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The statements contained in this presentation are my current views and opinions and are not intended to reflect the positions of, or information 
from, the Texas Water Development Board, nor is it an indication of any official policy position of the Board.

Overview of the TWDB Role in the Senate Bill 3 
(2007) Process for Environmental Flows



Ensuring a 
secure water 

future for 
Texas

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The mission of the Texas Water Development Board (TWDB) is to lead the state's efforts in ensuring a secure water future for Texas and its citizens.Our three main responsibilities include: collecting and disseminating water-related data; assisting with regional water supply planning and regional flood planning that contributes to preparing the state water plan and state flood plan; and administering cost-effective financial programs for constructing water supply, wastewater treatment, flood control, and agricultural water conservation projects. 
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• Provide input for TCEQ's biennial report on TWDB activities/recommendations 
for the statewide workplan: Texas Water Code Section 11.1471(g)(2).

• Provide technical assistance to the BBEST: Texas Water Code Section 
11.02362(k).

• Provide technical assistance to the Science Advisory Committee when 
requested: Texas Water Code Section 11.02361(f).

• Provide funding for environmental flow studies that support agency strategies: 
General Appropriations Act and Texas Water Code Section 15.4063.

Assistance to the SB3 Process

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The TWDB is directed to support the SB3 process in four main ways:Provide input for TCEQ's biennial report: Texas Water Code Section 11.1471(g)(2) activities related to environmental flow standards; andrecommendations for the EFAG’s statewide work planProvide technical assistance to the BBEST: Texas Water Code Section 11.02362(k)    information about the studies conducted under Sections 16.058 and 16.059, may serve as nonvoting members of the basin and bay expert science team to facilitate the development of environmental flow regime recommendations. Provide technical assistance to the Science Committee when requested: Texas Water Code Section 11.02361(f) Provide funding for environmental flow studies that support agency strategies (more details next slide).



Funding for Environmental Flow Studies
• Strategy A.1.1 Environmental Impact Information, including to collect, 

analyze, and facilitate access to data and information to support a sound 
ecological environment in streams, rivers, bays, and estuaries.

• Strategy A.1.2 Water Resources Data, including to collect, analyze, and 
facilitate access to data and information in support of planning, 
conservation, and responsible development of surface water and 
groundwater and to determine the quantity and quality of water 
available and environmental flow needs.
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
For the benefit of the SB3 process, the TWDB is able to fund studies and data collection to:Understand what is and what maintains a sound ecological environment in our streams, rivers, bays, and estuaries (this corresponds to agency Strategy A.1.1 Environmental Impact Information)Support planning, conservation, and the responsible development of surface water and groundwater To determine the quantity and quality of water available and environmental flow needs (Strategy A.1.2 Water Resources Data) Together these strategies allow the TWDB to plan and guide the conservation and management of the state’s water resources. In Fall 2023, TWDB posted a solicitation of project ideas over a range of water resource subjects and received 43 submissions that are currently still undergoing review & approval. The next step will be to develop scopes of work and contracts.  NOTE: TWDB is always open to receiving project ideas anytime because additional funding could become available in the future.  The TWDB does not currently have funds appropriated to support BBEST travel and activities, which was possible during the development of the standards.
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Contact Information

Carla G. Guthrie, Ph.D., Surface Water Director
carla.guthrie@twdb.texas.gov

https://www.twdb.texas.gov/surfacewater/index.asp

mailto:carla.guthrie@twdb.texas.gov
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