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TEXAS COMMISSION ON ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY

SUMMARY OF APPLICATION IN PLAIN 
LANGUAGE FOR TPDES OR TLAP PERMIT 

APPLICATIONS 

Summary of Application (in plain language) Template and 
Instructions for Texas Pollutant Discharge Elimination System 
(TPDES) and Texas Land Application (TLAP) Permit 
Applications 
 
Applicants should use this template to develop a plain language summary of your facility and
application as required by Title 30, Texas Administrative Code (30 TAC), Chapter 39, 
Subchapter H. You may modify the template as necessary to accurately describe your facility 
as long as the summary includes the following information: (1) the function of the proposed 
plant or facility; (2) the expected output of the proposed plant or facility; (3) the expected 
pollutants that may be emitted or discharged by the proposed plant or facility; and (4) how 
you will control those pollutants, so that the proposed plant will not have an adverse impact 
on human health or the environment. 
 
Fill in the highlighted areas below to describe your facility and application in plain language. 
Instructions and examples are provided below. Make any other edits necessary to improve 
readability or grammar and to comply with the rule requirements. After filling in the 
information for your facility delete these instructions.   
 
If you are subject to the alternative language notice requirements in 30 TAC Section 39.426, 
you must provide a translated copy of the completed plain language summary in the 
appropriate alternative language as part of your application package. For your convenience, 
a Spanish template has been provided below.  
 
ENGLISH TEMPLATE FOR TPDES or TLAP NEW/RENEWAL/AMENDMENT APPLICATIONS 
INDUSTRIAL WASTEWATER/STORMWATER 
The following summary is provided for this pending water quality permit application being 
reviewed by the Texas Commission on Environmental Quality as required by 30 TAC Chapter 
39.  The information provided in this summary may change during the technical review of the 
application and is not a federal enforceable representation of the permit application. 

City of Vernon (CN600248264) operates the City of Vernon Ion Exchange Plant 
(RN105640460), an ion exchange water treatment plant. The facility is located at 2801 
Sullivan Street, in Vernon, Wilbarger County, Texas 76384. This application is for a renewal to 
discharge at a daily average flow not to exceed 65,000 gallons per day. The daily maximum 
flow shall not exceed 108,000 gallons per day.  

Discharges from the facility are expected to contain The expected pollutants in the Outfall 
001 discharge include chemical oxygen demand (COD), nitrate-nitrogen, chloride, total 
dissolved solids (TDS), sulfate, and total selenium, with pH also monitored to ensure it 
remains within the permitted range. Additional potential pollutants are included in the 
Domestic Technical Report 1.0, Section 7. Pollutant Analysis of Treated Effluent in the permit 
application package. Raw water from public drinking water wells containing nitrate will be 
treated by a nitrate ion exchange wastewater treatment process which removes nitrates from 
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groundwater using ion exchange resins. Raw water passes through a series of nitrate 
exchange vessels where nitrate ions (NO ) in the water are exchanged for chloride ions (Cl ) 
from the resin. Once the resin becomes saturated with nitrates, it is regenerated using a brine 
solution prepared in a brine saturator and conditioned in a softener. During regeneration, the 
brine flushes the nitrate ions off the resin, restoring its capacity for further treatment. The 
resulting nitrate-rich waste brine is collected in a nitrate waste holding tank, where muriatic 
acid may be added to control pH and prevent scaling. Finally, the waste brine is discharged 
through Outfall 001 under regulated effluent limitations.. 
 



 

 

TEXAS COMMISSION ON ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY 

 

NOTICE OF RECEIPT OF APPLICATION AND 
INTENT TO OBTAIN WATER QUALITY PERMIT 

RENEWAL 

PERMIT NO. WQ0004868000 

APPLICATION. City of Vernon, 1725 Wilbarger Street, Vernon, Texas 76384, which owns an 
ion exchange water treatment plant, has applied to the Texas Commission on Environmental 
Quality (TCEQ) to renew Texas Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (TPDES) Permit No. 
WQ0004868000 (EPA I.D. No. TX0131792) to authorize the discharge of treated wastewater at 
a volume not to exceed a daily average flow of 65,000 gallons per day. The water treatment 
facility is located at 2801 Sullivan Street, in the city of Vernon, in Wilbarger County, Texas 
76834. The discharge route is from the plant site directly to Pease River. TCEQ received this 
application on October 30, 2025. The permit application will be available for viewing and 
copying at Vernon City Hall, 1725 Wilbarger Street, Vernon, in Wilbarger County, Texas prior 
to the date this notice is published in the newspaper. The application is available for viewing 
and copying at the following webpage: 
https://www.tceq.texas.gov/permitting/wastewater/pending-permits/tpdes-applications. This 
link to an electronic map of the site or facility's general location is provided as a public 
courtesy and not part of the application or notice. For the exact location, refer to the 
application. 
https://gisweb.tceq.texas.gov/LocationMapper/?marker=-99.296944,34.163333&level=18   

ADDITIONAL NOTICE. TCEQ’s Executive Director has determined the application is 
administratively complete and will conduct a technical review of the application. After 
technical review of the application is complete, the Executive Director may prepare a draft 
permit and will issue a preliminary decision on the application. Notice of the Application 
and Preliminary Decision will be published and mailed to those who are on the county-
wide mailing list and to those who are on the mailing list for this application. That notice 
will contain the deadline for submitting public comments. 

PUBLIC COMMENT / PUBLIC MEETING. You may submit public comments or request a 
public meeting on this application. The purpose of a public meeting is to provide the 
opportunity to submit comments or to ask questions about the application. TCEQ will hold a 
public meeting if the Executive Director determines that there is a significant degree of public 
interest in the application or if requested by a local legislator. A public meeting is not a 
contested case hearing. 

OPPORTUNITY FOR A CONTESTED CASE HEARING. After the deadline for submitting 
public comments, the Executive Director will consider all timely comments and prepare a 
response to all relevant and material, or significant public comments. Unless the application 



 

is directly referred for a contested case hearing, the response to comments, and the 
Executive Director’s decision on the application, will be mailed to everyone who 
submitted public comments and to those persons who are on the mailing list for this 
application. If comments are received, the mailing will also provide instructions for 
requesting reconsideration of the Executive Director’s decision and for requesting a 
contested case hearing. A contested case hearing is a legal proceeding similar to a civil trial 
in state district court.  

TO REQUEST A CONTESTED CASE HEARING, YOU MUST INCLUDE THE FOLLOWING ITEMS 
IN YOUR REQUEST: your name, address, phone number; applicant's name and proposed 
permit number; the location and distance of your property/activities relative to the 
proposed facility; a specific description of how you would be adversely affected by the 
facility in a way not common to the general public; a list of all disputed issues of fact that 
you submit during the comment period and, the statement "[I/we] request a contested 
case hearing." If the request for contested case hearing is filed on behalf of a group or 
association, the request must designate the group’s representative for receiving future 
correspondence; identify by name and physical address an individual member of the 
group who would be adversely affected by the proposed facility or activity; provide the 
information discussed above regarding the affected member’s location and distance from 
the facility or activity; explain how and why the member would be affected; and explain 
how the interests the group seeks to protect are relevant to the group’s purpose. 

Following the close of all applicable comment and request periods, the Executive Director will 
forward the application and any requests for reconsideration or for a contested case hearing 
to the TCEQ Commissioners for their consideration at a scheduled Commission meeting. 

The Commission may only grant a request for a contested case hearing on issues the 
requestor submitted in their timely comments that were not subsequently withdrawn. If a 
hearing is granted, the subject of a hearing will be limited to disputed issues of fact or 
mixed questions of fact and law relating to relevant and material water quality concerns 
submitted during the comment period.  

TCEQ may act on an application to renew a permit for discharge of wastewater without 
providing an opportunity for a contested case hearing if certain criteria are met. 

MAILING LIST. If you submit public comments, a request for a contested case hearing or a 
reconsideration of the Executive Director’s decision, you will be added to the mailing list for 
this specific application to receive future public notices mailed by the Office of the Chief 
Clerk. In addition, you may request to be placed on: (1) the permanent mailing list for a 
specific applicant name and permit number; and/or (2) the mailing list for a specific county. 
If you wish to be placed on the permanent and/or the county mailing list, clearly specify 
which list(s) and send your request to TCEQ Office of the Chief Clerk at the address below. 

INFORMATION AVAILABLE ONLINE. For details about the status of the application, visit the 
Commissioners’ Integrated Database at www.tceq.texas.gov/goto/cid. Search the database 
using the permit number for this application, which is provided at the top of this notice. 

AGENCY CONTACTS AND INFORMATION. All public comments and requests must be 
submitted either electronically at https://www14.tceq.texas.gov/epic/eComment/, or in 
writing to the Texas Commission on Environmental Quality, Office of the Chief Clerk, MC-105, 



 

P.O. Box 13087, Austin, Texas 78711-3087. Please be aware that any contact information you 
provide, including your name, phone number, email address and physical address will 
become part of the agency’s public record. For more information about this permit 
application or the permitting process, please call the TCEQ Public Education Program, Toll 
Free, at 1-800-687-4040 or visit their website at www.tceq.texas.gov/goto/pep. Si desea 
información en Español, puede llamar al 1-800-687-4040. 

Further information may also be obtained from City of Vernon at the address stated above or 
by calling Mr. Chase Craighead, Public Works Director, at 940-552-2581. 

Issuance Date: November 19, 2025 
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Candice Calhoun

From: Mark Lawrence <mlawrence@jacobmartin.com>
Sent: Wednesday, November 5, 2025 11:03 AM
To: Candice Calhoun; scraighead@vernontx.gov
Subject: RE: Application to Renew Permit No. WQ0004868000 (City of Vernon) - Notice of 

Deficiency
Attachments: wq0004868000 Response to NOD.pdf

Good morning, Mrs. Courville, 
 
Thank you for reviewing the permit application, please see the attached response to the Notice of 
Deficiency Letter. 
 
Regards, 
 
MARK LAWRENCE 
JACOB | MARTIN 
3465 Curry Lane 
Abilene, TX 79606 
Ofc) 325.695.1070 
jacobmartin.com 
 
From: Candice Calhoun <Candice.Calhoun@tceq.texas.gov>  
Sent: Tuesday, November 4, 2025 2:56 PM 
To: scraighead@vernontx.gov 
Cc: Mark Lawrence <mlawrence@jacobmartin.com> 
Subject: Application to Renew Permit No. WQ0004868000 (City of Vernon) - Notice of Deficiency 
Importance: High 
 
Good afternoon, Mr. Craighead,  
 
The attached Notice of Deficiency (NOD) letter dated November 4, 2025, requests additional 
information needed to declare the application administratively complete. Please send 
complete response no later than November 18, 2025. 
 
If you have any questions, please let me know. 
 
 
Regards, 
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Candice Courville 
License & Permit Specialist  
ARP Team | Water Quality Division  
Texas Commission on Environmental 
Quality 
512-239-4312 
candice.calhoun@tceq.texas.gov 
 

How is our customer service? Fill out our online customer satisfaction survey at 
www.tceq.texas.gov/customersurvey 
 



1

Candice Calhoun

From: Mark Lawrence <mlawrence@jacobmartin.com>
Sent: Wednesday, November 5, 2025 3:12 PM
To: Candice Calhoun; scraighead@vernontx.gov
Subject: RE: Application to Renew Permit No. WQ0004868000 (City of Vernon) - Notice of 

Deficiency
Attachments: USGS Map Vernon IX Plant_Final.pdf

Candice, 
 
Thank you for catching that. Please see the revised map labeling the property boundary. 
 
Best, 
 
MARK LAWRENCE 
JACOB | MARTIN 
3465 Curry Lane 
Abilene, TX 79606 
Ofc) 325.695.1070 
jacobmartin.com 
 
From: Candice Calhoun <Candice.Calhoun@tceq.texas.gov>  
Sent: Wednesday, November 5, 2025 2:43 PM 
To: Mark Lawrence <mlawrence@jacobmartin.com>; scraighead@vernontx.gov 
Subject: RE: Application to Renew Permit No. WQ0004868000 (City of Vernon) - Notice of Deficiency 
 
Good afternoon, Mark,  
 
Thank you for your response. I only have one note, other than that, everything else looks great. 
 
For the USGS map – I did not see the applicant’s property boundary labeled. If this is one in 
the same with the site boundaries, please label it as such.  
 
If you have any additional questions, please let me know.  
 
 
Regards, 

  

 

Candice Courville 
License & Permit Specialist  
ARP Team | Water Quality Division  
Texas Commission on Environmental 
Quality 
512-239-4312 
candice.calhoun@tceq.texas.gov 



 

 

INTEGRITY 

EXCELLENCE 

TRUST 

info@jacobmartin.com      
www.jacobmartin.com  

TBPE Firm #:  2448      
TBAE Firm #:  BR 2261 
TBPLS Firm #:  10194493 

3465 Curry Lane        1925 Fort Worth Highway             4920 S. Loop 289 Ste. 106 
Abilene, TX 79606             Weatherford, TX 76086                 Lubbock, TX 79401 
325.695.1070        817.594.9880          806.368.6375 

November 5, 2025 
 
 
Candice Courville 
Application Review and Processing Team (MC148) 
Water Quality Division 
Texas Commission on Environmental Quality 
12100 Park 35 Circle 
Austin, Texas 78753 
 
RE: Application to Renew Permit No.: WQ0004868000 (EPA I.D. No. TX0131792) 
Applicant Name: City of Vernon (CN600248264) 
Site Name: City of Vernon Ion Exchange Plant (RN105640460) 
Type of Application: Renewal without changes 
 
Dear Mrs. Courville, 
 
I am writing in response to the Notice of Deficiency (NOD) letter dated November 4, 2025. 
Please see the following responses: 

1. Your records are correct. The authorization type should be Reverse Osmosis Water 
Treatment Plant. 

2. Please see the attached updated PLS reflecting the correct facility name. 
3. Please see the attached USGS map. The file has been corrected and should now be 

legible but please let me know if otherwise. 
4. The portion of the NORI provided appears accurate and contains no errors or omissions. 

 
We appreciate your review of the application and your assistance in processing this renewal. 
If you have any questions or need additional information, please feel free to contact me at our 
Abilene office at (325) 695-1070 or via email at mlawrence@jacobmartin.com 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Mark Lawrence 
Environmental Geologist 
3465 Curry Lane 
Abilene, TX 79606 
JACOB | MARTIN 
 



 

 

info@jacobmartin.com      
www.jacobmartin.com  

3465 Curry Lane        1508 Santa Fe, Suite 203                1014 Broadway 
Abilene, TX 79606             Weatherford, TX 76086                  Lubbock, TX 79401 
325.695.1070        817.594.9880          806.368.6375 

TBPE Firm #:  2448      
TBAE Firm #:  BR 2261 
TBPLS Firm #:  10194493 

INTEGRITY 

EXCELLENCE 

TRUST 

Attachments: 
Attachment 1 – Plain Language Summary 
Attachment 2 – USGS Topographic Map 



TCEQ-20972 (11/08/2024)  Page 1 of 2 
Wastewater Individual Permit Application, Plain Language Template 

 

TEXAS COMMISSION ON ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY 

SUMMARY OF APPLICATION IN PLAIN 

LANGUAGE FOR TPDES OR TLAP PERMIT 

APPLICATIONS 

Summary of Application (in plain language) Template and 
Instructions for Texas Pollutant Discharge Elimination System 
(TPDES) and Texas Land Application (TLAP) Permit 
Applications 
 

Applicants should use this template to develop a plain language summary of your facility and 
application as required by Title 30, Texas Administrative Code (30 TAC), Chapter 39, 
Subchapter H. You may modify the template as necessary to accurately describe your facility 
as long as the summary includes the following information: (1) the function of the proposed 
plant or facility; (2) the expected output of the proposed plant or facility; (3) the expected 
pollutants that may be emitted or discharged by the proposed plant or facility; and (4) how 
you will control those pollutants, so that the proposed plant will not have an adverse impact 
on human health or the environment. 
 
Fill in the highlighted areas below to describe your facility and application in plain language. 
Instructions and examples are provided below. Make any other edits necessary to improve 
readability or grammar and to comply with the rule requirements. After filling in the 
information for your facility delete these instructions.   
 
If you are subject to the alternative language notice requirements in 30 TAC Section 39.426, 
you must provide a translated copy of the completed plain language summary in the 
appropriate alternative language as part of your application package. For your convenience, 
a Spanish template has been provided below.  
 
ENGLISH TEMPLATE FOR TPDES or TLAP NEW/RENEWAL/AMENDMENT APPLICATIONS 
INDUSTRIAL WASTEWATER/STORMWATER 
The following summary is provided for this pending water quality permit application being 
reviewed by the Texas Commission on Environmental Quality as required by 30 TAC Chapter 
39.  The information provided in this summary may change during the technical review of the 
application and is not a federal enforceable representation of the permit application. 

City of Vernon (CN600248264) operates the City of Vernon Ion Exchange Plant 
(RN105640460), an ion exchange water treatment plant. The facility is located at 2801 
Sullivan Street, in Vernon, Wilbarger County, Texas 76384. This application is for a renewal to 
discharge at a daily average flow not to exceed 65,000 gallons per day. The daily maximum 
flow shall not exceed 108,000 gallons per day.  

Discharges from the facility are expected to contain The expected pollutants in the Outfall 
001 discharge include chemical oxygen demand (COD), nitrate-nitrogen, chloride, total 
dissolved solids (TDS), sulfate, and total selenium, with pH also monitored to ensure it 
remains within the permitted range. Additional potential pollutants are included in the 
Domestic Technical Report 1.0, Section 7. Pollutant Analysis of Treated Effluent in the permit 
application package. Raw water from public drinking water wells containing nitrate will be 
treated by a nitrate ion exchange wastewater treatment process which removes nitrates from 



TCEQ-20972 (11/08/2024)  Page 2 of 2 
Wastewater Individual Permit Application, Plain Language Template 

groundwater using ion exchange resins. Raw water passes through a series of nitrate 
exchange vessels where nitrate ions (NO₃⁻) in the water are exchanged for chloride ions (Cl⁻) 
from the resin. Once the resin becomes saturated with nitrates, it is regenerated using a brine 
solution prepared in a brine saturator and conditioned in a softener. During regeneration, the 
brine flushes the nitrate ions off the resin, restoring its capacity for further treatment. The 
resulting nitrate-rich waste brine is collected in a nitrate waste holding tank, where muriatic 
acid may be added to control pH and prevent scaling. Finally, the waste brine is discharged 
through Outfall 001 under regulated effluent limitations.. 
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TEXAS COMMISSION ON ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY

SUMMARY OF APPLICATION IN PLAIN 
LANGUAGE FOR TPDES OR TLAP PERMIT 

APPLICATIONS 

Summary of Application (in plain language) Template and 
Instructions for Texas Pollutant Discharge Elimination System 
(TPDES) and Texas Land Application (TLAP) Permit 
Applications 
 
Applicants should use this template to develop a plain language summary of your facility and
application as required by Title 30, Texas Administrative Code (30 TAC), Chapter 39, 
Subchapter H. You may modify the template as necessary to accurately describe your facility 
as long as the summary includes the following information: (1) the function of the proposed 
plant or facility; (2) the expected output of the proposed plant or facility; (3) the expected 
pollutants that may be emitted or discharged by the proposed plant or facility; and (4) how 
you will control those pollutants, so that the proposed plant will not have an adverse impact 
on human health or the environment. 
 
Fill in the highlighted areas below to describe your facility and application in plain language. 
Instructions and examples are provided below. Make any other edits necessary to improve 
readability or grammar and to comply with the rule requirements. After filling in the 
information for your facility delete these instructions.   
 
If you are subject to the alternative language notice requirements in 30 TAC Section 39.426, 
you must provide a translated copy of the completed plain language summary in the 
appropriate alternative language as part of your application package. For your convenience, 
a Spanish template has been provided below.  
 
ENGLISH TEMPLATE FOR TPDES or TLAP NEW/RENEWAL/AMENDMENT APPLICATIONS 
INDUSTRIAL WASTEWATER/STORMWATER 
The following summary is provided for this pending water quality permit application being 
reviewed by the Texas Commission on Environmental Quality as required by 30 TAC Chapter 
39.  The information provided in this summary may change during the technical review of the 
application and is not a federal enforceable representation of the permit application. 

City of Vernon (CN600248264) operates the City of Vernon Ion Exchange Plant 
(RN105640460), an ion exchange water treatment plant. The facility is located at 2801 
Sullivan Street, in Vernon, Wilbarger County, Texas 76384. This application is for a renewal to 
discharge at a daily average flow not to exceed 65,000 gallons per day. The daily maximum 
flow shall not exceed 108,000 gallons per day.  

Discharges from the facility are expected to contain The expected pollutants in the Outfall 
001 discharge include chemical oxygen demand (COD), nitrate-nitrogen, chloride, total 
dissolved solids (TDS), sulfate, and total selenium, with pH also monitored to ensure it 
remains within the permitted range. Additional potential pollutants are included in the 
Domestic Technical Report 1.0, Section 7. Pollutant Analysis of Treated Effluent in the permit 
application package. Raw water from public drinking water wells containing nitrate will be 
treated by a nitrate ion exchange wastewater treatment process which removes nitrates from 
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groundwater using ion exchange resins. Raw water passes through a series of nitrate 
exchange vessels where nitrate ions (NO ) in the water are exchanged for chloride ions (Cl ) 
from the resin. Once the resin becomes saturated with nitrates, it is regenerated using a brine 
solution prepared in a brine saturator and conditioned in a softener. During regeneration, the 
brine flushes the nitrate ions off the resin, restoring its capacity for further treatment. The 
resulting nitrate-rich waste brine is collected in a nitrate waste holding tank, where muriatic 
acid may be added to control pH and prevent scaling. Finally, the waste brine is discharged 
through Outfall 001 under regulated effluent limitations.. 
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