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1. Summary of application (in plain language) 

2. First Notice (NORI-Notice of Receipt of Application and Intent 
to Obtain a Permit) 

3. Application Materials 

 





 

 

TEXAS COMMISSION ON ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY 

 

NOTICE OF RECEIPT OF APPLICATION AND 
INTENT TO OBTAIN WATER QUALITY PERMIT 

RENEWAL 

PERMIT NO. WQ0010286001 

APPLICATION. City of Smithville, P.O. Box 449, Smithville, Texas 78957, has applied to the 
Texas Commission on Environmental Quality (TCEQ) to renew Texas Pollutant Discharge 
Elimination System (TPDES) Permit No. WQ0010286001 (EPA I.D. No. TX0022951) to authorize 
the discharge of treated wastewater at a volume not to exceed a daily average flow of 500,000 
gallons per day. The domestic wastewater treatment facility is located at 101 Royston Street, 
in the city of Smithville, in Bastrop County, Texas 78957. The discharge route is from the 
plant site to Gazley Greek, thence to Colorado River Above La Grange. TCEQ received this 
application on September 12, 2024. The permit application will be available for viewing and 
copying at Smithville City Hall, 317 Main Street, Smithville, in Bastrop County, Texas prior to 
the date this notice is published in the newspaper. The application, including any updates, 
and associated notices are available electronically at the following webpage: 
https://www.tceq.texas.gov/permitting/wastewater/pending-permits/tpdes-applications.  
This link to an electronic map of the site or facility's general location is provided as a public 
courtesy and not part of the application or notice. For the exact location, refer to the 
application. 
https://gisweb.tceq.texas.gov/LocationMapper/?marker=-97.164722,30.009166&level=18 

ADDITIONAL NOTICE. TCEQ’s Executive Director has determined the application is 
administratively complete and will conduct a technical review of the application. After 
technical review of the application is complete, the Executive Director may prepare a draft 
permit and will issue a preliminary decision on the application. Notice of the Application 
and Preliminary Decision will be published and mailed to those who are on the county-
wide mailing list and to those who are on the mailing list for this application. That notice 
will contain the deadline for submitting public comments. 

PUBLIC COMMENT / PUBLIC MEETING. You may submit public comments or request a 
public meeting on this application. The purpose of a public meeting is to provide the 
opportunity to submit comments or to ask questions about the application. TCEQ will hold a 
public meeting if the Executive Director determines that there is a significant degree of public 
interest in the application or if requested by a local legislator. A public meeting is not a 
contested case hearing. 

OPPORTUNITY FOR A CONTESTED CASE HEARING. After the deadline for submitting 
public comments, the Executive Director will consider all timely comments and prepare a 
response to all relevant and material, or significant public comments. Unless the application 



 

is directly referred for a contested case hearing, the response to comments, and the 
Executive Director’s decision on the application, will be mailed to everyone who 
submitted public comments and to those persons who are on the mailing list for this 
application. If comments are received, the mailing will also provide instructions for 
requesting reconsideration of the Executive Director’s decision and for requesting a 
contested case hearing. A contested case hearing is a legal proceeding similar to a civil trial 
in state district court.  

TO REQUEST A CONTESTED CASE HEARING, YOU MUST INCLUDE THE FOLLOWING ITEMS 
IN YOUR REQUEST: your name, address, phone number; applicant's name and proposed 
permit number; the location and distance of your property/activities relative to the 
proposed facility; a specific description of how you would be adversely affected by the 
facility in a way not common to the general public; a list of all disputed issues of fact that 
you submit during the comment period and, the statement "[I/we] request a contested 
case hearing." If the request for contested case hearing is filed on behalf of a group or 
association, the request must designate the group’s representative for receiving future 
correspondence; identify by name and physical address an individual member of the 
group who would be adversely affected by the proposed facility or activity; provide the 
information discussed above regarding the affected member’s location and distance from 
the facility or activity; explain how and why the member would be affected; and explain 
how the interests the group seeks to protect are relevant to the group’s purpose. 

Following the close of all applicable comment and request periods, the Executive Director will 
forward the application and any requests for reconsideration or for a contested case hearing 
to the TCEQ Commissioners for their consideration at a scheduled Commission meeting. 

The Commission may only grant a request for a contested case hearing on issues the 
requestor submitted in their timely comments that were not subsequently withdrawn. If a 
hearing is granted, the subject of a hearing will be limited to disputed issues of fact or 
mixed questions of fact and law relating to relevant and material water quality concerns 
submitted during the comment period.  

TCEQ may act on an application to renew a permit for discharge of wastewater without 
providing an opportunity for a contested case hearing if certain criteria are met. 

MAILING LIST. If you submit public comments, a request for a contested case hearing or a 
reconsideration of the Executive Director’s decision, you will be added to the mailing list for 
this specific application to receive future public notices mailed by the Office of the Chief 
Clerk. In addition, you may request to be placed on: (1) the permanent mailing list for a 
specific applicant name and permit number; and/or (2) the mailing list for a specific county. 
If you wish to be placed on the permanent and/or the county mailing list, clearly specify 
which list(s) and send your request to TCEQ Office of the Chief Clerk at the address below. 

INFORMATION AVAILABLE ONLINE. For details about the status of the application, visit the 
Commissioners’ Integrated Database at www.tceq.texas.gov/goto/cid. Search the database 
using the permit number for this application, which is provided at the top of this notice. 

AGENCY CONTACTS AND INFORMATION. All public comments and requests must be 
submitted either electronically at https://www14.tceq.texas.gov/epic/eComment/, or in 
writing to the Texas Commission on Environmental Quality, Office of the Chief Clerk, MC-105, 



 

P.O. Box 13087, Austin, Texas 78711-3087. Please be aware that any contact information you 
provide, including your name, phone number, email address and physical address will 
become part of the agency’s public record. For more information about this permit 
application or the permitting process, please call the TCEQ Public Education Program, Toll 
Free, at 1-800-687-4040 or visit their website at www.tceq.texas.gov/goto/pep. Si desea 
información en Español, puede llamar al 1-800-687-4040. 

Further information may also be obtained from City of Smithville at the address stated above 
or by calling Mr. Robert Tamble, City Manager, at 512-237-3282. 

Issuance Date: September 24, 2024 
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Ammonia Nitrogen, mg/l 0.0233 0.0265 1 

1 

Grab 

Grab 

04/23/2024 
9:00 AM 
08/05/2024 
4:15 PM

Nitrate Nitrogen, mg/l 2.52 2.52 1 Grab 04/23/2024 
9:00 AM

Total Kjeldahl Nitrogen, mg/l 0.655 0.655 1 Grab 04/23/2024 
9:00 AM

Sulfate, mg/l 37.9 37.9 1 Grab 04/23/2024 
9:00 AM

Chloride, mg/l 50.1 50.1 1 Grab 04/23/2024 
9:00 AM

Total Phosphorus, mg/l 2.26 2.26 1 Grab 04/23/2024 
9:00 AM

pH, standard units 7.39 7.39 1 Grab 04/23/2024 
9:00 AM

Dissolved Oxygen*, mg/l 8.06 8.06 1 Grab By City on 
4/23/24,  
Time Unknown 

Chlorine Residual, mg/l 1.09 1.09 1 Grab By City on 
4/23/24,  
Time Unknown 

E.coli (CFU/100ml) freshwater 2.01 2.01 1 Grab 04/23/2024 
9:00 AM

Entercocci (CFU/100ml) 
saltwater 

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

Total Dissolved Solids, mg/l 324 324 1 Grab 08/05/2024 
4:15 PM

Electrical Conductivity, 
µmohs/cm, † 

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

Oil & Grease, mg/l N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

Alkalinity (CaCO3)*, mg/l  N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

*TPDES permits only 
†TLAP permits only 

Table1.0(3) – Pollutant Analysis for Water Treatment Facilities 

Pollutant 
Average 
Conc. 

Max 
Conc. 

No. of 
Samples 

Sample 
Type 

Sample 
Date/Time 

Total Suspended Solids, mg/l N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

Total Dissolved Solids, mg/l N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

pH, standard units N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

Fluoride, mg/l N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

Aluminum, mg/l N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

Alkalinity (CaCO3), mg/l  N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

Section 8. Facility Operator (Instructions Page 50) 

Facility Operator Name: Paul Espinoza

Facility Operator's License Classification and Level: Wastewater Treatment Operator Class C

Facility Operator's License Number: WW0060154

Section 9. Sludge and Biosolids Management and Disposal 
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Biosolids Management 

Management 
Practice 

Handler or 
Preparer 
Type 

Bulk or Bag 
Container 

Amount (dry 
metric tons) 

Pathogen 
Reduction 
Options 

Vector 
Attraction 
Reduction 
Option 

Disposal in 
Landfill 

Off-site 
Third-Party 
Handler or 
Preparer 

Bulk Unknown Choose an 
item.

Choose an 
item.

Choose an 
item.

Choose an 
item.

Choose an 
item.

Choose an 
item.

Choose an 
item.

Choose an 
item.

Choose an 
item.

Choose an 
item.

Choose an 
item.

Choose an 
item.

If “Other” is selected for Management Practice, please explain (e.g. monofill or transport to 
another WWTP): Click to enter text.

D. Disposal site 

Disposal site name: Williamson County Landfill

TCEQ permit or registration number: MSW-1405B

County where disposal site is located: Williamson

E. Transportation method 

Method of transportation (truck, train, pipe, other): by truck in 20-yard dumpsters

Name of the hauler: Waste Management

Hauler registration number: 25576

Sludge is transported as a: 

Liquid ☐     semi-liquid ☐     semi-solid ☐     solid ☒

Section 10. Permit Authorization for Sewage Sludge Disposal 
(Instructions Page 53) 

A. Beneficial use authorization 

Does the existing permit include authorization for land application of sewage sludge for 
beneficial use? 

☐   Yes ☒   No 

If yes, are you requesting to continue this authorization to land apply sewage sludge for 
beneficial use? 

☐   Yes ☐   No 

If yes, is the completed Application for Permit for Beneficial Land Use of Sewage Sludge 
(TCEQ Form No. 10451) attached to this permit application (see the instructions for 
details)? 

☐   Yes ☐   No 
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Rainee Trevino

From: Bradley Loehr <bradley@befcoengineering.com>
Sent: Friday, September 27, 2024 5:14 AM
To: Rainee Trevino; ebalusek@ci.smithville.tx.us; Paul Espinoza; Odis Pfeiffer
Cc: Donna Cozzaglio
Subject: City of Smithville-Gazley WWTP-TCEQ Discharge Permit Renewal: Application to Renew 

Permit No. WQ0010286001 - Notice of Deficiency Letter 
Attachments: Core Data Form-Updated Sept 24 2024.pdf; Attachment 4 - SPIF USGS Quad Map with 

Highlights.pdf; Attachment 3 - USGS Quad Map with Highlights.pdf

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

THIS IS THE CORRECT E-MAIL 
 
Good Morning Rainee, hope you are well, the following is the City’s response to TCEQ Notice of Deficiency Letter 
dated September 19, 2024. 
 

 Item 1 – Please find attached the updated legible USGS Quad Maps, Attachment 3 – USGS Quad Maps and 
Attachment 4 – SPIF USGS Quad Map; and; 

 Item 2 – NORI wording is acceptable. 
 
Also, based upon comments received on Permit No. WQ0010286003 for the City of Smithville Willow WWTP’s 
Permit Renewal, attached is updated Core Data Form.  Section III, Item 39 had a typo regarding PWS Number. 
 
If y’all should need any more information or have any questions, please contact me.  Donna, please print this out 
and put in project files.  Thanks, Bradley 
 
Stay Safe and Protect Others, 
Thanks and take care, 
Bradley C. Loehr, PE 
BEFCO Engineering, Inc. 
P. O. Box 615 (485 N. Jefferson) 
La Grange, Texas 78945 
979-968-6474 Office 
979-702-1316 Mobile 

“Don’t worry about anything; instead, pray about everything. Tell God what you need, and thank him for all he has done. Then 

you will experience God’s peace, which exceeds anything we can understand. His peace will guard your hearts and minds as you 

live in Christ Jesus” (Philippians 4:6-7 NLT) 

Hallelujah! We are saved no matter who we are, what we’ve done, or how long we’ve done it. 

“Only those who throw away their lives for my sake and for the sake of the Good News will ever know what 
it means to really live” (Mark 8:35 TLB). 
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Rainee Trevino

From: Bradley Loehr <bradley@befcoengineering.com>
Sent: Tuesday, September 24, 2024 7:09 AM
To: Rainee Trevino; ebalusek@ci.smithville.tx.us; Paul Espinoza; Odis Pfeiffer
Cc: Donna Cozzaglio
Subject: City of Smithville-Gazley WWTP-TCEQ Discharge Permit Renewal: Application to Renew 

Permit No. WQ0010286001 - Notice of Deficiency Letter 
Attachments: Attachment 4_SPIF with Highlights.pdf; Attachment 3_USGS 1 - 4 with Highlights.pdf; 

Core Data Form-Updated Sept 24 2024.pdf

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

Good Morning Rainee, hope you are well, the following is the City’s response to TCEQ Notice of Deficiency Letter 
dated September 19, 2024. 
 
Item 1 – Core Data Form (CDF) -   In follow up, please find attached the updated legible USGS Quad Map; 
Item 2 – NORI wording is acceptable. 
 
Also, based upon comments received on Permit No. WQ0010286003 for the City of Smithville Willow WWTP’s 
Permit Renewal, attached is updated Core Data Form.  Section III, Item 39 had a typo regarding PWS Number. 
 
If y’all should need any more information or have any questions, please contact me.  Donna, please print this out 
and put in project files.  Thanks, Bradley 
 
Stay Safe and Protect Others, 
Thanks and take care, 
Bradley C. Loehr, PE 
BEFCO Engineering, Inc. 
P. O. Box 615 (485 N. Jefferson) 
La Grange, Texas 78945 
979-968-6474 Office 
979-702-1316 Mobile 

“Don’t worry about anything; instead, pray about everything. Tell God what you need, and thank him for all he has done. Then 

you will experience God’s peace, which exceeds anything we can understand. His peace will guard your hearts and minds as you 

live in Christ Jesus” (Philippians 4:6-7 NLT) 

Hallelujah! We are saved no matter who we are, what we’ve done, or how long we’ve done it. 

“Only those who throw away their lives for my sake and for the sake of the Good News will ever know what 
it means to really live” (Mark 8:35 TLB). 

“Our purpose is to please God, not people. He alone examines the motives of our hearts.” 1 Thessalonians 2:4 (NLT).  
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