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August 15, 2024

The President 
United States of America 

The Honorable Sarah Huckabee Sanders, Governor 
State of Arkansas 

The Honorable Jeff Landry, Governor 
State of Louisiana 

The Honorable J. Keven Stitt, Governor 
State of Oklahoma 

The Honorable Greg Abbott, Governor 
State of Texas 

Dear Mr. President and Governors: 

The Red River Compact is an interstate agreement entered into by the States of Arkansas, Louisiana, Oklahoma, 
and Texas, with the consent of Congress, dealing with the water resources of the Red River Basin. 

Pursuant to Section 10.02 paragraphs (d) and (e) of the Red River Compact and as directed by the Red River 
Compact Commission (RRCC), the interstate body overseeing the Compact, the Compact at its thirty-ninth annual 
meeting submitted the report of the RRCC, together with an account of all funds received and expended in the 
conduct of its work for FY 2022 and a budget covering the anticipated expenses of the Commission for Fiscal 
Year 2022-2023. 

The State of Arkansas hosted the Forty-third Annual Meeting on April 26, 2023, in Hot Springs, Arkansas. 

Pursuant to the previous agreements to rotate the office of Vice-Chairman and Secretary in connection with the 

rotation of the annual meeting host state, the State of Oklahoma accepted the responsibility for both offices for FY 

2024. The Office of Treasurer remained with the State of Arkansas. 

Sincerely, 

Sue Lowry 

Chairman and Federal Commissioner 

ARKANSAS LOUISIANA OKLAHOMA TEXAS 
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Red River Compact Commission 
Texas Commissioners’ Report 

April 26, 2023 
 

Drought Conditions  

As of April 18, 2023, the United 
States Drought Monitor shows 
about 78% of Texas in some level 
of drought, with 35% 
experiencing severe or worse 
conditions. This is down from a 
year ago, when 96% of the state 
was experiencing drought and 
73% was severe or worse. 

The extreme to exceptional 
drought conditions are occurring 
in the West Texas and Panhandle 
regions of the state. This includes 
the upper reaches of the Red 
River.  Currently 21% of the Red 
River Basin is experiencing drought conditions, with 68% being severe to exceptional.  
The lower reaches of the Red River Basin are currently not experiencing drought. 

The NOAA Climate Prediction Center’s Seasonal Drought Outlook is predicting 
conditions will persists in the western half of the state and possibly improve in the 
eastern half though July.  NOAA predicts a 40-60% chance of above average 
temperatures and equal chances of average precipitation through July for the Red River 
Basin.  

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

63



Texas Water Plan of 2022 
 
In July 2021, Texas adopted the 
2022 Texas Water Plan. Texas’ 
state water plans are based on 
future conditions that would exist 
in the event of a recurrence of the 
worst recorded drought in Texas’ 
history—known as the “drought of 
record”—a time when, generally, 
water supplies are lowest and water 
demands are highest.  

Texas’ population is expected to increase more than 
70 percent between 2022 and 2070, from 29.5 million 
to 51 million, with over half of this growth occurring in Regions C and H. However, 
Texas’ existing water supplies—those that can already be relied on in the event of 
drought—are expected to decline by approximately 11 percent between 2022 and 2070, 
from 15.2 million to 13.6 million acre-feet per year.  

Approximately 5,500 water management strategies recommended in this plan would 
provide 3.4 million acre-feet per year in additional water supplies to water user groups 
in 2022 and 8.5 million acre-feet per year in 2070. The estimated capital cost to design, 
construct, and implement the approximately 2,500 recommended water management 
strategy projects by 2070 is $63 billion. If strategies are not implemented, 
approximately one-third of Texas’ population would have less than half the municipal 
water supplies they will require during a drought of record in 2070. In addition, if Texas 
does not implement the state water plan, estimated annual economic losses resulting 
from water shortages would range from approximately $73 billion in 2022 to $151 
billion in 2070.  

 
State Water Implementation Fund for Texas 
 
The State Water Implementation Funds for Texas (SWIFT) program was enabled by the 
Texas Legislature and a State constitutional amendment in 2013, for $2 billion to help 
communities develop and optimize water supplies at cost-effective rates. The program 
provides low-interest loans, extended repayment terms, deferral of loan repayments, 
and incremental repurchase terms for projects contained in the most recently adopted 
State Water Plan.  This original investment is designed to fund close to $27 billion in 
water supply projects over the next 50 years to help ensure that Texas communities have 
adequate supplies of water during drought.  
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The Texas Water Development Board 
(TWDB) manages the administration 
and disbursement of funds and 
ensures they are used to finance 
needed water supply projects as 
defined in the Texas Water Plan 
priority process. The applications for 
the 2022 funding cycle of the SWIFT 
program have been submitted. 
Through fiscal year 2022, SWIFT has 
committed over $9.9 billion for 
projects across Texas.  

For more general information on the 
program, see: 

https://www.twdb.texas.gov/financial/programs/swift/index.asp 
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