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1. Summary of application (in plain language) 
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 Alternative Language (Spanish) 

3. Application materials 

 

 

Portada de Paquete 
Administrativo  

Este archivo contiene los siguientes documentos: 
1. Resumen en lenguaje sencillo (PLS, por sus siglas en inglés) de la actividad 

propuesta 

 Inglés 
 Idioma alternativo (español) 

2. Primer aviso (NORI, por sus siglas en inglés) 

 Inglés 
 Idioma alternativo (español) 

3. Solicitud original 

 







 

 

TEXAS COMMISSION ON ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY 

 

NOTICE OF RECEIPT OF APPLICATION AND 
INTENT TO OBTAIN WATER QUALITY PERMIT 

RENEWAL 

PERMIT NO. WQ0012579001 

APPLICATION. Spring West Municipal Utility District, 1300 Post Oak Boulevard, Suite 2400, 
Houston, Texas 77056, has applied to the Texas Commission on Environmental Quality 
(TCEQ) to renew Texas Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (TPDES) Permit No. 
WQ0012579001 (EPA I.D. No. TX0090824) to authorize the discharge of treated wastewater at 
a volume not to exceed a daily average flow of 762,000 gallons per day. The domestic 
wastewater treatment facility is located at 2320 Farm-to-Market Road 2920, near the city of 
Spring, in Harris County, Texas 77388. The discharge route is from the plant site to Senger 
Gully; thence to Cypress Creek. TCEQ received this application on May 23, 2024. The permit 
application will be available for viewing and copying at Barbara Bush Branch Public Library, 
6817 Cypresswood Drive, Spring, in Harris County, Texas prior to the date this notice is 
published in the newspaper. The application, including any updates, and associated notices 
are available electronically at the following webpage: 
https://www.tceq.texas.gov/permitting/wastewater/pending-permits/tpdes-applications. This 
link to an electronic map of the site or facility's general location is provided as a public 
courtesy and not part of the application or notice. For the exact location, refer to the 
application. 
https://gisweb.tceq.texas.gov/LocationMapper/?marker=-95.452777,30.070833&level=18   
 
ALTERNATIVE LANGUAGE NOTICE. Alternative language notice in Spanish is available at:  
https://www.tceq.texas.gov/permitting/wastewater/pending-permits/tpdes-applications. 
El aviso de idioma alternativo en español está disponible en  
https://www.tceq.texas.gov/permitting/wastewater/pending-permits/tpdes-applications. 
 
ADDITIONAL NOTICE. TCEQ’s Executive Director has determined the application is 
administratively complete and will conduct a technical review of the application. After 
technical review of the application is complete, the Executive Director may prepare a draft 
permit and will issue a preliminary decision on the application. Notice of the Application 
and Preliminary Decision will be published and mailed to those who are on the county-
wide mailing list and to those who are on the mailing list for this application. That notice 
will contain the deadline for submitting public comments. 

PUBLIC COMMENT / PUBLIC MEETING. You may submit public comments or request a 
public meeting on this application. The purpose of a public meeting is to provide the 
opportunity to submit comments or to ask questions about the application. TCEQ will hold a 
public meeting if the Executive Director determines that there is a significant degree of public 



 

interest in the application or if requested by a local legislator. A public meeting is not a 
contested case hearing. 

OPPORTUNITY FOR A CONTESTED CASE HEARING. After the deadline for submitting 
public comments, the Executive Director will consider all timely comments and prepare a 
response to all relevant and material, or significant public comments. Unless the application 
is directly referred for a contested case hearing, the response to comments, and the 
Executive Director’s decision on the application, will be mailed to everyone who 
submitted public comments and to those persons who are on the mailing list for this 
application. If comments are received, the mailing will also provide instructions for 
requesting reconsideration of the Executive Director’s decision and for requesting a 
contested case hearing. A contested case hearing is a legal proceeding similar to a civil trial 
in state district court.  

TO REQUEST A CONTESTED CASE HEARING, YOU MUST INCLUDE THE FOLLOWING ITEMS 
IN YOUR REQUEST: your name, address, phone number; applicant's name and proposed 
permit number; the location and distance of your property/activities relative to the 
proposed facility; a specific description of how you would be adversely affected by the 
facility in a way not common to the general public; a list of all disputed issues of fact that 
you submit during the comment period and, the statement "[I/we] request a contested 
case hearing." If the request for contested case hearing is filed on behalf of a group or 
association, the request must designate the group’s representative for receiving future 
correspondence; identify by name and physical address an individual member of the 
group who would be adversely affected by the proposed facility or activity; provide the 
information discussed above regarding the affected member’s location and distance from 
the facility or activity; explain how and why the member would be affected; and explain 
how the interests the group seeks to protect are relevant to the group’s purpose. 

Following the close of all applicable comment and request periods, the Executive Director will 
forward the application and any requests for reconsideration or for a contested case hearing 
to the TCEQ Commissioners for their consideration at a scheduled Commission meeting. 

The Commission may only grant a request for a contested case hearing on issues the 
requestor submitted in their timely comments that were not subsequently withdrawn. If a 
hearing is granted, the subject of a hearing will be limited to disputed issues of fact or 
mixed questions of fact and law relating to relevant and material water quality concerns 
submitted during the comment period.  

TCEQ may act on an application to renew a permit for discharge of wastewater without 
providing an opportunity for a contested case hearing if certain criteria are met. 

MAILING LIST. If you submit public comments, a request for a contested case hearing or a 
reconsideration of the Executive Director’s decision, you will be added to the mailing list for 
this specific application to receive future public notices mailed by the Office of the Chief 
Clerk. In addition, you may request to be placed on: (1) the permanent mailing list for a 
specific applicant name and permit number; and/or (2) the mailing list for a specific county. 
If you wish to be placed on the permanent and/or the county mailing list, clearly specify 
which list(s) and send your request to TCEQ Office of the Chief Clerk at the address below. 



 

INFORMATION AVAILABLE ONLINE. For details about the status of the application, visit the 
Commissioners’ Integrated Database at www.tceq.texas.gov/goto/cid. Search the database 
using the permit number for this application, which is provided at the top of this notice. 

AGENCY CONTACTS AND INFORMATION. All public comments and requests must be 
submitted either electronically at https://www14.tceq.texas.gov/epic/eComment/, or in 
writing to the Texas Commission on Environmental Quality, Office of the Chief Clerk, MC-105, 
P.O. Box 13087, Austin, Texas 78711-3087. Please be aware that any contact information you 
provide, including your name, phone number, email address and physical address will 
become part of the agency’s public record. For more information about this permit 
application or the permitting process, please call the TCEQ Public Education Program, Toll 
Free, at 1-800-687-4040 or visit their website at www.tceq.texas.gov/goto/pep. Si desea 
información en Español, puede llamar al 1-800-687-4040. 

Further information may also be obtained from Spring West Municipal Utility District at the 
address stated above or by calling Mr. Blake Ahrendsen, E.I.T., Odyssey Engineering Group, 
LLC, at 281-306-0240 extension 112. 

Issuance Date: June 20, 2024 

 



Comisión de Calidad Ambiental del Estado de Texas 
 

 
 
 

AVISO DE RECIBO DE LA SOLICITUD Y 
EL INTENTO DE OBTENER PERMISO PARA LA CALIDAD DEL AGUA 

RENOVACION 
  

PERMISO NO. WQ0012579001 
 

SOLICITUD. Spring West Municipal Utility District, 1300 post Oak Boulevard, Suite 2400, 
Houston, TX 77056 ha solicitado a la Comisión de Calidad Ambiental del Estado de Texas 
(TCEQ) para renovar el Permiso No. WQ0012579001 (EPA I.D. No. TX0090824) del Sistema de 
Eliminación de Descargas de Contaminantes de Texas (TPDES) para autorizar la descarga de 
aguas residuales tratadas en un volumen que no sobrepasa un flujo promedio diario de 762,000 
galones por día. La planta está ubicada a 2320 F.M. 2920, Spring, TX 77388, en el Condado de 
Harris, Texas. La ruta de descarga es del sitio de la planta al barranco de Senger, de allí al arroyo 
de Cypress. La TCEQ recibió esta solicitud el 23 de. Mayo 2024. La solicitud para el permiso 
estará disponible para leerla y copiarla en Barbara Bush Sucursal Biblioteca, 6817 Cypresswood 
Drive, Spring, Texas antes de la fecha de publicación de este aviso en el periódico. Este enlace a 
un mapa electrónico de la ubicación general del sitio o de la instalación es proporcionado como 
una cortesía y no es parte de la solicitud o del aviso. Para la ubicación exacta, consulte la 
solicitud. 
https://gisweb.tceq.texas.gov/LocationMapper/?marker=-95.452777,30.070833&level=18 
 
 
AVISO ADICIONAL. El Director Ejecutivo de la TCEQ ha determinado que la solicitud es 
administrativamente completa y conducirá una revisión técnica de la solicitud. Después de 
completar la revisión técnica, el Director Ejecutivo puede preparar un borrador del permiso y 
emitirá una Decisión Preliminar sobre la solicitud. El aviso de la solicitud y la decisión 
preliminar serán publicados y enviado a los que están en la lista de correo de las 
personas a lo largo del condado que desean recibir los avisos y los que están en la 
lista de correo que desean recibir avisos de esta solicitud. El aviso dará la fecha 
límite para someter comentarios públicos. 
 
COMENTARIO PUBLICO / REUNION PUBLICA. Usted puede presentar 
comentarios públicos o pedir una reunión pública sobre esta solicitud. El propósito 
de una reunión pública es dar la oportunidad de presentar comentarios o hacer preguntas acerca 
de la solicitud. La TCEQ realiza una reunión pública si el Director Ejecutivo determina que hay 
un grado de interés público suficiente en la solicitud o si un legislador local lo pide. Una reunión 
pública no es una audiencia administrativa de lo contencioso. 
 
OPORTUNIDAD DE UNA AUDIENCIA ADMINISTRATIVA DE LO CONTENCIOSO. 
Después del plazo para presentar comentarios públicos, el Director Ejecutivo considerará todos 
los comentarios apropiados y preparará una respuesta a todo los comentarios públicos 



esenciales, pertinentes, o significativos. A menos que la solicitud haya sido referida 
directamente a una audiencia administrativa de lo contencioso, la respuesta a los 
comentarios y la decisión del Director Ejecutivo sobre la solicitud serán enviados 
por correo a todos los que presentaron un comentario público y a las personas que 
están en la lista para recibir avisos sobre esta solicitud. Si se reciben comentarios, 
el aviso también proveerá instrucciones para pedir una reconsideración de la 
decisión del Director Ejecutivo y para pedir una audiencia administrativa de lo 
contencioso. Una audiencia administrativa de lo contencioso es un procedimiento legal 
similar a un procedimiento legal civil en un tribunal de distrito del estado.  
 
PARA SOLICITAR UNA AUDIENCIA DE CASO IMPUGNADO, USTED DEBE 
INCLUIR EN SU SOLICITUD LOS SIGUIENTES DATOS: su nombre, dirección, y 
número de teléfono; el nombre del solicitante y número del permiso; la ubicación 
y distancia de su propiedad/actividad con respecto a la instalación; una 
descripción específica de la forma cómo usted sería afectado adversamente por el 
sitio de una manera no común al público en general; una lista de todas las 
cuestiones de hecho en disputa que usted presente durante el período de 
comentarios; y la declaración "[Yo/nosotros] solicito/solicitamos una audiencia de 
caso impugnado". Si presenta la petición para una audiencia de caso impugnado 
de parte de un grupo o asociación, debe identificar una persona que representa al 
grupo para recibir correspondencia en el futuro; identificar el nombre y la 
dirección de un miembro del grupo que sería afectado adversamente por la planta 
o la actividad propuesta; proveer la información indicada anteriormente con 
respecto a la ubicación del miembro afectado y su distancia de la planta o actividad 
propuesta; explicar cómo y porqué el miembro sería afectado; y explicar cómo los 
intereses que el grupo desea proteger son pertinentes al propósito del grupo. 
 
Después del cierre de todos los períodos de comentarios y de petición que aplican, 
el Director Ejecutivo enviará la solicitud y cualquier petición para reconsideración 
o para una audiencia de caso impugnado a los Comisionados de la TCEQ para su 
consideración durante una reunión programada de la Comisión. La Comisión sólo 
puede conceder una solicitud de una audiencia de caso impugnado sobre los temas 
que el solicitante haya presentado en sus comentarios oportunos que no fueron 
retirados posteriormente. Si se concede una audiencia, el tema de la audiencia 
estará limitado a cuestiones de hecho en disputa o cuestiones mixtas de hecho y de 
derecho relacionadas a intereses pertinentes y materiales de calidad del agua que 
se hayan presentado durante el período de comentarios. Si ciertos criterios se 
cumplen, la TCEQ puede actuar sobre una solicitud para renovar un permiso sin 
proveer una oportunidad de una audiencia administrativa de lo contencioso.  
 
LISTA DE CORREO. Si somete comentarios públicos, un pedido para una audiencia 
administrativa de lo contencioso o una reconsideración de la decisión del Director Ejecutivo, la 
Oficina del Secretario Principal enviará por correo los avisos públicos en relación con la 
solicitud. Ademas, puede pedir que la TCEQ ponga su nombre en una or mas de las listas 
correos siguientes (1) la lista de correo permanente para recibir los avisos de el solicitante 
indicado por nombre y número del permiso específico y/o (2) la lista de correo de todas las 
solicitudes en un condado especifico. Si desea que se agrega su nombre en una de las listas 
designe cual lista(s) y envia por correo su pedido a la Oficina del Secretario Principal de la 
TCEQ. 
 
CONTACTOS E INFORMACIÓN A LA AGENCIA.  Todos los comentarios públicos y 



solicitudes deben ser presentadas electrónicamente vía 
http://www14.tceq.texas.gov/epic/eComment/o por escrito dirigidos a la Comisión 
de Texas de Calidad Ambiental, Oficial de la Secretaría (Office of Chief Clerk), MC-
105, P.O. Box 13087, Austin, Texas 78711-3087. Tenga en cuenta que cualquier 
información personal que usted proporcione, incluyendo su nombre, número de teléfono, 
dirección de correo electrónico y dirección física pasarán a formar parte del registro público de 
la Agencia. Para obtener más información acerca de esta solicitud de permiso o el proceso de 
permisos, llame al programa de educación pública de la TCEQ, gratis, al 1-800-687-4040. Si 
desea información en Español, puede llamar al 1-800-687-4040. 
 
También se puede obtener información adicional del Spring West Municipal Utility District a la 
dirección indicada arriba o llamando a Blake Ahrendsen al 281-306-0240. 
 
Fecha de emission: 20 de junio de 2024 
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Candice Calhoun

From: Blake Ahrendsen, E.I.T. <bahrendsen@odysseyeg.com>
Sent: Wednesday, June 5, 2024 2:30 PM
To: Candice Calhoun
Subject: RE: Application to Renew Permit No. WQ0012579001; Spring West Municipal Utility 

District
Attachments: Core Data Form.docx; Municipal Discharge Renewal Spanish NORI.docx; SPring West 

USGS MAP.pdf

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Completed

Thank you, Candice.  
 
Please see responses below: 
 

1. It appears that the mailing address was mistakenly used for those blanks. Please see attached 
updated core data form using the correct address, 2320 FM 2920, Spring, TX 77388. 

2. Please see attached USGS topo map. I apologize for the omission. 
3. Not necessary per phone call 6/5/2024. 
4. Please use the verbiage “…located at 2320 FM 2920, near the city of Spring…” 
5. Please see attached completed Spanish NORI. 

 
Please let me know if I can assist with anything else. 
 
Blake Ahrendsen, E.I.T. 
Senior Project Engineer 

 
2500 Tanglewilde Street, Suite 300 
Houston, Texas 77063  
Office: 281-306-0240 ext. 112 
TBPE No. F-17637 
www.odysseyeg.com 
  
  

 
 
From: Candice Calhoun <Candice.Calhoun@tceq.texas.gov>  
Sent: Tuesday, June 4, 2024 3:28 PM 
To: Blake Ahrendsen, E.I.T. <bahrendsen@odysseyeg.com> 
Subject: Application to Renew Permit No. WQ0012579001; Spring West Municipal Utility District 
Importance: High 
 
Good afternoon, Mr. Ahrendsen, 
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          TCEQ Core Data Form  

 

For detailed instructions on completing this form, please read the Core Data Form Instructions or call 512-239-5175. 

SECTION I: General Information 
 

1. Reason for Submission (If other is checked please describe in space provided.) 

 New Permit, Registration or Authorization (Core Data Form should be submitted with the program application.) 

 Renewal (Core Data Form should be submitted with the renewal form)    Other       

2. Customer Reference Number (if issued) Follow this link to search 

for CN or RN numbers in 

Central Registry** 

3. Regulated Entity Reference Number (if issued) 

  CN 601360464   RN 102917234 

SECTION II: Customer Information 
 

4. General Customer Information                                       5. Effective Date for Customer Information Updates (mm/dd/yyyy)  4/25/2024 

 New Customer                                             Update to Customer Information                      Change in Regulated Entity Ownership 

Change in Legal Name (Verifiable with the Texas Secretary of State or Texas Comptroller of Public Accounts)                            

The Customer Name submitted here may be updated automatically based on what is current and active with the Texas Secretary of State 

(SOS) or Texas Comptroller of Public Accounts (CPA). 

6. Customer Legal Name (If an individual, print last name first: eg: Doe, John) If new Customer, enter previous Customer below:   

Spring West MUD        

7. TX SOS/CPA Filing Number 

N/A 

8. TX State Tax ID (11 digits) 

N/A 

9. Federal Tax ID  

(9 digits) 

N/A 

10. DUNS Number (if 
applicable) 

      

11. Type of Customer:    Corporation   Individual     Partnership:  General  Limited 

Government:  City  County  Federal  Local   State  Other        

                            

  Sole Proprietorship  Other:       

12. Number of Employees 

 0-20      21-100       101-250       251-500       501 and higher 

13. Independently Owned and Operated? 

 Yes                   No 

14. Customer Role (Proposed or Actual) – as it relates to the Regulated Entity listed on this form. Please check one of the following 

Owner                                 Operator                              Owner & Operator 

Occupational Licensee        Responsible Party                VCP/BSA Applicant                       
 Other:                                                                                                        

15. Mailing  

Address:  

Schwartz, Page & Harding, LLP 

1300 Post Oak Blvd Ste 2400 

City  Houston  State  TX ZIP  77056 ZIP + 4       

16. Country Mailing Information (if outside USA) 17. E-Mail Address (if applicable) 

      arubinsky@sphllp.com 

18. Telephone Number 19. Extension or Code 20. Fax Number (if applicable) 

 TCEQ Use Only 

https://www15.tceq.texas.gov/crpub/
https://www15.tceq.texas.gov/crpub/
https://www15.tceq.texas.gov/crpub/
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(  713  ) 623-4531            (       )     -       

SECTION III: Regulated Entity Information 

21. General Regulated Entity Information (If ‘New Regulated Entity” is selected, a new permit application is also required.)                              

 New Regulated Entity       Update to Regulated Entity Name       Update to Regulated Entity Information         

The Regulated Entity Name submitted may be updated, in order to meet TCEQ Core Data Standards (removal of organizational endings such 

as Inc, LP, or LLC). 

22. Regulated Entity Name (Enter name of the site where the regulated action is taking place.)  

Spring West MUD 

23. Street Address of 

the Regulated Entity:             

(No PO Boxes) 

2320 FM 2920 

      

City  Spring State  TX ZIP  77388 ZIP + 4       

24. County Harris County  

If no Street Address is provided, fields 25-28 are required. 

25. Description to  

Physical Location: 
      

26. Nearest City    State Nearest ZIP Code 

Houston  TX 77056 

Latitude/Longitude are required and may be added/updated to meet TCEQ Core Data Standards. (Geocoding of the Physical Address may be 

used to supply coordinates where none have been provided or to gain accuracy).   

27. Latitude (N) In Decimal:  29.75321 28. Longitude (W) In Decimal:  95.46033 

Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds 

29 45 11.55 95 27 37.18 

29. Primary SIC Code  

(4 digits) 

30. Secondary SIC Code  

(4 digits) 

31. Primary NAICS Code 

 (5 or 6 digits) 

32. Secondary NAICS Code 

(5 or 6 digits) 

4952      22132       

33. What is the Primary Business of this entity?    (Do not repeat the SIC or NAICS description.) 

      

34. Mailing  

Address:  

Schwartz, Page & Harding, LLP 

1300 Post Oak Blvd Ste 2400  

City  Houston  State  TX ZIP  77056 ZIP + 4       

35. E-Mail Address:  arubinsky@sphllp.com      

36. Telephone Number 37. Extension or Code 38. Fax Number (if applicable) 

( 713 ) 623-4531          (     )    -       

 

39. TCEQ Programs and ID Numbers Check all Programs and write in the permits/registration numbers that will be affected by the updates submitted on this 

form. See the Core Data Form instructions for additional guidance.   
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SECTION IV: Preparer Information 

SECTION V:  Authorized Signature 

46.  By my signature below, I certify, to the best of my knowledge, that the information provided in this form is true and complete, and that I have signature authority 

to submit this form on behalf of the entity specified in Section II, Field 6 and/or as required for the updates to the ID numbers identified in field 39.  

 

 

 Dam Safety  Districts   Edwards Aquifer   Emissions Inventory Air  Industrial Hazardous Waste 

                               

 Municipal Solid Waste  
 New Source 

Review Air  
 OSSF   Petroleum Storage Tank   PWS 

                                

 Sludge  Storm Water  Title V Air   Tires  Used Oil 

                                 

 Voluntary Cleanup   Wastewater    Wastewater Agriculture   Water Rights  Other:       

                                 

40. Name: Blake Ahrendsen 41. Title:  Senior Project Engineer  

42. Telephone Number 43. Ext./Code 44. Fax Number 45. E-Mail Address 

( 281 ) 306-0240   112 (     )    -          bahrendesn@odysseyeg.com 

Company: Odyssey Engineering Group, LLC  Job Title: Senior Project Engineer  

Name (In Print): Blake Ahrendsen  Phone: ( 281 ) 306- 0240 

Signature:  Date: 6/4/2024 
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        represents a repackaging of GIS data in traditional map form, not creation of new information. The geospatial data in this map are from
        selected National Map data holdings and other government sources.
       This map depicts geographic features on the surface of the earth. It is a general purpose map for users who are not GIS experts. One
        intended purpose is to support emergency response at all levels of government.
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     None
     This product may be freely copied, redistributed, and printed. Most content is derived from public domain data with no reuse
      constraints. The primary exceptions are the orthoimage layers for maps in Alaska and Hawaii, which are copyrighted and have some reuse
      restrictions; see the relevant data source sections (srcinfo tag) in this file. US Topo maps with dates 2010-2015 may contain commercial road
      data that is also copyrighted with use restrictions; see the credit note and metadata file for individual products. Even maps that contain
      copyrighted data may be freely used and redistributed, provided the appropriate copyright notices are retained; normal fair-use principles
      apply. Users should be aware that temporal changes may have occurred since these data were collected and some data may no longer represent
      actual surface conditions. Users should not use these data for critical applications without a full awareness of their limitations.
      Acknowledgment of the U.S. Geological Survey is appreciated for products derived from these data.
  
   
     
       Cartographic content is derived from USGS national geospatial databases. Most the data are owned and hosted by the USGS, but this does
        not preclude using data sources owned or hosted by other organizations, provided that these sources have been approved by the USGS data
        program.
    
     This product is a layered geospatial PDF file.
     Each PDF layer is derived from data extracted from USGS national geospatial databases. These data are intended to be cartographically
      complete at 1:24,000 scale.
     
       
         This US Topo map product is compiled to meet National Map Accuracy Standards (NMAS). NMAS horizontal accuracy requires that at least
          90 percent of well-defined points tested are within 0.02 inch of the true position. In this product, the projection line, grids, and
          orthoimage are believed to meet NMAS. Positional accuracy of the other data layers is less controllable because of diversity of data
          sources, and may not meet NMAS. However, other vector layers do generally register well with the orthoimage, which is evidence that the
          overall accuracy is close to meeting NMAS.
      
       
         Vertical accuracy report: US Topo contours are derived from the USGS 3D Elevation Program (3DEP) 1/3 arc-second DEM data. Accuracy
          of 3DEP is inherited from various sources. These data sources vary in vertical accuracy depending on time of collection, collection method,
          control accuracy and density, and local terrain relief. The overall absolute vertical accuracy of the 1/3 arcsecond DEM data, as tested
          against GPS control, is about 3 meters at 95% confidence level (National Standards for Spatial Data Accuracy). US Topo contours are derived
          from the DEMs to generally meet National Map Accuracy Standards (90% of well-defined points in reasonably level terrain test within one-half
          contour interval of the true ground elevation); however, actual vertical accuracies of individual US Topo quadrangles may not meet that
          standard. Quadrangles containing collar notes stating contours "May not meet National Map Accuracy Standards" are in areas where the source
          is known to be questionable for meeting NMAS for the stated contour interval.
      
    
     
       
				 
					 
						 U.S. Geological Survey, National Geospatial Technical Operations Center - National Elevation Dataset is a component of
							a comprehensive base geospatial data model.
						 20020401
						 Hypsography
						 Vector digital data
						 This contour featureclass was generated from the 1/3 arc-second version of the 3D Elevation Program. The intended
							viewing scale for these features is 1:24,000. The contours are derived from a filtered elevation raster to achieve
							smoother arcs. In some areas, the 3DEP data may be modified by the National Hydrography Dataset (NHD) flow lines and water
							bodies to facilitate improved integration between the hypsography and hydrography on USGS map products. These contours
							were generated primarily for use as a layer in GeoPDFs created in the digital mapping program. The raster data source of
							contours is the 3D Elevation Program 1/3 arc-second layer. Secondary datasets include the high resolution flow lines,
							water bodies, and areas from the National Hydrography Dataset (NHD). The NHD layers are used in hydro-enforcement of the
							DEM prior to contour generation. The goals of the hydro-enforcement are to prevent contour lines from extending over the
							surface of water bodies and to align the contour reentrants with the NHD single- line streams. The 3DEP raster cells are
							converted to points. Those points, along with the NHD flow lines are input into an interpolation tool to create a new
							surface. The NHD water bodies and areas are preprocessed to attach the minimum and maximum elevation to each polygon. From
							these precalculated values, an appropriate value is calculated by which to raise the elevation cells under the NHD
							polygons. The NHD polygons are then converted into rasters, which in turn will be used to generate a mosaic that includes
							the new raster surface. The mosaic is filtered to provide smoother contour lines. Contours are generated and depression
							and index contours are identified. There is no guarantee or warranty concerning the accuracy of the data. Users should be
							aware that temporal changes may have occurred since these data were collected and generated and that some parts of these
							data may no longer represent actual surface conditions. Hydro-enforcement and generalization can also significantly alter
							the spatial characteristics of the contours. Users should not use these data for critical applications without a full
							awareness of its limitations.
						 http://Hs.gov/
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							 20100201
						
					
					 publication date
				
				 Hypsography
				 Contours
			
			 
				 
					 
						 U.S. Geological Survey
						 2016
						 Land Cover - Woodland
						 Vector digital data
						 The Woodland Tint is a derivative land cover product created using several national map layers: three National Land
							Cover Database (NLCD) 2011 raster layers (Tree Canopy, Imperviousness, and Land Cover); and two vector layers (National
							Hydrography Dataset and Transportation). The process begins with masking the NLCD 2011 Tree Canopy Data cartographic with
							NLCD 2011 Imperviousness (values from 1-100), and NLCD 2011 Land Cover (value 11 = Open Water). The resulting raster data
							with canopy values of 20 and greater are converted to woodland vector polygons and smoothed via the Paek Algorithm. The
							woodland polygons are masked with buffered Transportation (Roads, Airport Runways, and Railroads) and Hydrography (NHD
							Areas excluding Inundation Area and NHD Waterbodies excluding Swamp/Marsh). The resulting polygons are checked for scale
							appropriate size (minimum size of one acre), and the small woodland polygons as well as small clearings within the
							woodland polygons are deleted. For Hawaii and Puerto Rico, two National Land Cover Database (NLCD) raster layers (Tree
							Canopy 2011 and Imperviousness 2001): and two vector layers(National Hydrography Dataset and Transportation) are used. The
							resulting raster data is carried out as before to produce the polygon vector data. For Alaska, the Woodland Tint is a
							derivative land cover product created using five national map layers: one raster layer, National Land Cover Database
							(NLCD) 2011 (Land Cover); and four vector layers (National Hydrography Dataset, Transportation Roads, Transportation
							Airports and Transportation Railroads). The process begins with combining three NLCD 2011 Land Cover V1 Classes (41 -
							Deciduous Forest, 42 - Evergreen Forest, and 43 - Mixed Forest). The resulting raster data was converted to woodland
							vector polygons, and smoothed via the Paek Algorithm. The woodland polygons are masked with buffered Transportation
							(Roads, Airport Runways, and Railroads) and Hydrography (NHD Areas excluding Inundation Areas and NHD Waterbodies
							excluding Swamp/Marsh). The resulting polygons are checked for scale appropriate size (minimum size of one acre), and the
							small woodland polygons as well as small clearings within the woodland polygons are deleted.
						 http://nationalmap.gov
						 https://www.mrlc.gov/nlcd2011.php
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				 digital data
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							 20110101
						
					
					 publication date
				
				 Land Cover - Woodland
				 National Landcover Dataset; National Hydrography Dataset; National Transportation Dataset
			
			 
				 
					 
						 U.S. Geological Survey in cooperation with U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, USDA Forest Service, and other
							Federal, State and local partners. National Hydrography Dataset is a component of a comprehensive base geospatial data
							model.
						 20100820
						 Hydrography
						 vector digital data
						 The National Hydrography Dataset (NHD) is a feature-based database that interconnects and uniquely identifies the
							stream segments or reaches that make up the nation's surface water drainage system. The high-resolution NHD was originally
							created using 1:24,000-scale data. State and Local Stewards are improving the data by incorporating local updates based on
							more current and more accurate source data. Water features in the real world are relatively dynamic and the differences at
							the time of data collection mean that water features may not register exactly to other layers. The hydrographic feature
							names contained in and displayed by the NHD are extracted and validated from the Geographic Names Information System
							(GNIS). Spatial objects may be filtered or generalized to achieve a 1:24,000-scale representation.
						 http://nhd.usgs.gov/
						 http://nhd.usgs.gov/gnis.html
						 http://nhdgeo.usgs.gov/metadata/nhd_high.htm
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				 Hydrography features and feature names
			
			 
				 
					 
						 Global Land Ice Measurements from Space initiative (GLIMS)
						 2011
						 Gaging Stations
						 vector digital data
						 This dataset, termed "GAGES II", an acronym for Geospatial Attributes of Gages for Evaluating Streamflow, version
							II, provides geospatial data and classifications for 9,322 stream gages maintained by the U.S. Geological Survey (USGS).
							It is an update to the original GAGES in 2010. The GAGES II dataset consists of gages which have had either 20+ complete
							years (not necessarily continuous) of discharge record since 1950, or are currently active, as of water year 2009, and
							whose watersheds lie within the United States, including Alaska, Hawaii, and Puerto Rico. Only active stations, as
							identified by the GAGES II dataset, are symbolized.
						 http://water.usgs.gov/lookup/getspatial?gagesII_Sept2011
						 http://water.usgs.gov/GIS/metadata/usgswrd/XML/gagesII_Sept2011.xml
					
				
				 24000
				 digital data
				 
					 
						 
							 20030707
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					 publication date
				
				 Hydrography - Gaging Stations
				 Hydrography features and gaging stations
			
			 
				 
					 
						 Federal Railroads Administration
						 2011
						 Transportation, Railroads
						 Vector digital data
						 Railroad are acquired annually from the FRA. Rail lines and sidings are converted into the National Transportation
							Dataset. The rail lines layer represents the freight lines of the nation's railroad system. The data set covers all 50
							states and the District of Columbia, as well as territories and possessions of the United States. No rail lines exist in
							American Samoa, Guam, Northern Mariana Islands, and the Virgin Islands of the US.
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				 digital data
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					 publication date
				
				 Federal Railroads Administration
				 Main track centerlines
			
			 
				 
					 
						 Various government agencies and volunteer organizations
						 2014
						 Recreational Trails
						 Vector digital data
						 The first recreational trails were added to US Topo maps in 2013. The data for trails come from a variety of
							sources. Accuracy and currency is the responsibility of the data owner; USGS evaluates the authoritativeness of the source
							but does not independently verify data accuracy. Trails are not complete, and will not be complete for the foreseeable
							future. Trails will be added as data become available from land management agencies and other authoritative sources. All
							recreational trails information presented on US Topo maps is public domain, though the original source data is not
							necessarily public domain. This metadata section documents all data sources for all maps, not this specific map. Trails
							listed here are not guaranteed to be present on all relevant maps, due to schedule differences between data delivery and
							US Topo production schedules. Feature-level metadata is not provided in the US Topo product; there is no link between a
							line on the map and the source of that specific trail. Notes on data sources follow --------- For the 11 National Scenic
							Trails (NST): Ice Age National Scenic Trail: data provided by the volunteer organization Ice Age Trail Alliance,
							http://www.iceagetrail.org, in cooperation with National Park Service and Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources. -
							Pacific Crest National Scenic Trail: unpublished data provided by US Forest Service - Appalachian National Scenic Trail:
							data published by the Appalachian Trial Conservancy, http://appalachiantrail.org/about-the-trail/mapping-gis-data, in
							cooperation with National Park Service - North Country National Scenic Trail: unpublished dataset provided by National
							Park Service - Arizona National Scenic Trail: data from AZGEO Clearinghouse, https://azgeo.az.gov/azgeo/, in cooperation
							with U.S. Forest Service - Pacific Northwest National Scenic Trail: unpublished data provided by US Forest Service -
							Natchez Trace National Scenic Trail: unpublished dataset provided by National Park Service --------- For other trail types
							and sources: US Fish and Wildlife Service lands: the USFWS Hiking Trails Inventory is administered by the US Department of
							Transportation Federal Highway Administration, and Pacific Western Technologies, LTD. The purpose of the dataset is to
							create a baseline inventory of all non-motorized trails on US Fish and Wildlife Service Stations. - US Forest Service
							lands: trails within National Forests are from unpublished data provided by USFS. These data are developed from sources of
							differing accuracy. US Topo does not portray access and travel management information indicating which trails are managed
							for or open to specific modes of travel (motorized/non-motorized) or associated seasons of use. USFS trails (other than
							selected NSTs described above) are currently shown on US Topo only in Colorado. - The International Mountain Bicycling
							Association, IMBA, shares their bicycle trails data with USGS as part of an ongoing partnership. IMBA-collected trails are
							generally not shown inside delineated Federal lands (e.g., National Forests) on US Topo maps.
						 https://www.nps.gov/subjects/nationaltrailssystem/index.htm
						 http://www.pnts.org
						 http://www.fws.gov/gis/data/national/
						 https://www.imba.com/
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					 publication date
				
				 Recreational Trails
				 Trail centerline
			
			 
				 
					 
						 U.S. Census Bureau, Geography Division
						 2014
						 Transportation, Census Roads
						 vector digital data
						 Dataset source is Census Bureau MAF/TIGER database extracts in the form of TIGER/Line Shapefiles. The TIGER/Line
							shapefiles and related database files are an extract of selected geographic and cartographic information from the U.S.
							Census Bureau's Master Address File/Topologically Integrated Geographic Encoding and Referencing (MAF/TIGER) Database
							(MTDB). The MTDB represents a seamless national file with no overlaps or gaps between parts, however, each TIGER/Line
							shapefile is designed to stand alone as an independent dataset, or they can be combined to cover the entire nation. The
							U.S. Geological Survey filters Census roads to remove short road segments which are less than 500 feet in length, are not
							named and are classified as local roads. The USGS National Transportation Dataset functional road classification system is
							applied to the Census datasets. The original TIGER/Line Shapefile products are not copyrighted however TIGER/Line and
							Census TIGER are registered trademarks of the U.S. Census Bureau. The horizontal spatial accuracy information present in
							the TIGER/Line shapefiles is provided for the purposes of statistical analysis and census operations only and the data may
							not be suitable for high-precision measurement applications. Full metadata for TIGER/Line shapefiles is available from
							U.S. Census Bureau
						 http://www.census.gov/geo/maps-data/data/tiger.html
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				 Roads - Census
				 Road centerlines, route numbers, road classification, street names
			
			 
				 
					 
						 Alaska Railroad Corporation
						 2012
						 Transportation, Railroads
						 Vector digital data
						 This record applies to Alaska data only. Railroad data is provided by the Alaska Railroad Corporation, and may not
							include other owner's rail features. Unpublished data provided directly to USGS. Current as of 2012. For more information,
							contact Alaska Railroad Corporation, 327 W. Ship Creek Ave., Anchorage, AK. 99501, phone 907-265-3100, or
							emailgrunwaldm@akrrr.com
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				 Railroads - Alaska Railroad Corporation
				 Main track centerlines
			
			 
         
           
             U.S. Census Bureau
             20140401
             State and Equivalent Boundary
             vector digital data
             The Census Bureau collects boundaries from state and county governments through the Boundary and Annexation Survey, and
              publishes the results as TIGER files. The USGS uses the TIGER data without editing or alteration.
             http://www.census.gov/geo/maps-data/data/tiger.html
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             U.S. Census Bureau
             2014
             County and Equivalent Boundary
             vector digital data
             The Census Bureau collects boundaries from state and county governments through the Boundary and Annexation Survey (BAS), and
              publishes the results as TIGER files. The USGS uses the TIGER data without editing or alteration for US Topo.
             http://www.census.gov/geo/maps-data/data/tiger.html
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             Federal land management agencies
             2018
             Points of Interest
             vector digital data
             Includes campgrounds, trailheads, visitor centers, picnic areas, Ranger stations and federal land management agency
              headquarters. Point data was provided by various federal agencies, such as NPS, US Forest Service, BLM, US FWS. This data is subject to
              change at any time.
             http://nationalmap.usgs.gov
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         Structures - various
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             State and Federal Partners, updates from USGS' The National Map Corps volunteers 
             20120101
             Fire Stations
             Vector digital data
             Any location where fire fighters are stationed or based out of, or where equipment that such personnel use in carrying out their
              jobs is stored for ready use. Fire Departments which are Mobile Units and not having a permanent location, are included, in which case
              their location has been depicted at the city/town hall or at the center of their service area if a city/town hall does not exist. This
              dataset includes those locations primarily engaged in forest or grasslands fire fighting, including fire lookout towers if the towers
              are in current use for fire protection purposes. This dataset includes both private and governmental entities. Locations that serve only
              administrative function are excluded. Locations serving both administrative and operational functions are included.
             http://nationalmap.usgs.gov
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           ground condition
        
         Structures - Fire Stations
         Geographic features and feature names
      
       
         
           
              State and Federal Partners, updates from USGS' The National Map Corps volunteers
             20150203
             Law Enforcement
             Vector digital data
             Included are locations where sworn officers of a law enforcement agency are regularly based or stationed. This dataset includes
              local police, county sheriff's offices, state police or highway patrol locations. Most federal law enforcement agency locations are not
              included.
             http://nationalmap.usgs.gov
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           ground condition
        
         Structures - Law Enforcement
          Geographic features and feature names
      
       
         
           
             State and Federal Partners, updates from USGS' The National Map Corps volunteers 
             20080101
             Schools
             Vector digital data
             The schools within this dataset are composed of Public elementary and secondary education in the US as defined and tracked by
              the National Center for Education Statistics (NCES), Common Core Dataset (CCD). Private schools in this dataset are composed of Private
              elementary and secondary education in the US as defined by the Private School Survey, NCES. The colleges and Universities are composed
              of postsecondary education facilities as defined by the Integrated Post Secondary Education System (IPEDS), NCES. Included are Doctoral
              and Research Universities, Masters Colleges and Universities, Baccalaureate Colleges, Associates Colleges, Theological seminaries,
              Medical schools and other health care professions, schools of engineering and technology, business and management, art, music, design,
              Law schools, Teachers colleges, Tribal colleges and other specialized institutions. Changes to base school data may occur through the
              USGS’ The National Map Corps Volunteer Geographic Information project.
             http://nationalmap.usgs.gov
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         Structures - Schools
         Geographic features and feature names
      
       
         
           
             State and Federal Partners, updates from USGS' The National Map Corps volunteers 
             20110101
             Hospitals
             Vector digital data
             Includes general medical and surgical hospitals, psychiatric, substance abuse and specialty hospitals such as Children's
              hospitals, cancer, maternity and rehabilitation hospitals. Other types of hospitals are included if represented in data sets provided by
              various partners for this compilation. Hospitals operated by the US Department of Veterans Affairs are included. Nursing homes, long
              term care facilities and Urgent Care facilities are generally excluded. Locations that are administrative offices only are excluded from
              the dataset.
             http://nationalmap.usgs.gov
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         Structures - Hospitals
         Geographic features and feature names
      
       
         
           
             For the conterminous 48 states - National Agriculture Image Program (NAIP) administered by the Aerial Photography Field Office
              (APFO) for the United States Department of Agriculture.
             Publication Date
             Orthoimagery - CONUS
             Raster digital data or Digital Orthorectified Image or NAIP Digital Ortho Photo Image or Raster digital data or Digital
              Orthorectified Image
             An orthorectified image is a layer in every product and is provided by the USDA-FSA-APFO from the National Agriculture Image
              Program (NAIP) in the conterminous US. This offers the USGS a consistent image product for the conterminous 48 states, normally with a
              one meter resolution in natural color, though resolution varies by collection date, and higher-res source data may be downsampled to 1
              or 1.5 meter resolution for US Topo maps. The NAIP image in this product is public domain with no reuse constraints.
             https://www.fsa.usda.gov/programs-and-services/aerial-photography/imagery-programs/naip-imagery/
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             U.S. Geological Survey
             Publication Date
             Cemeteries
             Vector digital data
             The Geographic Names Information System (GNIS) is the Federal and national standard for geographic nomenclature. The U.S.
              Geological Survey developed the GNIS in support of the U.S. Board on Geographic Names as the official repository of domestic geographic
              names data, the official vehicle for geographic names use by all departments of the Federal Government, and the source for applying
              geographic names to Federal electronic and printed products. Cemeteries are one feature from the GNIS data base. Cemetery data are
              currently maintained in part with crowdsourcing methods by the USGS National Map Corps project
             https://nationalmap.gov/TheNationalMapCorps/
             http://geonames.usgs.gov/
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         Structures - Cemeteries
         Geographic features and feature names
      
       
         
           
             U.S. Geological Survey
             Publication Date
             Post Offices
             Vector digital data
             The Geographic Names Information System (GNIS) is the Federal and national standard for geographic nomenclature. The U.S.
              Geological Survey developed the GNIS in support of the U.S. Board on Geographic Names as the official repository of domestic geographic
              names data, the official vehicle for geographic names use by all departments of the Federal Government, and the source for applying
              geographic names to Federal electronic and printed products. Post Offices are one feature from the GNIS data base. Post office data are
              currently maintained in part with crowdsourcing methods by the USGS National Map Corps project, especially for establishing correct
              geographic positions.
             https://nationalmap.gov/TheNationalMapCorps/
             http://geonames.usgs.gov/
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         Structures - Post Offices
         Geographic features and feature names
      
       
         
           
             U.S. Geological Survey
             Publication Date
             Geographic Names Information System (GNIS)
             Vector digital data
             The Geographic Names Information System (GNIS) is the Federal and national standard for geographic nomenclature. The U.S.
              Geological Survey developed the GNIS in support of the U.S. Board on Geographic Names as the official repository of domestic geographic
              names data, the official vehicle for geographic names use by all departments of the Federal Government, and the source for applying
              geographic names to Federal electronic and printed products.
             http://geonames.usgs.gov/
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         Geographic Names
         Geographic feature names
      
       
         
           
             U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
             Publication Date
             Wetlands - Emergent and Forest/Shrub
             vector digital data
             This data set represents the extent, approximate location and type of wetlands and deepwater habitats in the United States and
              its Territories. While the Fish and Wildlife Service produces a variety of wetland categories, only two (Emergent and Forest/Shrub
              wetlands as defined by Cowardin et al. (1979)) are included on US Topo Maps.The emergent wetlands depicted do not include lakes, rivers,
              open water ponds, deepwater marine and estuarine features or non-vegetated, farmed, intermittent and temporarily flooded wetlands. The
              goal is to provide a visual depiction of the approximate location and extent of Emergent and Forest/Shrub wetlands. Digital wetlands
              data are intended for use with base maps and digital aerial photography at a scale of 1:12,000 or smaller. Due to the scale, the primary
              intended use is for data display on the US Topo Maps. This data display is not intended for analysis. The map products were neither
              designed or intended to represent legal or regulatory products. Questions or comments regarding the interpretation or classification of
              wetlands can be addressed by visiting http://www.fws.gov/wetlands/FAQs.html These data were developed in conjunction with the
              publication Cowardin, L.M., V. Carter, F.C. Golet, and E.T. LaRoe. 1979. Classification of Wetlands and Deepwater Habitats of the United
              States. U.S. Department of the Interior, Fish and Wildlife Service, Washington, DC. FWS/OBS-79/31. For more information on the wetland
              classification codes visit http://www.fws.gov/wetlands/Data/Wetland-Codes.html. Note that coastline delineations were drawn to follow
              the extent of wetland features as described by this project and may not match the coastline shown in other base maps.
             http://www.fws.gov/wetlands/
             http://www.fws.gov/wetlands/FAQs.html
             http://www.fws.gov/wetlands/Data/Wetland-Codes.html
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             U.S. Geological Survey
             Publication Date
             Shaded Relief
             raster digital data
             The Shaded relief is a derivative elevation product created from the USGS 3D Elevation Program (3DEP) 1/3 arc-second DEM data.
              First there are five separate shaded relief datasets created from the original data. Each shaded relief has different azimuths and
              altitude values as follows: 00 450, 1350 600, 2700 450, 3150 450, 450 450. These five datasets are then combined into one feature class
              using map algebra to compute the raster layers using the following equation shadedrelief1 + shadedrelief2 + shadedrelief3 +
              (shadedrelief4 x 2) + shaded relief5 \ 6. This equation gives double importance to the 3150 azimuth and 450 elevation.
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             U.S. Geological Survey
             Publication Date
             Grids and Coordinate System
             Geographic Coordinate, U.S. National Grid, and UTM grid values are displayed along the map projection. For Standards and Specifications on USNG visit https://www.fgdc.gov/standards/projects/FGDC-standards-projects/usng/fgdc_std_011_2001_usng.pdf
          
        
         24000
         raster data
         
           
             
               Publication Date
               Publication Date
            
          
           publication date
        
         Grids and Coordinate Systems
         U.S. National Grid, UTM grid.
      
       
         Grids and coordinate system annotation are computed for US Topo maps with Esri ArcGIS software.
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What is a US Topo map?


A US Topo map is a digital topographic map that covers 7.5-minutes of longitude by 7.5-minutes of latitude and is produced at a scale of 
1:24,000. US Topo maps are freely distributable and are available for download on the Web from the USGS Store 
(https://store.usgs.gov) in Portable Document Format (PDF) with geospatial extensions. PDF maps can be viewed and printed with any 
conforming PDF software. Versions 9.x and later of Adobe® Reader® and Acrobat® software provide access to the geospatial function-
ality of the US Topo map. Adobe Reader is available for free at http://get.adobe.com/reader. More information about US Topo maps and 
their use is available at https://nationalmap.gov/ustopo.


The base data layer of a US Topo map is a recent orthographic aerial photograph. These orthoimages have been corrected to remove 
scale distortions that result from the varying terrain and deviations of the aircraft’s position from the true vertical. The maps include 
contours that show the shape of the Earth’s surface, hydrographic features such as lakes and rivers, roads, boundaries, and geograph-
ic names. Additional data from the geographic data themes of transportation, names, elevation, hydrography, boundaries, structures 
(such as fire stations) and land cover (such as woodland tint) is being added to the maps as they are updated, resulting in a product 
that will become progressively more robust over time. Feature data is incorporated from national Geographic Information System (GIS) 
databases under the stewardship of USGS data programs. The US Topo map is intended for conventional map users, not for advanced 
GIS analysis. However, most of the data sources used are in the public domain and may be downloaded for free from The National Map 
(TNM) (https://nationalmap.gov).


US Topo maps are revised on a three-year production cycle.


Symbols on US Topo Maps


The underlying orthoimage for each US Topo map shows those features on the Earth’s surface that are visible to the eye. Because each 
map is made at a scale of 1:24,000 (one inch on the map represents 24,000 inches or 2,000 feet  on the ground), selected features are also 
shown and emphasized by symbols, geographic names, and highway route numbers.


Map features may be represented as points, lines, or polygons. They incorporate different colors and patterns to distinguish between 
feature types and to show each feature’s importance. For example, a perennial stream is symbolized by a solid blue line while an 
intermittent stream is shown by a blue dashed and dotted line. A large reservoir is depicted by a polygon while a small reservoir may be 
shown by a point symbol if it is too small to show as a polygon.


Point symbols of different shapes and sizes depict features such as structures, dams, gates, rocks, waterfalls, and wells. Linear map 
symbols (lines) show such features as roads, rivers, boundaries, and contours. Color is used to show the class of information: topo-
graphic contours in brown, streams and rivers and other hydrographic features in blue, and roads in black and red. Areal features are 
outlined to depict the areal extent and may also be emphasized by a color tint. Names and labels are shown in different type fonts, 
sizes, and colors.


The unique feature of a topographic map is the contour. These lines do not exist on the Earth’s surface. They join points of equal eleva-
tion above a zero level surface (such as Mean Sea Level) and therefore show heights of the land and reveal the shape of the land 
surface. Heavier brown lines are index contours and are labeled with the elevation they represent. Closely spaced contours indicate a 
steep land slope; widely spaced contours show more level ground. The elevation difference between adjacent contours is the contour 
interval. A map of a relatively flat area may have a contour interval of 10 feet. In steep areas an interval of 100 feet or more may be 
used to avoid coalescence or convergence of the contour lines. The contour interval is always noted below the bar scale in the map 
marginalia.


The cartographic representation of roads has been updated from a characterization based on organizational maintenance (Interstates, 
US routes, State routes, etc.) to a functional classification defined as follows:


• Expressway1: A controlled access, divided arterial highway for through traffic.
• Secondary Highway1: Hard surface highways including secondary State routes, primary county routes, and other highways 


that connect principal cities and towns, and link these places with the primary highway system.
• Local Connector1: Hard surface roads not included in a higher class and improved, loose surface roads passable in all kinds 


of weather. These roads are adjuncts to the primary and secondary highway system and represent major arteries through 
populated places.


• Local Road1: Roads used primarily for local traffic.
• Four Wheel Drive Road1: Unimproved roads passable only with four wheel drive vehicles.


1 Federal Highway Administration Planning Glossary - http://www.fhwa.dot.gov/planning/glossary/glossary_listing.cfm 30NOV2018ver7.3
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HYDROGRAPHY – continued
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