
TCEQ Interoffice Memorandum 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 Texas Commission on Environmental Quality 

 

TO:             Office of the Chief Clerk    
Texas Commission on Environmental Quality  

  
THRU:         Chris Kozlowski, Team Leader  

Water Rights Permitting Team  
  
FROM:         Natalia Ponebshek, Project Manager  

Water Rights Permitting Team  
  
DATE:          June 16, 2022 
  
SUBJECT:    U.S. Department of the Interior, Fish and Wildlife Service  

ADJ 126  
CN604891879, RN102642352  
Application No. 23-126M to Sever its Water Rights from Certificate of 

Adjudication Nos. 23-107, 23-226, 23-268, and 23-427 and 
Combine them with and Amend Certificate of Adjudication No. 23-
126  

Texas Water Code §§ 11.122, 11.085, Not Requiring Notice  
Rio Grande, Rio Grande Basin and Nueces-Rio Grande Coastal Basin    
Cameron, Hidalgo, and Starr counties  

   
The application and fees were received on April 4, 2022. Additional information was 
received on April 27, May 10, and May 25, 2022. The application was declared 
administratively complete and accepted for filing with the Office of the Chief Clerk 
on June 16, 2022. Notice is not required pursuant to Title 30 Texas Administrative 
Code § 295.158(c)(1).  
  
All fees have been paid and the application is sufficient for filing.  
  
  
  
_________________________  
Natalia Ponebshek, Project Manager   
Water Rights Permitting Team  
Water Rights Permitting and Availability Section  
Texas Commission on Environmental Quality 

  

  

OCC Mailed Notice Required     □ YES        ☒ NO 



Jon Niermann, Chairman 

Emily Lindley, Commissioner 

Bobby Janecka, Commissioner 

Toby Baker, Executive Director 

 

 

TEXAS COMMISSION ON ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY 
Protecting Texas by Reducing and Preventing Pollution 

June 16, 2022 
     
Mr. Imer de la Garza, Manager        VIA E-MAIL   
U.S. Department of the Interior, Fish and Wildlife Service  
3325 Green Jay Road  
Alamo, TX 78516  
 
RE:      U.S. Department of the Interior, Fish and Wildlife Service  

ADJ 126  
CN604891879, RN102642352  
Application No. 23-126M to Sever its Water Rights from Certificate of Adjudication Nos. 

23-107, 23-226, 23-268, and 23-427 and Combine them with and Amend Certificate 
of Adjudication No. 23-126  

Texas Water Code §§ 11.122, 11.085, Not Requiring Notice  
Rio Grande, Rio Grande Basin and Nueces-Rio Grande Coastal Basin    
Cameron, Hidalgo, and Starr counties 

    
Dear Mr. de la Garza: 
 
This acknowledges receipt, on May 25, 2022, of additional information. 
 
The application was declared administratively complete and filed with the Office of the Chief 
Clerk on June 16, 2022. Staff will continue processing the application for consideration by the 
Executive Director.  
 
Please be advised that additional information may be requested during the technical review 
phase of the application process. 
 
If you have any questions concerning the application, please contact me via email at 
Natalia.Ponebshek@tceq.texas.gov or by telephone at (512) 239-4641.   
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Natalia Ponebshek, Project Manager  
Water Rights Permitting Team 
Water Rights Permitting and Availability Section 
Texas Commission on Environmental Quality 
 
 
 
 
 





Jon Niermann, Chairman 

Emily Lindley, Commissioner 

Bobby Janecka, Commissioner 

Toby Baker, Executive Director 

TEXAS COMMISSION ON ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY 
Protecting Texas by Reducing and Preventing Pollution 

P.O. Box 13087   •   Austin, Texas 78711-3087   •   512-239-1000   •   tceq.texas.gov 

How is our customer service? tceq.texas.gov/customersurvey 
printed on recycled paper 

 

May 24, 2022 
   

Mr. Imer de la Garza, Manager       VIA E-MAIL  
U.S. Department of the Interior, Fish and Wildlife Service 
3325 Green Jay Road 
Alamo, TX 78516 
 
RE: U.S. Department of the Interior, Fish and Wildlife Service 

ADJ 126 
CN604891879, RN102642352 
Application No. 23-126M to Sever its Water Rights from Certificate of Adjudication Nos. 

23-107, 23-226, 23.268, and 23-427 and Combine them with and Amend Certificate 
of Adjudication No. 23-126 

Texas Water Code §§ 11.122, 11.085, Not Requiring Notice 
Rio Grande, Rio Grande Basin and Nueces-Rio Grande Coastal Basin   
Cameron, Hidalgo, and Starr counties 
  

Dear Mr. de la Garza:  
 
This acknowledges receipt, on April 27 and May 10, 2022, of additional information. 
  
Before the application can be declared administratively complete, confirm the 
location of the proposed upstream diversion point shown on the attached map.  
  
Please provide the requested information by June 23, 2022, or the application may be returned 
pursuant to Title 30 Texas Administrative Code § 281.18.  
 
If you have any questions concerning this matter, please contact me via email at 
natalia.ponebshek@tceq.texas.gov or by telephone at (512) 239-4641.  
 
Sincerely,  
  
 
 
Natalia Ponebshek, Project Manager 
Water Rights Permitting Team  
Water Rights Permitting and Availability Section  
Texas Commission on Environmental Quality 
 
Attachment 
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Natalia Ponebshek

From: DeLaGarza, Imer 
Sent: Tuesday, May 10, 2022 10:18 AM
To: Natalia Ponebshek
Subject: Application Summary
Attachments: Application Summary.doc

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

Natalia, 
 
Attached is the Application Summary as requested.  I appreciate all your help with this application.  Thank you 
 
Imer de la Garza - Refuge Manager 
Santa Ana National Wildlife Refuge 
(956) 784-7561 



 

 

 United States Department of the Interior 
 

FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE 
 

 South Texas Refuge Complex 
3325 Green Jay Road, Alamo, TX  78516 

(956) 784-7500;  (956) 787-8338 Fax 
 

 

 

 

Natalia Ponebshek, 
 

Application Summary 
 
The United States of America (USA) - Department of the Interior (DOI) - Fish & Wildlife 
Service (FWS) purchased in fee, simple title to the surface estate, totaling 3,361.492 acres of 
land in Cameron County together with 1,000 acre-feet of Class A water rights under Certificate 
of Adjudication No. 23-268A single use certificate for irrigation; 1,000 acre-feet of Class B 
water rights under Certificate of Adjudication No. 23-226A single use certificate for irrigation; 
and 250 acre-feet of Class B water rights under Certificate of Adjudication No. 23-107 single use 
certificate for irrigation. 
 
The United States of America (USA) - Department of the Interior (DOI) - Fish & Wildlife 
Service (FWS) purchased in fee surface estate, totaling 87.57 acres of land in Tract 329 of the 
Partition of Porciones 38, 39, and 40 in Hidalgo County together with 12.5 acre-feet of Class B 
water rights under Certificate of Adjudication No. 23-427A single use certificate for irrigation.    
 
The (USA)-(DOI)-(FWS) as owner wants to sever the above listed Certificate of Adjudication 
Nos. 23-268A, 23-226A, 23-107, and 23-427A single use certificate for irrigation and combine it 
with our consolidated Certificate of Adjudication No. 23-126 multiple use certificate (irrigation, 
recreational and in-stream use). 
 
With this consolidation, the (USA)-(DOI)-(FWS) wants to change the existing purpose of use 
(irrigation) to the proposed purpose of use (irrigation, recreational, and in-stream use). 
 
With this consolidation the (USA)-(DOI)-(FWS) wants to change the existing place of use to the 
proposed place of use to include all said (USA)-(DOI)-(FWS) Refuge properties in Cameron, 
Hidalgo, and Starr Counties. 
 
Thank you, 
 
Imer de la Garza 
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(512) 239-4641 
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Natalia Ponebshek

From: Natalia Ponebshek
Sent: Wednesday, April 27, 2022 3:00 PM
To: DeLaGarza, Imer
Subject: U.S. Department of the Interior Fish and Wildlife Service App No. 23-126M RFI
Attachments: us_department_of_fish_and_wildlife_service_23-126M_RFI_1_Sent_4.27.2022.pdf

Please find the attached request for information for the abovementioned application. Please let me know if you have 
any questions. A response is due by May 27, 2022. 
  
Thank you, 
  
Natalia Ponebshek, Project Manager 
Water Rights Permitting Team 
Water Rights Permitting and Availability Section 
(512) 239-4641 
 



Jon Niermann, Chairman 

Emily Lindley, Commissioner 

Bobby Janecka, Commissioner 

Toby Baker, Executive Director 

TEXAS COMMISSION ON ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY 
Protecting Texas by Reducing and Preventing Pollution 

P.O. Box 13087   •   Austin, Texas 78711-3087   •   512-239-1000   •   tceq.texas.gov 

How is our customer service? tceq.texas.gov/customersurvey 
printed on recycled paper 

 

April 27, 2022 
   

Mr. Imer De La Garza, Manager       VIA E-MAIL  
US Department of the Interior, Fish and Wildlife Service 
3325 Green Jay Road 
Alamo, TX 78516 
 
RE: US Department of the Interior Fish and Wildlife Service 

ADJ 126 
CN604891879, RN102642352 
Application No. 23-126M to Sever its water rights from Certificate of Adjudication Nos. 

23-107, 23-226, 23.268, and 23-427 and Combine it with and Amend Certificate of 
Adjudication No. 23-126 

Texas Water Code §§ 11.122, 11.085, Not Requiring Notice 
Rio Grande, Rio Grande Basin and Nueces-Rio Grande Coastal Basin   
Cameron, Hidalgo, and Starr counties 
  

Dear Mr. De La Garza:  
 
This acknowledges receipt, on April 4, 2022, of the referenced application, and fees in the 
amount of $512.50 (Check Nos. 566489, 566490, 566497, 566498, and 566504, copies 
attached). 
  
Additional information is required before the application can be declared administratively 
complete.  
  
1. Provide the summary of request referenced on Page 2 of the Administrative Information 

Report.  
 
2. Provide a USGS 7.5-minute topographic map (or equivalent) with the locations of the 

upstream limit and downstream limit of the diversion reach clearly marked.  
 

Please provide the requested information by May 27, 2022 or the application may be returned 
pursuant to Title 30 TAC Code § 281.18.  
 
If you have any questions concerning this matter, please contact me via email at 
natalia.ponebshek@tceq.texas.gov or by telephone at (512) 239-4641.  
 
Sincerely,  
  
 
 

Natalia Ponebshek, Project Manager 
Water Rights Permitting Team  
Water Rights Permitting and Availability Section  
Texas Commission on Environmental Quality 
 
Attachment 
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From: DeLaGarza, Imer
To: Natalia Ponebshek
Subject: Amendment to a Water Right
Date: Thursday, April 7, 2022 12:48:08 PM

Natalia,

This email serves as notice that I wish to delete the "See attachment Summary of Request"
from the Administrative Information Report that was sent to you for an amendment to a
water right.  Thank you

Imer de la Garza - Refuge Manager
Santa Ana National Wildlife Refuge
(956) 784-7561
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