
TCEQ Interoffice Memorandum 

 

 

Texas Commission on Environmental Quality 
 

TO:             Office of the Chief Clerk       
  Texas Commission on Environmental Quality 
 
THRU:          Chris Kozlowski, Team Leader 
  Water Rights Permitting Team   
 
FROM:          Natalia Ponebshek, Project Manager 
  Water Rights Permitting Team 
 
DATE:          January 28, 2025 
 
SUBJECT:    Jewett Mine LLC  
 WRPERM 12292  
 CN605660984, RN105444467  

Application for an Extension of Time to Complete Construction for 
Water Use Permit No. 12292  

 Texas Water Code § 11.145, Mailed and Published Notice Required  
Buffalo Creek, Bow Branch, Rena Branch, Taylor Springs Branch, and 

Silver Creek, Trinity River Basin  
 Freestone and Leon Counties  
 

The application was received on December 17, 2024. Fees were received on 
January 16, 2025, and additional information was received on January 21, 2025. 
The application was declared administratively complete and accepted for filing with 
the Office of the Chief Clerk on January 28, 2025. Published and mailed notice to 
water right holders of record in the Trinity River Basin is required pursuant to Title 
30 Texas Administrative Code § 295.159(a). 

All fees have been paid and the application is sufficient for filing. 
 
 
 
____________________________ 
Natalia Ponebshek, Project Manager  
Water Rights Permitting Team  
Water Rights Permitting and Availability Section 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

OCC Mailed Notice Required    ☒YES  ☐NO 



Brooke T. Paup, Chairwoman  

Bobby Janecka, Commissioner 

Catarina R. Gonzales, Commissioner 

Kelly Keel, Executive Director 

TEXAS COMMISSION ON ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY 
Protecting Texas by Reducing and Preventing Pollution 

P.O. Box 13087   •   Austin, Texas 78711-3087   •   512-239-1000   •   tceq.texas.gov 

How is our customer service?   tceq.texas.gov/customersurvey 
printed on recycled paper 

 

January 28, 2025 
     
Mr. Michael G. Altavilla        VIA E-MAIL   
Jewett Mine LLC  
P.O. Box 915  
Jewett, TX 75846-0915  
   
RE: Jewett Mine LLC  

WRPERM 12292  
CN605660984, RN105444467  
Application for an Extension of Time to Complete Construction for Water Use Permit   

No. 12292  
Texas Water Code § 11.145, Mailed and Published Notice Required  
Buffalo Creek, Bow Branch, Rena Branch, Taylor Springs Branch, and Silver Creek, Trinity 

River Basin  
Freestone and Leon Counties  

  
Dear Mr. Altavilla:   
 
This acknowledges receipt, on January 16, 2025, of fees in the amount of $1,1972.16 (Receipt 
Nos. M551337A and M551337B, copies attached). 
 
The application was declared administratively complete and filed with the Office of the Chief 
Clerk on January 28, 2025. Staff will continue processing the application for consideration by 
the Executive Director.  
 
Please be advised that additional information may be requested during the technical review 
phase of the application process. 
 
If you have any questions concerning the application, please contact me via email at 
Natalia.Ponebshek@tceq.texas.gov or by telephone at (512) 239-4641.   
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Natalia Ponebshek, Project Manager  
Water Rights Permitting Team 
Water Rights Permitting and Availability Section 
 
Attachment 
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Natalia Ponebshek

From: Harris, Joe 
Sent: Tuesday, January 21, 2025 3:42 PM
To: Natalia Ponebshek
Cc: Altavilla, Michael
Subject: Jewett Mine LLC, WRPERM 12292, Application for an Extension of Time to Complete 

Construction, Response to Comment Letter Dated January 21, 2025
Attachments: 01-21-2025-12292-JMLLC-TCEQ-Water Rights Extension_Response to Comments 

Letter.pdf

Ms. Ponebshek, 
 
Please see the aƩached leƩer for JeweƩ Mine LLC’s, WRPERM 112292 responses to comments from leƩer dated January 
21, 2025. 
 
If you have any quesƟons or need anything else, please let me know. 
 
Thanks. 
 
Joe D. Harris 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 
Joe D. Harris 
Planner II 
JEWETT MINE LLC 
4336 FM 39 S | P.O. Box 915 
Jewett, Texas  75846 
o: 903-626-6327 
m: 903-388-4012 

Note: The information contained in this e-mail and any accompanying documents may contain information that is confidential or otherwise protected 
from disclosure. If you are not the intended recipient of this message, or if this message has been addressed to you in error, please immediately alert 
the sender by reply e-mail and then delete this message, including any attachments. Any dissemination, distribution or other use of the contents of 
this message by anyone other than the intended recipient is strictly prohibited. 
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Natalia Ponebshek

From: Natalia Ponebshek
Sent: Tuesday, January 21, 2025 10:32 AM
To:
Cc: Chris Kozlowski; Humberto Galvan
Subject: Jewett Mine, LLC WRPERM 12292 RFI Sent
Attachments: Jewett_Mine_12292_RFI_Sent_1.21.2025.pdf

Good morning, 
  
Please find the attached request for information for the abovementioned application. A response is due 
by February 20, 2025. Please let me know if you have any questions regarding this request. 
  
Thank you, 
  
Natalia Ponebshek, Project Manager 
Water Rights Permitting Team 
Water Rights Permitting and Availability Section 
(512) 239-4641 
 



Brooke T. Paup, Chairwoman  

Bobby Janecka, Commissioner 

Catarina R. Gonzales, Commissioner 

Kelly Keel, Executive Director 

TEXAS COMMISSION ON ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY 
Protecting Texas by Reducing and Preventing Pollution 

P.O. Box 13087   •   Austin, Texas 78711-3087   •   512-239-1000   •   tceq.texas.gov 

How is our customer service? tceq.texas.gov/customersurvey 
printed on recycled paper 

January 21, 2025 
   

Mr. Michael G. Altavilla        VIA E-MAIL  
Jewett Mine LLC 
P.O. Box 915 
Jewett, TX 75846-0915 
  
RE: Jewett Mine LLC 

WRPERM 12292 
CN605660984, RN105444467 
Application for an Extension of Time to Complete Construction for Water Use Permit  

No. 12292 
Texas Water Code § 11.145, Mailed and Published Notice Required 
Buffalo Creek, Bow Branch, Rena Branch, Taylor Springs Branch, and Silver Creek, Trinity 

River Basin 
 Freestone and Leon Counties 
 
Dear Mr. Altavilla:  
  
This acknowledges receipt, on December 17, 2024, of the referenced application. 
  
Before the application can be declared administratively complete, remit fees in the amount of 
$1,972.16 as described below. Please make checks payable to the TCEQ or Texas Commission 
on Environmental Quality.   
  

Filing Fee (5,001 to 10,000 acre-feet)     $    500.00  
Recording Fee        $      12.50 
Notice Fee (Trinity River Basin)     $    459.66 
Extension Fee                    $ 1,000.00  
TOTAL FEES        $ 1,972.16 
FEES RECEIVED       $        0.00 
BALANCE DUE       $ 1,972.16 

 
Please provide the requested fees by February 20, 2025 or the application may be returned 
pursuant to 30 Texas Administrative Code § 281.18.   
 
Additional information will be required prior to completion of technical review.  
 
1. Provide a completed Public Involvement Plan Form for Permit and Registration Applications 

(TCEQ-20960), copy attached.  
 
 
 
 
 
 



Mr. Michael G. Altavilla  
WRPERM 12292 
January 21, 2025 
Page 2 of 2  
 
If you have any questions concerning this matter, please contact me via email at 
natalia.ponebshek@tceq.texas.gov or by telephone at (512) 239-4641.  
 
Sincerely,  
 
 
  
Natalia Ponebshek, Project Manager 
Water Rights Permitting Team  
Water Rights Permitting and Availability Section  
 
Attachment 
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Basis2 Receipt Report by Endorsement Number

Report_ID:

PTGU

WUP

Acct. #:

Acct. #:

NOTICE FEES WUP WATER USE PERMITS

WATER USE PERMITS

Account Name:

Account Name:

RENEWAL

RENEWAL

Paid For

Paid For

M551337B

M551337A

Endors. #

Endors. #

12292

12292

Ref #2

Ref #2

NRG ENERGY INC

NRG ENERGY INC

Paid In By

Paid In By

CK

CK

PayTyp

PayTyp

7089023

7089023

Chk #

Chk #

Card#

Card#

BS00113579

BS00113579

Bank Slip

Bank Slip

16-JAN-25

16-JAN-25

Tran.Date

Tran.Date

 $459.66

 $1512.50

Receipt Amnt.

Receipt Amnt.









  

   

     

          

   

                                                                             

                                                                                   

          

        
     

  
      

     
  

  
   

   
   

   
 

      
      

 
     
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

4. Project Dates

BEGINNING CONSTRUCTION DATE: COMPLETION DATE: 

Original (Date in water right): Original: 

Current (From last extension granted, 

if applicable): Current: 

Proposed: Proposed: 

5. Reason(s) for delay and why the proposed dates requested are necessary

Under 30 TAC 295.72(b) the applicant must include* why the extension should be
granted and why the permit should not be forfeited if the commission finds that
sufficient due diligence to begin and/or complete construction of the authorized
project has not been demonstrated. Reasonable causes for delay include, but are
not limited to, the operation of legal proceedings or other causes which were not
within the reasonable control of the permittee and which were reasonably
unforeseeable at the time of the appropriation or the last extension.  Financial
hardship shall not, by itself, constitute sufficient cause for the granting of an
extension. Notice of the application, if required, will also indicate that the
Commission will consider whether the appropriation shall be forfeited by the
applicant, if the extension is denied.

* Please provide a statement setting forth the reasons why construction work could
not be commenced or completed in the space below or attach a statement entitled

“Reasons Why Construction Work Could not be Commenced or Completed.” 

Form TCEQ-10203b (revised 06/2018) 
2 

November 13, 2015 November13, 2018

December 31, 2024

December 31, 2026

As indicated to TCEQ staff at the time of permit issuance, JMLLC did not expect to 
complete these pojects by November 2018 due to the massive volumes of dirt required to 
construct each of these ponds.

Reclamation of the subject areas continues.  The five ponds apporved in this permit are at 
various stages of construction.  None of the ponds require construction of embankments.  
Remaing construction consists of completion of slopes and pond volumetrics, inlets, 
spillways, and bypass structures.  Under the apllicable mining permits issued by the 
Railroad Commisssion of Texas (RCT), the design of the bypass structures will be reuiqred 
to be submitted, reviewed and apporved as permanent structures.  This may add as much 
as 6 months time to the completon of each structure.

Since our last extension request, the RCT has placed additional time contstaints on 
completing final reclamation in different areas of the mine by a particular date.  We have 
had to schedule our equipment to meet these deadlines which has taken time away from 
completing the footprints of the mine where our permanet water rights ponds are located.










