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August 15, 2024 
Mr. Eugene Vaughan                                                                      VIA-EMAIL  
Jones Galligan Key & Lozano LLP
PO Box 1247 
Weslaco, TX 78599-1247 
   
RE: Rio River Ranch LLC

ADJ 2757
CN606024651, RN101483717
Application No. 23-2757A to Amend Certificate of Adjudication No. 23-2757
Texas Water Code §§ 11.122, 11.085, Not Requiring Notice
Rio Grande, Rio Grande Basin, Nueces River Basin, and Nueces - Rio Grande  

Coastal Basin
Val Verde, Kinney, Maverick, Webb, Zapata, Starr, Hidalgo, and Cameron Counties
   

Dear Mr. Vaughan: 

This acknowledges receipt, on August 6, 2024, of the referenced application and of fees in the 
amount of $112.50 (Receipt No. M420008, copy attached). 

The application was declared administratively complete and filed with the Office of the Chief 
Clerk on August 15, 2024. Staff will continue processing the application for consideration by 
the Executive Director. 

Please be advised that additional information may be requested during the technical review 
phase of the application process. 

Please be aware that the amendment request to add uses to Certificate of Adjudication No. 23-
2757 may result in annual Water Use Assessment Fees (WUF). For more detailed information on 
these fees, see the enclosed Frequently Asked Questions fact sheet or contact the Water Quality 
Monitoring & Assessment Section at (512) 239-3838. 

If you have any questions concerning the application, please contact me via email at 
jenna.rollins@tceq.texas.gov or by phone at 512-239-1845. 

Sincerely, 

Jenna Rollins, Program Support Coordinator 
Water Rights Permitting and Availability Section 
Water Availability Division 

Attachments 
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Fee Descri.e,tion 

WTR USE PERMITS 

Fee Code 
Account# 

Account Name 

WUP 

WUP 

WATER USE PERMITS 
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Ref#l 

Ref#2 
Paid In By 

M420008 

ADJ232757 

JONES 
GALLIGAN 
KEY&: 
LOZANO LLP 

Check Number CC T�e 

Card Auth. Tran Code 
User Data Rec Code 

28382 

080524 N 

VHERNAND CK 

Slip Key 

Document# Tran Date 

BS00110373 05-AUG-24 

D4803400 

Total (Fee Code): 

Grand Total: 

ECE1VEDAUG 06 202'1
. I Water AvaifabiJ!ty Divis/on

Tran Amount 

-$112.50 

-$112.50 

-$5,795.71 
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Water Use Assessment Fee (WUF) 
Frequently Asked Questions 

What Is This Fee? 

The Water Use Assessment Fee is a fee that is assessed annually on applicable water rights 
permits. Texas Water Code, §26.0135 & 26.0291 authorizes the TCEQ to establish fees to 
recover the reasonable costs of water quality assessment programs from wastewater and 
water right permit holders. TCEQ rules, Title 30 Texas Administrative Code (TAC), §21.1- 
21.4, set out the methodology for assessing water use fees, described below. 

 
Why are you billed? 

If you hold a water right and do not fall under an exemption, then you are subject to the 
Water Use Assessment Fee. Unless the water right is amended to fall under an exemption, 
you will be billed for this water right on an annual basis. 

 
Amendments can also make a water right that was not previously billed now billable. If you 
have not been billed in the past but are now receiving a WUF invoice, this is most likely 
because your water right has been amended and is now considered billable. 

 
If the water under your water right is being sold to a wastewater treatment plant that pays 
the Consolidated Water Quality Fee, and you can provide proof of these sales, please contact 
us using the information at the end of this document. 

 
What are reasons for exemption? 

Exemptions are listed in 30 TAC, § 21.3(c). Exemptions from the Water Use Assessment Fee 
include: municipal or industrial water rights directly associated with a facility that is 
assessed a Consolidated Water Quality Fee; agriculture (irrigation) water rights; non- 
priority hydroelectric water rights for a facility with a capacity of less than 2 megawatts; 
consumptive authorization less than 250 acre-feet; and non-consumptive authorization less 
than 2,500 acre-feet. 

 
How Is the Fee Assessed? 

Fees are based on the authorized annual use, not actual use. The total fee is the sum of the 
separate fees for each authorized water use in each of the following categories for each 
permit. 

 
The fee rate of $0.385 per acre-foot per year applies to authorized consumptive use 
(municipal, industrial, or mining purposes) if the specified limit is more than 250 acre-feet 
per year. 

 
The fee rate of $0.021 per acre-foot per year applies to authorized non-consumptive use 
(including hydroelectric and some recreation) if the specified limit is more than 2,500 acre- 
feet per year. 

 
The maximum water use fee for a single permit is $127,770, which may be adjusted annually 
using the latest Consumer Price Index. 

How are Diversion Amounts Distributed Among Uses? 

For permits with multiple uses that do not specify the amount per use, the total authorized 
amount is divided equally among all uses. 



Example: 10,000 ac-ft for irrigation, municipal, industrial, and mining 
10,000/4 = 2,500 ac-ft per use 
Irrigation is exempt; municipal not billed because wastewater treatment plant 
that uses the water pays the Consolidated Water Quality Fee; industrial billed 
$962.50 for 2,500 ac-ft; mining billed $962.50 for 2,500 ac-ft. 

 
Why do I have Multiple Invoice Numbers? 

Multiple invoice numbers are generated when the water right has multiple uses such as 
municipal (code 1), industrial (code 2), and mining (code 4). The bill is divided by use for 
accounting purposes. 

 
What If I Have More Than One Account? 

You may send all your payments in one envelope, but please enclose a separate check for 
each coupon. Do not send a check for the total amount. If the number of checks does not 
equal the number of coupons, the agency will be unable to determine which accounts to 
credit. Also, TCEQ will not be able to process your transactions by the automated process, 
and your account may not be credited in time to avoid late fees. 

 
Where Do I Get More Information? 

For copies of the fee rules (30 TAC, §21.1-21.4), refer to the TCEQ rules from the Texas 
Administrative Code on the Secretary of State’s web site at www.sos.state.tx.us. To learn 
more about the fee, please visit: 

https://www.tceq.texas.gov/agency/financial/fees/water-related-fees 
 

For billing and account balance information, call the TCEQ’s Financial Administration 
Division, Revenue Section at (512) 239-0369. 

 
If you have any questions about the Water Use Assessment Fee or the rates for your water 
right, contact the Water Quality Monitoring & Assessment Section at (512) 239-3838, or via 
email at wateruse@tceq.texas.gov, or write to: 

 
Texas Commission on Environmental Quality 
Water Quality Monitoring & Assessment, MC 234 
Water Use Fees 
P.O. Box 13087 
Austin, TX 78711-3087 


































































































