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TEXAS COMMISSION ON ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY 

 

NOTICE OF RECEIPT OF APPLICATION AND 
INTENT TO OBTAIN WATER QUALITY PERMIT 

RENEWAL 

PERMIT NO. WQ0010255001 

APPLICATION. City of Refugio, P.O. Box 1020, Refugio, Texas 78377, has applied to the Texas 
Commission on Environmental Quality (TCEQ) to renew Texas Pollutant Discharge Elimination 
System (TPDES) Permit No. WQ0010255001 (EPA I.D. No. TX0032492) to authorize the 
discharge of treated wastewater at a volume not to exceed a daily average flow of 576,000 
gallons per day. The domestic wastewater treatment facility is located at 157 Dump Grounds 
Road, near the city of Refugio, in Refugio County, Texas 78377. The discharge route is from 
the plant site to unnamed tributary, thence to Dry Creek, thence to the Mission River Above 
Tidal. TCEQ received this application on May 31, 2024. The permit application will be 
available for viewing and copying at Refugio City Hall, 613 Commerce Street, Refugio, in 
Refugio County, Texas prior to the date this notice is published in the newspaper. The 
application, including any updates, and associated notices are available electronically at the 
following webpage: 
 https://www.tceq.texas.gov/permitting/wastewater/pending-permits/tpdes-applications.  
This link to an electronic map of the site or facility's general location is provided as a public 
courtesy and not part of the application or notice. For the exact location, refer to the 
application. 
https://gisweb.tceq.texas.gov/LocationMapper/?marker=-97.26474,28.28436&level=18  

ADDITIONAL NOTICE. TCEQ’s Executive Director has determined the application is 
administratively complete and will conduct a technical review of the application. After 
technical review of the application is complete, the Executive Director may prepare a draft 
permit and will issue a preliminary decision on the application. Notice of the Application 
and Preliminary Decision will be published and mailed to those who are on the county-
wide mailing list and to those who are on the mailing list for this application. That notice 
will contain the deadline for submitting public comments. 

PUBLIC COMMENT / PUBLIC MEETING. You may submit public comments or request a 
public meeting on this application. The purpose of a public meeting is to provide the 
opportunity to submit comments or to ask questions about the application. TCEQ will hold a 
public meeting if the Executive Director determines that there is a significant degree of public 
interest in the application or if requested by a local legislator. A public meeting is not a 
contested case hearing. 

OPPORTUNITY FOR A CONTESTED CASE HEARING. After the deadline for submitting 
public comments, the Executive Director will consider all timely comments and prepare a 

https://www.tceq.texas.gov/permitting/wastewater/pending-permits/tpdes-applications
https://gisweb.tceq.texas.gov/LocationMapper/?marker=-97.26474,28.28436&level=18


 

response to all relevant and material, or significant public comments. Unless the application 
is directly referred for a contested case hearing, the response to comments, and the 
Executive Director’s decision on the application, will be mailed to everyone who 
submitted public comments and to those persons who are on the mailing list for this 
application. If comments are received, the mailing will also provide instructions for 
requesting reconsideration of the Executive Director’s decision and for requesting a 
contested case hearing. A contested case hearing is a legal proceeding similar to a civil trial 
in state district court.  

TO REQUEST A CONTESTED CASE HEARING, YOU MUST INCLUDE THE FOLLOWING ITEMS 
IN YOUR REQUEST: your name, address, phone number; applicant's name and proposed 
permit number; the location and distance of your property/activities relative to the 
proposed facility; a specific description of how you would be adversely affected by the 
facility in a way not common to the general public; a list of all disputed issues of fact that 
you submit during the comment period and, the statement "[I/we] request a contested 
case hearing." If the request for contested case hearing is filed on behalf of a group or 
association, the request must designate the group’s representative for receiving future 
correspondence; identify by name and physical address an individual member of the 
group who would be adversely affected by the proposed facility or activity; provide the 
information discussed above regarding the affected member’s location and distance from 
the facility or activity; explain how and why the member would be affected; and explain 
how the interests the group seeks to protect are relevant to the group’s purpose. 

Following the close of all applicable comment and request periods, the Executive Director will 
forward the application and any requests for reconsideration or for a contested case hearing 
to the TCEQ Commissioners for their consideration at a scheduled Commission meeting. 

The Commission may only grant a request for a contested case hearing on issues the 
requestor submitted in their timely comments that were not subsequently withdrawn. If a 
hearing is granted, the subject of a hearing will be limited to disputed issues of fact or 
mixed questions of fact and law relating to relevant and material water quality concerns 
submitted during the comment period. TCEQ may act on an application to renew a permit 
for discharge of wastewater without providing an opportunity for a contested case 
hearing if certain criteria are met. 

MAILING LIST. If you submit public comments, a request for a contested case hearing or a 
reconsideration of the Executive Director’s decision, you will be added to the mailing list for 
this specific application to receive future public notices mailed by the Office of the Chief 
Clerk. In addition, you may request to be placed on: (1) the permanent mailing list for a 
specific applicant name and permit number; and/or (2) the mailing list for a specific county. 
If you wish to be placed on the permanent and/or the county mailing list, clearly specify 
which list(s) and send your request to TCEQ Office of the Chief Clerk at the address below. 

INFORMATION AVAILABLE ONLINE. For details about the status of the application, visit the 
Commissioners’ Integrated Database at www.tceq.texas.gov/goto/cid. Search the database 
using the permit number for this application, which is provided at the top of this notice. 

AGENCY CONTACTS AND INFORMATION. All public comments and requests must be 
submitted either electronically at https://www14.tceq.texas.gov/epic/eComment/, or in 
writing to the Texas Commission on Environmental Quality, Office of the Chief Clerk, MC-105, 

http://www.tceq.texas.gov/goto/cid
https://www14.tceq.texas.gov/epic/eComment/


 

P.O. Box 13087, Austin, Texas 78711-3087. Please be aware that any contact information you 
provide, including your name, phone number, email address and physical address will 
become part of the agency’s public record. For more information about this permit 
application or the permitting process, please call the TCEQ Public Education Program, Toll 
Free, at 1-800-687-4040 or visit their website at www.tceq.texas.gov/goto/pep. Si desea 
información en Español, puede llamar al 1-800-687-4040. 

Further information may also be obtained from City of Refugio at the address stated above or 
by calling Mr. Hector Castaneda, Ardurra, at 361-883-1984. 

Issuance Date: June 20, 2024 

 

http://www.tceq.texas.gov/goto/pep
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TEXAS COMMISSION ON ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY 

DOMESTIC WASTEWATER PERMIT APPLICATION 
CHECKLIST 

Complete and submit this checklist with the application. 

APPLICANT NAME: Town of Refugio 

PERMIT NUMBER (If new, leave blank): WQ00 10255001 

Indicate if each of the following items is included in your application. 

 
Administrative Report 1.0 ☒   ☐    

Administrative Report 1.1 ☐   ☒    

SPIF ☒   ☐    

Core Data Form ☒   ☐    

Public Involvement Plan Form ☐   ☒    

Technical Report 1.0 ☒   ☐    

Technical Report 1.1 ☐   ☒    

Worksheet 2.0 ☒   ☐    

Worksheet 2.1 ☐   ☒    

Worksheet 3.0 ☐   ☒    

Worksheet 3.1 ☐   ☒    

Worksheet 3.2 ☐   ☒    

Worksheet 3.3 ☐   ☒    

Worksheet 4.0 ☐   ☒    

Worksheet 5.0 ☐   ☒    

Worksheet 6.0 ☒   ☐    

Worksheet 7.0 ☐   ☒    

Original USGS Map ☒   ☐    

Affected Landowners Map ☐   ☒    

Landowner Disk or Labels ☐   ☒    

Buffer Zone Map ☒   ☐    

Flow Diagram ☒   ☐    

Site Drawing ☒   ☐    

Original Photographs ☐   ☒    

Design Calculations ☐   ☒    

Solids Management Plan ☐   ☒    

Water Balance ☐   ☒    

 

 

For TCEQ Use Only 

Segment Number ___________________________________County ______________________ 
Expiration Date _____________________________________Region______________________ 
Permit Number ___________________________________________________ 
  

Y N Y N 
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Leah Whallon

From: Hector Castaneda <hcastaneda@ardurra.com>
Sent: Tuesday, June 11, 2024 10:46 AM
To: Leah Whallon
Cc: trcity@tisd.net
Subject: RE: Application to Renew Permit No. WQ0010255001; Town of Refugio WWTP
Attachments: 10053 - Page 8.pdf; Refugio WWTP Permit Renewal Core Form.pdf

Please find attached.   
 
Sincerely, 
  

 

Hector Castaneda, Jr.   
Project Manager 
O: (361) 883-1984   |   M: (361) 960-1166    
801 NavigaƟon Blvd., Suite 200 
Corpus ChrisƟ, Texas 78408 
hcastaneda@ardurra.com  |  www.ardurra.com 

  

      

  
LNV is now Ardurra 
New Name. Familiar Faces. More Resources. Same Great Service. 
 

From: Leah Whallon <Leah.Whallon@Tceq.Texas.Gov>  
Sent: Tuesday, June 11, 2024 9:19 AM 
To: Hector Castaneda <hcastaneda@ardurra.com> 
Cc: trcity@tisd.net 
Subject: RE: Application to Renew Permit No. WQ0010255001; Town of Refugio WWTP 
 

Hi Hector, If that is a valid physical address for the facility, yes, ple ase update the forms to use that address. If it is not, pleas e provide a location description in the requested format so our records can be updated. Please let me know if you have any questions . Thanks, L eah                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

Hi Hector, 
 
If that is a valid physical address for the facility, yes, please update the forms to use that address. If it is not, 
please provide a location description in the requested format so our records can be updated. Please let me know if 
you have any questions. 
 
Thanks, 

  

 

Leah Whallon 
Texas Commission on Environmental Quality 
Water Quality Division  
512-239-0084 
leah.whallon@tceq.texas.gov 
 

How is our customer service? Fill out our online customer satisfaction survey at 
www.tceq.texas.gov/customersurvey 
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From: Hector Castaneda <hcastaneda@ardurra.com>  
Sent: Tuesday, June 11, 2024 9:15 AM 
To: Leah Whallon <Leah.Whallon@Tceq.Texas.Gov> 
Cc: trcity@tisd.net 
Subject: Re: Application to Renew Permit No. WQ0010255001; Town of Refugio WWTP 
 
Do I update both to the 157 Dump Road Address? 
Sent from my iPhone 
 

On Jun 11, 2024, at 9:13 AM, Leah Whallon <Leah.Whallon@tceq.texas.gov> wrote: 

  
Thank you, Hector. 
  
The 157 Dump Grounds Road is the address on record in our Central Registry. The request for the 
simplified location description is needed to update this information. Our requested format is to use 
a single distance in feet or miles from a nearby intersection and a description in this format was 
suggested in the letter. Please update the core data form and section 10 of the administrative 
report so the location information can be updated with this application. Please let me know if you 
have any questions. 
  
Thanks, 

  
<image006.png> 

  
Leah Whallon 
Texas Commission on Environmental Quality 
Water Quality Division  
512-239-0084 
leah.whallon@tceq.texas.gov 
  

How is our customer service? Fill out our online customer satisfaction survey at 
www.tceq.texas.gov/customersurvey 
  
  
  

From: Hector Castaneda <hcastaneda@ardurra.com>  
Sent: Monday, June 10, 2024 2:06 PM 
To: Leah Whallon <Leah.Whallon@Tceq.Texas.Gov> 
Cc: trcity@tisd.net 
Subject: RE: Application to Renew Permit No. WQ0010255001; Town of Refugio WWTP 
  
Please see my responses below in red: 
  

1. Administrative Report 1.0, Section 10, Item A and Core Data form, Section III, Item 23 and 
25 There are multiple physical location addresses and descriptions on record and in the 
application. The physical address on the core data form at 613 Commerce Street is not 
accurate for the facility’s location. The address on record is 157 Dump Grounds Road. An 
accurate location description using a single distance in feet or miles from a nearby 
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intersection is “approximately 0.75 miles southeast of the intersection of Bayou Street and 
Farm-to-Market Road 774.”  
  
Please provide revised pages for Section 10 and the core data form to use only one of either 
an accurate physical address or location description for the facility’s location.  
  
Please find attached the revised Core Form.  I didn’t see any reference to 157 Dump 
Ground Road in AR 1.0 Section 10.  The physical address is “located approximately 1.0 
miles east of U.S. Highway 77 and 0.75 miles south of Farm-to-Market Road 774 in 
Refugio County, Texas 78377.” 

  
2. The following is a portion of the NORI which contains information relevant to your 

application. Please read it carefully and indicate if it contains any errors or omissions. The 
complete notice will be sent to you once the application is declared administratively 
complete.  
  
APPLICATION. City of Refugio, P.O. Box 1020, Refugio, Texas 78377, has applied to the 
Texas Commission on Environmental Quality (TCEQ) to renew Texas Pollutant Discharge 
Elimination System (TPDES) Permit No. WQ0010255001 (EPA I.D. No. TX0032492) to 
authorize the discharge of treated wastewater at a volume not to exceed a daily average 
flow of 576,000 gallons per day. The domestic wastewater treatment facility is located at 
(pending response), near the city of Refugio, in Refugio County, Texas 78377. The discharge 
route is from the plant site to unnamed tributary, thence to Dry Creek, thence to the 
Mission River Above Tidal. TCEQ received this application on May 31, 2024. The permit 
application will be available for viewing and copying at Refugio City Hall, 613 Commerce 
Street, Refugio, in Refugio County, Texas prior to the date this notice is published in the 
newspaper. The application, including any updates, and associated notices are available 
electronically at the following webpage: 
https://www.tceq.texas.gov/permitting/wastewater/pending-permits/tpdes-applications. 
This link to an electronic map of the site or facility's general location is provided as a public 
courtesy and not part of the application or notice. For the exact location, refer to the 
application. https://gisweb.tceq.texas.gov/LocationMapper/?marker=-
97.26474,28.28436&level=18  
  
Further information may also be obtained from City of Refugio at the address stated above 
or by calling Mr. Hector Castaneda, Ardurra, at 361-883-1984.  
  
I have reviewed and the NORI is correct.  

  
Sincerely, 
  

<image001.png> 
 

Hector Castaneda, Jr.   
Project Manager 
O: (361) 883-1984   |   M: (361) 960-1166    
801 NavigaƟon Blvd., Suite 200 
Corpus ChrisƟ, Texas 78408 
hcastaneda@ardurra.com  |  www.ardurra.com 
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LNV is now Ardurra 
New Name. Familiar Faces. More Resources. Same Great Service. 
  

From: Leah Whallon <Leah.Whallon@Tceq.Texas.Gov>  
Sent: Monday, June 10, 2024 12:58 PM 
To: Hector Castaneda <hcastaneda@ardurra.com>; trcity@tisd.net 
Subject: Application to Renew Permit No. WQ0010255001; Town of Refugio WWTP 
  

Good Afternoon, Please see the attached Notice of Deficiency letter dated June 10, 2024 requesting addi tional information needed to declare the application  admin istratively comp lete. Please send the complete response by June 24 , 2024. Please let me know if you have any quest ions.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         
  
Good Afternoon,  
  
Please see the attached Notice of Deficiency letter dated June 10, 2024 requesting additional 
information needed to declare the application administratively complete. Please send the complete 
response by June 24, 2024. 
  
Please let me know if you have any questions. 
  
Thank you, 

  
<image006.png> 

  
Leah Whallon 
Texas Commission on Environmental Quality 
Water Quality Division  
512-239-0084 
leah.whallon@tceq.texas.gov 
  

How is our customer service? Fill out our online customer satisfaction survey at 
www.tceq.texas.gov/customersurvey 
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E. Owner of effluent disposal site: 

Prefix: Click to enter text. Last Name, First Name: Click to enter text. 

Title: Click to enter text. Credential: Click to enter text. 

Organization Name: Click to enter text. 

Mailing Address: Click to enter text. City, State, Zip Code: Click to enter text. 

Phone No.: Click to enter text.  E-mail Address: Click to enter text. 

If the landowner is not the same person as the facility owner or co-applicant, attach a lease 
agreement or deed recorded easement. See instructions. 

Attachment: Click to enter text. 

F. Owner sewage sludge disposal site (if authorization is requested for sludge disposal on 
property owned or controlled by the applicant):: 

Prefix: Click to enter text. Last Name, First Name: Click to enter text. 

Title: Click to enter text. Credential: Click to enter text. 

Organization Name: Click to enter text. 

Mailing Address: Click to enter text. City, State, Zip Code: Click to enter text. 

Phone No.: Click to enter text.  E-mail Address: Click to enter text. 

If the landowner is not the same person as the facility owner or co-applicant, attach a lease 
agreement or deed recorded easement. See instructions. 

Attachment: Click to enter text. 

Section 10. TPDES Discharge Information (Instructions Page 31) 

A. Is the wastewater treatment facility location in the existing permit accurate?  

☐   Yes ☒   No 

If no, or a new permit application, please give an accurate description: 
157 Dump Ground Road, Refugio, Tx 78377 

B. Are the point(s) of discharge and the discharge route(s) in the existing permit correct? 

☒   Yes ☐   No 

If no, or a new or amendment permit application, provide an accurate description of the 
point of discharge and the discharge route to the nearest classified segment as defined in 30 
TAC Chapter 307:  
Click to enter text. 

City nearest the outfall(s): Refugio 

County in which the outfalls(s) is/are located: Refugio 

C. Is or will the treated wastewater discharge to a city, county, or state highway right-of-way, or 
a flood control district drainage ditch? 

☐   Yes ☒   No 
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