
TEXAS COMMISSION ON ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY 

 
NOTICE OF AN APPLICATION FOR A 

TEMPORARY WATER USE PERMIT 
 

APPLICATION NO. 14121 
  

Lower Colorado River Authority (LCRA) seeks a temporary water use permit, for a period of up 
to three years, to authorize the existing gate at Lane City Dam to be in the up or closed position 
at times during the period from October 16 to March 14 while rehabilitation work is performed 
at and adjacent to Lane City Dam on the Colorado River, Colorado River Basin in Wharton 
County. More information on the application and how to participate in the permitting process is 
given below. 
  
APPLICATION. Lower Colorado River Authority, Applicant, P.O. Box 220, Austin, TX 78767, has 
applied to the Texas Commission on Environmental Quality (TCEQ) for a Temporary Water Use 
Permit pursuant to Texas Water Code § 11.138 and TCEQ Rules Title 30 Texas Administrative 
Code (TAC) § 295.1, et seq. Notice is being mailed to the downstream water right holders of 
record in the Colorado River Basin pursuant to Title 30 TAC § 295.154(a).  
 
Certificate of Adjudication No. 14-5476 (Certificate) authorizes LCRA to impound water in Lane 
City Dam on the Colorado River, Colorado River Basin in Wharton County, ZIP Code 77488. 
Paragraph 5.B. of the Certificate requires the gate on Lane City Dam to be in the down or open 
position for all periods other than March 15 to October 15 of each year. 
 
LCRA is performing rehabilitation work on Lane City Dam as a result of damage to the dam and 
surrounding areas that occurred in high flow events. 
 
LCRA seeks a temporary water use permit to authorize the gate at Lane City Dam to be in the 
up or closed position at times during the period from October 16 to March 14 while 
rehabilitation work is performed at and adjacent to Lane City Dam. 
 
LCRA indicates that, at times the gate at Lane City Dam is in the up or closed position during 
the periods from October 16 to March 14, the Lane City Dam pool will be maintained full via 
operational water from Arbuckle Reservoir, which is authorized under the same Certificate 14-
5476 as Lane City Dam or supplied under an LCRA Board commitment to offset any impacts on 
State water. 
 
The application and fees were received on April 14, 2025. The application was declared 
administratively complete and accepted for filing with the Office of the Chief Clerk on May 8, 
2025. 
 
The Executive Director completed the technical review of the application and prepared a draft 
permit. The draft permit, if granted, would include special conditions including, but not limited 
to, maintaining the water level of the pool of Lane City Dam with water from Arbuckle Reservoir 
and/or supplied under an LCRA Board commitment to offset any impacts to State water. The 
application, technical memoranda, and Executive Director’s draft permit are available for 
viewing on the TCEQ web page at: https://www.tceq.texas.gov/permitting/water_rights/wr-
permitting/view-wr-pend-apps. Alternatively, you may request a copy of the documents by 

https://www.tceq.texas.gov/permitting/water_rights/wr-permitting/view-wr-pend-apps
https://www.tceq.texas.gov/permitting/water_rights/wr-permitting/view-wr-pend-apps


contacting the TCEQ Office of the Chief Clerk by phone at (512) 239-3300 or by mail at TCEQ 
OCC, Notice Team (MC-105), P.O. Box 13087, Austin, Texas 78711. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT / PUBLIC MEETING. Written public comments and requests for a public 
meeting should be submitted to the Office of the Chief Clerk, at the address provided in the 
information section below, by September 24, 2025. A public meeting is intended for the taking 
of public comment, and is not a contested case hearing. A public meeting will be held if the 
Executive Director determines that there is a significant degree of public interest in the 
application. 
 
CONTESTED CASE HEARING. The TCEQ may grant a contested case hearing on this application 
if a written hearing request is filed by September 24, 2025. The Executive Director may approve 
the application unless a written request for a contested case hearing is filed by September 24, 
2025. 
 
To request a contested case hearing, you must submit the following: (1) your name (or for a 
group or association, an official representative), mailing address, daytime phone number, and 
fax number, if any; (2) applicant's name and permit number; (3) the statement "[I/we] request a 
contested case hearing;" (4) a brief and specific description of how you would be affected by the 
application in a way not common to the general public; and (5) the location and distance of 
your property relative to the proposed activity. You may also submit proposed conditions for 
the requested permit which would satisfy your concerns. Requests for a contested case hearing 
must be submitted in writing to the Office of the Chief Clerk at the address provided in the 
information section below. 
 
If a hearing request is filed, the Executive Director will not issue the permit and will forward the 
application and hearing request to the TCEQ Commissioners for their consideration at a 
scheduled Commission meeting. 
 
INFORMATION. Written hearing requests, public comments, or requests for a public meeting 
should be submitted to the Office of the Chief Clerk, MC 105, TCEQ, P.O. Box 13087, Austin, TX 
78711-3087 or electronically at https://www14.tceq.texas.gov/epic/eComment/ by entering 
WRTP 14121 in the search field. For information concerning the hearing process, please contact 
the Public Interest Counsel, MC 103, at the same address.  
 
For additional information, individual members of the general public may contact the Public 
Education Program at 1-800-687-4040. General information regarding the TCEQ can be found at 
our web site at www.tceq.texas.gov. Si desea información en Español, puede llamar al 1-800-
687-4040 o por el internet al www.tceq.texas.gov. 
 
 
Issued: September 9, 2025 

https://www14.tceq.texas.gov/epic/eComment/
http://www.tceq.texas.gov/
http://www.tceq.texas.gov/










Brooke T. Paup, Chairwoman  

Bobby Janecka, Commissioner 

Catarina R. Gonzales, Commissioner 

Kelly Keel, Executive Director 

TEXAS COMMISSION ON ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY 
Protecting Texas by Reducing and Preventing Pollution 

P.O. Box 13087   •   Austin, Texas 78711-3087   •   512-239-1000   •   tceq.texas.gov 

How is our customer service?     tceq.texas.gov/customersurvey 
printed on recycled paper 

August 19, 2025 
 
Mr. Leonard Oliver         VIA E-MAIL 
Lower Colorado River Authority         
P.O. Box 220 
Austin, TX 78767-0220 
 
RE: Lower Colorado River Authority 
 WRTP 14121 

CN600253637, RN112194584 
Application No. 14121 for a Temporary Water Use Permit  
Texas Water Code § 11.138, Requiring Limited Mailed Notice 
Colorado River, Colorado River Basin  

 Wharton County 
 
Dear Mr. Oliver: 
 
Drafts, subject to revision, of the public notice, proposed Temporary Water Use Permit No. 
14121 and the related technical memoranda are attached. 
 
Staff is recommending that the referenced application be granted in accordance with the 
attached drafts. Please review the drafts and contact me no later than September 3, 2025 with 
any comments or questions as the notice will be forwarded to the Office of the Chief Clerk for 
mailing after that date. 
 
Please note this application requires a 15-day comment period and once the comment period 
has closed, the proposed Temporary Water Use Permit No. 14121 may be issued as drafted, 
given no hearing requests are received. 
 
If you have any questions concerning this matter, please contact me via email at 
sarah.henderson@tceq.texas.gov or by telephone at (512) 239-2535. 
 
Sincerely, 
  
 
 
Sarah Henderson, Project Manager 
Water Rights Permitting Team 
Water Rights Permitting and Availability Section 
 
Attachments 
 













Texas Commission on Environmental Quality 

INTEROFFICE MEMORANDUM 

 
To:  Sarah Henderson, Project Manager Date: August 6, 2025 

Water Rights Permitting Team 
 
Through: Kathy Alexander, Ph.D., Policy and Technical Analyst 

Water Availability Division 
 

Trent Gay, Team Leader  
Surface Water Availability Team  

 

From: Lauren Simmons, Hydrologist 
 Surface Water Availability Team 

 
Subject:  Lower Colorado River Authority 
 WRTP 14121 

 CN600253637 
 Colorado River, Colorado River Basin 

 Wharton County 
   

HYDROLOGY REVIEW 

Application Summary 
 

Lower Colorado River Authority (LCRA) owns Certificate of Adjudication No. 14-
5476 (Certificate) authorizing, among other things, storage in Lane City Dam and 

Reservoir on the Colorado River, Colorado River Basin, in Wharton County. 
Paragraph 5.B. of the Certificate limits impoundment in Lane City Dam and 
Reservoir to the period between March 15 and October 15 of each year and requires 

the gate to be in the open or down position during the remainder of the year.  
 

LCRA requests a temporary water use permit to authorize the gate to remain in the 
up or closed position during the period from October 16 to March 14 for a three-
year period ending March 15, 2028 to allow LCRA to perform rehabilitation work on 

the Lane City Dam. LCRA indicates that the Lane City Dam and Reservoir will be 
maintained full with water from Arbuckle Reservoir authorized under the Certificate, 

as amended, and operational water supplied under an LCRA Board commitment to 
offset any impacts on state water.  
 

The application was declared administratively complete on May 8, 2025. 
 

Hydrology Review 
 
Resource Protection staff did not recommend instream flow requirements for this 

application. See the Resource Protection memo dated June 20, 2025. 
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Colorado River, Colorado River Basin 
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The request in the application is for a period of three years. LCRA indicates that any 
additional evaporation losses resulting from maintenance of the gate in the upright 
position will be compensated for with water from Arbuckle Reservoir authorized 

under Certificate of Adjudication No. 14-5476, as amended or supplied under an 
LCRA Board commitment to offset any impacts to state water. Staff reviewed 

LCRA’s calculated losses and found them acceptable. 

Conclusion 

Hydrology staff can support granting the application as requested provided that any 

temporary permit granted includes the following special conditions: 

1. Permittee shall provide up to 63 acre-feet of water, plus conveyance losses, 
from Permittee’s Arbuckle Reservoir storage and/or its firm water supplies to 
maintain the water level of the pool of Lane City Dam, authorized in 
Certificate of Adjudication 14-5476, at or above the top of the gate or dam 
spillway with water flowing over the top of the gate or spillway at times the 
gate is in the up or closed position during the period between October 16 and 
March 14 for the three-year period this permit is in effect.

2. Permittee shall maintain records of daily gage flows at USGS Gage 08162000, 
Colorado River at Wharton, Texas and records of the amount of water 
provided from Permittee’s operational supplies to maintain the water level of 
the pool of Lane City Dam between October 16 and March 14 for the three-
year period this permit is in effect. Permittee shall make the records available 
to the Executive Director immediately upon request.

Lauren Simmons, Hydrologist 



Texas Commission on Environmental Quality 
INTEROFFICE MEMORANDUM 

To:  Sarah Henderson, Project Manager  
Water Rights Permitting Team 

Date: June 20, 2025

Through:  Leslie Patterson, Team Leader 
Resource Protection Team 

From:  Kenneth Coonrod, Aquatic Scientist 
Resource Protection Team  

Subject:  Lower Colorado River Authority  
WRTP 14121 
CN600253637 
Colorado River, Colorado River Basin 
Wharton County 

Environmental reviews of water right applications are conducted in accordance with 
applicable provisions of the Texas Water Code (TWC) and the administrative rules 
of the Texas Commission on Environmental Quality (TCEQ). The provisions 
applicable to environmental reviews can vary according to the type and the location 
of the authorization requested. 

APPLICATION SUMMARY 

Lower Colorado River Authority (LCRA) owns Certificate of Adjudication No. 14-
5476 (Certificate) authorizing, among other things, storage in Lane City Dam and 
Reservoir on the Colorado River, Colorado River Basin, in Wharton County. 
Paragraph 5.B. of the Certificate limits impoundment in Lane City Dam and 
Reservoir to the period between March 15 and October 15 of each year and requires 
the gate to be in the open or down position during the remainder of the year. 

LCRA requests a temporary water use permit to authorize the gate to remain in the 
up or closed position during the period from October 16 to March 14 for a three-
year period ending March 15, 2028 to allow LCRA to perform rehabilitation work on 
the Lane City Dam. LCRA indicates that the Lane City Dam and Reservoir will be 
maintained full with water from Arbuckle Reservoir authorized under the Certificate, 
as amended, and operational water supplied under an LCRA Board commitment to 
offset any impacts on state water. 

ENVIRONMENTAL ANALYSIS 

On August 8, 2012, the TCEQ adopted environmental flow standards for the 
Colorado and Lavaca Rivers and Matagorda and Lavaca Bays (Title 30 Texas 
Administrative Code (TAC) Chapter 298 Subchapter D). These environmental flow 
standards are considered adequate to support a sound ecological environment (Title 



Lower Colorado River Authority, 14121 
Colorado River, Colorado River Basin 
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30 TAC § 298.310). LCRA requests that the pool be maintained full with firm water 
supplied under an LCRA commitment. LCRA does not request a new appropriation 
of water or an amendment that increases the amount of water stored, taken, or 
diverted; therefore, the environmental flow standards do not apply. LCRA’s request 
is not expected to adversely impact the environment, because there will be no 
interruption of instream flows below Lane City Dam. 

RECOMMENDATIONS 

Resource Protection staff have no recommendations regarding this proposed 
temporary permit, if granted. 

 
_________________________________________ 
Kenneth Coonrod, Aquatic Scientist 
 



TCEQ Interoffice Memorandum 

Texas Commission on Environmental Quality 

TO:  Office of the Chief Clerk 
  Texas Commission on Environmental Quality 
 
THRU:  Chris Kozlowski, Team Leader 
  Water Rights Permitting Team 
 
FROM: Sarah Henderson, Project Manager 
  Water Rights Permitting Team 
 
DATE:  May 8, 2025 
 
SUBJECT: Lower Colorado River Authority 
  WRTP 14121 

CN600253637, RN112194584 
Application No. 14121 for a Temporary Water Use Permit  
Texas Water Code § 11.138, Requiring Limited Mailed Notice 
Colorado River, Colorado River Basin  

  Wharton County 
 
  
The application and fees were received on April 14, 2025. The application was 
declared administratively complete and accepted for filing with the Office of the 
Chief Clerk on May 8, 2025. Mailed notice to the downstream water right holders of 
record in the Colorado River Basin is required pursuant to Title 30 Texas 
Administrative Code § 295.154(a). 
 
All fees have been paid and the application is sufficient for filing. 
 
 
  
_________________________ 
Sarah Henderson, Project Manager 
Water Rights Permitting Team 
Water Rights Permitting and Availability Section 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

OCC Mailed Notice Required    X YES  NO 



Brooke T. Paup, Chairwoman  

Bobby Janecka, Commissioner 

Catarina R. Gonzales, Commissioner 

Kelly Keel, Executive Director 

TEXAS COMMISSION ON ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY 
Protecting Texas by Reducing and Preventing Pollution 

P.O. Box 13087   •   Austin, Texas 78711-3087   •   512-239-1000   •   tceq.texas.gov 

How is our customer service?     tceq.texas.gov/customersurvey 
printed on recycled paper 

May 8, 2025 
 
Mr. Leonard Oliver        VIA E-MAIL 
Lower Colorado River Authority         
P.O. Box 220 
Austin, TX 78767-0220 
 
RE: Lower Colorado River Authority 
 WRTP 14121 

CN600253637, RN112194584 
Application No. 14121 for a Temporary Water Use Permit  
Texas Water Code § 11.138, Requiring Limited Mailed Notice 
Colorado River, Colorado River Basin  

 Wharton County 
 
Dear Mr. Oliver: 
 
This acknowledges receipt, on April 14, 2025, of the application and fees in the amount of 
$123.76 (Receipt Nos. M556594A and N556594B, copies attached).  
  
The application was declared administratively complete and filed with the Office of the Chief 
Clerk on May 8, 2025. Staff will continue processing the application for consideration by the 
Executive Director. 
 
Please be advised that additional information may be requested during the technical review 
phase of the application process.  
 
If you have any questions concerning this matter, please contact me via email at 
sarah.henderson@tceq.texas.gov or by telephone at (512) 239-2535. 
 
Sincerely, 
  
 
 
Sarah Henderson, Project Manager 
Water Rights Permitting Team 
Water Rights Permitting and Availability Section 
 
Attachments 
 

http://www.tceq.state.tx.us/
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LCRA BOARD POLICY 

102 – AUTHORITY AND RESPONSIBILITIES 

Dec. 10, 2024 

102.10 PURPOSE 

This policy defines the relationship between the LCRA Board of Directors and the 
management of LCRA through the description of responsibilities and expectations and 
through the establishment of guidelines for the delegation of certain powers and duties. 

102.20 POLICY 

102.201 Responsibilities of the Board of Directors. The Board of Directors (Board) will 
establish the overall goals and objectives of LCRA, review them on an ongoing basis and 
adopt Board policies setting forth desired direction of management actions to attain such 
goals and objectives. The Board will approve an annual business plan that provides 
funding for the realization of those goals and objectives. 

The Board will consider and establish policies in the public interest. The Board will 
faithfully discharge its public trust by conducting its affairs in a highly moral, ethical and 
sound business manner. Board members, collectively and severally, will not direct the 
policies and actions of LCRA from perspectives of private gain or personal advantage. 

102.202 Delegations to the GM/CEO. The Board of Directors delegates to the general 
manager (GM)/CEO all general powers and duties in the LCRA enabling legislation, other 
applicable law, LCRA bylaws and Board policies necessary to accomplish LCRA's 
purpose, plans and objectives as approved by the Board, except for those specifically 
reserved for the Board by provisions of the LCRA enabling legislation, bylaws, Bond 
resolutions and other Board policies. Notable exceptions include: 

A. Authorization to borrow money or approve bond resolutions.  

B. Approval of agreements related to joint ownership of generating facilities.  

C. Setting rates charged for water and power.  

D. Approval of sale of any real property. 

E. Approval of certain contracts and purchase orders for the acquisition of consulting 
services, materials, supplies, equipment and related services, in accordance with 
related Board policies. 
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The Board will articulate clear and coherent goals and statements of its expectations 
through its policies and plans. 

102.203 Responsibilities of the GM/CEO. The GM/CEO, as the chief executive officer of 
LCRA, is responsible for carrying out the business and activities of LCRA according to state 
law, the LCRA bylaws and Board policies. 

The GM/CEO may delegate in writing any general powers, duties and related authorities, 
as deemed appropriate, to officers and staff members. 

The GM/CEO is responsible for bringing policy matters to the attention of the Board when 
its current policies give inadequate direction to LCRA operations or leave LCRA at a 
disadvantage because of changing conditions. The GM/CEO will provide thorough, 
well -organized information to the Board in a timely manner. Communications to the Board 
will be made forthrightly and with candor in the evaluation of the conduct of business and 
operations of LCRA. 

The GM/CEO will ensure appropriate contracting procedures are developed and 
implemented.  

102.30 PROCEDURES 

102.301 Goals and Priorities. As provided in the bylaws, the GM/CEO each year will 
present to the Board objectives, goals and priorities for its consideration. These goals will 
clearly establish the Board's direction in key areas of LCRA affairs. 

102.302 Annual Budget. The GM/CEO will present to the Board an annual business plan 
that will include operating and capital budgets to carry out the Board's goals and priorities. 
The business plan will include projections of LCRA's overall financial performance and 
capital financing plans and describe the projects, programs, and the associated revenues 
and expenditures for the next fiscal year. 

Adoption of the business plan authorizes the GM/CEO to complete work plans and make 
associated expenditures within budgets as provided for in accordance with Board policies. 
The GM/CEO will provide quarterly updates that include indicators of performance toward 
key goals, actual revenues and expenditures compared to budget, future financial 
performance projections, and status of major capital projects. The resolution adopting the 
budget will establish the amount that may not be exceeded without Board approval and 
the guidelines for approving amendments, reallocations or adjustments to the capital and 
operating budgets. 

102.40 AUTHORITY 

LCRA enabling legislation, Texas Special District Local Laws Code, Chapter 8503 
LCRA bylaws, sections 2.01, 3.02, 6.01, 6.02 
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EFFECTIVE: December 1984. Amended Dec. 14, 1989; Oct. 25, 1991; Sept. 22, 1994; 
Dec. 15, 1999; March 22, 2000; July 1, 2002; Nov. 19, 2003; Dec. 14, 2011; and 
Sept. 21, 2016. Reaffirmed Dec. 10, 2024. 



 
 

Lower Colorado River Authority 
 

Employee Policy Manual 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

  



Message From the General Manager 
Nothing is more important to me than keeping employees safe. I want every employee 
to go home safely at the end of every workday. I care about protecting employees from 
physical harm, and I also care about protecting employees from other harmful things – 
such as being pulled into legal issues or being treated in ways that are unjust. That may 
sound easy, but there are many LCRA employees performing vastly different jobs at 
any given time. 

Every day at LCRA, we join together to enhance the quality of life of the Texans we 
serve through water stewardship, energy and community service. We rely on each other 
considerably to accomplish this mission. We use good judgment, work safely, follow 
departmental procedures, and make sure we follow all laws and regulations. 

Often, good judgment is all that’s needed to make sound decisions because we trust 
each other to know right from wrong. However, because LCRA was created by the 
Texas Legislature, there are federal and state laws that dictate how we must conduct 
ourselves. 

That’s one reason a policy manual comes in handy. It spells out the rules by which we 
must abide to protect ourselves, other employees, and LCRA and its customers. 
Another purpose of a policy manual is to set expectations for employee conduct and the 
obligation we have to always treat each other with respect. 

LCRA’s policy manual isn’t a catch-all book for every situation, but it lays out the basic 
rules of the road. It sets the tone for the expectations we have across all LCRA 
departments to help us maintain a positive culture with a focus on staying safe while we 
work to accomplish our mission and vision. 

We don’t need hundreds of pages of policies to remind us to use good judgment and 
respect others, but there are some policies and procedures employees need to follow. 
Most departments have procedures specific to their business, and each employee is 
responsible for finding out what department procedures exist and following them. For 
example, we all follow safety procedures, and we follow environmental laws, regulations 
and procedures consistent with our role as a good steward of the environment. 

By following this policy manual, keeping safety our top priority and making every LCRA 
endeavor outstanding, we will be well equipped to achieve our vision to be the public 
utility that sets the standard for excellence. 

Many thanks for all you do, 

 
Phil Wilson  



Legal Reminder 
The policies in the LCRA Employee Policy Manual are guidelines and subject to 
change, as are all other policies, procedures, benefits and other LCRA programs. The 
LCRA Employee Policy Manual is not a contract guaranteeing employment for any 
specific duration. 

While LCRA hopes the employment relationship will be long-term, you or LCRA may 
terminate this relationship at any time, for any reason, with or without cause or notice. 
No supervisor, manager or representative of LCRA other than certain duly authorized 
representatives have the authority to enter into any agreement with you for employment 
for any specified period of time or to make promises or commitments contrary to the 
foregoing. 

Any employment agreement entered into by a duly authorized representative shall not 
be enforceable unless it is in a formal written agreement signed by you and such duly 
authorized individual. 

If an employee has reason to believe another employee is in violation of an LCRA 
employee policy, he or she has an obligation to notify his or her supervisor or Human 
Resources or to call the LCRA Ethics Line. Failure to make such a report also is 
considered a violation of this employee policy manual. 

 

EFFECTIVE: Jan. 2, 2018. Amended Jan. 2, 2019; Aug. 1, 2019; Jan. 2, 2020; 
Jan. 4, 2021; Jan. 4, 2022; Jan. 3, 2023; Feb. 15, 2023; Jan. 2, 2024; and Jan. 2, 2025. 
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Delegation of Authority and LCRA Representation 
No employee of LCRA is authorized to take any action reserved to the Board of 
Directors under Board Policy 102 – Authority and Responsibilities. All other general 
powers and duties in the LCRA Enabling Act, bylaws, Board policies, and other 
applicable law necessary to accomplish LCRA’s purpose, plans and objectives are the 
responsibility of the general manager and those persons to whom the general manager 
specifically delegates such authority pursuant to the applicable law and LCRA 
procedures manual. 

General Delegation of Authority by General Manager: The general manager 
delegates to the executive officers any and all powers and duties necessary to manage 
their respective departments and service areas, except for those matters reserved to 
the Board of Directors or general manager as specified in this policy and Board Policy 
102 – Authority and Responsibilities. Executive officers are further authorized to 
delegate authority to their respective department managers and staff consistent with the 
applicable LCRA procedures manual. LCRA has implemented procedures manuals that 
control who may sign agreements on behalf of LCRA. See the Contract Management 
and Supply Chain Procurement procedures manuals. 



LCRA BOARD POLICY

501 – WATER RESOURCES

Aug. 21, 2019

501.10 PURPOSE

This policy establishes principles and guidelines for implementing LCRA’s responsibilities
regarding water supply management, planning and development, water conservation,
environmental flows, water quality protection, water contracts and rates, and the
temporary lowering of LCRA-operated lakes.

501.20 WATER SUPPLY MANAGEMENT, PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT

501.201 Water Supply. LCRA will take initiative in appropriate management, planning,
programs and projects to control, store, preserve, use, develop, conserve and manage
the water supplies under its jurisdiction. To guide this effort, LCRA will adhere to the
following general principles:

1. As a regional water supplier, LCRA will, where practically feasible, cooperate with
regional efforts to benefit the Colorado River basin.

2. LCRA will optimize its water supply by managing the water stored in lakes
Buchanan and Travis with a basinwide perspective of ensuring firm water supplies
are available during an extended drought while continuing to make interruptible
supplies available whenever possible. LCRA will achieve this objective, in part,
through the development and implementation of its state-approved Water
Management Plan.

3. While maximizing the potential supplies available from its Colorado River rights in
a cost-effective manner, LCRA may consider development of new, cost-effective
supplies to serve its customers.

4. LCRA will monitor developments in state water law and water rights permitting and,
where necessary, take action to ensure the legal rights and obligations LCRA has
to manage the state’s water resources are not significantly and adversely affected
by such activities.

5. LCRA will stay fully apprised of developments regarding the legal framework under
which groundwater is regulated and evaluate LCRA’s role and the potential
impacts to LCRA. Through ongoing assessments of groundwater supplies, LCRA
will encourage and research conjunctive management and use of groundwater and
surface water supplies. LCRA may plan, develop and manage groundwater and



conjunctive use projects where economically feasible and supported by sound
science.

6. LCRA will explore opportunities to improve the reliability of water supply for
agricultural needs through diverse, cost-effective strategies that increase available
supply in the lower basin while minimizing the impact on firm water customers.

7. A preference for a basinwide approach to benefit both upstream and downstream
interests will be given when pursuing water supply strategies.

501.202 Public Engagement. LCRA will provide information to the public about plans for
future water supply projects and will solicit feedback from the public in the
decision-making process. LCRA’s public engagement process may include the use of one
or more of the following: advisory committees, community forums, town hall meetings or
open houses, newspaper advertisements, dedicated webpages, online feedback forms,
and other strategies, as appropriate, in addition to any applicable regulatory agency-
required public process. The scope and details of LCRA’s public engagement process for
any proposed project will depend on the size and nature of the proposed project.

For any new water supply project that is expected to create 10,000 acre-feet or more per
year, staff will, at a minimum:

• Meet with stakeholder groups and, as appropriate, individuals to provide
information about the proposed project, answer questions and solicit input.

• Create a dedicated webpage designed to educate the public about the proposed
project and to solicit input from stakeholders and other interested participants. The
webpage will provide information relevant to the proposed project, including
meeting presentations, participant comments and LCRA’s responses, and
appropriate technical information.

• Provide periodic progress reports to the Water Operations Committee in public
meetings of the committee, including reports on feedback and input received from
the public.

Nothing in this policy shall be construed as requiring the disclosure of information that is
protected under Texas open government laws.

501.30 WATER CONSERVATION

LCRA will meet or exceed state water conservation requirements and provide leadership
in promoting the conservation of water. LCRA’s commitment to conserving water will be
achieved by implementing a variety of programs designed to encourage the conservation
of water.
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501.40 ENVIRONMENTAL FLOWS

LCRA is committed to maintaining, and where reasonably possible, improving fish, wildlife
and recreation resources in the river and bay system. LCRA will continue to be a leader
in developing high-quality science on environmental flows for the benefit of the lower
Colorado River basin and comply with all state and federal requirements in the most
efficient way possible. LCRA will provide water to help meet environmental flow needs in
a manner that does not diminish or hamper its ability to meet current and future water
demands of other beneficial users in the basin.

501.50 WATER QUALITY PROTECTION

LCRA will provide leadership in protecting water quality and, where reasonably possible,
improving the quality of the surface water and groundwater within the lower Colorado
River watershed. LCRA will seek to protect against degradation of water quality and will
support recreation, aquatic life and water supply uses of the waters under its jurisdiction.
LCRA will implement this goal through monitoring, assessment, advocacy, contracting,
regulatory oversight, and reliance on the best available science, technology and
innovation. LCRA will cooperate with other concerned public and private entities to help
address issues of concern related to water quality within the lower Colorado River
watershed, including groundwater.

501.60 WATER CONTRACTS AND RATES

501.601 Water Contracts. LCRA will develop reasonable rules for the consideration,
issuance and administration of raw water contracts. Such rules should address
requirements for water conservation, drought contingency, interbasin transfers, water quality
impacts, and other requirements necessary for the fair and appropriate administration of
water contracts. The rules should be updated from time to time to reflect changes to Board
policy, applicable law or other business needs. LCRA staff will develop standard form raw
water contracts consistent with Board policies and rules.

501.602 Water Rates. LCRA’s rates will be just and reasonable, not unduly discriminatory,
and set to fully recover LCRA's costs to control, store, preserve, conserve, use, plan,
develop, manage, distribute and sell the water supplies under its jurisdiction, consistent with
state law. The rates will be designed to allow LCRA to be self-supporting in providing these
services and with the goal of providing for a stable and predictable flow of revenue.

501.603 Board Consideration and Public Input. Implementation of new rates will be
carried out within a time frame that attempts to minimize adverse impacts upon the
customers of LCRA. All contract rules and rates will be presented to the LCRA Board of
Directors for approval, and the public, including all water customers, will be afforded an
opportunity to comment on such actions prior to the Board's consideration for approval.
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501.70 LOWERING LCRA-OPERATED LAKES

The general manager may authorize the temporary lowering of Inks Lake, Lake LBJ, Lake
Marble Falls and Lake Austin only if such lowering will not interfere with LCRA’s essential
operations, unreasonably impact aquatic habitat, or result in any unrecovered losses
related to water supply and are otherwise consistent with LCRA’s water rights and existing
contracts and leases. Further, such lowerings will not result in any unreasonable losses
related to hydro-generation revenues for any lowering of Lake Austin or any lowering of
Inks Lake, Lake LBJ or Lake Marble Falls that occurs with a frequency of more than once
every four years.

501.80 AUTHORITY

Texas Water Code, chapters 11 and 12
Texas Special District Local Laws Code §§ 8503.001, 8503.004, 8503.0105, 8503.011,
8503.012, 8503.013, 8503.028, 8503.029 and 8503.030

EFFECTIVE: Dec. 15, 2010. Amended Sept. 21, 2016; and Aug. 21, 2019.
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Exhibit A 

Supplemental Information  

LCRA Temporary Water Rights Permit Application 

 

• Applicant is performing rehabilitation work at the Lane City Dam site as a result of damage to 

the dam and surrounding areas that occurred in high flow events including Hurricane Harvey 

and subsequent flooding events. During the period until the rehabilitation is complete, LCRA’s 

engineering consultants recommend that the gate at Lane City Dam have the option to be 

maintained in the up or closed position to mitigate against additional damage. The operation 

of the dam in this manner with the gate in a closed position results in normal flows passing 

more uniformly and slowly over the entire width of the dam, rather than concentrated with 

higher velocities through the narrower gate opening.  

 

• At such times that the gate is in the closed position, the Lane City Dam pool will be maintained 

full. Water will continue to pass over the dam and there will be no interruption of instream 

flows.  

 

• Based on a record period between October 1, 1938 through September 30, 2024, monthly 

median flows at the Wharton gage (just upstream of the Lane City Dam) for the period October 

15 to March 15 range from a minimum of 933-cfs in November to maximum of 1130-cfs in 

March. LCRA has developed a rating curve that provides the water surface elevation behind 

the dam when the gate is open. According to this curve, when the gate is in the open position 

and river discharge is the minimum median 933-cfs flow rate, the water surface elevation 

behind the dam is approximately 48.9-feet above mean sea level (amsl), or 1.3-feet below the 

dam spillway elevation of 50.2 feet amsl. The surface area behind Lane City Dam, when the 

gate is closed, is approximately 48.5 acres as modeled in the TCEQ water availability model 

(“WAM”). Therefore, the increase in water held behind the dam at times the gate is in the 

closed position during the period October 15 to March 15 is approximately 63 acre-feet (1.3 

feet in depth times 48.5 acres of surface area).  

   

• At such times that the gate is closed during the period from October 16 to March 14, Applicant 

will maintain the impoundment full via operational water such that water will continue to flow 

past the dam as if the gate were open.  The source of water to maintain the impoundment full 

may include water from Arbuckle Reservoir, which is authorized under the same certificate of 

adjudication as Lane City Dam, 14-5476 as amended (Exhibit B), or from other sources 

consistent with the LCRA Board commitment for LCRA facilities and projects. (Exhibit 

C). The net effect on State water is zero because of the availability of operational water to 

offset the incremental impounded volume. To compensate for the impact of the gate being in 

the closed position, Applicant will supply 63 acre-feet of water from operational water.  

 

• Applicant has prepared a draft temporary permit consistent with this application and included 

as Exhibit D. 
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CERTIFICATE OF ADJUDICATION 

CERTIFICATE OF ADJUDICATION: 14-5476 

COUNTIES: Matagorda and Wharton 

iATERCOURSEs Colorado River 

OVNER2 Lower Colorado River 
Authority 
P. o. Box 220
Austin, Texas 78167

PRIORITY DATES: December 1, 1900; 
November 8, 1939 
and October 24, 
1983 

BASlN: Colorado River 

WHEREAS, by final judgment and decree of the 264th Judicial District 
Court of Bell County. Texas, in cause No. 115

0 414-A-l, In Re; The Exceptions 
of the -Lo11er Colorado -River Authodty and the City of Austin to the adjudica­
tion of water rtghts in the Lover Colorado River Segment of the Colorado River 
� dated April 20, 1988, a right was recognized under Certified Filings 44, 
51, 83, 89, 238, 430, 722. 747, 810, 831 and Permit 1292 authorizing the Lover 
Colorado River Authority to appropriate waters of the State of Texas as set 
forth belowr 

WHEREAS, on December 2, 1983, the Texas Vater Commission issued Permit 
No. 4053 to Lower Colorado River Authority authorizing the construction of an 
overflow type dam on the Colorado River creating a reservoir with an impound­
ing capacity of 305 acre-feet of water. The permittee vas· recognized the 
right to use the impounded waters for the enhancement of irrigation pumping 
efficiency of water authorized by Certified Filing 831; 

NOW, THEREFORE. this certificate of adjudication to appropriate waters of 
the State of Te�as in the Colorado River Basin is issued to the Lower Colorado 
River Authority {hereinafter called LCRA), subject to the following terms and 
conditions 1 

l, lMPOUNDMENT 

A. LCRA is authorized to maintain an existing overflow tY,Pe dam
and reservoir on the Colorado River and impound therein not to
exceed 305 acre-feet of vater. The dam is lo·cated in the
Sylvenus Castleman Grant, Abstract ll, Wharton County. Texas.

B. LCRA is authorized to maintain an existing dam and reservoir on
the Colorado River and impound therein, not to exceed 78 acre­
feet of water. The dam is located in the Thomas Cayce Grant,
Abstract 14, and the P. T. Reuben Stone Survey. Abstract- ·92,
Matagorda County, Texas.

April 2025 
Exhibit B 
Cert. of Adj. No. 14­5476 
LCRA Temporary Water Rights 
Permit Application 



Certificate of Adjudication 14-5476 

2. USE

LCli is authorized to,divert and use not to exceed 262,500 aere-feet

of vater per annum from the Colorado River �o irrigate 50,000 acres
of land located vithin the Authority's Gulf Coast Water Division
Service Area in Matagorda and Wharton Counties, Texas.

3 • DIVERSION

A. Location:

B. 

(1) At a point on the east bank of the reservoir on the
Colorado River authorized in Paragraph lA, abov.e, in tne
Sylvenus Castleman Grant, Abstract 11, Vharton County,
'!'exas.

(2) At a point on the east bank of the aforesaid reservoir on
the Colorado River authorized in Paragraph lB, above, in
the John P. Bowman and Henry Williams Grant, Abetract 9,
Matagorda County, Texas.

(3) At a point qn the west bank of the aforesaid reservoir on
the Colorado River in the Thomas Cayce Grant, Abstract 14,
Matagorda County, Texas.

Maximum rate: 
(i) 561.00 cfs (252,450 gpm) at Diversion P·oint 1.

(2) 145.20 cfs (65,340 gpm) at Diversion Po.int 2.

(3) 561.00 cfs (252,450 gpm) at Diversion Points.

4 • IiRIORITY 

A. The time priority of LCRA's right is December 1, 1900 for tbe
diversion and use of water for irrigation purposes, subject to
the following conditions:

(l) LCRA shall not impose its priority vith r.espect to_33,930
acre-feet of vater per year (the difference between
262,SOO and 228,570 acre.feet per year) against any junior
water right with a priority date senior to November 1,
1987. 

(2) The entire amount of vater autborized herein is specif­
ically subordinated, as to priority, to the City of
Austin's Lake Austin Rights authodzed and defined -in
Paragraph S.A., Certificate of Adjudication 14-5471. •
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Certificate of Adjudication l4-5476 

B. The time priority of LCRA's right is November 8, 1939 for the
impoundment of water in the reservoir authorized in Paragraph
lB, above.

c. The time priority of LCRA's right is October 24, 1983 for the
impoundment of water in the reservoir authorized in Paragraph
lA, above.

5. SPECIAL CONDITIONS

A. Owner shall maintain suitable outlets in the aforesaid dams
authorized herein to allow the free passage of water that Owner
is not entitled to divert or i.Dipound.

B. LCRA is authorized to impound water behind the dam authorized
in Paragraph lA, above, only between March 15 and October 15 of
every year. During the remainder of the year, the Bascule
Gate, or any other gate installed in this structure, will be in
ndown• or open position vith no impoundment occurring.

c. LCRA is required to operate the closing af the gate of the dam
authorized in Paragraph lA, above, so as to minimize the
effects on streamflow downstream. Specifically, LCRA shall not
reduce streamflow past the gate to a flow lower than 75 percent
of the streamflow indicated at the U,S.G.S, streamflow station
at Vharton.

The location of pertinent features related to this certificate are shown 
on Page Nos. 17 and 18 of the Lover Colorado River Segment Certificates of 
Adjudication Maps, copies of which are located hi the office of the Texas 
Vater Commission, Austin, Texas. 

This certificate of adjudication is issued subject to all terms, con­
ditions and provisions in the final judgment and decree of the 264th Judicial 
District Court of Bell County, Texas, in Cause No. 115,414-A-l, In Re: The 
Exceptions of the !..over Colorado River Authority and the City of Austin to the 
adjudication of 1.1ater rights in the Lower Colorado River Segment of the 
Colorado River Basin dated April 20, 1988 and supersedes all rights >of the 
Owner asserted in that cause. 

This certificate of adjudication is issued subject to senior and superior 
water rights in the Colorado River Basin. 

3 



Certificate of Adjudication 14-5476 

This certificate of adjudication is issued subject to the Rules of the 
Texas Vater Co111111ission and its continuing right of supervision of State water

resources consistent with the public policy of the State as set forth in the

Texas Vater Code. 

DATE ISSUED; 

JUN 2 8 1989 

ATTEST1 

&uiKii& ID.�� 
Brenda V. Foster, Chief Clerk 

TEXAS VATER COMMISSION 

e. III, Chairman
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cXAS WATER COMMISSJ--1'1 

• . . 

AMENDMENT TO 
CERTIFICATE OF ADJUDICATION 

CERTIFICATE NO. 14·5476A TYPE: AMENDMENT 

PO BOX 220 Name: 

Filed: 

Purpose: 

Watercourse: 

Lower Colorado River Address: 
Authority AUSTIN TX 78767 

September 3, 1992 Granted: NOV 1 8 IQ92 

Hydroelectric Power County: Matagorda 
Generation 

Colorado River Watershed: Colorado River Basin 

WHEREAS, Certificate of Adjudication No. 14-5476 was issued to the Lower 
Colorado River Authority (LCRA) on June 28, 1989, and authorizes owner to maintain two 
existing dams and reservoirs on the Colorado River; the Lane City Dam is authorized to 
impound 305 acre-feet of water and the Bay City Dam is authorized to Impound 78 acre­
feet of water. Owner Is authorlzed to divert and use not to exceed 262,500 acre-feet of 
water per annum from the Colorado River to irrigate 50,000 acres of land within the 
Authority's Gulf Coast Water Division Service Area in Matagorda and Wharton Counties, 
Texas;and 

WHEREAS, certificate owner seeks to change the description of the_location 
of the Bay City Dam to reflect Its actual location. The current description 1n the certificate 
is Incorrect; and 

WHEREAS, Lower Colorado River Authority seeks to amend that portion of 
the certificate which relates to the Bay City Dam and proposes to repair and modify the 
existing Bay City Dam; to Increase the current pool elevation through replacing the 
existing flashboard system with a ten foot high reinforced concrete wall anchored ta the 
tjam's existing crest slab; to add a hydroelectric generating plant and construction of 
associated intake structure on the upstream side of the dam and an outfall structure 
located immediately downstream of the dam; and 

WHEREAS, LCRA seeks to add a Diversion Point No. 4 to be associated 
with the intake structure and ta add a maximum rate of diversion for the new diversion 
point of 3000 cfs; and 



WHEREAS, the Texas Water Commission finds that jurisdiction over the 
application is established; and 

WHEREAS, no person protested the granting of this application; and 

WHEREAS, the Commission has complied with the requirements of the 
Texas Water Code and Rules of the Texas Water Commission in issuing this amendment. 

NOW, THEREFORE, this amendment to Certificate No. 14-5476, is issued 
to the Lower Colorado River Authority, subject to the following: 

1. IMPOUNDMENT

In Lieu of previous authorizations under lmpoundment Paragraph 1.
B - certificate owner !is authonze'd to maintain an existing dam and
reservoir on the Colorado River and impound therein not to exceed
1560 acre-feet at the normal maximum operating level. The Bay City
Dam Is located In the Bowman and Williams League; Abstract No. 9,
and the Thomas Cayco Survey, Abstract No. 14, Matagorda County,

( 

approximately 3 miles southwest of Bay City, Texas. ( 
2. USE 

In addition ta authorizations in Use Paragraph 2., owner is 
authorized: 

To divert flows of the Colorado River through the Bay City 
Dam for hydroelectric power generation purposes. At the 
permfttee's rate of diversion of 3000 cfs, approxf mately 
2,142, 180 acre-feet of water per annum will be diverted 
through the facility. 

3. DIVERSION POINT

In addition to the diversion points authorized under the certificate in
Diversion Paragraph A. (1, 2, & 3), owner is authorized:

Diversion Point No. 4 - At a point on the east, or left, bank of 
the reservoir (immediately adjacent to the dam) �t � point 
located at Latitude 28.994° N, Longitude 96.020 W. also being 
N 6° W, 900 feet f ro·m the southern-most corner of the John 
F. Bowman and Henry WIiliams Grant, Abstract No. 9,
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4.

a. 

b. 

( 
5.

a. 

b. 

6. 

a. 

b. 

Matagorda County, Texas. The dam is at Latitude 28.994° N, 
Longitude 96.023 W. 

The maximum dfversion rate from Diversion Point No. 4 will 
be 3000 cfs (1,375,560 gpm). 

TIME LIMITATIONS 

Modifications to the Bay City Dam shall be in 
accordance with plans approved by the Executive 
Director and shall be commenced within two years and 
completed within three years from date of Issuance of 
this amendment. 

Failure to commence and/or complete the aforesaid 
modifications within the period stated above shall 
cause this amendment to expire and become null and 
void, unless certificate owner applies for an extension 
of time to commence and/or complete modifications 
prior to the respective deadllnes for commencement 
and completlon, and the application is subsequently 
granted. 

SPECIAL CONDITION 

LCRA shall operate this dam and associated 
hydroelectrlc generation facility in accordance with their 
Water Management Plan, as amended. 

When ordered to do so by the Commission, certificate owner 
shall provide a means to pass inflows past the dam in such 
quantities as may be necessary to satisfy the rights of 
downstream domestic and livestock users and the senior and 
superior rights of other authorized users. 

PRIORITY 

The time priority of the additional storage authorized under 
this amendment is September 3, 1992. 

Water diverted in the generation of hydroelectric power is 
used on a non-priority basis. 

3 



This amendment is issued subject to all terms, conditions and provisions ( 
contained In Certificate No. 14-5476, except as specifically amended herein. 

This amendment is issued subject to all superior and senior water rights in 
the Colorado River Basin. 

Certificate owner agrees to be bound by the terms, conditions and 
provisions contained herein and such agreement Is a condition precedent to the granting 
of this amendment. 

All other matters requested in the application which are not specifically 
granted by this amendment ere denied. 

This amendment is issued subject to the Rules of the Texas Water 
Commission and to the right of continuing suparviston of State water resources exercised 
by the Commission. 

DA TE ISSUED: NOV 2 0 1992 

ATTEST: 

� 11. a &a--
Gloria A. Vasquez, Chiet rklS 

TEXAS WATER COMMISSION 

� 
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TEXAS COMMISSION ON ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY 

AN ORDER cancelling portions of Certificate of Adjudication No. 14-
5476A, owned by the Lower Colorado River Authority (LCRA). 

A request for an abandonment of portions of Certificate of Adjudication No. 14-5476A in 
Matagorda County, owned by the LCRA, was presented to the Executive Dfrector of the Texas 
Commission on Environmental Quality for approval pursuant to Texas Water Code §5.122. 

Certificate of Adjudication No. 14-5476A authorizes the LCRA to maintain a dam and 
reservoir (Bay City Dam) on the Colorado River, Colorado River Basin and impow1d therein 
1,560 acre-feet of water and to divert flows at a diversion point immediately adjacent to the dam 
at a maximum diversion rate of 3,000 cfs (1,375,560 gpm) fot hydroelectric purposes in 
Matagorda County. The diversion of water for hydroelectric pw·poses is authorized on a non­
priority basis. 

On August 31, 2009, the LCRA filed an Abandonment of Water Right form requesting to 
abandon the following portions of Certificate of Adjudication No. 14-5476A: Paragraph 2, USE, 
authorizing divel·sion ofup to 2,142,180 acre-feet of water per year for hydl'Oelectric pwposes; 
Paragraph 3, DIVERSION POlNT, authorizing diversion of such water at a point (Diversion 
Point 4) immediately adjacent to the dam; Paragraph 5.a. SPECIAL CONDITION, referencing 
the ''associated hydroelectric generation facility"; and Paragraph 6.b., PRIORITY, giving non­
prioi'ity status to the diversion of water for hydroelectric purposes. 

The requirements of Title 30 Texas Administrative Code §297.75 have been :fulfilled and 
the Commission has jurisdiction to cancel the portions of Certificate of Adjudication No. 14-
5476A contained in Paragraph 2, USE, authorizing diversion of up to 2,142,180 acre�feet of 
water per year for hydroelectric purposes; Paragraph 3, DIVERSION POINT, authorizing 
diversion of such water at a point (Diversion Point 4) immediately adjacent to the dam; 
Parngraph 5.a. SPECIAL CONDITION, referencing the "associated hydroelectric generation 
facility"; and Paragraph 6.b., PRIORITY, giving non-priority status to the diversion of water for 
hydroelectric purposes. Such portions have been willfully abandoned and should be cancelled to 
effectuate the policies of this state as set forth in Chapter 11 of the Texas Water Code, as 
amended. The LCRA has the capacity and authority to willfully abandon portions of the water 
right included in Certificate of Adjudication No. 14-5476A and to waive notice of and hearing in 
this matter. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDERED BY THE TEXAS COMMISSION ON 
ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY that pot1ions of the water right contained in Paragraph 2, USE, 
authorizing diversion of up to 2,142,180 acre-feet of water per year for hydroelectric purposes; 
Paragraph 3, DIVERSION POINT, authorizing diversion of such water at a point (Diversion 
Point 4) immediately adjacent to the dam; Paragraph 5.a. SPECIAL CONDITION, referencing 
the "associated hydroelectric generation facility"; and Paragraph 6.b., PRIORITY, giving non­
priority status to the clivel'Sion of water for hydroelectric purposes included in Certificate of 
Adjudication No. 14-5476A, owned by the LCRA, is hereby forfeited, revoked, and cancelled. 



If any provision, sentence, clause, or phrase of this Order is for any reason held to be 
invalid, the invalidity of any portion shall not affect the validity of the remaining portions of the 
Order. 

DATE ISSUED: FEB 1 9 2010 



TEXAS COMMISSION ON ENVIRONMENTAL QUALI1Y 

AMENDMENT TO A 
CERTIFICATE OF ADJUDICATION 

CERTIFICATE NO. 14-5476B 

Owner: Lower Colorado River Authority 

Filed: August 10, 2011 

Purposes: Agricultural, Municipal, 
Industrial and Mining 

Watercourse: Colorado River 

Type: 11.122 

Address: 3700 Lake Austin Blvd. 
Austin, Texas 78703 

Granted: September 12, 2011 

Counties: Wharton and Matagorda 

Watershed: Colorado River Basin 

WHEREAS, Certificate of Adjudication No. 14-5476 authorizes the Lower Colorado River 
Authority (LCRA) to maintain two existing dams and reservoirs (Lane City and Bay City Dam) 
on the Colorado River, Colorado River Basin and impound therein a combined capacity of 1,865 
acre-feet of water; and 

WHEREAS, in addition, the LCRA is authorized to divert and use not to exceed 262,500 
acre-feet of water per year from three points on the reservoirs for Agricultural purposes to 
irrigate 50,000 acres of land within the LCRA Gulf Coast Water Diversion Service Area in 
Matagorda and Wharton Counties, Texas; and 

WHEREAS, the maximum diversion rate from Diversion Point 1. on the Lane City Dam and 
Reservoir is 561.00 cfs (252,450 gpm), the maximum diversion rate from Diversion Point 2. 
located on the Bay City Dam and Reservoir is 145.20 cfs (65,340 gpm), and the maximum 
diversion rate from Diversion Point 3 located on the Bay City Darn and Reservoir is 561.00 cfs 
(252,450 gpm); and 

WHEREAS, multiple time priorities and Special Conditions apply; and 

WHEREAS, the LCRA seeks to amend Certificate of Adjudication No. 14-5476 to add 
municipal, industrial, and mining uses; and 

WHEREAS, the Texas Commission on Environmental Quality finds that jurisdiction over 
the application is established; and 

WHEREAS, no requests for a contested case hearing were received for this application; and 

WHEREAS, the Commission has complied with the requirements of the Texas Water Code 



and Rules of the Texas Commission on Environmental Quality in issuing this amendment; 

NOW, THEREFORE, this amendment to Certificate of Adjudication No. 14-5476, 
designated Certificate of Adjudication No. 14-5476B, is issued to Lower Colorado River 
Authority, subject to the following terms and conditions: 

1. USE

In addition to the previous authorization, Owner is authorized to divert and use not to 
exceed 262

1
500 acre-feet of currently authorized water for municipal, industrial, and 

mining use. 

2. WATER CONSERVATION

Owner shall implement water conservation plans that provide for the utilization of those 
practices, techniques, and technologies that reduce or maintain the consumption of water, 
prevent or reduce the loss or waste of water, maintain or improve the efficiency in the use of 
water, increase the recycling and reuse of water, or prevent the pollution of water, so that a 
water supply is made available for future or alternative uses. Such plans shall include a 
requirement that in every water supply contract entered into, on or after the effective date 
of this amendment, including any contract extension or renewal, that each successive 
wholesale customer develop and implement conservation measures. If the customer intends 
to resell the water, then the contract for resale of the water shall have water conservation 
requirements so that each successive customer in the resale of the water will be required to 
implement water conservation measures. 

This amendment is issued subject to all terms, conditions and provisions contained in 
Certificate of Adjudication No. 14-5476, as amended, except as specifically amended herein. 

This amendment is issued subject to all superior and senior water rights in the Colorado 
River Basin. 

Owner agrees to be bound by the terms, conditions, and provisions contained herein and 
such agreement is a condition precedent to the granting of this amendment. 

All other matters requested in the application which are not specifically granted by this 
amendment are denied. 

This amendment is issued subject to the Rules of the Texas Commission on Environmental 
Quality and to the right of continuing supervision of State water resources exercised by the 
Commission. 

For the Commission 

Date Issued: September 12, 2011
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TEXAS COMMISSION ON ENVIRONMENTAL QUALI1Y 
THE STATE OF TEXAS 
COUNTY OF TRAVIS 
I hereby certify lhal this ,s a true ancf o.orn·, 1 u,py l'' ,, 
Texas Commission on Env1ronmenlal tJ1111111• rvic u:1, - • ! 
which rs filed in lhe permanent record•. �•I 11 , , .cuw1,.'.;s �r 
Given under my hand and the seal of office on 

6��C.&kv FEB 19 2014.
Bridge! G.ohac, Chief Clerk 

AMENDMENT TO A Texas Commission on Environmental Quality 
CERTIFICATE O F  ADJUDICATION 

CERTIFICATE NO. 14-5476C 

Owner: Lower Colorado River Authority 

Filed: December 13, 2013 

Purposes: Agricultural, Municipal, 
Industrial, and Mining 

Watercourse: Colorado River 

Type:11.122. 

Address: P.O. Box 220 
Austin, Texas 78767 

Granted: February 13, 2014 

Counties: Wharton and Matagorda 

Watershed: Colorado River Basin, Colorado­
Lavaca Coastal Basin & Brazos­
Colorado Coastal Basin 

WHEREAS, Certificate of Adjudication No. 14-5476 authorizes the Lower Colorado River 
Authority (LCRA) to maintain two existing dams and reservoirs (Lane City and Bay City Dam) 
on the Colorado River, Colorado River Basin, and impound therein a combined capacity of 1,865 
acre-feet of water; and 

WHEREAS, the LCRA is also authorized to divert and use not to exceed 262,500 acre-feet 
of water per year from three points on the reservoirs for municipal, industrial, mining and 
agricultural purposes to irrigate 50,000 acres of land within the LCRA Gulf Coast Water 
Diversion Service Area in Matagorda and Wharton Counties, Texas; and 

WHEREAS, the maximum diversion rate from Diversion Point No. 1 on the Lane City Dam 
and Reservoir is 561.00 cfs (252,450 gpm), the maximum diversion rate from Diversion Point 
No. 2 located on the Bay City Dam and Reservoir is 145.20 cfs (65,340 gpm), and the maximum 
diversion rate from Diversion Point No. 3 located on the Bay City Dam and Reservoir is 561.00 
cfs (252,450 gpm); and 

WHEREAS, multiple time priorities and Special Conditions apply; and 

WHEREAS, the LCRA seeks to amend Certificate of Adjudication No. 14-5476 to store 
water authorized for diversion from the Colorado River, Colorado River Basin by Certificate 14-
5476 and other sources into a 52,000 acre-foot off-channel reservoir in Wharton County for 
subsequent diversion and use; and 

WHEREAS, the applicant indicates the off-channel storage will be located at Latitude 
29.19510 °N, 96.042949°W Longitude also bearing South 12° of West, 3,000 feet from the 
northeast corner of the Sylvan us Castleman Survey, Abstract 12, Wharton County; and 



WHEREAS, the LCRA also seeks to clarify the extent of the service area to confirm LCRA's 
authorization to provide water within the Colorado River Basin, as well as the adjacent Brazos­
Colorado & Colorado-Lavaca Coastal Basins, within Wharton and Matagorda Counties; and 

WHEREAS, the Executive Director recommends Special Conditions be included; and 

':Y��REAS, the Texas Commission on Environmental Quality finds that jurisdiction over 
the ap'plication is established; and 

WHEREAS, no requests for a contested case hearing were received for this application; and 

WHEREAS, the Commission has complied with the requirements of the Texas Water Code 
and Rules of the Texas Commission on Environmental Quality in issuing this amendment; 

NOW THEREFORE, this amendment to Certificate of Adjudication No. 14-5476, designated 
Certificate of Adjudication No. 14-5476C, is issued to the Lower Colorado River Authority, 
subject to the following terms and conditions: 

1. IMPOUNDMENT

In addition to previous authorizations, Owner is authorized to construct and maintain an
off-channel dam and reservoir impounding up to 52,000 acre-feet of water.

2. USE

A. Permittee is authorized to store water lawfully diverted under this permit in the off­
channel reservoir authorized in Paragraph 1 and may subsequently divert and use this
stored water for municipal, industrial, mining and agricultural purposes to irrigate
50,000 acres ofland within the LCRA Gulf Coast Water Diversion Service Area in
Matagorda and Wharton Counties.

B. In lieu of previous authorizations, Owner is now authorized to provide water within the
existing service areas covering the Colorado River Basin, Brazos-Colorado Coastal Basin
and Colorado-Lavaca Coastal Basin within Wharton and Matagorda Counties,

3. TIME PRIORITY

This amendment does not change the time priority of the existing authorizations.

4. SPECIAL CONDITIONS

A. Within two years and prior to commencement of construction and impoundment of
water diverted from the Colorado River, Owner shall either: (a) submit a detailed
statement and plans under Texas Water Code §11.144 for alterations and changes to the
plans submitted with the application; or (b) file an application to extend the time for
submitting a detailed statement and plans modifying the plans submitted with the
application under Texas Water Code §11.144.Prior to commencement of construction,
final construction plans must be submitted and approved by the Executive Director.

B. Owner may store water available from any source legally available to it, as may be
evidenced by an LCRA Board reservation or other legally enforceable obligation,
provided the source of water is authorized for diversion from the diversion points in this
certificate.
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This amendment is issued subject to all terms, conditions and provisions contained in 
Certificate of Adjudication No. 14-5476, as amended, except as specifically amended herein. 

This amendment is issued subject to all superior and senior water rights in the Colorado 
River Basin. 

Owner agrees to be bound by the terms, conditions, and provisions contained herein and· 
such agreement is a condition precedent to the granting of this amendment. 

All other matters requested in the application which are not specifically granted by this 
amendment are denied. 

This amendment is issued subject to the Rules of the Texas Commission on Environmental 
Quality and to the right of continuing supervision of State water resources exercised by the 
Commission. 

For the Commission 

Date Issued: February 13, 2014
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TEXAS COMMISSION ON ENVIRONMENT AL QUALITY 

AMENDMENT TO A 

CERTIFICATE OF ADJUDICATION 

CERTIFICATE NO. 14-5476D TYPE§§ 11.122, 11.042, 11.085 

Owner: Lower Colorado River Authority Address: P.O. Box 220 

Filed: June 29, 2016 

Purposes: Agricultural, Municipal, 
Industrial, Mining, and 
Instream 

Watercourse: Colorado River 

Austin, Texas 78767 

Granted: November 13, 2017 

Counties: Wharton and 
Matagorda 

Watershed: Colorado River 
Basin, Colorado­
Lavaca Coastal Basin 
and Brazos-Colorado 
Coastal Basin 

WHEREAS, Certificate of Adjudication No. 14-5476 authorizes the Lower 
Colorado River Authority (LCRA) to maintain two existing dams and reservoirs (Lane 
City Dam and Bay City Dam) on the Colorado River, Colorado River Basin, and 
impound therein a combined capacity of 1,865 acre-feet of water; and 

WHEREAS, LCRA is also authorized to divert and use not to exceed 262,500 
acre-feet of water per year from three points on the reservoirs for municipal, 
industrial, mining and agricultural purposes to irrigate 50,000 acres of land 
within the LCRA Gulf Coast Water Division Service Area in Matagorda and 
Wharton Counties in the Colorado River Basin and the Colorado-Lavaca and 
Brazos-Colorado Coastal Basins; and 

WHEREAS, LCRA is also authorized to construct and maintain an off-channel 
reservoir in Wharton County (Lane City Off-channel Reservoir) and to impound therein 
up to 52,000 acre-feet of water, including water authorized for diversion under this 
certificate and any water legally available to LCRA; and to subsequently divert and use 
this stored water for municipal, industrial, mining, and agricultural purposes; and 

WHEREAS, the maximum diversion rate from Diversion Point No. 1 on the 
Lane City Dam and Reservoir is 561.00 cfs (252,450 gpm), the maximum diversion rate 



from Diversion Point No. 2 located on the Bay City Dam and Reservoir is 145.20 cfs 
(65,340 gpm), and the maximum diversion rate from Diversion Point No. 3 located on 
the Bay City Dam and Reservoir is 561.00 cfs (252,450 gpm); and 

WHEREAS, multiple time priorities and special conditions apply; and 

WHEREAS, LCRA seeks to amend Certificate of Adjudication No. 14-5476 to 
add instream uses as an authorized beneficial use of water appropriated in that 
Certificate and subsequently released from Lane City Off-channel Reservoir, in 
particular to help meet freshwater inflow needs into Matagorda Bay, and to add an 
authorized place of beneficial use of water appropriated in that Certificate and 
subsequently released from Lane City Off-channel Reservoir in Matagorda Bay 
generally located at the mouth of the Colorado River (River Mile 6), Latitude 
28.676000" N, Longitude 95.976800" W, also bearing S 11.4· E 6,580 feet from the 
northeast corner of the Stephen F. Austin Survey, Abstract No. 2, 1.5 miles 
southwest Matagorda City in Matagorda County; and 

WHEREAS, LCRA also seeks to amend the service area for water 
appropriated in Certificate of Adjudication No. 14-5476 to include Matagorda 
Bay;and 

WHEREAS, LCRA also seeks authorization to use the bed and banks of the 
Colorado River to convey water discharged from Lane City Off-channel Reservoir 
for subsequent diversion for beneficial uses authorized by the Certificate at any 
point along the Colorado River where LCRA or its customers have authorized 
diversion facilities for municipal, industrial, mining, agricultural or instream 
purposes, and for instream use in Matagorda Bay; and 

WHEREAS, the Texas Commission on Environmental Quality finds that 
jurisdiction over the application is established; and 

WHEREAS, the Executive Director recommends that special conditions be 
included in this amendment; and 

WHEREAS, the Commission has complied with the requirements of the Texas 
Water Code and Rules of the Texas Commission on Environmental Quality in issuing 
this amendment; 

NOW, THEREFORE, this amendment to Certificate of Adjudication No. 14-5476, 
designated Certificate of Adjudication No. 14-5476D, is issued to the Lower Colorado 
River Authority subject to the following terms and conditions: 

1. USE

In addition to the previous authorizations, Owner is authorized to use: 
A. Water appropriated in this Certificate for instream uses, subject to

the Special Conditions set forth in Paragraph 6.
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B. The bed and banks of the Colorado River from Lane City Dam and
Reservoir to the mouth of the Colorado River (Matagorda Bay) to
convey water discharged from Lane City Off-channel Reservoir.

2. DISCHARGE

Owner is authorized to discharge water from Lane City Off-channel Reservoir 
through a man-made channel and thence to the Colorado River at a point 
located at Latitude 29.192281" N, Longitude 96.070931" W, also bearing N 25· 
W, 860 feet from the southwest corner of the Sylvanus Castleman Survey, 
Abstract No. 11 in Wharton County at a maximum discharge rate during 
normal operations of 450 cfs (202,000 gpm) and a maximum discharge rate 
through the outfall of 750 cfs when Owner draws down the reservoir in 
response to an emergency condition related to extreme wind and 
precipitation events or other dam safety considerations. 

3. DIVERSION

In addition to the previous authorizations, and subject to the Special 
Conditions set forth in Paragraph 6, Owner is authorized to divert or use the 
water discharged from Lane City Off-channel Reservoir at the following points: 

A. Any point along the Colorado River downstream of the discharge
point authorized in Paragraph 2 where LCRA or its customers have
authorized diversion facilities for municipal, industrial, agricultural,
mining, or instream purposes.

B. Matagorda Bay, generally near the mouth of the Colorado River
(River Mile 6) located at Latitude 28.676000" N, Longitude
95.976800' W, also bearing S 11.4· E, 6,580 feet from the northeast
corner of the Stephen F. Austin Survey, Abstract No. 2, 1.5 miles
southwest Matagorda City in Matagorda County for instream use.

4. CONSERVATION

Owner shall implement water conservation plans that provide for the 
utilization of those practices, techniques, and technologies that reduce or 
maintain the consumption of water, prevent or reduce the loss or waste 
of water, maintain or improve the efficiency in the use of water, increase 
the recycling and reuse of water, or prevent the pollution of water, so 
that a water supply is made available for future or alternative uses. Such 
plans shall include a requirement that in every wholesale water supply 
contract entered into on or after the effective date of this amendment, 
including any contract extension or renewal, that each successive 
wholesale customer develop and implement conservation measures. If the 
customer intends to resell the water, then the contract for resale of the 
water shall have water conservation requirements so that each successive 
wholesale customer in the resale of the water will be required to 
implement water conservation measures. 
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5. TIME PRIORITY

This amendment does not change the time priority of the existing 
authorizations in the Certificate. 

6. SPEGAL CONDIDONS

A. Use of water for instream uses authorized under Paragraph 1 is limited to
use of water stored in Lane City Off-channel Reservoir authorized by
Certificate of Adjudication No. 14-5476C and shall not exceed the
amounts that, when added to the amount of other water projected to
arrive at the location described in Paragraph 3.B, would help meet the
monthly and/or relevant maximum seasonal levels of inflow described in
the figure set forth in 30 Tex. Admin. Code§ 298.330(a) when LCRA is
releasing water from the Lane City Off-channel Reservoir to help meet a
monthly inflow and/or a spring, fall or intervening season quantity.

B. The diversion rate of water and, where applied to instream flow, the rate
of delivery for use of water at the location described in Paragraph 3.B, is
limited to a maximum combined rate not to exceed the rate of water
discharged under Paragraph 2 of this Certificate, less conveyance losses to
the point(s) of diversion and use.

C. Owner shall measure and record daily the rate and amount of water
discharged into the Colorado River from Lane City Off-channel Reservoir,
estimated conveyance losses, and the amounts subsequently diverted and
used under Paragraph 3 of this Certificate of Adjudication No. 14-5476D
to meet its downstream water supply commitments to customers or used
to help meet freshwater inflow needs in Matagorda Bay. Owner shall
account for the amount of water used in its annual water use reports to
the Commission.

D. So long as LCRA owns Certificate of Adjudication No. 14-5437, as
amended, jointly with the STP Nuclear Operating Company, on behalf of
the SIP Owners, and except to the extent STP Nuclear Operating Company
provides prior and specific written consent, deliveries of water pursuant
to this amendment to locations where STP Nuclear Operating Company
owns or operates authorized diversion facilities may be made only for
purposes of supplying water to STP Nuclear Operating Company
consistent with Contractual Permit No. 327 A using physical facilities that
STP Nuclear Operating Company owns and operates, or that are owned by
or operated on behalf of the SIP Owners.

This amendment is issued subject to all terms, conditions, and provisions 
contained in Certificate of Adjudication No. 14-5476, as amended, except as 
specifically amended herein. 

This amendment is issued subject to all superior and senior water rights in the 
Colorado River Basin. 
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Owner agrees to be bound by the terms, conditions and provisions 
contained herein and such agreement is a condition precedent to the granting of 
this amendment. 

All other matters requested in the application which are not specifically granted 
by this amendment are denied. 

This amendment is issued subject to the Rules of the Texas Commission on 
Environmental Quality and to the right of continuing supervision of state water 
resources exercised by the Commission. 

�_A.t}yl_ 
For the Commission 

Date Issued: November 13, 2017 
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Exhibit D 

Draft Temporary Water Use Permit  

LCRA Temporary Water Rights Permit Application 

 

  

     

 

  TEXAS COMMISSION ON ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY 
 

 
 

TEMPORARY WATER USE PERMIT 
 
PERMIT NO.  XXXXX     TYPE § 11.138 
 
Permittee:   Lower Colorado River   Address: PO Box 220 
                     Authority  Austin, Texas 78767 
  
Received:   XXXXX Granted: XXXXX 
 
Purpose:  Industrial County: Wharton 
 
Watercourse:  Colorado River  Basin: Colorado River Basin  
   
 

WHEREAS, after considering the recommendation of the staff relative to the above 
identified application, the following findings of fact and conclusions of law are made: 

 
FINDINGS OF FACT 

 
1. The application is in proper form and accompanied by all necessary fees.   

 
2. Certificate of Adjudication No. 14-5476 (Certificate) authorizes Lower Colorado River 

Authority (LCRA) to impound water in Lane City Dam on the Colorado River, Colorado 
River Basin in Wharton County. Paragraph 5.B. of the Certificate requires the gate on 
Lane City Dam to be in the down or open position for all periods other than March 15 
to October 15 of each year. 

 
3. LCRA is performing rehabilitation work on Lane City Dam as a result of damage to the 

dam and surrounding areas that occurred in high flow events.  
 

4. LCRA seeks a temporary water use permit to authorize the gate at Lane City Dam to be 
in the up or closed position at times during the period from October 16 to March 14 
while rehabilitation work is performed at and adjacent to Lane City Dam.  

 
5. LCRA indicates that, at times the gate at Lane City Dam is in the up or closed position 

during the periods from October 16 to March 14, the Lane City Dam pool will be 
maintained full via operational water from Arbuckle Reservoir, which is authorized 
under the same Certificate 14-5476 as Lane City Dam or supplied under an LCRA Board 
commitment to offset any impacts on State water.   

 
6. Notice of this application was mailed to the downstream water right holders of record 

within the Colorado River Basin. 
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 CONCLUSIONS OF LAW 

 
1.  Jurisdiction is vested to consider this application under Texas Water Code  

§ 11.138 and Title 30 Texas Administrative Code §§ 295.174 and 297.13. 
 

2. The applicant has complied with the particular requirements of the Texas Commission 
on Environmental Quality.  
 

3. The Executive Director recommends that special conditions be included. 
 

  NOW, THEREFORE, Temporary Water Use Permit No. XXXXX is issued to the Lower 
Colorado River Authority subject to the following terms and conditions: 
 

1. USE 
 

Permittee is authorized, for a period of three years, to maintain the existing gate 
structure in the up or closed position at any time on a year-round basis and impound 
an additional 63 acre-feet of water per year for industrial purposes to perform 
rehabilitation work at the Lane City Dam and reservoir, on the Colorado River, 
Colorado River Basin, Wharton County, authorized under Certificate of Adjudication 
No. 14-5476.  

 
2. SPECIAL CONDITIONS 

 
A. This temporary water use permit shall expire and become null and void on the 

earlier of three years from the date of issuance or upon completion of the 
rehabilitation project for Lane City Dam with no further Commission action. 
Permittee waives the right to notice and hearing on cancellation of this water right 
and will notify the Executive Director if completion of the rehabilitation of Lane 
City Dam occurs prior to the expiration of this permit. 

 
B. This temporary water use permit is junior in priority to all existing water rights in 

the Colorado River Basin. 
 

C. Permittee shall provide up to 63 acre-feet of water, plus conveyance losses, from 
Permittee’s Arbuckle Reservoir storage and or/or its firm water supplies to 
maintain the water level of the pool of Lane City Dam, authorized in Certificate of 
Adjudication 14-5476, at or above the top of the gate or dam spillway with water 
flowing over the top of the gate or spillway at times the gate is in the up or closed 
position during the period between October 16 and March 14 for the three-year 
period this permit is in effect.  

 
D. Permittee shall maintain records of daily gage flows at USGS Gage 08162000, 

Colorado River at Wharton, Texas and records of the amount of water provided 
from Permittee’s operational supplies to maintain the water level of the pool of 
Lane City Dam between October 16 and March 14 for the three-year period this 
permit is in effect. Permittee shall make the records available to the Executive 
Director immediately upon request.  

 
This temporary water use permit does not vest in its holder a permanent right and 

shall in no event be construed as a commitment of the Commission to approve or disapprove any 
other application or request by the Permittee. 
 

Permittee agrees to be bound by the terms, conditions, and provisions contained 
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herein, and such agreement is a condition precedent to the granting of this temporary water use 
permit.   
  

All other matters requested in the application which are not specifically granted by this 
temporary water use permit are denied. 

 
 
 
This permit is issued subject to the Rules of the Texas Commission on Environmental 

Quality and to its right of continuing supervision. 
 
 
 
                       
 

 
_______________________  
For the Commission 

 
 
DATE ISSUED:  
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