
TCEQ Interoffice Memorandum 

Texas Commission on Environmental Quality 

TO: Office of the Chief Clerk 
Texas Commission on Environmental Quality 

THRU:  Chris Kozlowski, Team Leader 
Water Rights Permitting Team 

FROM: Natalia Ponebshek, Project Manager 
Water Rights Permitting Team 

DATE: October 31, 2023 

SUBJECT: Santa Cruz Irrigation District No. 15  
ADJ 804  
CN600693634, RN101658599  
Application No. 23-804H to Amend Certificate of Adjudication No. 23-

804  
Texas Water Code §§ 11.122, 11.085, Not Requiring Notice  
Rio Grande, Rio Grande Basin, Nueces River Basin, and Nueces-Rio 

Grande Coastal Basin   
Val Verde, Kinney, Maverick, Webb, Zapata, Starr, Hidalgo, Cameron, 

and Dimmit Counties  

The application was received on July 17, 2023 and fees were received on August 
15, 2023. Additional information was received on October 27, 2023. The application 
was declared administratively complete and accepted for filing with the Office of the 
Chief Clerk on October 31, 2023. No notice is required pursuant to Title 30 Texas 
Administrative Code § 303.42(2) and § 295.155(d)(4). 

All fees have been paid and the application is sufficient for filing. 

_________________________ 
Natalia Ponebshek, Project Manager 
Water Rights Permitting Team 
Water Rights Permitting and Availability Section 

CC Mailed Notice Required    □YES   □NO 



Jon Niermann, Chairman 

Emily Lindley, Commissioner 

Bobby Janecka, Commissioner 

Kelly Keel, Interim Executive Director 

TEXAS COMMISSION ON ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY 
Protecting Texas by Reducing and Preventing Pollution 

P.O. Box 13087   •   Austin, Texas 78711-3087   •   512-239-1000   •   tceq.texas.gov 

How is our customer service? tceq.texas.gov/customersurvey 
printed on recycled paper 

October 31, 2023 
 

Mr. Jose A. Hinojosa, General Manager      VIA E-MAIL   
Santa Cruz Irrigation District 15  
P.O. Box 599    
Edinburg, TX 78540-0599  
  
RE:  Santa Cruz Irrigation District No. 15   

ADJ 804  
CN600693634, RN101658599  
Application No. 23-804H to Amend Certificate of Adjudication No. 23-804  
Texas Water Code §§ 11.122, 11.085, Not Requiring Notice  
Rio Grande, Rio Grande Basin, Nueces River Basin, and Nueces-Rio Grande Coastal Basin   
Val Verde, Kinney, Maverick, Webb, Zapata, Starr, Hidalgo, Cameron, and Dimmit 

Counties   
 

Dear Mr. Hinojosa: 
 
This acknowledges receipt, on October 27, 2023, of additional information. 
 
The application was declared administratively complete and filed with the Office of the Chief 
Clerk on October 31, 2023. Staff will continue processing the application for consideration by 
the Executive Director.   
  
Please be advised that additional information may be requested during the technical review 
phase of the application process.  
  
If you have any questions concerning this matter, please contact me via email at 
natalia.ponebshek@tceq.texas.gov or by telephone at (512) 239-4641.   
  
Sincerely,   
   
 
  
Natalia Ponebshek, Project Manager  
Water Rights Permitting Team   
Water Rights Permitting and Availability Section   
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Natalia Ponebshek

From: Eugene Vaughan 
Sent: Friday, October 27, 2023 4:34 PM
To: Jose Hinojosa; Jenna Rollins
Cc: Sarah Segura; Chris Kozlowski; Humberto Galvan; Natalia Ponebshek
Subject: RE: Santa Cruz Irrigation District No. 15, Application No. 23-804H
Attachments: Santa_Cruz_Irrigation_District_15_23-804H_RFI_Sent_10.26.23.pdf; Map of Downstream 

Reach.pdf

Jenna, 
 
Good afternoon. 
 
Jose Hinojosa from Santa Cruz Irrigation District 15 (the "District") sent the attached RFI over to us yesterday. 
On behalf of the District, I hereby confirm that the District is requesting an exempt interbasin transfer pursuant 
to Texas Water Code Section 11.085(v)(4) to those portions of the counties listed in the letter that are located 
within the Nueces River Basin. Further, I have attached a USGS 7.5-minute topographic map (or equivalent) 
for the downstream limit of the diversion reach. 
 
If you need anything further, please do not hesitate to contact me. 
 
Gene 
 
 
 
Eugene R. Vaughan, III 
Attorney at-law 
  
Jones, Galligan, Key & Lozano, L.L.P. 
2300 West Pike Blvd., Suite 300 
P.O. Drawer 1247 
Weslaco, Texas 78599-1247 
Website: www.jgkl.com 
Switchboard: (956) 968-5402 
Direct Line: (956) 973-1138 
Fax: (956) 968-6089 
 
Brownsville Office: 
1400 East Madison, Suite 4 
Brownsville, Texas 78520 
Phone:  (956) 621-0710 
  

 
* * * Notice * * * 
CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE - This e-mail is covered by the Electronic Communications Privacy Act, 18 U.S.C. Sections 2510-2521 and is legally privileged. The 
information contained in this e-mail is intended only for use of the individual or entity named above. If the reader of this message is not the intended recipient, or 
the employee or agent responsible for delivering it to the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any dissemination, distr bution or copying of this 
communication is strictly prohibited. If you have received this communication in error, please immediately notify us by telephone (Collect [956] 968-5402), and 
destroy the original message. Thank you. 
 
 
 
-----Original Message----- 
From: Jose Hinojosa   
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Sent: Thursday, October 26, 2023 11:48 AM 
To: Eugene Vaughan > 
Cc: Jerry Ahrens <  
Subject: Fwd: Santa Cruz Irrigation District No. 15, Application No. 23-804H 
 
CAUTION: This email originated from outside the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless 
you recognize the sender and know the content is safe. 
 
Mr. Vaughn (Gene), please review the attached response from TCEQ, and be so as to respond 
accordingly.  Let us know if you need additional information from us. 
Thank you. 
Joe 
Joe Hinojosa, REM 
Santa Cruz Irrigation District # 15 
956-383-3441 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
---------- Forwarded message --------- 
From: Jenna Rollins <Jenna.Rollins@tceq.texas.gov> 
Date: Thu, Oct 26, 2023 at 10:33 AM 
Subject: Santa Cruz Irrigation District No. 15, Application No. 23-804H 
To:  
Cc: Chris Kozlowski <chris.kozlowski@tceq.texas.gov>, Humberto Galvan 
<Humberto.Galvan@tceq.texas.gov>, Natalia Ponebshek <Natalia.Ponebshek@tceq.texas.gov> 
 
 
Good morning Mr. Hinojosa, 
 
 
 
Please see the attached request for information letter for Santa Cruz Irrigation District No. 15, application No. 
23-804H, and provide a response by November 27, 2023. 
 
 
 
Thank you, 
 
Jenna Rollins, Project Manager 
 
Water Rights Permitting Team 
 
Water Rights Permitting and Availability Section 
 
512-239-1845 
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Natalia Ponebshek

From: Jenna Rollins
Sent: Thursday, October 26, 2023 12:08 PM
To: Natalia Ponebshek
Subject: FW: Santa Cruz Irrigation District No. 15, Application No. 23-804H

 
 
-----Original Message----- 
From: Jose Hinojosa   
Sent: Thursday, October 26, 2023 11:41 AM 
To: Jenna Rollins <Jenna.Rollins@tceq.texas.gov> 
Subject: Re: Santa Cruz Irriga on District No. 15, Applica on No. 23-804H 
 
Received and noted with thanks. 
Joe Hinojosa, REM 
Santa Cruz Irriga on District # 15 
956-383-3441 

 
 

 
 
 
 
On Thu, Oct 26, 2023 at 10:33 AM Jenna Rollins <Jenna.Rollins@tceq.texas.gov> wrote: 
> 
> Good morning Mr. Hinojosa, 
> 
> 
> 
> Please see the a ached request for informa on le er for Santa Cruz Irriga on District No. 15, applica on No. 23-804H, 
and provide a response by November 27, 2023. 
> 
> 
> 
> Thank you, 
> 
> Jenna Rollins, Project Manager 
> 
> Water Rights Permi ng Team 
> 
> Water Rights Permi ng and Availability Sec on 
> 
> 512-239-1845 
> 
> 



Jon Niermann, Chairman 

Emily Lindley, Commissioner 

Bobby Janecka, Commissioner 

Kelly Keel, Interim Executive Director 

TEXAS COMMISSION ON ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY 
Protecting Texas by Reducing and Preventing Pollution

P.O. Box 13087   •   Austin, Texas 78711-3087   •   512-239-1000   •   tceq.texas.gov 

How is our customer service? tceq.texas.gov/customersurvey 
printed on recycled paper 

October 26, 2023

Mr. Jose A. Hinojosa, General Manager VIA E-MAIL 
Santa Cruz Irrigation District 15 
P.O. Box 599 
Edinburg, TX 78540-0599 

RE: Santa Cruz Irrigation District No. 15  
ADJ 804 
CN600693634, RN101658599 
Application No. 23-804H to Amend Certificate of Adjudication No. 23-804 
Texas Water Code § 11.122, Not Requiring Notice 
Rio Grande, Rio Grande Basin, Nueces River Basin, and Nueces-Rio Grande Coastal Basin 
Val Verde, Kinney, Maverick, Webb, Zapata, Starr, Hidalgo, Cameron, and Dimmit 

Counties 

Dear Mr. Hinojosa: 

This acknowledges receipt, on July 17, 2023, of the referenced application, and on August 15, 
2023, of fees, in the amount of $112.50 (Receipt No. M319668, copy attached). 

Additional information is required before the application can be declared administratively 
complete. 

1. Confirm that the application is requesting an exempt interbasin transfer pursuant to Texas
Water Code § 11.085(v)(4) for the 5,000 acre-feet of Class A water for mining purposes to
those portions of Kinney, Maverick, Dimmit, and Webb counties located within the Nueces
River Basin.

2. Provide a revised USGS 7.5-minute topographic map (or equivalent) for the downstream
limit of the diversion reach. Staff notes the map provided in the application does not clearly
show the location of the proposed downstream point.

Please provide the requested information by November 27, 2023 or the application may be 
returned pursuant to Title 30 Texas Administrative Code § 281.18. 

If you have any questions concerning this matter, please contact me via email at 
natalia.ponebshek@tceq.texas.gov or by telephone at (512) 239-4641.  

Sincerely, 

Natalia Ponebshek, Project Manager 
Water Rights Permitting Team  
Water Rights Permitting and Availability Section 

Attachment 

for
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Total (Fee Code): 

Grand Total: 

Tran Amount 

-$112. 50 

-$112.50 

-$18,799.02 
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