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Texas Commission on Environmental Quality 

 

TO: Office of the Chief Clerk    
Texas Commission on Environmental Quality  

  
THRU: Chris Kozlowski, Team Leader  

Water Rights Permitting Team  
  
FROM:         Heather Zuo, Project Manager  

Water Rights Permitting Team  
  
DATE:          January 28, 2025 
  
SUBJECT: White Oak Resources VI, LLC 
 ADJ 68 

CN605244730, RN103137576 
Application to Abandon a Portion of Certificate of Adjudication  

No. 23-68G 
Texas Water Code § 5.122, Not Requiring Notice  
Rio Grande, Rio Grande River Basin  
Zapata County 

 
The application was received on January 8, 2025. The application was declared 
administratively complete and accepted for filing with the Office of the Chief Clerk 
on January 28, 2025. No notice pursuant to Title 30 Texas Administrative Code § 
295.175. 
  
No fees are applicable, and the application is sufficient for filing.  
  
  
  
________________________ 
Heather Zuo, Project Manager   
Water Rights Permitting Team  
Water Rights Permitting and Availability Section  
  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

OCC Mailed Notice Required     ☐ YES        ☒ NO 



Brooke T. Paup, Chairwoman 

Bobby Janecka, Commissioner 

Catarina R. Gonzales, Commissioner 

Kelly Keel, Executive Director 
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January 28, 2025 
     
Mr. Christopher R. Murray  VIA E-MAIL  
White Oak Resources VI, LLC 
602 Sawyer St., Suite 400 
Houston, TX 77007-7510 
 
RE:      White Oak Resources VI, LLC  
 ADJ 68 

CN605244730, RN103137576 
Application to Abandon a Portion of Certificate of Adjudication No. 23-68G 
Texas Water Code § 5.122, Not Requiring Notice  
Rio Grande, Rio Grande River Basin 
Zapata County 

    
Dear Mr. Murray: 
 
This acknowledges receipt on January 8, 2025, of the referenced application. 
 
The application was declared administratively complete and filed with the Office of the Chief 
Clerk on January 28, 2025. Staff will continue processing the application for consideration by the 
Executive Director.  
 
Please be advised that additional information may be requested during the technical review 
phase of the application process. 
 
If you have any questions concerning the application, please contact me via email at 
Heather.Zuo@tceq.texas.gov or by telephone at (512) 239-4636.   
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Heather Zuo, Project Manager  
Water Rights Permitting Team 
Water Rights Permitting and Availability Section 
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IN THE UNITED STATES BANKRUPTCY COURT
FOR THE SOUTHERN DISTRICT OF TEXAS

VICTORIA DIVISION

In re: 

WHITE OAK RESOURCES VI, LLC, 
,1

Debtors.

§
§ 
§ 
§ 
§ 
§

Case No. 23-60043
          (Chapter 7) 
          (Jointly Administered)       

ORDER AUTHORIZING THE TRUSTEE 
TO ABANDON TEXAS ASSETS 

(This Order relates to Docket No. 166) 

The Court, having considered the Trustee’s Motion for Authority to Abandon Texas Assets (the 

“Motion”)2, any objections made, and any arguments or evidence presented, finds that: (a) notice of 

the Motion was sufficient or not required under the circumstances; (b) the relief requested is warranted 

and appropriate; (c) the Texas Wells along with their associated regulatory, engineering, and other 

operationally related data, and any misc. items and equipment associated with the operation of the 

Texas Wells, (collectively, the “Texas Assets”), are a burden to the Estates and have minimal to no 

benefit or value to the Estates; (d) abandonment of the Texas Assets would not contravene the statutes 

or regulations of the State of Texas designed to protect the public health or safety, as required by 

Midlantic Nat. Bank v. New Jersey Dept. of Environmental Protection, 474 U.S. 494 (1986); (e) the State of 

Texas was notified of the abandonment of the Texas Assets through the appropriate department(s) 

and agencies; (f) the State of Texas, upon receipt of notice, did not file any response or objections, or 

take a position on the disposition of the Texas Assets, through either a filed pleading or by attending 

1 The Debtors in the chapter 7 cases, along with the last four digits of each Debtors’ federal tax identification number are: 
(i) White Oak Resources VI, LLC (0761) Case No. 23-60043; (ii) WO Resources Holdings VI, LLC (7660) Case No. 23-
60044; and (iii) White Oak Operating Company, LLC (7786) Case No. 23-60045.
2 Capitalized terms used but not otherwise defined herein are intended to have the same meaning as defined in the Motion.
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a hearing, if any, on this matter; (g) abandonment of the Texas Assets is in the best interests of the 

Estates, their creditors, and parties-in-interest; and (h) good causes exists to grant the Motion.

Accordingly, it is ORDERED that:

1. The Trustee is authorized to abandon any and all of the Debtors’ interests in the Texas

Assets pursuant to 11 U.S.C. § 554. 

2. The State of Texas and their agents are granted full and unfettered access to all of the 

Texas  Assets for the purposes of protecting the health, safety and welfare of the citizens and property 

located on or in the proximity of any of the Texas Assets and its operations.

3. The State of Texas and their agents are granted access and entry easements to the

Texas Assets.  

4. Upon entry of this Order, the State of Texas, pursuant to an exercise of their rights 

granted by this Order, shall notify the Trustee within 7-days of the entry of this Order, as to the 

treatment and handling of the electronic and physical data, documents, or other information associated 

with the operations of the Texas Assets (the “Operational Data”). The State of Texas may direct the 

Trustee to:

a. provide access to the physical location of where any or all Operational Data in 
physical form (hard copies) in the Estates’ current possession and control, are 
stored, so that the State of Texas  may take the Operational Data into its possession 
and control. The State of Texas shall be responsible to pay any costs associated 
with any request for the Estates to store such Operational Data until the State of 
Texas takes it into their possession or control; and/or 

b. provide access to some or all of the electronically available Operational Data in 
the Estates’ current possession and control or may request that the Estates send 
the State of Texas the electronically available Operational Data. The State of Texas 
shall be responsible to pay any costs associated with any request for the Estates to 
store such Operational Data until the State of Texas takes it into their possession 
or control, including any costs associated with providing a copy of any such 
Operational Data to the State of Texas; and/or 
 

c. the Trustee and the State of Texas are permitted, by mutual agreement of the 
parties, to take any other reasonable action, regarding the handling and disposition 
of the Operational Data without need for further Court order.  





PAGE 1 OF 3

IN THE UNITED STATES BANKRUPTCY COURT
FOR THE SOUTHERN DISTRICT OF TEXAS 

VICTORIA DIVISION 

In re:

WHITE OAK RESOURCES VI, LLC, 
et al.,1

Debtors.

§
§ 
§ 
§ 
§ 
§

          Case No. 23-60043 
          (Chapter 7) 
          (Jointly Administered)       

ORDER AUTHORIZING THE TRUSTEE
TO ABANDON REMAINING ENERGY ASSETS 

(This Order relates to Docket No. ) 

Having considered the Trustee’s Expedited Motion for Authority to Abandon Remaining 

Energy Assets (the “Motion”)2, any objections made, any arguments or evidence presented, the 

Court finds under the specific facts and circumstances present in this case: (a) the Court has 

jurisdiction pursuant to 28 U.S.C. §1334; (b) this is a core proceeding pursuant to 28 U.S.C. 

§157(b)(2); (c) the Court has constitutional authority to enter final orders consistent with Article

III of the United States Constitution; (d) venue of this proceeding and Motion in this district is 

proper under 28 U.S.C. §§ 1408 and 1409; (e) notice of the Motion was sufficient or not required 

under the circumstances; (f) expedited relied is warranted and the relief requested is appropriate; 

(g) the Debtors’ interest, if any, in remaining Energy Assets (as defined in the Motion) are a

significant burden to the Estates and have inconsequential or no value to the Estates; (h) all 

objections, if any, to the Motion have been withdrawn, resolved, settled, or overruled; (i) 

abandonment of the Energy Assets is in the best interests of the Estates, their creditors, and parties-

1 The Debtors in the chapter 7 cases, along with the last four digits of each Debtors’ federal tax identification number are: 
(i) White Oak Resources VI, LLC (0761) Case No. 23-60043; (ii) WO Resources Holdings VI, LLC (7660) Case No. 23-
60044; and (iii) White Oak Operating Company, LLC (7786) Case No. 23-60045.
2 Capitalized terms used but not otherwise defined herein are intended to have the same meaning as defined in the Motion.
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in-interest; (j) the Trustee exercised reasonable business judgment in seeking to abandon the 

Energy Assets; (k) based on the specific facts and circumstances in this case, abandonment of the 

Energy Assets is not prohibited by applicable law; (l) the Trustee has demonstrated good causes 

to grant relief the requested under 11 U.S.C. §554. 

Accordingly, it is ORDERED that: 

1. The Trustee is authorized to abandon the Debtors’ interests in the Energy Assets, if

any, pursuant to 11 U.S.C. § 554. 

2. The Debtors’ interests, if any, in the Energy Assets are hereby abandoned pursuant

to 11 U.S.C. §554. 

3. For the avoidance of doubt, the abandonment of the Energy Assets approved by

this Order applies only to any such assets or property of the Debtors as of the date hereof. 

4. Nothing herein shall be construed to limit the authority of the United States under

applicable law, including but not limited to laws reasonably designed to protect the public health, 

safety, or the environment from any identified hazards (“Safety Laws”).  The Safety Laws include, 

without limitation, federal decommissioning regulations set forth in 30 C.F.R. §§ 250.1700 to 

250.1754.  Subject to the retention of these rights, the United States does not oppose the Debtor’s 

abandonment of the Energy Assets as set forth in this Order. 

5. The Estates’ claims, if any, against third parties relating to the Energy Assets are

expressly reserved and are not abandoned. 

6. The Trustee is authorized, but not required, to destroy or dispose of any records or

electronic data, if any, relating to the Energy Assets. 










