
TCEQ Interoffice Memorandum 

Texas Commission on Environmental Quality 

TO: Office of the Chief Clerk    
Texas Commission on Environmental Quality 

THRU:  Chris Kozlowski, Team Leader 
Water Rights Permitting Team 

FROM: 

DATE: 

SUBJECT: 

Jeremy Walker-Lee, Project Manager 

Water Rights Permitting Team  

August 07, 2023

Bechtel Energy Inc. 
WRTP 13918 
CN605159847, RN111739371 
Application No. 13918 for a Temporary Water Use Permit 
Texas Water Code § 11.138, Requiring Limited Mailed Notice 
Port Arthur Ship Channel, Neches-Trinity Coastal Basin   
Jefferson County 

The application was received on May 15, 2023. Fees were received on June 16 and 
June 28, 2023. Additional information was received on June 22 and July 25, 2023. 
The application was declared administratively complete and accepted for filing 
with the Office of the Chief Clerk on August 07, 2023. Mailed notice to
downstream water right holders of record in the Neches-Trinity Coastal Basin is 
required pursuant to Title 30 Texas Administrative Code § 295.154(a).  

All fees have been paid and the application is sufficient for filing. 

_________________________  
Jeremy Walker-Lee, Project Manager 
Water Rights Permitting Team 

Water Rights Permitting and Availability Section 

OCC Mailed Notice Required    xYES   □NO 



Jon Niermann, Chairman 

Emily Lindley, Commissioner 

Bobby Janecka, Commissioner 

Kelly Keel, Interim Executive Director 

P.O. Box 13087   •   Austin, Texas 78711-3087   •   512-239-1000   •   tceq.texas.gov 

How is our customer service? tceq.texas.gov/customersurvey 
printed on recycled paper 

TEXAS COMMISSION ON ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY 
Protecting Texas by Reducing and Preventing Pollution 

August 07, 2023 
Mr. Karim Assaf VIA E-MAIL 
Bechtel Energy Inc.  
3000 Post Oak Blvd.  
Houston, TX 77056-6501 

RE: Bechtel Energy Inc.  

WRTP 13918  
CN605159847, RN111739371  
Application No. 13918 for a Temporary Water Use Permit  
Texas Water Code § 11.138, Requiring Limited Mailed Notice 
Port Arthur Ship Channel, Neches-Trinity Coastal Basin    
Jefferson County  

Dear Mr. Assaf: 

This acknowledges receipt, on July 25, 2023, of additional information. 

The application was declared administratively complete and filed with the Office of the Chief 
Clerk on August 07, 2023. Staff will continue processing the application for consideration by 
the Executive Director.   

Please be advised that additional information may be requested during the technical review 
phase of the application process.  

If you have any questions concerning the application, please contact me via email at 
Jeremy.walker-lee@tceq.texas.gov or by phone at 512-239-0637. 

Sincerely, 

Jeremy Walker-Lee, Project Manager   
Water Rights Permitting Team  
Water Rights Permitting and Availability Section 
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Jeremy Walker-Lee

From: Jeremy Walker-Lee
Sent: Tuesday, July 18, 2023 11:20 AM
To: Assaf, Karim
Cc: Humberto Galvan
Subject: Bechtel Energy Inc. WRTP #13918
Attachments: Bechtel_Energy_Inc_13918_RFI#2.pdf

Good Morning, 

Please see the a ached request for informa on le er for Bechtel Energy Inc. WRTP #13918 and provide a response by 
8/17/23.  

Thanks, 

Jeremy Walker-Lee, Project Manager 
Water Rights Permitting Team  
Water Rights Permitting and Availability Section 
512-239-0637

Attachment 



Jon Niermann, Chairman 

Emily Lindley, Commissioner 

Bobby Janecka, Commissioner 

Kelly Keel, Interim Executive Director 

TEXAS COMMISSION ON ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY 
Protecting Texas by Reducing and Preventing Pollution 

P.O. Box 13087   •   Austin, Texas 78711-3087   •   512-239-1000   •   tceq.texas.gov 

How is our customer service? tceq.texas.gov/customersurvey 
printed on recycled paper 

July 18, 2023 

Mr. Karim Assaf  VIA E-MAIL 
Bechtel Energy Inc. 
3000 Post Oak Blvd. 
Houston, TX 77056-6501 

RE: Bechtel Energy Inc. 
WRTP 13918 
CN605159847, RN111739371 
Application No. 13918 for a Temporary Water Use Permit 
Texas Water Code § 11.138, Requiring Limited Mailed Notice 
Port Arthur Ship Channel, Neches-Trinity Coastal Basin   
Jefferson County 

Dear Mr. Assaf: 

This acknowledges receipt, on June 16, 2023, of partial fees in the amount of $501.25 
(Endorsement No. WRS0044752, copy attached), on June 22, 2023, of additional information, 
and on June 28, 2023, of additional fees in the amount of $1.88 (Receipt No. M318111, copy 
attached). 

Before the application can be declared administratively complete, provide written evidence that 
Kane McIntosh is authorized to sign the application for Bechtel Energy Inc. pursuant to Title 30 
Texas Administrative Code (TAC) § 295.14 which states: 

If the applicant is a corporation, public district, county, municipality, or other corporate 
entity, the application shall be signed by a duly authorized official. Written evidence in the 
form of bylaws, charters, or resolutions which specify the authority of the official to take 
such action shall be submitted. A corporation may file a corporate affidavit as evidence of 
the official's authority to sign. 

Staff acknowledges receipt of the Minutes of a Meeting of the Board of Directors of Bechtel 
Energy Inc. dated April 28, 2022; however, this document provides general board election 
resolutions rather than specific evidence that Mr. McIntosh is authorized to sign the application 
on behalf of Bechtel Energy Inc. 

Please provide the requested information by August 17, 2023, or the application may be 
returned pursuant to Title 30 TAC § 281.18. 



Mr. Karim Assaf 
Application No. 13918 
July 18, 2023 
Page 2 of 2 

If you have any questions concerning this matter, please contact me via email at jeremy.walker-
lee@tceq.texas.gov or by telephone at (512) 239-0637. 

Sincerely, 

Jeremy Walker-Lee, Project Manager 
Water Rights Permitting Team  
Water Rights Permitting and Availability Section 

Attachments 



 Texas Commission on Environmental Quality 
TELEPHONE MEMO TO THE FIILE 

 
Call to:  Jeremy Walker-Lee 

 

Call from: Karim Assaf 

 

Date: 6/26/2023 Project No: 13918 & 13919 

 

Information for File follows: 

Mr. Assaf called to check the status and retrieval of additional information for application 13918 

and 13919 following the applicant sending additional information via email to the project 

manager. Project Manager informed applicant that the email items were received and that he will 

be receiving updates as the application moves through the process. 

 

 

 

 

Signed  
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Jeremy Walker-Lee

From: Assaf, Karim 
Sent: Thursday, June 22, 2023 6:08 PM
To: Jeremy Walker-Lee
Subject: RE: Bechtel Energy Inc. WRTP #13918
Attachments: 2023-06-16 Temp Water Permit 13918-Signed_withAttachments.pdf; 2023-06-16 Temp 

Water Permit 13919-Signed_WithAttachments.pdf; PALNG_ResponsetoTCEQ_
20230612Letter_20230622.pdf; Payment of Fees.pdf

Bechtel Level 3 – General. Non-Confidential Business Information. 

 
Mr. Jeremy Walker-Lee, Project Manager 
Texas Commission on Environmental Quality 
Water Availability Division, MC-160 
12100 Park 35 Circle  
Aus n, TX 78753 
 
Subject:       Bechtel Energy, Inc. 

WRTP 13918 & WRTP 13919 
CN605159847, RN111739371 
Applica on Nos. 13918 and 13919 for a Temporary Water Use Permit 
Texas Water Code § 11.138, Requiring Limited Mailed No ce 
Port Arthur Ship Channel, Neches-Trinity Coastal Basin 
Jefferson County 

 
Dear Mr. Walker-Lee, 
 
I am writing this email in response to the request for information letter dated June 12th, 2023.  Also, please find attached two revised applications 
for the subject temporary water use permits. Originals and remaining payments will be couriered to the TCEQ Water Availability Division 
 
Ques on 1. Indicate the measures the applicant will take to avoid impingement and entrainment of aqua c organisms (ex. Screens 
on any new diversion structure that is not already authorized in a water right). Refer to pages 28-29 from the Instruc ons for 
Comple ng the Water Right Permi ng Applica on (Form TCEQ-10214A-inst) for assistance in developing your response. 
 
Bechtel response 1:  All efforts will be made to take reasonable measures to avoid impingement and entrainment of aqua c 
organisms. Our tenta ve plans are to bring in a portable diesel pump with a screened intake or intake box to avoid impingement and 
entrainment of aqua c organisms.  
 
Ques on 2. Confirm that the water will be diverted from Port Arthur Ship Channel, Neches-Trinity Coastal Basin. 
 
Bechtel response 2: We confirm that the water will be diverted from Port Arthur Ship Channel, Neches-Trinity Coastal Basin. 
 
Ques on 3. Confirm the loca ons of the upstream and downstream limits of the diversion reach. Staff notes the coordinates 
provided were not in decimal degrees to at least six decimal places. Staff has calculated coordinates in the table below: 
 

 La tude Longitude 
Upstream Limit  29.788447 -93.949957 
Downstream Limit  29.786278 -93.949103 

Bechtel response 3:  We confirm that the loca ons of the upstream and downstream limits of the diversion reach as calculated by 
the TCEQ staff and presented in your June 12th, 2023 request for informa on le er are the correct coordinates for Permit applica on 
No. 13918.   
 



2

Addi onally, the following coordinates are for Permit applica on No. 13919:  
  

Permit No. 13919 La tude Longitude 
Diversion Point  29.806558 -93.956149 

 
Ques on 4. Provide recorded copies of legal documents establishing ownership of the proposed diversion point or a copy of a duly 
acknowledged wri en easement, consent, or license from the landowner(s) whose land is associated with the proposed diversion 
point, pursuant to Title 30 Texas Administra ve Code (TAC) §295.10. as follows: 

a.   Le er provided with the applica on states that Port Arthur LNG, LCC (PALNG) gives the applicant consent to access the 
diversion point loca on. However, staff notes that the legal name as shown on the Cer ficate of Merger and the 
Correc on Special Warranty Deed is Port Arthur LNG Holdings, LLC. 

b.   Exhibit A is missing from the Correc on Special Warranty Deed. 
 
Bechtel response 4: A revised authoriza on le er with the correct legal name along Exhibit A of the Correc on Special Warranty 
Deed are provided as a achments to this le er. 
 
Ques on 5. Provide wri en evidence that Mr. Karim Assaf is authorized to sign the applica on for Bechtel Energy, Inc. pursuant to 
Title 30 TAC § 295.14 which states: 
If the applicant is a corpora on, public district, county, municipality, or other corporate en ty, the applica on shall be signed by a 
duly authorized official. Wri en evidence in the form of bylaws, charters, or resolu ons which specify the authority of the official to 
take such ac on shall be submi ed. A corpora on may file a corporate affidavit as evidence of the official's authority to sign. 
 
Bechtel response 5: Two revised applica ons (TCEQ forms 10202) are provided as a achments to this le er with Mr. Michael Kane 
McIntosh signing as the duly authorized official, with wri en evidence of his elec on by the Board of Directors of on April 28th, 2022 
as a principal vice president of Bechtel Energy, Inc.  
 
Ques on 6. Remit fees in the amount of $503.13 as described below. Please make checks payable to the TCEQ or Texas Commission 
on Environmental Quality. 

Filing Fee (Temporary Water Use Permit > 10 acre-feet) $  250.00 
Recording Fee                                                                                    $      1.25 
Use Fee                                                                                                $  250.00 
No ce Fee ($ 0.94 x 2 WR holders)                                           $      1.88 
TOTAL FEES                                                                                         $  503.13 
FEES RECEIVED                                                                                  $      0.00 
BALANCE DUE                                                                                    $  503.13 

Bechtel response 6: The fees (filing, recording, and use) for two Temporary Water Use Permit Applica ons in the amount of 
$1,002.50 were transferred by Bechtel Corpora on via electronic fund transfer on June 7th, 2023; Ref No. CR200523. This was 
confirmed in an email from Jamie Rivera of the TCEQ received on June 15th, 2023.  A money order in the total amount of $13.76 to 
cover the addi onal calculated use fees and the no ce fees is a ached with this le er.  

Permit Applica on Number 13918 
Filing Fee (Temporary Water Use Permit > 10 acre-feet) $  250.00 
Recording Fee                                                                                    $      1.25 
Use Fee                                                                                                $  250.00 
No ce Fee ($ 0.94 x 2 WR holders)                                           $      1.88 
TOTAL FEES                                                                                         $  503.13 
FEES SUBMITTED                                                                              $  501.25 
BALANCE DUE (Covered by the a ached money order)    $       1.88 

 
Permit Applica on Number 13918 
Filing Fee (Temporary Water Use Permit > 10 acre-feet) $  250.00 
Recording Fee                                                                                    $      1.25 
Use Fee                                                                                                $  260.00 
No ce Fee ($ 0.94 x 2 WR holders)                                           $      1.88 
TOTAL FEES                                                                                         $  513.13 
FEES SUBMITTED                                                                              $  501.25 
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Assaf, Karim

From: Assaf, Karim
Sent: Thursday, June 15, 2023 8:56 PM
To: Jamie Rivera; Cashiers
Cc: WRPT
Subject: RE: Bechtel - Application fees for two Temporary Water Use Permit applications
Attachments: Greater that 10-acres Application_DiversionPoint1_SIGNED.pdf; Greater that 10-acres 

Application_DiversionPoint2_SIGNED.pdf

The permit numbers are 13918 and 13919. 
 
Karim Assaf 
713-235-4958 
 

From: Jamie Rivera <Jamie.Rivera@tceq.texas.gov>  
Sent: Thursday, June 15, 2023 4:46 PM 
To: Assaf, Karim  Cashiers <Cashiers@tceq.texas.gov> 
Cc: WRPT <WRPT@tceq.texas.gov> 
Subject: [*EXTERNAL*] RE: Bechtel - Application fees for two Temporary Water Use Permit applications 
 

Bechtel Level 3 – General. Non-Confidential Business Information. 

 
We received your payment. however, we do need a copy of the TCEQ applica ons. 
 
I do see that you are paying for 2 temporary water use permits – if you could just a ach a copy of the applica ons, 
please? 
 
If you have any ques ons, please feel free to contact me. 
 
Thank you so much, 
Jamie Rivera 
 

From: Assaf, Karim   
Sent: Wednesday, June 7, 2023 1:31 PM 
To: Cashiers <Cashiers@tceq.texas.gov> 
Cc: WRPT <WRPT@tceq.texas.gov> 
Subject: Bechtel - Application fees for two Temporary Water Use Permit applications 
 
The fees (filing, recording, and use) for two Temporary Water Use Permit Applica ons in the amount of $1,002.50 were 
transferred by Bechtel Corpora on via electronic fund transfer on 7 June 2023; Ref No. CR200523. 
 
The details of the applica ons are as follows: 
 

1- Applica on by Bechtel Corpora on for a temporary water use permit (Form TCEQ-10202) for 250 ac-  for a 
diversion period of three years from diversion point 1 La tude 29.8066 deg N, Lon 93.9561 deg Wat the Port 
Arthur LNG Project.  
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2- Applica on by Bechtel Corpora on for a temporary water use permit (Form TCEQ-10202) for 250 ac-  for a 
diversion period of three years from diversion point 2 Lat. 29.7885 N, Long. 93.9499 W to Lat. 29.7863 N, Long. 
93.9491 W at the Port Arthur LNG Project.  

 
The two applica ons were submi ed via email on 5/15/2023, and hard copies were delivered by courier to the Water 
Availability Division (MC-160) on 6/2/2023. 
 
Thank you, 
 

Karim Assaf | Environmental Manager 
 

Bechtel Energy 
M +1.918.378.9260 | T +1.713.235.4958 

| bechtel.com 
 

   
 

 

Bechtel Level 3 – General. Non-Confidential Business Information. 

 

































































































 
Original:  02/03/2011 

TEXAS COMMISSION ON ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY 
TELEPHONE MEMO TO THE FILE 

 
 

Phone Contact Information 
Call to: Call from: Karim Assaf 
Permittee Name: Bechtel Energy Inc Date of Call:  6/16/23 
/Phone No.: 713-235-4958 /File No: 13918 & 13919 

 

Phone Subject 
Subject: RFI Questions and Additional Information Clarification 

 

Phone Conversation Details 
Information for the file:   
 
Applicant called with questions from RFI questions for 13918 referring to signature 
authority, six digits for diversion point coordinates, Form 10202, and the length of the 
permitting process. Applicant informed PM that they plan to resubmit applications for 
13918 and 13919, as well as additional information requested in RFI for 13918. 

 
Signature/Date:   
 
_______________________________________________ 
 

 

6 / 1 6 / 2 3
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Jeremy Walker-Lee

From: Jeremy Walker-Lee
Sent: Monday, June 12, 2023 10:04 AM
To:
Subject: Bechtel Energy Inc. WRTP #13918
Attachments: Bechtel_Energy_Inc_13918_Draft_RFI_Sent_6.12.23.pdf

Good Morning,  
 
Please see the a ached request for informa on le er for Bechtel Energy Inc. WRTP #13918 and provide a response by 
7/12/23.  
 
Thanks, 
 
Jeremy Walker-Lee, Project Manager 
Water Rights Permitting Team  
Water Rights Permitting and Availability Section 
512-239-0637 
 
 
 



Jon Niermann, Chairman 

Emily Lindley, Commissioner 

Bobby Janecka, Commissioner 

Erin E. Chancellor, Interim Executive Director 

TEXAS COMMISSION ON ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY 
Protecting Texas by Reducing and Preventing Pollution 

P.O. Box 13087   •   Austin, Texas 78711-3087   •   512-239-1000   •   tceq.texas.gov 

How is our customer service? tceq.texas.gov/customersurvey 
printed on recycled paper 

June 12, 2023 

Mr. Karim Assaf        VIA E-MAIL 
Bechtel Energy, Inc. 
3000 Post Oak Blvd 
Houston, TX 77056-6501 
 
RE: Bechtel Energy, Inc. 

WRTP 13918 
CN605159847, RN111739371 
Application No. 13918 for a Temporary Water Use Permit 
Texas Water Code § 11.138, Requiring Limited Mailed Notice 
Port Arthur Ship Channel, Neches-Trinity Coastal Basin   

 Jefferson County 
 
Dear Mr. Assaf: 
 
This acknowledges receipt, on May 15, 2023, of the referenced application. 
 
A temporary permit may only be issued if there is surplus water available for use on a short-
term (temporary or ephemeral) basis in the source supply. During low flow conditions, which 
occur during a drought or periods of limited rainfall, all water in the basin will be required for 
existing senior water rights and there is no presumption of any surplus flows. 
 
Additional information and fees are required before the application can be declared 
administratively complete.  
  
1. Indicate the measures the applicant will take to avoid impingement and entrainment of 

aquatic organisms (ex. Screens on any new diversion structure that is not already 
authorized in a water right). Refer to pages 28-29 from the Instructions for Completing the 
Water Right Permitting Application (Form TCEQ-10214A-inst) for assistance in developing 
your response. 

 
2. Confirm that the water will be diverted from Port Arthur Ship Channel, Neches-Trinity 

Coastal Basin. 
 

3. Confirm the locations of the upstream and downstream limits of the diversion reach. Staff 
notes the coordinates provided were not in decimal degrees to at least six decimal places. 
Staff has calculated coordinates in the table below: 

 

 Latitude Longitude 

Upstream Limit 29.788447 -93.949957 

Downstream Limit 29.786278 -93.949103 

 
 
 
  



Mr. Karim Assaf 
Application No. 13918 
June 12, 2023 
Page 2 of 2 

4. Provide recorded copies of legal documents establishing ownership of the proposed
diversion point or a copy of a duly acknowledged written easement, consent, or license
from the landowner(s) whose land is associated with the proposed diversion point,
pursuant to Title 30 Texas Administrative Code (TAC) § 295.10. as follows:

a. Letter provided with the application states that Port Arthur LNG, LCC (PALNG)
gives the applicant consent to access the diversion point location. However,
staff notes that the legal name as shown on the Certificate of Merger and the
Correction Special Warranty Deed is Port Arthur LNG Holdings, LLC.

b. Exhibit A is missing from the Correction Special Warranty Deed.

5. Provide written evidence that Mr. Karim Assaf is authorized to sign the application for
Bechtel Energy, Inc. pursuant to Title 30 TAC § 295.14 which states:

If the applicant is a corporation, public district, county, municipality, or other 
corporate entity, the application shall be signed by a duly authorized official. Written 
evidence in the form of bylaws, charters, or resolutions which specify the authority of 
the official to take such action shall be submitted. A corporation may file a corporate 
affidavit as evidence of the official's authority to sign.   

6. Remit fees in the amount of $503.13 as described below. Please make checks payable to
the TCEQ or Texas Commission on Environmental Quality.

Filing Fee (Temporary Water Use Permit > 10 acre-feet) $ 250.00 
Recording Fee $  1.25 
Use Fee $ 250.00 
Notice Fee ($ 0.94 x 2 WR holders) $     1.88 
TOTAL FEES $ 503.13 
FEES RECEIVED $     0.00 
BALANCE DUE $ 503.13 

Please provide the requested information and fees by July 12, 2023, or the application may be 
returned pursuant to Title 30 TAC § 281.18. 

If you have any questions concerning this matter, please contact me via email at jeremy.walker-
lee@tceq.texas.gov or by telephone at (512) 239-0637. 

Sincerely, 

Jeremy Walker-Lee, Project Manager 
Water Rights Permitting Team  
Water Rights Permitting and Availability Section
Attachment 
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Basis2 Receipt Report by Endorsement Number

Report_ID:

EMGAcct. #: TEMPORARY/EMERGENCY WTR USE PERMIT ISSUEAccount Name:

PORT ARTHUR SHIP 

CAN/SABINE RVR/GULF

OF

Paid For

WRS0044752

Endors. # Ref #2

TX 

COMPTROLLER/BECHTEL

ENERGY I

Paid In By

WT

PayTyp

WIRE

Chk # Card#

BS00103546

Bank Slip

16-JUN-23

Tran.Date

 $501.25

Receipt Amnt.
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Page 1

Basis2 Receipt Report by Endorsement Number

Report_ID:

EMGAcct. #: TEMPORARY/EMERGENCY WTR USE PERMIT ISSUEAccount Name:

PORT ARTHUR SHIP 

CAN/SABINE RVR/GULF

OF

Paid For

WRS0044753

Endors. # Ref #2

TX 

COMPTROLLER/BECHTEL

ENERGY I

Paid In By

WT

PayTyp

WIRE

Chk # Card#

BS00103546

Bank Slip

16-JUN-23

Tran.Date

 $501.25

Receipt Amnt.
































