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TEXAS COMMISSION ON ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY

SUMMARY OF APPLICATION IN PLAIN 
LANGUAGE FOR TPDES OR TLAP PERMIT 

APPLICATIONS 

Summary of Application (in plain language) Template and 
Instructions for Texas Pollutant Discharge Elimination System 
(TPDES) and Texas Land Application (TLAP) Permit 
Applications 

Applicants should use this template to develop a plain language summary of your facility and 
application as required by Title 30, Texas Administrative Code (30 TAC), Chapter 39, 
Subchapter H. You may modify the template as necessary to accurately describe your facility 
as long as the summary includes the following information: (1) the function of the proposed 
plant or facility; (2) the expected output of the proposed plant or facility; (3) the expected 
pollutants that may be emitted or discharged by the proposed plant or facility; and (4) how 
you will control those pollutants, so that the proposed plant will not have an adverse impact 
on human health or the environment. 

Fill in the highlighted areas below to describe your facility and application in plain language. 
Instructions and examples are provided below. Make any other edits necessary to improve 
readability or grammar and to comply with the rule requirements. After filling in the 
information for your facility delete these instructions.   

If you are subject to the alternative language notice requirements in 30 TAC Section 39.426, 
you must provide a translated copy of the completed plain language summary in the 
appropriate alternative language as part of your application package. For your convenience, 
a Spanish template has been provided below. 

ENGLISH TEMPLATE FOR TPDES or TLAP NEW/RENEWAL/AMENDMENT APPLICATIONS 
Enter INDUSTRIAL  or DOMESTIC  here WASTEWATER/STORMWATER 
The following summary is provided for this pending water quality permit application being 
reviewed by the Texas Commission on Environmental Quality as required by 30 TAC Chapter 
39. The information provided in this summary may change during the technical review of the
application and is not a federal enforceable representation of the permit application.

Texas Department of Transportation (CN600803456) operates Bell County Safety Rest Area 
Wastewater Treatment Facility (RN104760582), a wastewater treatment facility designed to 
process human waste from a public rest area includes two septic tanks, two lift stations, one 
aeration tank, a clarifier, a chlorinator, a chlorine contact chamber, and four 
evaporation ponds with a necessary discharge provision. The facility is located at 
17871 Interstate Highway 35 northbound lane Salado, Bell County, Texas 76571. This 
application seeks a renewal of the Texas Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (TPDES) 
for the TxDOT Bell Safety Rest Area Wastewater Treatment Facility, under Permit No. 
WQ0014647001 (EPA I.D. No. TX0139718). The facility is permitted to discharge treated 
wastewater at a maximum daily average flow of 22,500 gallons as needed, and it also includes 
provisions for treating effluent through evaporation.  
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Discharges from the facility are expected to contain five-day carbonaceous biochemical oxygen 
demand (cBOD5), total suspended solids (TSS), ammonia nitrogen, and Escherichia coli. The 
wastewater primarily consists of human solids, and urine are treated by two septic tanks and 
an aerobic tank are part of the wastewater treatment train. The aerobic tank receives influent 
from the septic tanks located at both the southbound and northbound rest areas through lift
stations. Gravity then directs the influent to the chlorine contact chamber, which discharges it 
into four series-connected evaporative ponds. A 4-inch pipe discharges the treated effluent 
from the wastewater treatment plant (WWTP) to adjacent ponds. A metered pipe releases the 
treated effluent from the final evaporative pond into a natural drainage ditch as needed. From 
that ditch, the effluent flows into an unnamed tributary of Salado Creek and subsequently into 
Salado Creek in Segment No. 1243 of Brazos River Basin. 



 

 

TEXAS COMMISSION ON ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY 

 

NOTICE OF RECEIPT OF APPLICATION AND 
INTENT TO OBTAIN WATER QUALITY PERMIT 

RENEWAL 

PERMIT NO. WQ0014647001 

APPLICATION. Texas Department of Transporation, 6230 East Stassney Lane, Austin, Texas 
78744, has applied to the Texas Commission on Environmental Quality (TCEQ) to renew 
Texas Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (TPDES) Permit No. WQ0014647001 (EPA I.D. 
No. TX0139718) to authorize the discharge of treated wastewater at a volume not to exceed a 
daily average flow of 22,500 gallons per day with provisions to dispose of treated effluent via 
evaporation. The domestic wastewater treatment facility is located at 17871 North Interstate 
Highway 35, near the city of Salado, in Bell County, Texas 76571. The discharge route is from 
the plant site to a natural drainage ditch, thence to an unnamed tributary of Salado Creek, 
thence to Salado Creek. TCEQ received this application on July 10, 2025. The permit 
application will be available for viewing and copying at Texas Department of Transporation 
Belton Area Engineer and Maintenance Facility, Front Entrance Reception Desk, 410 West Loop 
121, Belton, in Bell County, Texas prior to the date this notice is published in the newspaper. 
The application, including any updates, and associated notices are available electronically at 
the following webpage: https://www.tceq.texas.gov/permitting/wastewater/pending-
permits/tpdes-applications. This link to an electronic map of the site or facility's general 
location is provided as a public courtesy and not part of the application or notice. For the 
exact location, refer to the application. 
https://gisweb.tceq.texas.gov/LocationMapper/?marker=-97.559444,30.900833&level=18 

ADDITIONAL NOTICE. TCEQ’s Executive Director has determined the application is 
administratively complete and will conduct a technical review of the application. After 
technical review of the application is complete, the Executive Director may prepare a draft 
permit and will issue a preliminary decision on the application. Notice of the Application 
and Preliminary Decision will be published and mailed to those who are on the county-
wide mailing list and to those who are on the mailing list for this application. That notice 
will contain the deadline for submitting public comments. 

PUBLIC COMMENT / PUBLIC MEETING. You may submit public comments or request a 
public meeting on this application. The purpose of a public meeting is to provide the 
opportunity to submit comments or to ask questions about the application. TCEQ will hold a 
public meeting if the Executive Director determines that there is a significant degree of public 
interest in the application or if requested by a local legislator. A public meeting is not a 
contested case hearing. 



 

OPPORTUNITY FOR A CONTESTED CASE HEARING. After the deadline for submitting 
public comments, the Executive Director will consider all timely comments and prepare a 
response to all relevant and material, or significant public comments. Unless the application 
is directly referred for a contested case hearing, the response to comments, and the 
Executive Director’s decision on the application, will be mailed to everyone who 
submitted public comments and to those persons who are on the mailing list for this 
application. If comments are received, the mailing will also provide instructions for 
requesting reconsideration of the Executive Director’s decision and for requesting a 
contested case hearing. A contested case hearing is a legal proceeding similar to a civil trial 
in state district court.  

TO REQUEST A CONTESTED CASE HEARING, YOU MUST INCLUDE THE FOLLOWING ITEMS 
IN YOUR REQUEST: your name, address, phone number; applicant's name and proposed 
permit number; the location and distance of your property/activities relative to the 
proposed facility; a specific description of how you would be adversely affected by the 
facility in a way not common to the general public; a list of all disputed issues of fact that 
you submit during the comment period and, the statement "[I/we] request a contested 
case hearing." If the request for contested case hearing is filed on behalf of a group or 
association, the request must designate the group’s representative for receiving future 
correspondence; identify by name and physical address an individual member of the 
group who would be adversely affected by the proposed facility or activity; provide the 
information discussed above regarding the affected member’s location and distance from 
the facility or activity; explain how and why the member would be affected; and explain 
how the interests the group seeks to protect are relevant to the group’s purpose. 

Following the close of all applicable comment and request periods, the Executive Director will 
forward the application and any requests for reconsideration or for a contested case hearing 
to the TCEQ Commissioners for their consideration at a scheduled Commission meeting. 

The Commission may only grant a request for a contested case hearing on issues the 
requestor submitted in their timely comments that were not subsequently withdrawn. If a 
hearing is granted, the subject of a hearing will be limited to disputed issues of fact or 
mixed questions of fact and law relating to relevant and material water quality concerns 
submitted during the comment period.  

TCEQ may act on an application to renew a permit for discharge of wastewater without 
providing an opportunity for a contested case hearing if certain criteria are met. 

MAILING LIST. If you submit public comments, a request for a contested case hearing or a 
reconsideration of the Executive Director’s decision, you will be added to the mailing list for 
this specific application to receive future public notices mailed by the Office of the Chief 
Clerk. In addition, you may request to be placed on: (1) the permanent mailing list for a 
specific applicant name and permit number; and/or (2) the mailing list for a specific county. 
If you wish to be placed on the permanent and/or the county mailing list, clearly specify 
which list(s) and send your request to TCEQ Office of the Chief Clerk at the address below. 

INFORMATION AVAILABLE ONLINE. For details about the status of the application, visit the 
Commissioners’ Integrated Database at www.tceq.texas.gov/goto/cid. Search the database 
using the permit number for this application, which is provided at the top of this notice. 



 

AGENCY CONTACTS AND INFORMATION. All public comments and requests must be 
submitted either electronically at https://www14.tceq.texas.gov/epic/eComment/, or in 
writing to the Texas Commission on Environmental Quality, Office of the Chief Clerk, MC-105, 
P.O. Box 13087, Austin, Texas 78711-3087. Please be aware that any contact information you 
provide, including your name, phone number, email address and physical address will 
become part of the agency’s public record. For more information about this permit 
application or the permitting process, please call the TCEQ Public Education Program, Toll 
Free, at 1-800-687-4040 or visit their website at www.tceq.texas.gov/goto/pep. Si desea 
información en Español, puede llamar al 1-800-687-4040. 

Further information may also be obtained from Texas Department of Transporation at the 
address stated above or by calling Mr. Md Borhan, Ph.D., Environmental Specialist, at 737-270-
2822. 

Issuance Date: August 6, 2025 
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Rainee Trevino

From: Md Borhan <Md.Borhan@txdot.gov>
Sent: Tuesday, July 29, 2025 11:03 AM
To: Rainee Trevino
Cc: Justin Obinna
Subject: RE: Application to Renew Permit No. WQ0014647001- Notice of Deficiency Letter
Attachments: NOD Response WQ 0014647001.pdf

Good morning, Ms. Rainee Trevino.  
 
Please find aƩached TxDOT’s itemized responses to the NoƟce of Deficiency leƩer dated July 18, 2025. 
 
Please feel free to contact me if you have any quesƟons or require further informaƟon. 
 
Sincerely 
 
Borhan 
 
 

From: Rainee Trevino <Rainee.Trevino@tceq.texas.gov>  
Sent: Friday, July 18, 2025 3:39 PM 
To: Md Borhan <Md.Borhan@txdot.gov> 
Cc: Justin Obinna <Justin.Obinna@txdot.gov> 
Subject: Application to Renew Permit No. WQ0014647001- Notice of Deficiency Letter 
 

This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and 
know the content is safe. 

Dear Mr. Borhan, 
 
The attached Notice of Deficiency letter sent on July 18, 2025, requests additional information needed to 
declare the application administratively complete. Please send the complete response to my attention by August 
1, 2025.  
 
Thank you,   
 
Rainee Trevino 
Water Quality Division | ARP Team 
Texas Commission on Environmental Quality 
512-239-4324  

 
 



6230 E. STASSNEY LANE, AUSTIN, TX 78744 

 

 

 

OUR VALUES:  People • Accountability • Trust • Honesty 

OUR MISSION:  Connecting You With Texas 

An Equal Opportunity Employer 

 
 

Date: July 29, 2025 

 

Ms. Rainee Trevino 

Application Review and Processing Team (MC148)  

Water Quality Division 

Texas Commission on Environmental Quality 

 

RE:  Application to Renew Permit No.: WQ0014647001 (EPA I.D. No. TX0139718) 

Applicant Name: Texas Department of Transportation (CN600803456) 

Site Name: Bell County Safety Rest Area Wastewater Treatment Facility (RN104760582) 

Type of Application: Renewal 

 

VIA EMAIL 

 

Dear Ms. Trevino: 

 

Please find below the itemized responses to NOD dated July 18, 2025. 

 

1. Core Data Form, Section III, Item 23 and 25: 

The address of the facility in the current permit states it is located at 17871 South Interstate 

Highway 35 Salado, Texas 76571. The Core Data Form submitted states it is northbound on 

Interstate Highway 35. When verifying the address, the verification shows the facility to be 

Southbound on Interstate Highway 35. Please clarify which address is correct and resubmit the 

Core Data Form with any corrections. In addition, the description to the physical location is not 

required if there is an address. 

Response: 

TxDOT has never operated a wastewater treatment facility on the southbound side of IH-35. The 

Bell County Safety Rest Area Wastewater Treatment Facility has always been located on the 

northbound side of IH-35, as verifiable through Google Maps. Therefore, the address provided 

on the Core Data Form is accurate and requires no change. 

 

 

2. Plain Language Summary: 

The summary submission includes an address and a description to the physical location. The 

description is only required if an address for the facility is not available. Since there is an address, 

please resubmit the summary to only include the address. 

https://www.google.com/maps/place/Bell+County+Northbound+Safety+Rest+Area/@30.9052091,-97.5589415,2028m/data=!3m1!1e3!4m6!3m5!1s0x86453b07bc2eb865:0xd8724dadd268924a!8m2!3d30.9017348!4d-97.5595536!16s%2Fg%2F11g_5kx4n?authuser=0&entry=ttu&g_ep=EgoyMDI1MDcyMy4wIKXMDSoASAFQAw%3D%3D


Rainee Trevino 2 07/28/2025 

 

OUR VALUES:  People • Accountability • Trust • Honesty 

OUR MISSION:  Connecting You With Texas 

An Equal Opportunity Employer 

 
 
 

Response:   

The description of the physical location has been removed. The revised Plain Language Summary 
now reads: 

“The facility is located at 17871 Interstate Highway 35 northbound lane, Salado, Bell County, 
Texas 76571.” 

The updated summary is attached for your review. 

 

3. The following is a portion of the NORI which contains information relevant to your application. 

Please read it carefully and indicate if it contains any errors or omissions. The complete notice will 

be sent to you once the application is declared administratively complete. 

Response:  

I have reviewed the draft and concur with the information, with one correction: replacing 

“17871 South Interstate” with “17871 North Interstate.” 

Please let me know if further clarification or documentation is needed.  

TxDOT sincerely appreciates the TCEQ’s support, collaboration, and attention to detail 

throughout this process. 

Sincerely, 

 

Md Saidul Borhan, Ph.D. 

Environmental Specialist 

Maintenance Division, TxDOT 

6230 East Stassney Lane 

Austin, TX 78744 

Tel: 737-270-2822 

Email: md.borhan@txdot.gov  

 

cc:  Mr. Brent Johnson, P.E., Roadside Facilities Section Director, TxDOT MNT. 

Mr. Justin Obinna, P.E.,  TxDOT Safety Rest Area Maintenance Team Lead.  

  

mailto:md.borhan@txdot.gov
kamrul.islam
Snapshot
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TEXAS COMMISSION ON ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY 

SUMMARY OF APPLICATION IN PLAIN 

LANGUAGE FOR TPDES OR TLAP PERMIT 

APPLICATIONS 

Summary of Application (in plain language) Template and 
Instructions for Texas Pollutant Discharge Elimination System 
(TPDES) and Texas Land Application (TLAP) Permit 
Applications 

Applicants should use this template to develop a plain language summary of your facility and 
application as required by Title 30, Texas Administrative Code (30 TAC), Chapter 39, 
Subchapter H. You may modify the template as necessary to accurately describe your facility 
as long as the summary includes the following information: (1) the function of the proposed 
plant or facility; (2) the expected output of the proposed plant or facility; (3) the expected 
pollutants that may be emitted or discharged by the proposed plant or facility; and (4) how 
you will control those pollutants, so that the proposed plant will not have an adverse impact 
on human health or the environment. 

Fill in the highlighted areas below to describe your facility and application in plain language. 
Instructions and examples are provided below. Make any other edits necessary to improve 
readability or grammar and to comply with the rule requirements. After filling in the 
information for your facility delete these instructions.   

If you are subject to the alternative language notice requirements in 30 TAC Section 39.426, 
you must provide a translated copy of the completed plain language summary in the 
appropriate alternative language as part of your application package. For your convenience, 
a Spanish template has been provided below. 

ENGLISH TEMPLATE FOR TPDES or TLAP NEW/RENEWAL/AMENDMENT APPLICATIONS 
Enter ‘INDUSTRIAL’ or ‘DOMESTIC’ here WASTEWATER/STORMWATER 
The following summary is provided for this pending water quality permit application being 
reviewed by the Texas Commission on Environmental Quality as required by 30 TAC Chapter 
39. The information provided in this summary may change during the technical review of the 
application and is not a federal enforceable representation of the permit application.

Texas Department of Transportation (CN600803456) operates Bell County Safety Rest Area 
Wastewater Treatment Facility (RN104760582), a wastewater treatment facility designed to 
process human waste from a public rest area includes two septic tanks, two lift stations, one 
aeration tank, a clarifier, a chlorinator, a chlorine contact chamber, and four 
evaporation ponds with a necessary discharge provision. The facility is located at 
17871 Interstate Highway 35 northbound lane, Salado, Bell County, Texas 76571. This 
application seeks a renewal of the Texas Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (TPDES) 
for the TxDOT Bell Safety Rest Area Wastewater Treatment Facility, under Permit No. 
WQ0014647001 (EPA I.D. No. TX0139718). The facility is permitted to discharge treated 
wastewater at a maximum daily average flow of 22,500 gallons as needed, and it also includes 
provisions for treating effluent through evaporation.  

Attachment-II
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Discharges from the facility are expected to contain five-day carbonaceous biochemical oxygen 
demand (cBOD5), total suspended solids (TSS), ammonia nitrogen, and Escherichia coli. The 
wastewater primarily consists of human solids, and urine are treated by two septic tanks and 
an aerobic tank are part of the wastewater treatment train. The aerobic tank receives influent 
from the septic tanks located at both the southbound and northbound rest areas through lift  
stations. Gravity then directs the influent to the chlorine contact chamber, which discharges it 
into four series-connected evaporative ponds. A 4-inch pipe discharges the treated effluent 
from the wastewater treatment plant (WWTP) to adjacent ponds. A metered pipe releases the 
treated effluent from the final evaporative pond into a natural drainage ditch as needed. From 
that ditch, the effluent flows into an unnamed tributary of Salado Creek and subsequently into 
Salado Creek in Segment No. 1243 of Brazos River Basin. 
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Rainee Trevino

From: Md Borhan <Md.Borhan@txdot.gov>
Sent: Wednesday, July 30, 2025 2:52 PM
To: Rainee Trevino
Subject: RE: Application to Renew Permit No. WQ0014647001- Notice of Deficiency Letter
Attachments: 10400 Core Data Form.pdf

Good afternoon, Ms. Rainee Trevino.  
 
As per your instructions, I have attached the revised page 2 (2/3) of the Core Data Form for your review. 
 
Please feel free to reach out if you have any questions or need further information. 
 
Best regards, 
 
Borhan 
 

 
Md Saidul Borhan, PhD. 
Environmental Specialist  
Texas Department of Transportation  
Maintenance Division, TxDOT 
6230 E. Stassney Lane, AusƟn, TX 78744 
Tel: 737-270-2822 
Email: Md.Borhan@txdot.gov 
 
 
 

From: Rainee Trevino <Rainee.Trevino@tceq.texas.gov>  
Sent: Wednesday, July 30, 2025 2:22 PM 
To: Md Borhan <Md.Borhan@txdot.gov> 
Subject: RE: Application to Renew Permit No. WQ0014647001- Notice of Deficiency Letter 
 

This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and 
know the content is safe. 

Received.  
 
Please resubmit the Core Data Form without the physical location description. The description is only needed 
for sites without an address.  
 
Regards, 
Rainee Trevino 
 



TCEQ-10400 (11/22) Page 2 of 3

(  737  ) 270-2822 (    )  - 

SECTION III: Regulated Entity Information 

21. General Regulated Entity Information (If ‘New Regulated Entity” is selected, a new permit application is also required.) 

 New Regulated Entity       Update to Regulated Entity Name       Update to Regulated Entity Information 

The Regulated Entity Name submitted may be updated, in order to meet TCEQ Core Data Standards (removal of organizational endings such 

as Inc, LP, or LLC). 

22. Regulated Entity Name (Enter name of the site where the regulated action is taking place.) 

Bell County Safety Rest Area Wastewater Treatment Facility 

23. Street Address of

the Regulated Entity:

(No PO Boxes) 

17871 IH-35 Northbound 

City Salado State TX ZIP 76571 ZIP + 4 

24. County Bell 

If no Street Address is provided, fields 25-28 are required. 

25. Description to 

Physical Location: 

26. Nearest City  State Nearest ZIP Code 

Salado TX 76571 

Latitude/Longitude are required and may be added/updated to meet TCEQ Core Data Standards. (Geocoding of the Physical Address may be 

used to supply coordinates where none have been provided or to gain accuracy).  

27. Latitude (N) In Decimal: 30.900833 28. Longitude (W) In Decimal: -97.559444 

Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds 

29. Primary SIC Code

(4 digits) 

30. Secondary SIC Code

(4 digits) 

31. Primary NAICS Code
 (5 or 6 digits)

32. Secondary NAICS Code

(5 or 6 digits) 

4952 22132 

33. What is the Primary Business of this entity?    (Do not repeat the SIC or NAICS description.)

Provide travelers with restroom facili.  

34. Mailing

Address: 

Bell County Safety Rest Area 

6230 E. Stassney Lane 

City Austin State TX ZIP 78744 ZIP + 4 

35. E-Mail Address: md.borhan@txdot.gov 

36. Telephone Number 37. Extension or Code 38. Fax Number (if applicable)

( 737 ) 270-2822 (   )  - 

39. TCEQ Programs and ID Numbers Check all Programs and write in the permits/registration numbers that will be affected by the updates submitted on this 

form. See the Core Data Form instructions for additional guidance.
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