150 --> 00:26:01.740
3555 Timmons, Conf Room: There is an overall increase in the estimated amount of per
capita.

147
00:26:03.960 --> 00:26:09.360
3555 Timmons, Conf Room: Ordinary waste debris and recycling is that a correct way 
to read that.

148
00:26:10.800 --> 00:26:11.730
3555 Timmons, Conf Room: That table.

149
00:26:14.520 --> 00:26:16.530
i'm not supposed to respond to comments.

150
00:26:17.730 --> 00:26:29.160
3555 Timmons, Conf Room: i'm sorry I couldn't hear but i'm supposed to respond to 
comments I understand I know i'm i'm just curious if i'm reading that correctly in 
that, overall, it is expected.

151
00:26:29.670 --> 00:26:45.060
3555 Timmons, Conf Room: That per capita per household whatever there will be an 
increase in total debris waste, whether captured as recycling our ordinary waste 
presumably going to a landfill.

152
00:26:46.620 --> 00:26:48.690
3555 Timmons, Conf Room: It so it's it's.
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153
00:26:50.040 --> 00:27:04.530
3555 Timmons, Conf Room: it's interesting that a strategy documents such as this 
does not at least have a scenario for overall waste reduction, both ordinary ways to
landfill and.

154
00:27:06.660 --> 00:27:19.140
3555 Timmons, Conf Room: recyclable capture rate on a per capita basis so that the 
following comments on encouraging voice projection did not seem to have been 
successful, thank you.

155
00:27:27.720 --> 00:27:28.170
Thank you.

156
00:27:42.810 --> 00:27:44.490
3555 Timmons, Conf Room: Do we have any other comments.

157
00:27:52.500 --> 00:27:59.400
Andrea Tantillo: We do not have any additional comments in the chat and we do not 
have any hands raised to make verbal comments.

158
00:28:05.940 --> 00:28:19.740
3555 Timmons, Conf Room: Okay we'll if we have no more comments comments we have 
will be looked at and at this time, if there is no more comments we will adjourn.
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  01:01:22 Frank Blake: For 'access' to recycling, I think it would be 

useful to have separate figures for curbside access, and drop-off access. These are 
not equivalent types of access, so it would be useful to know the percentage of 
citizens who have access to each. Also, it would be useful to know what mileage 
proximity to a drop-off site qualifies it as 'accessible'.  
The figure of 63% of residents having access to recycling may not be a good estimate
and may overstate current accessibility. I had attended an earlier public meeting on
the draft plan, and it was not clear how residents in apartments are factored in for
determining accessibility. A considerable proportion of regional residents reside in
apartments. Travel distance and availability of transportation would be factors for 
residents having access to recycling drop-off sites.

  01:11:34 Frank Blake: A goal of going from a 26% to 31% recycling rate 
over 20 years should be more ambitious. Why shouldn't the plan aim for a higher rate
of somewhere between 36% to 45% or so over this 20-year time span? There is 
currently more focus on innovation and the speed of new developments. There is also 
more public awareness. In coming years conserving regional landfill space will 
become increasingly important. Siting and constructing new landfill sites will 
become increasingly expensive and difficult & controversial to locate.

  01:13:06 Frank Blake: Regarding Conserving Landfill Space:
Most recycling diversion rates seem based on weight alone. It seems that for 
conserving future landfill space, that there should be volume estimates so that 
items that are bulkier and that will take up more landfill space could be 
prioritized for diversion.

  01:17:50 Frank Blake: The deadline for submitting comments was stated as 
4pm today. That limits the opportunity for public comments. Typically there is some 
time for comments allowed following a public meeting.

  01:19:06 Andrea Tantillo: email public comments to 
erin.livingston@h-gac.com
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