
TCEQ Interoffice Memorandum 

Texas Commission on Environmental Quality 

To:  Office of the Chief Clerk 
 Texas Commission on Environmental Quality 
 
Thru:  Chris Kozlowski, Team Leader  
  Water Rights Permitting Team 
 
From: Lillian E. Beerman, Ph.D., Project Manager 
 Water Rights Permitting Team 

Date:  November 6, 2024 

Subject: Laguna Madre Water District 
 CN600647952, RN112043716 
 Application No. 14026 for a Temporary Water Use Permit 
 Texas Water Code § 11.138, Requiring Limited Mailed Notice 

 Port Isabel Channel Turning Basin, tributary of Laguna Madre, Nueces-
Rio Grande Coastal Basin 

 Cameron County 
 
The referenced application was received on September 11, 2024, and fees were 
received on September 24, 2024. Additional information was received on October 
11 and 21, 2024. The application was declared administratively complete and filed 
with the Office of the Chief Clerk on November 6, 2024. Limited mailed notice to 
the downstream water right holders of record in the Nueces-Rio Grande Coastal 
Basin is required pursuant to Title 30 Texas Administrative Code § 295.154; 
however, there are no downstream water right holders of record. 
 
All fees have been paid and the application is sufficient for filing. 
 

 

__________________________________ 
Lillian E. Beerman, Ph.D., Project Manager 
Water Rights Permitting Team 
Water Rights Permitting and Availability Section 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

OCC Mailed Notice Required    □ YES √NO 



Jon Niermann, Chairman 

Bobby Janecka, Commissioner 

Catarina R. Gonzales, Commissioner 

Kelly Keel, Executive Director 

TEXAS COMMISSION ON ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY 
Protecting Texas by Reducing and Preventing Pollution 

P.O. Box 13087   •   Austin, Texas 78711-3087   •   512-239-1000   •   tceq.texas.gov 

How is our customer service? tceq.texas.gov/customersurvey 
printed on recycled paper 

November 6, 2024 
 

Mr. Charles F. Ortiz, P.E.        VIA E-MAIL 
District Engineer 
Laguna Madre Water District 
105 Port Road 
Port Isabel, TX 78578-2404 
 
RE:  Laguna Madre Water District 
 WRTP 14026 
 CN600647952, RN112043716 
 Application No. 14026 for a Temporary Water Use Permit 
 Texas Water Code § 11.138, Requiring Limited Mailed Notice 

Port Isabel Channel Turning Basin, tributary of Laguna Madre, Nueces-Rio Grande 
Coastal Basin 

 Cameron County 
 
Dear Mr. Ortiz: 
 
This acknowledges receipt of fees, in the amount of $574.25 (Receipt No. M540653, copy 
attached), on September 24, 2024 and of additional information on October 11 and 21, 2024. 
 
The application was declared administratively complete and filed with the Office of the Chief 
Clerk on November 6, 2024. Staff will continue processing the application for consideration by 
the Executive Director. 
 
Please be advised that additional information may be requested during the technical review 
phase of the application process. 
 
If you have any questions concerning the application, please contact me at 
lillian.beerman@tceq.texas.gov or by phone at (512) 239-4019. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Lillian E. Beerman, Ph.D., Project Manager  
Water Rights Permitting Team 
Water Rights Permitting and Availability Section 
 
Attachment 
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Jon Niermann, Chairman 

Bobby Janecka, Commissioner 

Catarina R. Gonzales, Commissioner 

Kelly Keel, Executive Director 

TEXAS COMMISSION ON ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY 
Protecting Texas by Reducing and Preventing Pollution 

P.O. Box 13087   •   Austin, Texas 78711-3087   •   512-239-1000   •   tceq.texas.gov 

How is our customer service?     tceq.texas.gov/customersurvey 
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October 7, 2024 

 
Mr. Charles F. Ortiz, P.E.        VIA E-MAIL 
District Engineer 
Laguna Madre Water District 
105 Port Road 
Port Isabel, TX 78578-2404 
 
RE: Laguna Madre Water District 

WRTP 14026 
CN600647952, RN112043716 
Application No. 14026 for a Temporary Water Use Permit 
Texas Water Code § 11.138, Requiring Limited Mailed Notice 
Port Isabel Channel Turning Basin, tributary of Laguna Madre, Nueces-Rio Grande  

Coastal Basin 
Cameron County 

 
Dear Mr. Ortiz: 
 
This acknowledges receipt, on September 11, 2024, of the referenced application. 
 
A temporary permit may only be issued if there is surplus water available for use on a short-
term (temporary or ephemeral) basis in the source supply. During low flow conditions, which 
occur during a drought or periods of limited rainfall, all water in the basin will be required for 
existing senior water rights and there is no presumption of any surplus flows. 
 
Additional information and fees are required before the application can be declared 
administratively complete. 

 
1. Indicate the measures the applicant will take to avoid impingement and entrainment of 

aquatic organisms (ex. Screens on any new diversion structure that is not already 
authorized in a water right). Refer to pages 28-29 from the Instructions for Completing the 
Water Right Permitting Application (Form TCEQ-10214A-inst) for assistance in developing 
your response. 

 
2. Remit fees in the amount of $ 574.25 as described below. Please make the check payable 

to the TCEQ or Texas Commission on Environmental Quality. 
 

 
Filing Fee (WRTP = > 10 acre-feet) $    250.00 
Recording Fee 
Use Fee 

($1.25 x 1 page) 
($1.00 x 323 acre-feet) 

$ 
$ 

       1.25 
   323.00 

TOTAL FEES 
 

$    574.25 
FEES RECEIVED 

 
$        0.00 

TOTAL FEES DUE 
 

$    574.25 

 
 



Mr. Charles F. Ortiz, P.E. 
Laguna Madre Water District 
Application No. 14026 
October 7, 2024 
Page 2 of 2 
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Please submit the requested information and fees by November 6, 2024, or the application may 
be returned pursuant to Title 30 Texas Administrative Code § 281.18. 
 
Additional information will be required prior to completion of technical review.  
 
1. Provide a completed Public Involvement Plan Form for Permit and Registration 

Applications (TCEQ-20960), copy attached.  
 
If you have any questions concerning this matter, please contact me via email at 
lillian.beerman@tceq.texas.gov or by telephone at (512) 239-4019. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Lillian E. Beerman, Ph.D., Project Manager 
Water Rights Permitting Team 
Water Rights Permitting and Availability 
 
Attachment 











   

 
 
 

 
September 10, 2024          

 

Water Rights Permitting & Availability Section 

Texas Commission on Environmental Quality  

P.O. Box 13087 

Austin, Texas 78711-3087 

 

Re:  Laguna Madre Water District (LMWD) 

 Seawater Desalination Project  

            Application for a Temporary Water Use Permit (Form TCEQ 10202 revision 3/2010) 

         

Dear Water Rights Permitting & Availability Section: 

The Laguna Madre Water District (LMWD) is a popular tourist destination known for its beaches, fishing, 

bird watching, and golf.  For many years, the LMWD has kept pace with population growth while being 

subject to heavy seasonal peak demands. The LMWD has been actively exploring the options of brackish 

groundwater, seawater, and wastewater reuse as an alternative source for raw water.  The only alternatives 

that can meet current and future water demands would be brackish or seawater desalination.  The due 

diligence conducted in a feasibility study with the Bureau of Reclamation identifies seawater desalination 

as the most cost-effective option.  Seawater Desalination offers operational flexibility, allowing for the 

blending of river and seawater.  Moreover, in scenarios where river water availability is constrained or 

eliminated in the future, seawater desalination provides a sustainable alternative, ensuring the District's 

water security independent of single-source dependency. 

 

The attached Application for a Temporary Water Use Permit (Form TCEQ 10202 revision 3/2010) is 

provided for your review and approval and was prepared for Laguna Madre Water District. A Pilot Plant 

Study (PPS) Protocols was submitted under separate correspondence to TCEQ which provides a detailed 

description of the pilot plant configuration that will be used to treat seawater obtained from the Lower 

Laguna Madre at the Port Isabel-San Benito Navigation District Turning Basin and produce drinking water 

meeting all Federal, State, and local water quality requirements. 

 

Please let us know if you have any questions or require additional information. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

 

Jesus Leal, P.E. 

Principal 









 

	
2000	Port	Road		|		Port	Isabel,	Texas	78578	

 

	
July	30,	2024	
	
To	Whom	It	May	Concern:	
	
PILOT	Terminal	facility	at	Port	Isabel	is	providing	access	to	Laguna	Madre	Water	District	(“LMWD”)	
and	NorrisLeal	engineering	to	utilize	our	dock	to	install	a	temporary	intake	pipe	that	will	be	
connected	to	the	pilot-program	equipment	located	across	Port	Road	on	adjacent	property	of	Texas	
Pack.		The	access	agreement	will	include	authorization	to	access	our	facility	for	the	purpose	of	
operation	and	maintenance	of	the	intake	and	equipment	during	the	period	of	the	pilot-program	
operation.	
	
Best	regards,	

	
Scott	Brown	–	CEO	




