
TCEQ Interoffice Memorandum 

 

 

Texas Commission on Environmental Quality 
 

TO:             Office of the Chief Clerk       
  Texas Commission on Environmental Quality 
 
THRU:          Chris Kozlowski, Team Leader 
  Water Rights Permitting Team   
 
FROM:          Hal E. Bailey, Jr., Project Manager 
  Water Rights Permitting Team 
 
DATE:          November 10, 2025 
 
SUBJECT:     Arete Thomas Ranch Holdings, LLC 

WRPERM 14120 
CN606373215, RN112191929 
Application No. 14120 for a Water Use Permit 
Texas Water Code § 11.121, Requiring Published and Mailed Notice 
Unnamed tributary of Red Bluff Creek, Colorado River Basin 

  Burnet County 
 
The application and fees were received on April 9, 2025. Additional information was 
received on October 22, 2025. The application was declared administratively 
complete and accepted for filing with the Office of the Chief Clerk on November 10, 
2025. Published and mailed notice to water right holders of record in the Colorado 
River Basin is required pursuant to Title 30 Texas Administrative Code §§ 295.151-
295.153. 
 
All fees have been paid and the application is sufficient for filing. 
 
 
 
____________________________ 
Hal E. Bailey, Jr., Project Manager  
Water Rights Permitting Team  
Water Rights Permitting and Availability Section 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

OCC Mailed Notice Required    ☒YES  ☐NO 



Brooke T. Paup, Chairwoman 

Catarina R. Gonzales, Commissioner 

Tonya R. Miller, Commissioner 

Kelly Keel, Executive Director 

TEXAS COMMISSION ON ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY 
Protecting Texas by Reducing and Preventing Pollution 

P.O. Box 13087   •   Austin, Texas 78711-3087   •   512-239-1000   •   tceq.texas.gov 

How is our customer service? tceq.texas.gov/customersurvey 
printed on recycled paper 

November 10, 2025 
   

Mr. Marco Lopez, E.I.T.        VIA E-MAIL  
Gannett Fleming TranSystems 
3520 Executive Center Drive, Suite 250 
Austin, TX 78731-1637 
 
RE: Arete Thomas Ranch Holdings, LLC 

WRPERM 14120 
CN606373215, RN112191929 
Application No. 14120 for a Water Use Permit 
Texas Water Code § 11.121, Requiring Published and Mailed Notice 
Unnamed tributary of Red Bluff Creek, Colorado River Basin 

 Burnet County 
  
Dear Mr. Lopez: 
  
This acknowledges receipt, on October 22, 2025, of additional information. 
 
The application was declared administratively complete and filed with the Office of the Chief 
Clerk on November 10, 2025. Staff will continue processing the application for consideration by 
the Executive Director.  
 
Please be advised that additional information may be requested during the technical review 
phase of the application process. 
 
If you have any questions concerning the application, please contact me via email at 
hal.bailey@tceq.texas.gov or by telephone at (512) 239-4615. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Hal E. Bailey, Jr., Project Manager 
Water Rights Permitting Team 
Water Rights Permitting and Availability Section 
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October 21, 2025 

 
Mr. Hal E. Bailey, Project Manager 
Water Rights Permitting Team, TCEQ 
P.O. Box 13087, Austin, Texas 

 

         RE: Arete Thomas Ranch Holdings, LLC 

WRPERM 14120 

CN606373215, RN112191929 

Application No. 14120 for a Water Use Permit 

       GFT Project Number 5402-06 
  

Dear Mr. Bailey, 

 

GFT has received comments from TCEQ dated October 17, 2025, worked to make these updates and 

offers the following responses to your comments:  

 
General Requirements 

1. Confirm the location of the discharge point from the perimeter of the reservoir is located at 

Latitude 32.452002˚N, Longitude 98.118183˚W. Staff notes that the coordinates for a point 

representing the perimeter of a reservoir should be identified by the point representing the 

centerline of the dam. 

Response: The discharge point located at Latitude 32.452002˚N, Longitude 

98.118183˚W represents the centerline of the dam 

 

2. Confirm that the alternate source is adequate to compensate for evaporative losses to keep the 

reservoir full and spilling so that no state water is used. Staff calculated the maximum monthly 

and annual evaporation losses to be 2.03 acre-feet and 7.35 acre-feet, respectively 

Response: The evaporation losses for the project were obtained from “Water Data for 

Texas”. The application indicates 3.38 acre-feet of average annual evaporation losses. 

For the maximum monthly evaporation losses, we calculated 1.31 acre-feet.  

The alternate source is adequate to compensate for evaporative losses to keep the 

reservoir (ordinary water surface elevation 860’) and spilling without using state 

water.  
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Hal Bailey

From: Hal Bailey
Sent: Friday, October 17, 2025 11:26 AM
To: Lopez Chavira, Marco
Cc: Chris Kozlowski; Humberto Galvan
Subject: Arete Thomas Ranch Holdings, LLC Application No. 14120 Request for Information (RFI)
Attachments: Arete_Thomas_Ranch_Holdings_LLC_14120_RFI_Sent_10.17.2025.pdf

Good morning Marco, 
 
Please find the attached RFI for application no. 14120.  Response due date is 11/17/2025. 
 
If you have any questions, please feel free to contact me. 
 
Thank you, 
 
Hal E. Bailey, Jr. 
Natural Resources Specialist IV 
Water Rights Permitting Team 
Water Rights Permitting and Availability Section 
Phone: 512-239-4615 
 
 



Brooke T. Paup, Chairwoman 

Catarina R. Gonzales, Commissioner 

Tonya R. Miller, Commissioner 

Kelly Keel, Executive Director 

TEXAS COMMISSION ON ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY 
Protecting Texas by Reducing and Preventing Pollution 

P.O. Box 13087   •   Austin, Texas 78711-3087   •   512-239-1000   •   tceq.texas.gov 

How is our customer service? tceq.texas.gov/customersurvey 
printed on recycled paper 

October 17, 2025 
  

Mr. Marco Lopez, E.I.T.       VIA E-MAIL  
Gannett Fleming TranSystems 
3520 Executive Center Drive, Suite 250 
Austin, TX 78731-1637 
 
RE: Arete Thomas Ranch Holdings, LLC 

WRPERM 14120 
CN606373215, RN112191929 
Application No. 14120 for a Water Use Permit 
Texas Water Code § 11.121, Requiring Published and Mailed Notice 
Unnamed tributary of Red Bluff Creek, Colorado River Basin 

 Burnet County 
  
Dear Mr. Lopez: 
  
This acknowledges receipt, on April 9, 2025, of the referenced application and fees in the 
amount of $1,286.42 (Receipt No. M556486, copy attached). 
 
Additional information is required before the application can be declared administratively 
complete.  

  
1. Confirm the location of the discharge point from the perimeter of the reservoir is located at 

Latitude 32.452002˚N, Longitude 98.118183˚W. Staff notes that the coordinates for a point 
representing the perimeter of a reservoir should be identified by the point representing the 
centerline of the dam.  
 

2. Confirm that the alternate source is adequate to compensate for evaporative losses to keep 
the reservoir full and spilling so that no state water is used. Staff calculated the maximum 
monthly and annual evaporation losses to be 2.03 acre-feet and 7.35 acre-feet, respectively. 

 
3. Provide a copy of a water supply contract or letter of agreement with the Lower Colorado 

River Authority (LCRA) which indicates that the LCRA will make available for purchase an 
amount adequate to fully compensate for the maximum amount of water the Applicant will 
impound in any one year. If the water supply contract or agreement is still under 
negotiation, provide a copy of the draft contract or agreement for review. A signed 
document will be needed in order for a permit to be issued. 

          
Please provide the requested information by November 17, 2025, or the application may be 
returned pursuant to Title 30 Texas Administrative Code (TAC) § 281.18.   
 
 
 
 
 



Arete Thomas Ranch Holdings, LLC 
Application No. 14120 
October 17, 2025 
Page 2 of 2 
 

P.O. Box 13087   •   Austin, Texas 78711-3087   •   512-239-1000   •   tceq.texas.gov 

How is our customer service? tceq.texas.gov/customersurvey 
printed on recycled paper 

If you have any questions concerning this matter, please contact me via email at 
hal.bailey@tceq.texas.gov or by telephone at (512) 239-4615. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Hal E. Bailey, Jr., Project Manager 
Water Rights Permitting Team 
Water Rights Permitting and Availability Section 
 
Attachment 
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Fee Description 

WTR USE PERMITS 

Fee Code 
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TCEQ - A/R RECEIPT REPORT BY ACCOUNT NUMBER 

Ref#l Check Number CC Type 

Ref#2 

Paid In By 

M556486 

14120 
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Tran Code Slip Key 

Re___9__J::ode Document# 

BS00115030 

N D5802670 

CK 

Total (Fee Code): 

Grand Total: 

Tran Date Tran Amount 

10-APR-25 -$1,286.42 

-$1,286.42 

-$5,089.92 
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