
TEXAS COMMISSION ON ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY 
 

 
 

NOTICE OF AN APPLICATION FOR A  
TEMPORARY WATER USE PERMIT 

 
APPLICATION NO. 13841 

 
 
Sims Southwest Corporation seeks a temporary water use permit to divert and use not to 
exceed 10 acre-feet of water, within a period of one year, from a point on Buffalo Bayou 
(Houston Ship Channel), tributary of the San Jacinto River, San Jacinto River Basin, at a 
maximum diversion rate of 0.65 cfs (290 gpm), for industrial purposes in Harris County. More 
information on the application and how to participate in the permitting process is given below. 
  
APPLICATION.  Sims Southwest Corporation, Applicant, 21 Japhet Street., Houston, TX 77020, 
has applied to the Texas Commission on Environmental Quality (TCEQ) for a Temporary Water 
Use Permit pursuant to Texas Water Code § 11.138 and TCEQ Rules Title 30 Texas 
Administrative Code (TAC) §§ 295.1, et seq. Notice is being mailed to the downstream water 
right holders of record in the San Jacinto River Basin pursuant to Title 30 TAC § 295.154(a).  
 
Sims Southwest Corporation seeks a temporary water use permit to divert and use not to 
exceed 10 acre-feet of water, within a period of one year, from a point on Buffalo Bayou 
(Houston Ship Channel), tributary of the San Jacinto River, San Jacinto River Basin, at a 
maximum diversion rate of 0.65 cfs (290 gpm) for industrial purposes in Harris County. 
 
The water will be diverted from a point located at Latitude 29.760111˚ N, Longitude 
95.325381˚ W in Harris County, ZIP Code 77020. 
 
The application and partial fees were received on May 25, 2022. Additional information and 
fees were received on December 12, 14, and 16, 2022 and February 13, 17, and 22, 2023. The 
application was declared administratively complete and accepted for filing with the Office of 
the Chief Clerk on March 8, 2023. 
 
The Executive Director completed the technical review of the application and prepared a draft 
permit. The draft permit, if granted, would include special conditions including, but not limited 
to, a requirement to take reasonable measures to reduce impacts to aquatic resources due to 
impingement and entrainment. The application, technical memoranda, and Executive Director’s 
draft permit are available for viewing on the TCEQ web page at: 
https://www.tceq.texas.gov/permitting/water_rights/wr-permitting/view-wr-pend-apps. 
Alternatively, you may request a copy of the documents by contacting the TCEQ Office of the 
Chief Clerk by phone at (512) 239-3300 or by mail at TCEQ OCC, Notice Team (MC-105), P.O. 
Box 13087, Austin, Texas 78711.  
 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT / PUBLIC MEETING.  Written public comments and requests for a public 
meeting should be submitted to the Office of the Chief Clerk, at the address provided in the 
information section below, by July 05, 2023. A public meeting is intended for the taking of 
public comment, and is not a contested case hearing. A public meeting will be held if the 

https://www.tceq.texas.gov/permitting/water_rights/wr-permitting/view-wr-pend-apps


Executive Director determines that there is a significant degree of public interest in the 
application. 
 
CONTESTED CASE HEARING.  The TCEQ may grant a contested case hearing on this 
application if a written hearing request is filed by July 05, 2023. The Executive Director may 
approve the application unless a written request for a contested case hearing is filed by July 05, 
2023. 
 
To request a contested case hearing, you must submit the following:  (1) your name (or for a 
group or association, an official representative), mailing address, daytime phone number, and 
fax number, if any; (2) applicant's name and permit number; (3) the statement "[I/we] request a 
contested case hearing;" (4) a brief and specific description of how you would be affected by the 
application in a way not common to the general public; and (5) the location and distance of 
your property relative to the proposed activity. You may also submit proposed conditions for 
the requested permit which would satisfy your concerns. Requests for a contested case hearing 
must be submitted in writing to the Office of the Chief Clerk at the address provided in the 
information section below. 
 
If a hearing request is filed, the Executive Director will not issue the permit and will forward the 
application and hearing request to the TCEQ Commissioners for their consideration at a 
scheduled Commission meeting. 
 
INFORMATION.  Written hearing requests, public comments, or requests for a public meeting 
should be submitted to the Office of the Chief Clerk, MC 105, TCEQ, P.O. Box 13087, Austin, TX 
78711-3087 or electronically at https://www14.tceq.texas.gov/epic/eComment/  by entering 
WRTP 13841 in the search field. For information concerning the hearing process, please contact 
the Public Interest Counsel, MC 103, at the same address.  
 
For additional information, individual members of the general public may contact the Public 
Education Program at 1-800-687-4040. General information regarding the TCEQ can be found at 
our web site at www.tceq.texas.gov. Si desea información en Español, puede llamar al 1-800-
687-4040 o por el internet al http://www.tceq.texas.gov 
 
 
 
Issued:  June 16, 2023 
 
 
 

https://www14.tceq.texas.gov/epic/eComment/
http://www.tceq.texas.gov/
http://www.tceq.texas.gov/


 

TEXAS COMMISSION ON ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY 
 

 
 

TEMPORARY WATER USE PERMIT 
 

 
PERMIT NO. 13841  TYPE § 11.138 
 
Permittee:              
 
 
Received:  

Sims Southwest Corporation 
 
 
May 25, 2022 

Address:          
 
 
Granted:  

21 Japhet Street  
Houston, TX 77020 
 

 
Watercourse:
  

 
Buffalo Bayou (Houston Ship 
Channel) 

 
County:  
 
Watershed: 

 
Harris 
 
San Jacinto River Basin 

 
WHEREAS, after considering the recommendation of the staff relative to the above 

identified application, the following findings of fact and conclusions of law are made: 
 

FINDINGS OF FACT 
 

1. The application is in proper form and accompanied by all necessary fees. 
 
2. Sufficient water is available at the proposed diversion point to satisfy the requested 

diversion and use of not to exceed 10 acre-feet of water, within a period of one year, 
from a point on Buffalo Bayou (Houston Ship Channel), tributary of the San Jacinto 
River, San Jacinto River Basin, for industrial purposes in Harris County. 

 
3. The water will be diverted at a maximum diversion rate of 0.65 cfs (290 gpm) from a 

point located at Latitude 29.760111˚ N, Longitude 95.325381˚ W in Harris County.  
 
4. Notice of this application was mailed to the downstream water right holders of 

record. 
 
 

 CONCLUSIONS OF LAW 
 

A. Jurisdiction is vested to consider this application under Texas Water Code § 11.138 
and Title 30 Texas Administrative Code §§ 295.174 and 297.13. 

 
B. Applicant has complied with the particular requirements of the Texas Commission on 

Environmental Quality.  
 

C. The Executive Director recommends that special conditions be included. 
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  NOW, THEREFORE, Temporary Water Use Permit No. 13841 is issued to the Sims 
Southwest Corporation subject to the following terms and conditions: 
 

1. USE 
 

Permittee is authorized to divert and use not to exceed 10 acre-feet of water, within a 
period of one year, from a point on Buffalo Bayou (Houston Ship Channel) for 
industrial purposes in Harris County. 
 

2. DIVERSION 
 
Permittee is authorized to divert: 

 
A. From a point on Buffalo Bayou (Houston Ship Channel) located at Latitude 

29.760111˚ N, Longitude 95.325381˚ W in Harris County. 
 

B. At a maximum diversion rate of 0.65 cfs (290 gpm). 
 

3. SPECIAL CONDITIONS 
 
A. Permittee shall implement reasonable measures in order to reduce impacts to 

aquatic resources due to entrainment or impingement. Such measures shall 
include, but shall not be limited to, the installation of screens on any new 
diversion structure(s). 
 

B. Upon diversion and use of the water authorized herein, this temporary water use 
permit shall expire and be of no further force and effect. 

 
C. This temporary water use permit shall expire and become null and void one year 

from the date of issuance with no further Commission action. Permittee also 
waives the right to notice and hearing on cancellation of this water right.  

 
D. No diversion of water shall be made when such water is required to satisfy 

domestic and livestock demands downstream, or when necessary to satisfy senior 
and superior water rights and instream needs. 

 
E. Permittee shall install and maintain a measuring device or method which 

accounts for, within 5% accuracy, the quantity of water diverted from the point 
authorized above in Paragraph 2. DIVERSION and maintain measurement records.  

 
F. Permittee shall allow representatives of the Texas Commission on Environmental 

Quality reasonable access to the property to inspect the measuring device and 
records.  
 

G. The issuance of this temporary water use permit does not grant to the permittee 
the right to use private or public property for diversion of water authorized by 
this permit. This includes property belonging to but not limited to any individual, 
partnership, corporation or public entity. Neither does this permit authorize any 
invasion of personal rights nor any violation of federal, state, or local laws or 
regulations. It is the responsibility of the permittee to acquire property rights as 
may be necessary to make any diversion authorized by this permit. 
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This temporary water use permit does not vest in its holder a permanent right and 
shall in no event be construed as a commitment of the Commission to approve or disapprove 
any other application or request by the Permittee. 
 

Permittee agrees to be bound by the terms, conditions, and provisions contained 
herein, and such agreement is a condition precedent to the granting of this temporary water 
use permit. 

 
All other matters requested in the application which are not specifically granted by 

this temporary water use permit are denied. 
 

This temporary water use permit is issued subject to the Rules of the Texas 
Commission on Environmental Quality and to its right of continuing supervision. 

 
 
 
_____________________________ 

      For the Commission 
DATE ISSUED: 
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Natalia Ponebshek

From: Amy Hickman >
Sent: Friday, June 9, 2023 5:13 PM
To: Natalia Ponebshek
Subject: Re: Sims Southwest Corporation WRTP 13841 Draft Permit

No comment.  
 
Thank you! 
 
Get Outlook for iOS 

From: Natalia Ponebshek <Natalia.Ponebshek@tceq.texas.gov> 
Sent: Monday, May 22, 2023 3:44:20 PM 
To: Amy Hickman > 
Subject: Sims Southwest Corporation WRTP 13841 Draft Permit  
  
Mimecast Attachment Protection has deemed this file to be safe, but always exercise caution when opening files. 

* * * EXTERNAL EMAIL - PLEASE USE CAUTION * * * This email originated from outside of Sims. Do not click or 
open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe. 

Hello, 
  
Please find the attached draft amendment and notice for the abovementioned application. Please provide any 
comments you may have by close of business on June 5, 2023. 
  
Thank you, 
  
Natalia Ponebshek, Project Manager 
Water Rights Permitting Team 
Water Rights Permitting and Availability Section 
(512) 239-4641 
  
 
 
This transmission may contain information that is privileged, confidential, proprietary, and exempt from disclosure 
under applicable law. If you are not the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any disclosure, copying, 
distribution, or use of the information contained herein (including any reliance thereon) is STRICTLY PROHIBITED. If you 
received this transmission in error, please contact the sender and delete the material from any computer immediately. 
Thank you.  



Jon Niermann, Chairman 

Emily Lindley, Commissioner 

Bobby Janecka, Commissioner 

Erin E. Chancellor, Interim Executive Director 

TEXAS COMMISSION ON ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY 
Protecting Texas by Reducing and Preventing Pollution 

P.O. Box 13087   •   Austin, Texas 78711-3087   •   512-239-1000   •   tceq.texas.gov 

How is our customer service? tceq.texas.gov/customersurvey 
printed on recycled paper 

May 22, 2023 

Ms. Amy Hickman, EHS Specialist       VIA E-MAIL  
Sims Southwest Corporation   
21 Japhet Street  
Houston, TX 77020  
 
RE: Sims Southwest Corporation  

WRTP 13841  
CN605379064, RN111507281  
Application No. 13841 for a Temporary Water Use Permit  
Texas Water Code § 11.138, Requiring Limited Mailed Notice  
Buffalo Bayou, San Jacinto River Basin  
Harris County  

 
Dear Ms. Hickman: 
 
Drafts, subject to revision, of the public notice, proposed Temporary Water Use Permit No. 
13841, and the related technical memoranda are attached.   
 
Staff is recommending that the referenced application be granted in accordance with the 
attached drafts. Please review the drafts and contact me no later than June 5, 2023 with any 
comments or questions as the notice will be forwarded to the Office of the Chief Clerk for 
mailing after that date. 
 
Please note this application requires a 15-day comment period and once the comment period 
has closed, the proposed Temporary Water Use Permit No. 13841 may be issued as drafted 
given no hearing requests are received.  
 
If you have any questions concerning this matter, please contact me via email at 
Natalia.Ponebshek@tceq.texas.gov or at (512) 239-4641. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Natalia Ponebshek, Project Manager  
Water Rights Permitting Team  
Water Rights Permitting and Availability Section  
Texas Commission on Environmental Quality 
 
Attachments 
 

 

 













Texas Commission on Environmental Quality 

INTEROFFICE MEMORANDUM 

To:  Natalia Ponebshek, Project Manager  
Water Rights Permitting Team 

Date: April 24, 2023

Through:  Leslie Patterson, Team Leader 
Resource Protection Team 

From:  Richard Schmoyer, Aquatic Scientist 

Resource Protection Team  

Subject:  Sims Southwest Corporation 

WRTP 13841 
CN605379064 

Buffalo Bayou (Houston Ship Channel), San Jacinto River Basin 
Harris County 

Environmental reviews of water right applications are conducted in accordance with 

applicable provisions of the Texas Water Code (TWC) and the administrative rules 
of the Texas Commission on Environmental Quality (TCEQ). The provisions 

applicable to environmental reviews can vary according to the type and the location 
of the authorization requested. 

APPLICATION SUMMARY 

Sims Southwest Corporation (Applicant) seeks a temporary water use permit to 
divert a maximum of 10 acre-feet of water within a three-year period from a point 

on Buffalo Bayou (Houston Ship Channel), San Jacinto River Basin, at a maximum 
diversion rate of 0.65 cfs (290 gpm) for industrial purposes in Harris County.  
 

ENVIRONMENTAL ANALYSIS 

On April 20, 2011, the TCEQ adopted environmental flow standards for the Trinity 
and San Jacinto Rivers, and Galveston Bay (Title 30 Texas Administrative Code 
(TAC) Chapter 298 Subchapter B).  These environmental flow standards are 

considered adequate to support a sound ecological environment (Title 30 TAC § 
298.210). This review is conducted in accordance with §11.147(e-3) of the TWC 

and Title 30 TAC Chapter 298 Subchapter B (Trinity and San Jacinto Rivers, and 
Galveston Bay). Title 30 TAC §298.225 does not include adopted environmental 
flow standards for Buffalo Bayou. The Applicant’s proposed diversion point is 

located in the tidally influenced portion of Buffalo Bayou.  

 

 



Sims Southwest Corporation, WRTP 13841 

Buffalo Bayou (Houston Ship Channel), San Jacinto River Basin 

Page 2 of 2 

RECOMMENDATIONS 

Resource Protection staff recommend the following Special Conditions be included 

in the proposed temporary permit, if granted: 

1. Permittee shall implement reasonable measures in order to reduce impacts to 
aquatic resources due to entrainment or impingement. Such measures shall 

include, but shall not be limited to, the installation of screens on any 
diversion structure(s). 

 

_________________________________________ 

Richard Schmoyer, Aquatic Scientist 

Resource Protection Team 
 





 
Sims Southwest Corporation, WRTP 13841 
Buffalo Bayou, San Jacinto River Basin 
Page 2 of 2 

 
 

 

information, water right information, naturalized flows, evaporation rates, and 
specific management assumptions. Hydrology staff utilizes WRAP to evaluate water 
rights applications to determine water availability and to ensure that senior water 

rights are protected. 

The application is located in a portion of Buffalo Bayou (Houston Ship Channel), 

where the water rights are considered saline; therefore, a water availability analysis 

is not necessary. However, by rule, the application was evaluated in accordance 

with 30 TAC §298.225(a) to determine whether the authorization requested in the 

application would reduce the long-term frequency on a seasonal or annual basis at 

which the volumes of freshwater inflows described in that subsection occur. Staff 

used the Full Authorization simulation of San Jacinto River WAM, with the 

application included, to calculate the frequencies at which the volumes of 

freshwater inflows occur. Results of the analysis indicate that there is no reduction 

of the frequencies below the frequencies specified in the rule. Therefore, staff’s 

opinion is that the application would not result in a reduction of freshwater inflows 

on a seasonal or annual basis. 

The diversion requested in the application is for a short period of time (three 

years). The temporary permit will be junior to all existing water rights and subject 
to suspension if water is needed for those water rights. Staff’s opinion is that 
existing water rights will not be affected by this short-term permit. 

Conclusion 

Hydrology staff can support granting the application provided the permit includes 

Resource Protection Staff’s special condition. 

 

 

 

Andrew Maria, Hydrologist 
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Natalia Ponebshek

From: Amy Hickman < >
Sent: Monday, April 10, 2023 1:32 PM
To: Natalia Ponebshek
Subject: RE: WRTP Documentation

Thank you!  
  

From: Natalia Ponebshek <Natalia.Ponebshek@tceq.texas.gov>  
Sent: Monday, April 10, 2023 1:14 PM 
To: Amy Hickman > 
Subject: RE: WRTP Documentation 
  
* * * EXTERNAL EMAIL - PLEASE USE CAUTION * * * This email originated from outside of Sims. Do not click or 
open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe. 

This application is currently in technical review. Please let me know if you have any further questions. 
  
Thank you, 
  
Natalia Ponebshek, Project Manager 
Water Rights Permitting Team 
Water Rights Permitting and Availability Section 
(512) 239-4641 
  
  

From: Amy Hickman   
Sent: Monday, April 10, 2023 12:42 PM 
To: Natalia Ponebshek <Natalia.Ponebshek@tceq.texas.gov> 
Subject: WRTP Documentation 
  
Good afternoon Natalia, 
  
Do you have anything that I can use to show permit status?  
  
Amy Hickman 
Sims Metal 
EHS Specialist, Southwest Region 
  
21 Japhet St. 
Houston, TX 77020 
  
90 Hirsch Rd. 
Houston, TX 77020 
  
Mobile: 713-380-9617 
  
www.simsmm.com 
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Our Company Core Values:  SAFETY  -  Integrity -  Respect  - Transparency  -  Excellence  -  Social Responsibility 
  
  
 
 
This transmission may contain information that is privileged, confidential, proprietary, and exempt from disclosure 
under applicable law. If you are not the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any disclosure, copying, 
distribution, or use of the information contained herein (including any reliance thereon) is STRICTLY PROHIBITED. If you 
received this transmission in error, please contact the sender and delete the material from any computer immediately. 
Thank you.  
 
 
This transmission may contain information that is privileged, confidential, proprietary, and exempt from disclosure 
under applicable law. If you are not the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any disclosure, copying, 
distribution, or use of the information contained herein (including any reliance thereon) is STRICTLY PROHIBITED. If you 
received this transmission in error, please contact the sender and delete the material from any computer immediately. 
Thank you.  
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Natalia Ponebshek

From: Amy Hickman <
Sent: Wednesday, March 8, 2023 5:53 PM
To: Natalia Ponebshek
Subject: Re: Sims Southwest Corporation WRTP 13841 ADC

Thank you!  
 
We will need to work on the permanent permit. I don’t want to wait until it’s approaching expiration to do something.  
 
Get Outlook for iOS 

From: Natalia Ponebshek <Natalia.Ponebshek@tceq.texas.gov> 
Sent: Wednesday, March 8, 2023 5:35:47 PM 
To: Amy Hickman > 
Subject: Sims Southwest Corporation WRTP 13841 ADC  
  
Mimecast Attachment Protection has deemed this file to be safe, but always exercise caution when opening files. 

* * * EXTERNAL EMAIL - PLEASE USE CAUTION * * * This email originated from outside of Sims. Do not click or 
open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe. 

Hello, 
  
The abovementioned application is now administratively complete. Please let me know if you have any further 
questions. 
  
Thank you, 
  
Natalia Ponebshek, Project Manager 
Water Rights Permitting Team 
Water Rights Permitting and Availability Section 
(512) 239-4641 
  
  
 
 
This transmission may contain information that is privileged, confidential, proprietary, and exempt from disclosure 
under applicable law. If you are not the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any disclosure, copying, 
distribution, or use of the information contained herein (including any reliance thereon) is STRICTLY PROHIBITED. If you 
received this transmission in error, please contact the sender and delete the material from any computer immediately. 
Thank you.  



TCEQ Interoffice Memorandum 

Texas Commission on Environmental Quality 

TO:             Office of the Chief Clerk   
Texas Commission on Environmental Quality 

THRU:          Chris Kozlowski, Team Leader 
Water Rights Permitting Team 

FROM:          Natalia Ponebshek, Project Manager 
Water Rights Permitting Team 

DATE:  March 8, 2023 

SUBJECT:     Sims Southwest Corporation 
WRTP 13841  
CN605379064, RN111507281  
Application No. 13841 for a Temporary Water Use Permit  
Texas Water Code § 11.138, Requiring Limited Mailed Notice 
Buffalo Bayou, San Jacinto River Basin  
Harris County  

The application and partial fees were received on May 25, 2022. Additional 
information and fees were received on December 12, 14, and 16, 2022 and 
February 13, 17, and 22, 2023. The application was declared administratively 
complete and accepted for filing with the Office of the Chief Clerk on March 8, 2023. 
Limited mailed notice to downstream water right holders of record in the San 
Jacinto River Basin is required pursuant to Title 30 Texas Administrative Code § 
295.154(a). 

All fees have been paid and the application is sufficient for filing. 

_________________________ 
Natalia Ponebshek, Project Manager  
Water Rights Permitting Team  
Water Rights Permitting and Availability Section 
Texas Commission on Environmental Quality 

OCC Mailed Notice Required    ☒ YES ☐ NO



Jon Niermann, Chairman 

Emily Lindley, Commissioner 

Bobby Janecka, Commissioner 

Erin E. Chancellor, Interim Executive Director 

 

TEXAS COMMISSION ON ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY 
Protecting Texas by Reducing and Preventing Pollution 

March 8, 2023 
     
Ms. Amy Hickman, EHS Specialist       VIA E-MAIL 
Sims Southwest Corporation  
21 Japhet Street 
Houston, TX 77020 
 
RE:      Sims Southwest Corporation 

WRTP 13841 
CN605379064, RN111507281 

 Application No. 13841 for a Temporary Water Use Permit 
Texas Water Code § 11.138, Requiring Limited Mailed Notice 
Buffalo Bayou, San Jacinto River Basin 

 Harris County 
    
Dear Ms. Hickman: 
 
This acknowledges receipt, on February 13, 17, and 22, 2023, of additional information. 
 
The application was declared administratively complete and filed with the Office of the Chief 
Clerk on March 8, 2023. Staff will continue processing the application for consideration by the 
Executive Director.  
 
Please be advised that additional information may be requested during the technical review 
phase of the application process. 
 
If you have any questions concerning the application, please contact me via email at 
Natalia.Ponebshek@tceq.texas.gov or by telephone at (512) 239-4641.   
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Natalia Ponebshek, Project Manager  
Water Rights Permitting Team 
Water Rights Permitting and Availability Section 
Texas Commission on Environmental Quality 
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Natalia Ponebshek

From: Amy Hickman 
Sent: Wednesday, February 22, 2023 4:32 PM
To: Natalia Ponebshek
Subject: Amendment
Attachments: TX Certificate of Amendment.pdf

See attached. Let me know if this works. Thanks! 
 
Get Outlook for iOS 
 
 
This transmission may contain information that is privileged, confidential, proprietary, and exempt from disclosure 
under applicable law. If you are not the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any disclosure, copying, 
distribution, or use of the information contained herein (including any reliance thereon) is STRICTLY PROHIBITED. If you 
received this transmission in error, please contact the sender and delete the material from any computer immediately. 
Thank you.  





 Texas Commission on Environmental Quality 
TELEPHONE MEMO TO THE FIILE 

 
Call to:   

Amy Hickman 

Call from: TECQ Staff  

Natalia Ponebshek 

Date: 

2/21/2023 

Applicant:  (app name and #) 

Sims Southwest Corporation 13841 

Information for File follows: 

 

I called Ms. Hickman to discuss the RFI response, as the submitted deeds were not in the name of the 

applicant. The contact stated that Sims Southwest Corporation and Proler Southwest Inc are the same 

company, and she will send me documents to demonstrate this. 

 

- Natalia Ponebshek          2/21/2023 

Signed  
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Natalia Ponebshek

From: Amy Hickman 
Sent: Friday, February 17, 2023 2:09 PM
To: Natalia Ponebshek
Subject: RE: Sims Southwest Corporation WRTP 13841 RFI 2
Attachments: Japhet Deed of Trust.pdf

Good afternoon, 
  
See attached. I’m hoping this is it.  
  

From: Natalia Ponebshek <Natalia.Ponebshek@tceq.texas.gov>  
Sent: Friday, January 13, 2023 3:08 PM 
To: Amy Hickman > 
Subject: Sims Southwest Corporation WRTP 13841 RFI 2 
  
Mimecast Attachment Protection has deemed this file to be safe, but always exercise caution when opening files. 

* * * EXTERNAL EMAIL - PLEASE USE CAUTION * * * This email originated from outside of Sims. Do not click or 
open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe. 

Please find the attached request for information for the abovementioned application. A response is due by February 3, 
2023. 
  
Thank you, 
  
Natalia Ponebshek, Project Manager 
Water Rights Permitting Team 
Water Rights Permitting and Availability Section 
(512) 239-4641 
  
 
 
This transmission may contain information that is privileged, confidential, proprietary, and exempt from disclosure 
under applicable law. If you are not the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any disclosure, copying, 
distribution, or use of the information contained herein (including any reliance thereon) is STRICTLY PROHIBITED. If you 
received this transmission in error, please contact the sender and delete the material from any computer immediately. 
Thank you.  







































 Texas Commission on Environmental Quality 
TELEPHONE MEMO TO THE FIILE 

 
Call to:   

Ms. Amy Hickman 

Call from: TECQ Staff  

Natalia Ponebshek 

Date: 

2/16/2023 

Applicant:  (app name and #) 

Simms Southwest Corporation 13841 

Information for File follows: 

This call was to discuss the RFI 2 response and inform the applicant that we need land deeds to 

demonstrate ownership of the diversion point location. The applicant will try to provide the information by 

COB 2/17/2023.  

 

 

Natalia Ponebshek   2/16/2023 

Signed  
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Natalia Ponebshek

From: Amy Hickman < >
Sent: Monday, February 13, 2023 3:03 PM
To: Natalia Ponebshek
Subject: RE: Sims Southwest Corporation WRTP 13841 RFI 2
Attachments: 2022 Harris County TX Propety Tax Payment 040-259-000-0026 CR$.pdf; 2022 Harris 

County TX Propety Tax Payment 040-259-000-0069 CR.pdf; 2022 HCAD Order 
Determining Protets - Proler Southwest 04025900000026.pdf; 2022 HCAD Order 
Determining Protets - Proler Southwest LP 0402590000069.pdf

Good afternoon Natalia, 
  
I have attached a few Tax and HCAD documents that I was able to get my hands on. I’m hoping at least one of these are 
sufficient in proving ownership of the diversion point.  
If none of these are acceptable, can you please provide some examples of what is acceptable so I know exactly what to 
ask for? I seem to get a much quicker response from our Finance Dept. vs the Legal Dept.  
  
Thanks! 
  

From: Natalia Ponebshek <Natalia.Ponebshek@tceq.texas.gov>  
Sent: Friday, January 13, 2023 3:08 PM 
To: Amy Hickman  
Subject: Sims Southwest Corporation WRTP 13841 RFI 2 
  
Mimecast Attachment Protection has deemed this file to be safe, but always exercise caution when opening files. 

* * * EXTERNAL EMAIL - PLEASE USE CAUTION * * * This email originated from outside of Sims. Do not click or 
open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe. 

Please find the attached request for information for the abovementioned application. A response is due by February 3, 
2023. 
  
Thank you, 
  
Natalia Ponebshek, Project Manager 
Water Rights Permitting Team 
Water Rights Permitting and Availability Section 
(512) 239-4641 
  
 
 
This transmission may contain information that is privileged, confidential, proprietary, and exempt from disclosure 
under applicable law. If you are not the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any disclosure, copying, 
distribution, or use of the information contained herein (including any reliance thereon) is STRICTLY PROHIBITED. If you 
received this transmission in error, please contact the sender and delete the material from any computer immediately. 
Thank you.  
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Natalia Ponebshek

From: Natalia Ponebshek
Sent: Friday, January 13, 2023 3:08 PM
To: Amy Hickman
Subject: Sims Southwest Corporation WRTP 13841 RFI 2
Attachments: Sims_Southwest_Corporation_13841_RFI_2_Sent_1.13.2023.pdf

Please find the attached request for information for the abovementioned application. A response is due by February 3, 
2023. 
  
Thank you, 
  
Natalia Ponebshek, Project Manager 
Water Rights Permitting Team 
Water Rights Permitting and Availability Section 
(512) 239-4641 
 



Jon Niermann, Chairman 

Emily Lindley, Commissioner 

Bobby Janecka, Commissioner 

Erin Chancellor, Interim Executive Director 

 

TEXAS COMMISSION ON ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY 
Protecting Texas by Reducing and Preventing Pollution 

P.O. Box 13087   •   Austin, Texas 78711-3087   •   512-239-1000   •   tceq.texas.gov 

How is our customer service?     tceq.texas.gov/customersurvey 
printed on recycled paper 

January 13, 2023 
 

Ms. Amy Hickman, EHS Specialist       VIA E-MAIL 
Sims Southwest Corporation  
21 Japhet Street 
Houston, TX 77020 
          
RE: Sims Southwest Corporation 

WRTP 13841 
CN605379064, RN111507281 

 Application No. 13841 for a Temporary Water Use Permit 
Texas Water Code § 11.138, Requiring Limited Mailed Notice 
Buffalo Bayou, San Jacinto River Basin 

 Harris County 
 
Dear Ms. Hickman: 
 
This acknowledges receipt, on December 12, 14, and 16, 2022, of additional information and 
fees in the amount of $21.62 (Receipt No. M306695, copy attached). 
 
Before the application can be declared administratively complete, provide recorded copies of 
legal documents establishing ownership of the proposed diversion point, or a copy of a duly 
acknowledged written easement, consent, or license from the landowner(s) whose land is 
associated with the proposed diversion point, pursuant to Title 30 Texas Administrative Code 
(TAC) § 295.10. 
  
Please provide the requested information by February 13, 2023 or the application may be 
returned pursuant to Title 30 TAC § 281.18. 
 
If you have any questions concerning this matter, please contact me via e-mail at 
Natalia.Ponebshek@tceq.texas.gov or by telephone at (512) 239-4641. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Natalia Ponebshek, Project Manager 
Water Rights Permitting Team 
Water Rights Permitting and Availability Section 
Texas Commission on Environmental Quality 
 
Attachment 
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Natalia Ponebshek

From: Amy Hickman >
Sent: Wednesday, December 14, 2022 3:17 PM
To: Brent Stewart; Natalia Ponebshek
Cc: Deborah Hays; David Mahan
Subject: RE: Sims Southwest Corporation WRTP 13841 RFI Ext Letter

Thanks Brent! 
  

From: Brent Stewart   
Sent: Wednesday, December 14, 2022 2:54 PM 
To: Natalia Ponebshek <Natalia.Ponebshek@tceq.texas.gov>; Amy Hickman > 
Cc: Deborah Hays >; David Mahan  
Subject: RE: Sims Southwest Corporation WRTP 13841 RFI Ext Letter 
  
Will the attached suffice? 
  

From: Natalia Ponebshek <Natalia.Ponebshek@tceq.texas.gov>  
Sent: Tuesday, December 13, 2022 1:54 PM 
To: Amy Hickman > 
Cc: Deborah Hays >; David Mahan >; Brent Stewart 

 
Subject: RE: Sims Southwest Corporation WRTP 13841 RFI Ext Letter 
  
* * * EXTERNAL EMAIL - PLEASE USE CAUTION * * * This email originated from outside of Sims. Do not click or 
open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe. 

Hello Amy, 
  
We will accept anything that proves that the signer has authority. You could provide company bylaws demonstrating 
Lynn Jacobs’ position and their ability to sign on behalf of Sims Southwest Corporation, or provide a signed letter on 
official letterhead demonstrating authority. Please let me know if you have any further questions. 
  
Thank you, 
  
Natalia Ponebshek, Project Manager 
Water Rights Permitting Team 
Water Rights Permitting and Availability Section 
(512) 239-4641 
  
  

From: Amy Hickman   
Sent: Tuesday, December 13, 2022 9:19 AM 
To: Natalia Ponebshek <Natalia.Ponebshek@tceq.texas.gov> 
Cc: Deborah Hays  David Mahan >; Brent Stewart 

 
Subject: Re: Sims Southwest Corporation WRTP 13841 RFI Ext Letter 
  
Natalia, 
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What are some acceptable forms of proof?  
  
Get Outlook for iOS 

From: Natalia Ponebshek <Natalia.Ponebshek@tceq.texas.gov> 
Sent: Monday, December 12, 2022 3:20:15 PM 
To: Amy Hickman > 
Cc: Deborah Hays David Mahan  
Subject: RE: Sims Southwest Corporation WRTP 13841 RFI Ext Letter  
  
* * * EXTERNAL EMAIL - PLEASE USE CAUTION * * * This email originated from outside of Sims. Do not click or 
open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe. 

I will send this out to the for review. Do you have signature authority for Lynn Jacobs that you can provide? 
  
Thank you, 
  
Natalia Ponebshek, Project Manager 
Water Rights Permitting Team 
Water Rights Permitting and Availability Section 
(512) 239-4641 
  
  

From: Amy Hickman >  
Sent: Monday, December 12, 2022 3:14 PM 
To: Natalia Ponebshek <Natalia.Ponebshek@tceq.texas.gov> 
Cc: Deborah Hays >; David Mahan  
Subject: RE: Sims Southwest Corporation WRTP 13841 RFI Ext Letter 
  
Natalia, 
  
See attached PDF. I’m mailing everything to you today via UPS.  
  
I really appreciate your patience.  
  
Kind regards, 
  
Amy Hickman 
Sims Metal 
EHS Specialist, Southwest Region 
  
21 Japhet St. 
Houston, TX 77020 
  
90 Hirsch Rd. 
Houston, TX 77020 
  
Mobile: 713-380-9617 
  
www.simsmm.com 
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Our Company Core Values:  SAFETY  -  Integrity -  Respect  - Transparency  -  Excellence  -  Social Responsibility 
  
  
  
  

From: Natalia Ponebshek <Natalia.Ponebshek@tceq.texas.gov>  
Sent: Monday, December 12, 2022 2:32 PM 
To: Amy Hickman  
Subject: RE: Sims Southwest Corporation WRTP 13841 RFI Ext Letter 
  
* * * EXTERNAL EMAIL - PLEASE USE CAUTION * * * This email originated from outside of Sims. Do not click or 
open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe. 

Hello Amy,  
  
We are keeping all of our files electronic, so a PDF copy works well for me, just make sure the signed application is 
notarized. 
  
Thank you, 
  
Natalia Ponebshek, Project Manager 
Water Rights Permitting Team 
Water Rights Permitting and Availability Section 
(512) 239-4641 
  
  

From: Amy Hickman >  
Sent: Monday, December 12, 2022 10:16 AM 
To: Natalia Ponebshek <Natalia.Ponebshek@tceq.texas.gov> 
Subject: RE: Sims Southwest Corporation WRTP 13841 RFI Ext Letter 
  
Good morning Natalia, 
  
I was able to track someone down who has the authority to sign the application. Do you have to have the original or can 
it be a copy? If I can avoid having to drive to the other side of Houston to pick it up, that would be convenient.  
  
I will be overnighting everything to you today. I can send you a PDF copy of everything I’m mailing.  
  

From: Natalia Ponebshek <Natalia.Ponebshek@tceq.texas.gov>  
Sent: Friday, December 9, 2022 4:10 PM 
To: Amy Hickman  
Subject: RE: Sims Southwest Corporation WRTP 13841 RFI Ext Letter 
  
* * * EXTERNAL EMAIL - PLEASE USE CAUTION * * * This email originated from outside of Sims. Do not click or 
open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe. 

Please see our acceptable payment options below. Let me know if you have any additional questions. 
  



4

 
  
Thank you, 
  
Natalia Ponebshek, Project Manager 
Water Rights Permitting Team 
Water Rights Permitting and Availability Section 
(512) 239-4641 
  
  

From: Amy Hickman   
Sent: Friday, December 9, 2022 3:26 PM 
To: Natalia Ponebshek <Natalia.Ponebshek@tceq.texas.gov> 
Subject: RE: Sims Southwest Corporation WRTP 13841 RFI Ext Letter 
  
Good afternoon,  
  
Is a money order ok? The person who cuts checks is out.  
  

From: Natalia Ponebshek <Natalia.Ponebshek@tceq.texas.gov>  
Sent: Thursday, December 8, 2022 1:38 PM 
To: Amy Hickman  
Subject: RE: Sims Southwest Corporation WRTP 13841 RFI Ext Letter 
  
* * * EXTERNAL EMAIL - PLEASE USE CAUTION * * * This email originated from outside of Sims. Do not click or 
open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe. 

You can provide a new completed signed application page with the RFI response, and will need to provide signature 
authority for the new signer. 
  
Thank you, 
  
Natalia Ponebshek, Project Manager 
Water Rights Permitting Team 
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Water Rights Permitting and Availability Section 
(512) 239-4641 
  
  

From: Amy Hickman >  
Sent: Thursday, December 8, 2022 1:11 PM 
To: Natalia Ponebshek <Natalia.Ponebshek@tceq.texas.gov> 
Subject: RE: Sims Southwest Corporation WRTP 13841 RFI Ext Letter 
  
Thanks. 
  
If we decide to change who is signing the application, do we have to start over? Its just easier to use an existing officer of 
the company for time saving purposes. 
  

From: Natalia Ponebshek <Natalia.Ponebshek@tceq.texas.gov>  
Sent: Wednesday, December 7, 2022 1:41 PM 
To: Amy Hickman > 
Cc: Irma Tamayo > 
Subject: RE: Sims Southwest Corporation WRTP 13841 RFI Ext Letter 
  
* * * EXTERNAL EMAIL - PLEASE USE CAUTION * * * This email originated from outside of Sims. Do not click or 
open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe. 

Hello Amy, 
  
At this time, we do not have a way to process electronic payment. Please let me know if you have any additional 
questions. 
  
Thank you, 
  
Natalia Ponebshek, Project Manager 
Water Rights Permitting Team 
Water Rights Permitting and Availability Section 
(512) 239-4641 
  
  

From: Amy Hickman   
Sent: Wednesday, December 7, 2022 10:38 AM 
To: Natalia Ponebshek <Natalia.Ponebshek@tceq.texas.gov> 
Cc: Irma Tamayo  
Subject: RE: Sims Southwest Corporation WRTP 13841 RFI Ext Letter 
  
Good morning Natalia, 
  
For the payment, do we have to send a check or can we pay with a card? 
  

From: Natalia Ponebshek <Natalia.Ponebshek@tceq.texas.gov>  
Sent: Tuesday, November 15, 2022 2:10 PM 
To: Amy Hickman  
Subject: Sims Southwest Corporation WRTP 13841 RFI Ext Letter 
  
Mimecast Attachment Protection has deemed this file to be safe, but always exercise caution when opening files. 
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* * * EXTERNAL EMAIL - PLEASE USE CAUTION * * * This email originated from outside of Sims. Do not click or 
open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe. 

Good afternoon, 
  
Please find the attached extension letter for a request for information for the abovementioned application. A response 
is due by December 12, 2022. 
  
Thank you, 
  
Natalia Ponebshek, Project Manager 
Water Rights Permitting Team 
Water Rights Permitting and Availability Section 
(512) 239-4641 
  
 
 
This transmission may contain information that is privileged, confidential, proprietary, and exempt from disclosure 
under applicable law. If you are not the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any disclosure, copying, 
distribution, or use of the information contained herein (including any reliance thereon) is STRICTLY PROHIBITED. If you 
received this transmission in error, please contact the sender and delete the material from any computer immediately. 
Thank you.  
 
 
This transmission may contain information that is privileged, confidential, proprietary, and exempt from disclosure 
under applicable law. If you are not the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any disclosure, copying, 
distribution, or use of the information contained herein (including any reliance thereon) is STRICTLY PROHIBITED. If you 
received this transmission in error, please contact the sender and delete the material from any computer immediately. 
Thank you.  
 
 
This transmission may contain information that is privileged, confidential, proprietary, and exempt from disclosure 
under applicable law. If you are not the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any disclosure, copying, 
distribution, or use of the information contained herein (including any reliance thereon) is STRICTLY PROHIBITED. If you 
received this transmission in error, please contact the sender and delete the material from any computer immediately. 
Thank you.  
 
 
This transmission may contain information that is privileged, confidential, proprietary, and exempt from disclosure 
under applicable law. If you are not the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any disclosure, copying, 
distribution, or use of the information contained herein (including any reliance thereon) is STRICTLY PROHIBITED. If you 
received this transmission in error, please contact the sender and delete the material from any computer immediately. 
Thank you.  
 
 
This transmission may contain information that is privileged, confidential, proprietary, and exempt from disclosure 
under applicable law. If you are not the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any disclosure, copying, 
distribution, or use of the information contained herein (including any reliance thereon) is STRICTLY PROHIBITED. If you 
received this transmission in error, please contact the sender and delete the material from any computer immediately. 
Thank you.  
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This transmission may contain information that is privileged, confidential, proprietary, and exempt from disclosure 
under applicable law. If you are not the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any disclosure, copying, 
distribution, or use of the information contained herein (including any reliance thereon) is STRICTLY PROHIBITED. If you 
received this transmission in error, please contact the sender and delete the material from any computer immediately. 
Thank you.  

This transmission may contain information that is privileged, confidential, proprietary, and exempt from disclosure 
under applicable law. If you are not the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any disclosure, copying, 
distribution, or use of the information contained herein (including any reliance thereon) is STRICTLY PROHIBITED. If you 
received this transmission in error, please contact the sender and delete the material from any computer immediately. 
Thank you.  



 

SIMS SOUTHWEST CORPORATION 
a Texas corporation 

WRITTEN CONSENT OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
IN LIEU OF A SPECIAL MEETING 

 
The undersigned, being all of the currently serving members of the Board of Directors of SIMS 

SOUTHWEST CORPORATION, a Texas corporation (the “Company”), in lieu of holding a special 
meeting of the Board of Directors, do hereby take the following actions and adopt the following 
resolutions by written consent pursuant to the laws of the State of Texas, as amended, and the Bylaws of 
the Company: 

 
Re: Director Changes 

RESOLVED, that the resignation and/or other removal from office of Peter Bird as director of the 
Company, be, and hereby is, acknowledged and accepted, effective immediately. 

 
 RESOLVED, that Lynn Jacobs be, and hereby is, elected as director of the Company and shall 
serve until her successor is elected and qualified at or before the next annual meeting of the sole 
stockholder, or until each of their earlier deaths, resignations or removal. 
 
 RESOLVED, that Jim Clark be, and hereby is, elected as director of the Company and shall serve 
until his successor is elected and qualified at or before the next annual meeting of the sole stockholder, or 
until each of their earlier deaths, resignations or removal. 
 
 FURTHER RESOLVED, that after giving effect to the foregoing resolutions, the following 
individuals are the current directors of the Company: 
 

Rod Shields 
Lynn Jacobs 
Jim Clark 

 
Re: Officer Changes 
 
 RESOLVED, that the resignation or other removal from office of Peter Bird and Rod Shields as 
officers of the Company, be, and hereby are, acknowledged and accepted. 
 

FURTHER RESOLVED, that the persons whose names are set forth below be, and hereby are, 
elected to the office of the Company set forth opposite his/her name, effective immediately, to serve until 
his/her successors are elected and qualified, or until his/her earlier death, resignation or removal: 

 
Name   Office 

   Lynn Jacobs  President 
Jim Clark  Vice President 
 

FURTHER RESOLVED, that after giving effect to the foregoing resolutions, the following 
individuals are all of the officers of the Company: 
 

Name   Office 
Lynn Jacobs  President 
Jim Clark  Vice President 

DocuSign Envelope ID: 4CD7D964-87A7-46DF-BA46-079284AA81FF



  

Brent Stewart  Vice President – Risk Management and Treasury  
Cynthia Tait  Assistant Treasurer 
Scott Miller  Secretary 

 
Re: Further Action 
 
 RESOLVED, that in order to fully carry out the intent and effectuate the purposes of the 
foregoing resolutions, the officers of the Company are hereby authorized to take all such further action, 
and to execute and deliver all such further instruments and documents in the name and on behalf of the 
Company, and under its corporate seal or otherwise, and to pay all such fees and expenses, which shall in 
their judgment be necessary, proper or desirable. 

FURTHER RESOLVED, that any and all actions heretofore taken by any of said officers in 
connection with the matters approved in the foregoing resolutions, and any matters related or incidental 
thereto, are hereby ratified, confirmed and approved in all respects. 

The actions taken by this Board of Directors Consent shall have the same force and effect as if 

taken at a special meeting of the Board of Directors of the Company, duly called and constituted pursuant 

to the laws of the State of Texas, as amended, and the Bylaws of the Company.   

 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the undersigned has executed this Board Consent effective as of  

January 1, 2022. 

 
  
  
 
      
                     Rod Shields 
             Director 
 

DocuSign Envelope ID: 4CD7D964-87A7-46DF-BA46-079284AA81FF
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Natalia Ponebshek

From: Amy Hickman >
Sent: Monday, December 12, 2022 3:14 PM
To: Natalia Ponebshek
Cc: Deborah Hays; David Mahan
Subject: RE: Sims Southwest Corporation WRTP 13841 RFI Ext Letter
Attachments: TCEQ Water Rights Permit Application and Supporting Documents.pdf; IMG_2100.JPG

Natalia, 
  
See attached PDF. I’m mailing everything to you today via UPS.  
  
I really appreciate your patience.  
  
Kind regards, 
  
Amy Hickman 
Sims Metal 
EHS Specialist, Southwest Region 
  
21 Japhet St. 
Houston, TX 77020 
  
90 Hirsch Rd. 
Houston, TX 77020 
  
Mobile: 713-380-9617 
  
www.simsmm.com 
  

 
  

 
  
Our Company Core Values:  SAFETY  -  Integrity -  Respect  - Transparency  -  Excellence  -  Social Responsibility 
  
  
  
  

From: Natalia Ponebshek <Natalia.Ponebshek@tceq.texas.gov>  
Sent: Monday, December 12, 2022 2:32 PM 
To: Amy Hickman > 
Subject: RE: Sims Southwest Corporation WRTP 13841 RFI Ext Letter 
  
* * * EXTERNAL EMAIL - PLEASE USE CAUTION * * * This email originated from outside of Sims. Do not click or 
open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe. 

Hello Amy,  
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We are keeping all of our files electronic, so a PDF copy works well for me, just make sure the signed application is 
notarized. 
  
Thank you, 
  
Natalia Ponebshek, Project Manager 
Water Rights Permitting Team 
Water Rights Permitting and Availability Section 
(512) 239-4641 
  
  

From: Amy Hickman   
Sent: Monday, December 12, 2022 10:16 AM 
To: Natalia Ponebshek <Natalia.Ponebshek@tceq.texas.gov> 
Subject: RE: Sims Southwest Corporation WRTP 13841 RFI Ext Letter 
  
Good morning Natalia, 
  
I was able to track someone down who has the authority to sign the application. Do you have to have the original or can 
it be a copy? If I can avoid having to drive to the other side of Houston to pick it up, that would be convenient.  
  
I will be overnighting everything to you today. I can send you a PDF copy of everything I’m mailing.  
  

From: Natalia Ponebshek <Natalia.Ponebshek@tceq.texas.gov>  
Sent: Friday, December 9, 2022 4:10 PM 
To: Amy Hickman  
Subject: RE: Sims Southwest Corporation WRTP 13841 RFI Ext Letter 
  
* * * EXTERNAL EMAIL - PLEASE USE CAUTION * * * This email originated from outside of Sims. Do not click or 
open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe. 

Please see our acceptable payment options below. Let me know if you have any additional questions. 
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Thank you, 
  
Natalia Ponebshek, Project Manager 
Water Rights Permitting Team 
Water Rights Permitting and Availability Section 
(512) 239-4641 
  
  

From: Amy Hickman >  
Sent: Friday, December 9, 2022 3:26 PM 
To: Natalia Ponebshek <Natalia.Ponebshek@tceq.texas.gov> 
Subject: RE: Sims Southwest Corporation WRTP 13841 RFI Ext Letter 
  
Good afternoon,  
  
Is a money order ok? The person who cuts checks is out.  
  

From: Natalia Ponebshek <Natalia.Ponebshek@tceq.texas.gov>  
Sent: Thursday, December 8, 2022 1:38 PM 
To: Amy Hickman  
Subject: RE: Sims Southwest Corporation WRTP 13841 RFI Ext Letter 
  
* * * EXTERNAL EMAIL - PLEASE USE CAUTION * * * This email originated from outside of Sims. Do not click or 
open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe. 

You can provide a new completed signed application page with the RFI response, and will need to provide signature 
authority for the new signer. 
  
Thank you, 
  
Natalia Ponebshek, Project Manager 
Water Rights Permitting Team 
Water Rights Permitting and Availability Section 
(512) 239-4641 
  
  

From: Amy Hickman >  
Sent: Thursday, December 8, 2022 1:11 PM 
To: Natalia Ponebshek <Natalia.Ponebshek@tceq.texas.gov> 
Subject: RE: Sims Southwest Corporation WRTP 13841 RFI Ext Letter 
  
Thanks. 
  
If we decide to change who is signing the application, do we have to start over? Its just easier to use an existing officer of 
the company for time saving purposes. 
  

From: Natalia Ponebshek <Natalia.Ponebshek@tceq.texas.gov>  
Sent: Wednesday, December 7, 2022 1:41 PM 
To: Amy Hickman  
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Cc: Irma Tamayo  
Subject: RE: Sims Southwest Corporation WRTP 13841 RFI Ext Letter 
  
* * * EXTERNAL EMAIL - PLEASE USE CAUTION * * * This email originated from outside of Sims. Do not click or 
open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe. 

Hello Amy, 
  
At this time, we do not have a way to process electronic payment. Please let me know if you have any additional 
questions. 
  
Thank you, 
  
Natalia Ponebshek, Project Manager 
Water Rights Permitting Team 
Water Rights Permitting and Availability Section 
(512) 239-4641 
  
  

From: Amy Hickman >  
Sent: Wednesday, December 7, 2022 10:38 AM 
To: Natalia Ponebshek <Natalia.Ponebshek@tceq.texas.gov> 
Cc: Irma Tamayo > 
Subject: RE: Sims Southwest Corporation WRTP 13841 RFI Ext Letter 
  
Good morning Natalia, 
  
For the payment, do we have to send a check or can we pay with a card? 
  

From: Natalia Ponebshek <Natalia.Ponebshek@tceq.texas.gov>  
Sent: Tuesday, November 15, 2022 2:10 PM 
To: Amy Hickman > 
Subject: Sims Southwest Corporation WRTP 13841 RFI Ext Letter 
  
Mimecast Attachment Protection has deemed this file to be safe, but always exercise caution when opening files. 

* * * EXTERNAL EMAIL - PLEASE USE CAUTION * * * This email originated from outside of Sims. Do not click or 
open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe. 

Good afternoon, 
  
Please find the attached extension letter for a request for information for the abovementioned application. A response 
is due by December 12, 2022. 
  
Thank you, 
  
Natalia Ponebshek, Project Manager 
Water Rights Permitting Team 
Water Rights Permitting and Availability Section 
(512) 239-4641 
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This transmission may contain information that is privileged, confidential, proprietary, and exempt from disclosure 
under applicable law. If you are not the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any disclosure, copying, 
distribution, or use of the information contained herein (including any reliance thereon) is STRICTLY PROHIBITED. If you 
received this transmission in error, please contact the sender and delete the material from any computer immediately. 
Thank you.  
 
 
This transmission may contain information that is privileged, confidential, proprietary, and exempt from disclosure 
under applicable law. If you are not the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any disclosure, copying, 
distribution, or use of the information contained herein (including any reliance thereon) is STRICTLY PROHIBITED. If you 
received this transmission in error, please contact the sender and delete the material from any computer immediately. 
Thank you.  
 
 
This transmission may contain information that is privileged, confidential, proprietary, and exempt from disclosure 
under applicable law. If you are not the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any disclosure, copying, 
distribution, or use of the information contained herein (including any reliance thereon) is STRICTLY PROHIBITED. If you 
received this transmission in error, please contact the sender and delete the material from any computer immediately. 
Thank you.  
 
 
This transmission may contain information that is privileged, confidential, proprietary, and exempt from disclosure 
under applicable law. If you are not the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any disclosure, copying, 
distribution, or use of the information contained herein (including any reliance thereon) is STRICTLY PROHIBITED. If you 
received this transmission in error, please contact the sender and delete the material from any computer immediately. 
Thank you.  
 
 
This transmission may contain information that is privileged, confidential, proprietary, and exempt from disclosure 
under applicable law. If you are not the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any disclosure, copying, 
distribution, or use of the information contained herein (including any reliance thereon) is STRICTLY PROHIBITED. If you 
received this transmission in error, please contact the sender and delete the material from any computer immediately. 
Thank you.  
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Natalia Ponebshek

From: Natalia Ponebshek
Sent: Tuesday, November 15, 2022 2:10 PM
To: Amy Hickman
Subject: Sims Southwest Corporation WRTP 13841 RFI Ext Letter
Attachments: Sims_Southwest_Corporation_13841_3rd_RFI_1_Ext_Letter_11.15.2022.pdf; 

Sims_Southwest_Corporation_13841_RFI_1_Sent_8.10.2022.pdf

Good afternoon, 
 
Please find the attached extension letter for a request for information for the abovementioned application. A response 
is due by December 12, 2022. 
  
Thank you, 
  
Natalia Ponebshek, Project Manager 
Water Rights Permitting Team 
Water Rights Permitting and Availability Section 
(512) 239-4641 
 



Jon Niermann, Chairman 

Emily Lindley, Commissioner 

Bobby Janecka, Commissioner 

Toby Baker, Executive Director 

 

TEXAS COMMISSION ON ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY 
Protecting Texas by Reducing and Preventing Pollution 

P.O. Box 13087   •   Austin, Texas 78711-3087   •   512-239-1000   •   tceq.texas.gov 

How is our customer service?     tceq.texas.gov/customersurvey 
printed on recycled paper 

November 15, 2022 
 
Ms. Amy Hayworth, EHS Specialist       VIA E-MAIL  
Sims Southwest Corporation   
21 Japhet Street  
Houston, TX 77020  
 
RE:  Sims Southwest Corporation  

WRTP 13841  
CN605379064, RN111507281  
Application No. 13841 for a Temporary Water Use Permit  
Texas Water Code § 11.138, Requiring Limited Mailed Notice  
Buffalo Bayou, San Jacinto River Basin  
Harris County  

 
Dear Ms. Hayworth: 
 
This acknowledges receipt, on November 9, 2022, of the applicant’s request for an additional 
extension of time to respond to the Texas Commission on Environmental Quality’s request for 
information, dated August 10, 2022.  
  
An extension is granted until December 12, 2022, and after that date the application may be 
returned pursuant to Title 30 Texas Administrative Code § 281.18. No further extensions will 
be granted associated with this request for information.   
  
If you have any questions concerning this matter, please contact Ms. Natalia Ponebshek via e-
mail at Natalia.Ponebshek@tceq.texas.gov or by telephone at (512) 239-4641.  
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Brooke McGregor, Section Manager 
Water Rights Permitting and Availability Section 
Water Availability Division 
 
BM/np 
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Natalia Ponebshek

From: Amy Hickman 
Sent: Wednesday, November 9, 2022 5:13 PM
To: Natalia Ponebshek
Subject: Re: Sims Southwest Corporation WRTP 13841 RFI Ext Letter

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

Good evening, 
 
I’m requesting some additional time. This came through while I was out on maternity leave and I have been trying to get 
our legal team to give me the requested information. I sent out another email to my supervisor and GM explaining the 
urgency. I appreciate your patience and understanding.  
 
Get Outlook for iOS 

From: Natalia Ponebshek <Natalia.Ponebshek@tceq.texas.gov> 
Sent: Thursday, October 13, 2022 5:23:14 PM 
To: Amy Hickman  
Subject: Sims Southwest Corporation WRTP 13841 RFI Ext Letter  
  
Mimecast Attachment Protection has deemed this file to be safe, but always exercise caution when opening files. 

* * * EXTERNAL EMAIL - PLEASE USE CAUTION * * * This email originated from outside of Sims. Do not click or 
open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe. 

Please find the attached extension letter for a request for information for the abovementioned application. A response 
is due by November 10, 2022. 
  
Thank you, 
  
Natalia Ponebshek, Project Manager 
Water Rights Permitting Team 
Water Rights Permitting and Availability Section 
(512) 239-4641 
  
 
 
This transmission may contain information that is privileged, confidential, proprietary, and exempt from disclosure 
under applicable law. If you are not the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any disclosure, copying, 
distribution, or use of the information contained herein (including any reliance thereon) is STRICTLY PROHIBITED. If you 
received this transmission in error, please contact the sender and delete the material from any computer immediately. 
Thank you.  



Jon Niermann, Chairman 

Emily Lindley, Commissioner 

Bobby Janecka, Commissioner 

Toby Baker, Executive Director 

TEXAS COMMISSION ON ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY 
Protecting Texas by Reducing and Preventing Pollution 

P.O. Box 13087   •   Austin, Texas 78711-3087   •   512-239-1000   •   tceq.texas.gov 

How is our customer service?     tceq.texas.gov/customersurvey 
printed on recycled paper 

October 13, 2022 

VIA E-MAIL Ms. Amy Hickman, EHS Specialist 
Sims Southwest Corporation 
21 Japhet Street 
Houston, TX 77020 

RE: Sims Southwest Corporation 
WRTP 13841  
CN605379064, RN111507281 
Application No. 13841 for a Temporary Water Use Permit 
Texas Water Code § 11.138, Requiring Limited Mailed Notice 
Buffalo Bayou, San Jacinto River Basin 
Harris County 

Dear Ms. Hayworth: 

This acknowledges receipt, on October 12, 2022, of the applicant’s request for an additional 
extension of time to respond to the Texas Commission on Environmental Quality’s request for 
information, dated August 10, 2022. 

An extension is granted until November 10, 2022, and after that date the application may be 
returned pursuant to Title 30 Texas Administrative Code § 281.18. No further extensions will 
be granted associated with this request for information.   

If you have any questions concerning this matter, please contact Ms. Natalia Ponebshek via e-
mail at Natalia.Ponebshek@tceq.texas.gov or by telephone at (512) 239-4641. 

Sincerely, 

Brooke McGregor, Section Manager 
Water Rights Permitting and Availability Section 
Water Availability Division 

BM/np 



1

Natalia Ponebshek

From: Amy Hickman >
Sent: Wednesday, October 12, 2022 8:52 AM
To: Natalia Ponebshek
Subject: RE: Sims Southwest Corporation WRTP 13841 RFI Extension Letter

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

Good morning Natalia, 
  
I apologize but I need to request another extension. Some of the requested information I have to get from other 
departments.  
  

From: Natalia Ponebshek <Natalia.Ponebshek@tceq.texas.gov>  
Sent: Monday, September 19, 2022 3:31 PM 
To: Amy Hickman > 
Subject: Sims Southwest Corporation WRTP 13841 RFI Extension Letter 
  
Mimecast Attachment Protection has deemed this file to be safe, but always exercise caution when opening files. 

* * * EXTERNAL EMAIL - PLEASE USE CAUTION * * * This email originated from outside of Sims. Do not click or 
open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe. 

Please find the attached extension letter for a request for information for the abovementioned application. A response 
is due by October 10, 2022. 
  
Thank you, 
  
Natalia Ponebshek, Project Manager 
Water Rights Permitting Team 
Water Rights Permitting and Availability Section 
(512) 239-4641 
  
 
 
This transmission may contain information that is privileged, confidential, proprietary, and exempt from disclosure 
under applicable law. If you are not the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any disclosure, copying, 
distribution, or use of the information contained herein (including any reliance thereon) is STRICTLY PROHIBITED. If you 
received this transmission in error, please contact the sender and delete the material from any computer immediately. 
Thank you.  



Jon Niermann, Chairman 

Emily Lindley, Commissioner 

Bobby Janecka, Commissioner 

Toby Baker, Executive Director 

 

TEXAS COMMISSION ON ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY 
Protecting Texas by Reducing and Preventing Pollution 

P.O. Box 13087   •   Austin, Texas 78711-3087   •   512-239-1000   •   tceq.texas.gov 

How is our customer service?     tceq.texas.gov/customersurvey 
printed on recycled paper 

September 19, 2022 
 
 
Ms. Amy Hayworth, EHS Specialist       VIA E-MAIL  
Sims Southwest Corporation   
21 Japhet Street  
Houston, TX 77020  
 
RE:  Sims Southwest Corporation  

WRTP 13841  
CN605379064, RN111507281  
Application No. 13841 for a Temporary Water Use Permit  
Texas Water Code § 11.138, Requiring Limited Mailed Notice  
Buffalo Bayou, San Jacinto River Basin  
Harris County  

 
Dear Ms. Hayworth: 
 
This acknowledges receipt, on September 15, 2022, of the applicant’s request for an additional 
extension of time to respond to the Texas Commission on Environmental Quality’s request for 
information, dated August 10, 2022.  
  
An extension is granted until October 10, 2022, and after that date the application may be 
returned pursuant to Title 30 Texas Administrative Code § 281.18.   
  
If you have any questions concerning this matter, please contact Ms. Natalia Ponebshek via e-
mail at Natalia.Ponebshek@tceq.texas.gov or by telephone at (512) 239-4641.  
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Brooke McGregor, Section Manager 
Water Rights Permitting and Availability Section 
Water Availability Division 
 
BM/np 
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Natalia Ponebshek

From: Amy Hickman >
Sent: Thursday, September 15, 2022 11:18 AM
To: Natalia Ponebshek
Subject: RE: Sims Southwest Corporation WRTP 13841 RFI Sent

Good morning Natalia, 
  
Unfortunately, I didn’t receive the attachment. Can you please resend that?  
  
Additionally, I’d like to request some more time to get this back to you. I’m playing catch up since getting back from 
maternity leave but will definitely prioritize getting this back to you.  
  
Kind regards, 
  
  
Amy Hickman 
Sims Metal 
EHS Specialist, Southwest Region 
  
21 Japhet St. 
Houston, TX 77020 
  
90 Hirsch Rd. 
Houston, TX 77020 
  
Mobile: 713-380-9617 
  
www.simsmm.com 
  

 
  

 
  
Our Company Core Values:  SAFETY  -  Integrity -  Respect  - Transparency  -  Excellence  -  Social Responsibility 
  
  
  
  

From: Natalia Ponebshek <Natalia.Ponebshek@tceq.texas.gov>  
Sent: Tuesday, September 13, 2022 12:06 PM 
To: Amy Hickman > 
Subject: RE: Sims Southwest Corporation WRTP 13841 RFI Sent 
  
* * * EXTERNAL EMAIL - PLEASE USE CAUTION * * * This email originated from outside of Sims. Do not click or 
open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe. 

Yes. The attachment is a request for information. If you need additional time to complete this request, please reply to 
this email requesting an extension. Let me know if you have any questions regarding the request. 
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Thank you, 
  
Natalia Ponebshek, Project Manager 
Water Rights Permitting Team 
Water Rights Permitting and Availability Section 
(512) 239-4641 
  
  

From: Amy Hickman >  
Sent: Tuesday, September 13, 2022 12:02 PM 
To: Natalia Ponebshek <Natalia.Ponebshek@tceq.texas.gov> 
Subject: RE: Sims Southwest Corporation WRTP 13841 RFI Sent 
  
Hey Natalia, 
  
Is this the email you were referring to yesterday? 
  

From: Natalia Ponebshek <Natalia.Ponebshek@tceq.texas.gov>  
Sent: Wednesday, August 10, 2022 3:11 PM 
To: Amy Hickman  
Subject: Sims Southwest Corporation WRTP 13841 RFI Sent 
  
Mimecast Attachment Protection has deemed this file to be safe, but always exercise caution when opening files. 

* * * EXTERNAL EMAIL - PLEASE USE CAUTION * * * This email originated from outside of Sims. Do not click or 
open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe. 

Please find the attached request for information for the abovementioned application. A response is due by September 9, 
2022. 
  
Thank you, 
  
Natalia Ponebshek, Project Manager 
Water Rights Permitting Team 
Water Rights Permitting and Availability Section 
(512) 239-4641 
  
 
 
This transmission may contain information that is privileged, confidential, proprietary, and exempt from disclosure 
under applicable law. If you are not the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any disclosure, copying, 
distribution, or use of the information contained herein (including any reliance thereon) is STRICTLY PROHIBITED. If you 
received this transmission in error, please contact the sender and delete the material from any computer immediately. 
Thank you.  
 
 
This transmission may contain information that is privileged, confidential, proprietary, and exempt from disclosure 
under applicable law. If you are not the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any disclosure, copying, 
distribution, or use of the information contained herein (including any reliance thereon) is STRICTLY PROHIBITED. If you 
received this transmission in error, please contact the sender and delete the material from any computer immediately. 
Thank you.  



Jon Niermann, Chairman 

Emily Lindley, Commissioner 

Bobby Janecka, Commissioner 

Toby Baker, Executive Director 

 

TEXAS COMMISSION ON ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY 
Protecting Texas by Reducing and Preventing Pollution 

P.O. Box 13087   •   Austin, Texas 78711-3087   •   512-239-1000   •   tceq.texas.gov 

How is our customer service?     tceq.texas.gov/customersurvey 
printed on recycled paper 

August 10, 2022 
 

Mr. John Hayworth, EHS Consultant       VIA E-MAIL 
Sims Southwest Corporation  
21 Japhet Street 
Houston, TX 77020 
          
RE: Sims Southwest Corporation 

WRTP 13841 
CN605379064, RN111507281 

 Application No. 13841 for a Temporary Water Use Permit 
Texas Water Code § 11.138, Requiring Limited Mailed Notice 
Buffalo Bayou, San Jacinto River Basin 

 Harris County 
 
Dear Mr. Hayworth: 
 
This acknowledges receipt, on May 25, 2022, of the referenced application and fees in the 
amount of $111.25 (Receipt No. M217575, copy attached). 
 
Additional information and fees are required before the application can be declared 
administratively complete. 
 
Note, TCEQ has previously granted a temporary water use permit for the same location 
requested by this application; therefore, staff will process this application as a request to divert 
and use water for a maximum of one year pursuant to Texas Water Code § 11.138(d) which 
states that the Commission may not issue a temporary permit for a period exceeding three 
calendar years. 
 
1. Indicate the measures the applicant will take to avoid impingement and entrainment of 

aquatic organisms (ex. Screens on any new diversion structure that is not already 
authorized in a water right). Refer to pages 28-29 from the Instructions for Completing the 
Water Right Permitting Application (Form TCEQ-10214A-inst) for assistance in developing 
your response. 
 

2. Provide written evidence that David Mahan is authorized to sign the application for Sims 
Southwest Corporation, pursuant to Title 30 Texas Administrative Code (TAC) § 295.14(5) 
which states: 

  
If the applicant is a corporation, public district, county, municipality or other corporate 
entity, the application shall be signed by a duly authorized official. Written evidence in 
the form of by-laws, charters, or resolutions which specify the authority of the official to 
take such action shall be submitted. A corporation may file a corporate affidavit as 
evidence of the official’s authority to sign. 
 

3. Provide recorded copies of legal documents establishing ownership of the proposed 
diversion point, or a copy of a duly acknowledged written easement, consent, or license 
from the landowner(s) whose land is associated with the proposed diversion point, pursuant 
to Title 30 TAC § 295.10. 
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Natalia Ponebshek

From: John Hayworth 
Sent: Friday, June 24, 2022 1:48 PM
To: Amy Hickman; Natalia Ponebshek
Subject: RE: Sims Southwest Corporation WRTP 13841

Importance: High

As I am certain Amy told you we will be applying for a perpetual permit so an extension of the current three year permit 
is appropriate.  Please contact me with any questions otherwise I will be contacting you when e begin the perpetual 
application process.  Thank you in advance for your assistance! 
  
Regards, 
  
John Hayworth 
EHS Consultant 
713/702-3803 
  

From: Amy Hickman >  
Sent: Friday, June 24, 2022 11:50 AM 
To: Natalia Ponebshek <Natalia.Ponebshek@tceq.texas.gov> 
Cc: John Hayworth > 
Subject: RE: Sims Southwest Corporation WRTP 13841 
  
Natalia, 
  
I’ve CC’d John Hayworth on this email. He will be filling in for me while I’m out on leave. He is aware of where we 
currently are with the application(s). 
  
John Hayworth 

 
713-702-3803 
  

From: Natalia Ponebshek <Natalia.Ponebshek@tceq.texas.gov>  
Sent: Friday, June 3, 2022 2:39 PM 
To: Amy Hickman > 
Subject: RE: Sims Southwest Corporation WRTP 13841 
  
* * * EXTERNAL EMAIL - PLEASE USE CAUTION * * * This email originated from outside of Sims. Do not click or 
open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe. 

Hello Amy, 
  
Per our phone conversation yesterday, please see information regarding temporary water use permits. Please let me 
know if you have any questions. 
  
Per Title 30 Texas Administrative Code 297.13, “The period of time to use water authorized by a temporary permit which 
was initially granted for a period of less than three years may be extended by the commission upon written request by 
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the permittee, but in no event shall the entire period including the initial period as well as any extension exceed three 
years”. 
  
In 2019, a temporary permit was issued for two years at the requested location. 
  
If you would like to have a permit for longer than one year, a perpetual permit could be considered. You can find the 
application and instructions at the link below. A pre-application meeting would be required prior to submittal. 
  
Applications and Forms Related to Surface Water Rights - Texas Commission on Environmental Quality - 
www.tceq.texas.gov 
  
Thank you, 
  
Natalia Ponebshek, Project Manager 
Water Rights Permitting Team 
Water Rights Permitting and Availability Section 
(512) 239-4641 
  
  

From: Natalia Ponebshek  
Sent: Wednesday, June 1, 2022 4:12 PM 

 
Subject: Sims Southwest Corporation WRTP 13841 
  
Hello, 
  
I am the project manager for the Sims Southwest Corporation App No. 13841 temporary water rights application. I have 
a quick question, if you are able to give me a call at 512-239-4641 at your earliest convenience. 
  
Thank you, 
  
Natalia Ponebshek, Project Manager 
Water Rights Permitting Team 
Water Rights Permitting and Availability Section 
(512) 239-4641 
  
 
 
This transmission may contain information that is privileged, confidential, proprietary, and exempt from disclosure 
under applicable law. If you are not the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any disclosure, copying, 
distribution, or use of the information contained herein (including any reliance thereon) is STRICTLY PROHIBITED. If you 
received this transmission in error, please contact the sender and delete the material from any computer immediately. 
Thank you.  



 Texas Commission on Environmental Quality 
TELEPHONE MEMO TO THE FIILE 

 
Call to:   

Amy Hickman 

Call from:  

Natalia Ponebshek 

Date: 

6/24/2022 

Applicant:   

Sims Southwest Corporation WRTP 13841 

Information for File follows: 

Applicant plans to proceed with the current application.  

Signed  

 

6/24/2022



 Texas Commission on Environmental Quality 
TELEPHONE MEMO TO THE FIILE 

Call to:   

Amy Hickman 

Call from:  

Natalia Ponebshek 

Date: 

6/10/2022 

Applicant:   

Sims Southwest Corporation WRTP 13841 

Information for File follows: 

Applicant plans to withdraw and submit a perpetual permit. 

Signed 6/10/2022
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