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TEXAS COMMISSION ON ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY 
Protecting Texas by Reducing and Preventing Pollution 

August 31, 2022 

TO: Persons on Attached Mailing List 
 
RE: Docket No. 2020-1559-WR 

City of Corpus Christi (Applicant) 
Hearing Requests filed on Permit No. WRPERM 13676 

The above-referenced application and all timely filed hearing requests/requests for 
reconsideration on the above-referenced application will be considered by the 
commissioners of the Texas Commission on Environmental Quality (TCEQ) during the 
public meeting on October 5, 2022.  The meeting will begin at 9:30 a.m.  Due to the 
ongoing pandemic, the agenda meeting may be held in person in Room 201S of Building 
E at the Commission’s offices located at 12100 Park 35 Circle in Austin, Texas, virtually, 
or both in person and virtually.  To confirm how the meeting will be held, please visit the 
Commissioners’ Agenda webpage at: 
https://www.tceq.texas.gov/agency/decisions/agendas/comm/comm_agendas.html 
eight days before the Agenda. 

In accordance with commission rules, copies of the timely hearing requests/requests for 
reconsideration have been forwarded to the Applicant, the Executive Director of the 
TCEQ, and the Public Interest Counsel of the TCEQ.  Each of these persons is entitled to 
file a formal written response to the hearing requests/requests for reconsideration on or 
before 5:00 p.m. on September 12, 2022.  Persons who have filed timely hearing 
requests/requests for reconsideration may file a formal written reply to these responses 
on or before 5:00 p.m. on September 26, 2022.  

All responses and replies must be filed with the Chief Clerk of the TCEQ.  Responses and 
replies may be filed with the Chief Clerk electronically at 
http://www.tceq.texas.gov/goto/efilings or by filing an original and 7 copies with the 
Chief Clerk of the TCEQ.  The mailing address of the Chief Clerk’s Office is: Chief Clerk, 
ATTN: Agenda Docket Clerk, Mail Code 105, P.O. Box 13087, Austin, Texas 78711-3087 
(Fax (512) 239-3311).  On the same day any response is transmitted to the Chief Clerk, a 
copy must also be sent to the Executive Director, the Public Interest Counsel, the 
Applicant and the requesters at their addresses listed on the attached mailing list.  On 
the same day any reply is transmitted to the Chief Clerk, a copy must also be sent to the 
Executive Director, the Public Interest Counsel, other requesters, and the Applicant at 
their addresses listed on the attached mailing list. 

The procedures for evaluating hearing requests and for filing and serving responses and 
replies are located in 30 Texas Administrative Code (TAC) Chapter 55, Subchapter G 
(§§55.250-55.256) and 30 TAC §§ 1.10-1.11.  The hardcopy filing requirement is waived 

http://www.tceq.texas.gov/goto/efilings


by the General Counsel pursuant to 30 TAC § 1.10(h).  Copies of these rules may be 
obtained by calling the Public Education Program toll free at (800) 687-4040. 

The Commissioners will not take oral argument or additional public comment on this 
matter, but may wish to ask questions of the Applicant, hearing requesters or staff.  The 
Commissioners will make their decision based on the hearing requests, written 
responses to the hearing requests, any written replies to those responses, and any 
response to questions.  Copies of all public comment and hearing requests have also 
been referred to the Alternative Dispute Resolution Program, where they will be 
evaluated to determine if informal, voluntary mediation might help resolve any dispute.   

The attachment to this letter is intended to help you better understand how the TCEQ 
processes and evaluates hearing requests.  Individual members of the public may seek 
further information concerning the application, public participation, the processing of 
hearing requests, copies of Commission rules, or the attachment, by calling the TCEQ 
Public Education Program, toll free, at (800) 687-4040. 
 
 
Sincerely, 

 

Laurie Gharis 
Chief Clerk 
 
Enclosures:  Copies of protestant correspondence to Applicant, Executive Director, 

Office of Public Interest Counsel, and Alternative Dispute Resolution. 



 

 

REQUIREMENTS FOR WATER RIGHTS HEARING REQUESTS 

Commission rules in 30 TAC § 55.251 (b) and (c) require a hearing request to: 

(1) be in writing and be filed with the Office of the Chief Clerk during the public 
comment period; 

(2) give the name, address, and daytime telephone number of the person who files 
the request;  

(3) identify the person's personal justiciable interest affected by the application 
including a brief, but specific, written statement explaining in plain language 
the requestor's location and distance relative to the activity that is the subject of 
the application and how and why the requestor believes he or she will be 
affected by the activity in a manner not common to members of the general 
public;  

(4) request a contested case hearing; and 
(5) provide any other information specified in the public notice of application. 

A hearing request must comply with requirement (1) above and "substantially comply" 
with requirements (2) through (5).  In addition, a group or association may request a 
contested case hearing only if the group or association meets all of the following 
requirements: 

(1) one or more members of the group or association would otherwise have 
standing to request a hearing in their own right; 

(2) the interests the group or association seeks to protect are germane to the 
organization's purpose; and 

(3) neither the claim asserted nor the relief requested requires the participation of 
the individual members in the case. 

A request for a contested case hearing must be granted if the request is made by an 
affected person and the request: (A) complies with the requirements of 30 TAC § 55.251; 
(B) is timely filed; and (C) is pursuant to a right to hearing authorized by law.  

An affected person is one who has a personal justiciable interest related to a legal right, 
duty, privilege, power, or economic interest affected by the application.  An interest 
common to the general public does not constitute a justiciable interest.  To determine 
whether a person is an affected person, all relevant factors must be considered, 
including but not limited to: 

(1) whether the interest claimed is one protected by the law under which the 
application will be considered; 

(2) distance restrictions or other limitations imposed by law on the affected 
interest; 

(3) whether a reasonable relationship exists between the interest claimed and the 
activity regulated; 

(4) the likely impact of the regulated activity on the health, safety, and use of 
property of the person;  



(5) the likely impact of the regulated activity on the use of the impacted natural 
resource by the person; and 

(6) for governmental entities, their statutory authority over or interest in the 
issues relevant to the application. 



 

 

MAILING LIST 
CITY OF CORPUS CHRISTI 

DOCKET NO. 2020-1559-WR 
WATER RIGHTS PERMIT NO. WRPERM 13676 

FOR THE APPLICANT: 
via electronic mail 
 
Steve Ramos 
City of Corpus Christi 
1201 Leopard Street 
Corpus Christi, Texas 78401 
Tel: (361) 826-3284 
estebanr2@cctexas.com 
 
FOR THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR: 
via electronic mail 
 
Ruth Takeda, Staff Attorney 
Texas Commission on 
        Environmental Quality 
Environmental Law Division, MC-173 
P.O. Box 13087 
Austin, Texas 78711 
Tel: (512) 239-0600 
Fax: (512) 239-0606 
ruth.takeda@tceq.texas.gov 
 
Hal Bailey, Technical Staff 
Texas Commission on 
        Environmental Quality 
Water Availability Division, MC-160 
P.O. Box 13087 
Austin, Texas 78711 
Tel: (512) 239-25461535 
Fax: (512) 239-2214 
hal.bailey@tceq.texas.gov 
 
Ryan Vise, Deputy Director 
Texas Commission on 
        Environmental Quality 
External Relations Division 
Public Education Program, MC-108 
P.O. Box 13087 
Austin, Texas 78711 
Tel: (512) 239-4000 
Fax: (512) 239-5678 
pep@tceq.texas.gov 

FOR PUBLIC INTEREST COUNSEL: 
via electronic mail 
 
Vic McWherter, Public Interest Counsel 
Texas Commission on 
        Environmental Quality 
Public Interest Counsel, MC-103 
P.O. Box 13087 
Austin, Texas 78711 
Tel: (512) 239-6363 
Fax: (512) 239-6377 
vic.mcwherter@tceq.texas.gov 
 
FOR ALTERNATIVE DISPUTE 
RESOLUTION: 
via electronic mail 
 
Kyle Lucas 
Texas Commission on 
        Environmental Quality 
Alternative Dispute Resolution, MC-222 
P.O. Box 13087 
Austin, Texas 78711 
Tel: (512) 239-0687 
Fax: (512) 239-4015 
kyle.lucas@tceq.texas.gov 
 
FOR THE CHIEF CLERK: 
via electronic filing 
 
Docket Clerk 
Texas Commission on 
        Environmental Quality 
Office of Chief Clerk, MC-105 
P.O. Box 13087 
Austin, Texas 78711 
Tel: (512) 239-3300 
Fax: (512) 239-3311 
http://www.tceq.texas.gov/goto/efilings 
 
REQUESTER(S)/INTERESTED PERSON(S): 
 
See attached list. 

mailto:estebanr2@cctexas.com
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http://www.tceq.texas.gov/goto/efilings


 

 
REQUESTER(S) 
Yvette Arellano 
222 S 66Th St 
Apt 9108 
Houston, TX 77011-4400 

Ms Sylvia Campos 
4410 Fir St 
Corpus Christi, TX 78411-3635 

Mr Adrian Clark 
935 Waterview St 
Portland, TX 78374-2222 

Patt & Yves Coeckelenbergh 
410 Mercer St 
Port Aransas, TX 78373-5160 

Erin Denny 
269 Madison St 
San Francisco, CA 94134-1347 

James & Paige Dinn 
214 Ohio Ave 
Corpus Christi, TX 78404-1723 

Margaret A Duran 
Jose M Duran Md 
4022 Congressional Dr 
Corpus Christi, TX 78413-2523 

Sally Clark Farris 
13043 Hunters Breeze St 
San Antonio, TX 78230-2822 

Erin Gaines 
Earthjustice 
3205 Mccurdy St 
Austin, TX 78723-2905 

Guillermo Gallegos 
7621 Cedar Brook Dr 
Corpus Christi, TX 78413-5622 

Donna L Hoffman 
1500 Gregory St 
Austin, TX 78702-2732 

Mrs Uneeda E Laitinen 
102 Markham Pl 
Portland, TX 78374-1418 

Ms Mary C Lee 
7046 Hathor Dr 
Corpus Christi, TX 78412-4110 

Ms Deborah Manning 
3634 Shore Dr 
Corpus Christi, TX 78418-3064 

Dr. Kathryn A Masten 
1006 Sandpiper 
Ingleside, TX 78362-4689 

Dr. Kathryn A Masten 
Po Box 25 
Vienna, MD 21869-0025 

Robert Muir 
6230 Bourbonais Dr 
Corpus Christi, TX 78414-6015 

Marisa Perales 
Attorney, Perales Allmon & Ice Pc 
1206 San Antonio St 
Austin, TX 78701-1834 

Julie Travis Rogers 
710 Furman Ave 
Corpus Christi, TX 78404-3222 

Donna Rosson 
11464 Highway 188 
Sinton, TX 78387-5539 

Encarnacion Serna Jr 
105 Lost Creek Dr 
Portland, TX 78374-1449 

Clara Villarreal Varner 
2413 Gavin Trl 
Pflugerville, TX 78660-6528 

Daniel Patrick Wilkerson 
Rockport Family Fishing Charters 
3196 Rebecca St 
Ingleside, TX 78362-4649 

Melissa Zamora 
3917 Brawner Pkwy 
Corpus Christi, TX 78411-3254 



 

 
PUBLIC OFFICIALS - INTERESTED 
PERSON(S) 
The Honorable Abel Herrero 
State Representative, Texas House Of 
Representatives District 34 
606 N Carancahua St 
Ste 103A 
Corpus Christi, TX 78401-0699 

The Honorable Abel Herrero 
State Representative, Texas House Of 
Representatives District 34 
Po Box 2910 
Austin, TX 78768-2910 

 
 

INTERESTED PERSON(S) 
SHIV SRIVASTAVA & YVETTE ARELLANO 
222 S 66Th St 
Apt 9108 
Houston, TX 77011-4400 

Jorge Arroyo 
10431 Morado Cir 
Ste 300 
Austin, TX 78759-6247 

Alvin Baker 
124 Walker Ave 
Portland, TX 78374-2129 

Dawn Bissell 
253 Circle Dr 
Corpus Christi, TX 78411-1257 

David Bradsby 
Texas Parks And Wildlife Department 
4200 Smith School Rd 
Austin, TX 78744-3218 

David Bradsby 
Texas Parks And Wildlife Department 
4400 Smith School Rd 
Austin, TX 78744 

Tom Bridges 
Po Box 940 
Ingleside, TX 78362-0940 

Kirk Cammarata 
7602 Impala Dr 
Corpus Christi, TX 78414-6423 

Eduardo Canales 
7021 Bevington Dr 
Corpus Christi, TX 78413-5318 

Adam Carrington 
2101 N Port Ave 
Corpus Christi, TX 78401-1207 

Elida Castillo 
131 Lerdo St 
Taft, TX 78390-2222 

Elida Castillo 
Po Box 643 
Taft, TX 78390-0643 

Melony Ann Chandler 
Po Box 152 
Christoval, TX 76935-0152 

Danny Cox 
Po Box 940 
Ingleside, TX 78362-0940 

Kirsten Crow 
820 N Lower Broadway St 
Corpus Christi, TX 78401-2025 

Tom Daley 
904 Sandpiper 
Ingleside, TX 78362-4840 

Katherine J Dannenmaier 
4519 Avenue F 
Austin, TX 78751-3108 

Phillip Davis 
622 Santa Monica Pl 
Corpus Christi, TX 78411-2208 

Deborah A Ferrell 
132 Sunset 
Ingleside, TX 78362-4739 

Larry R Ferrell 
132 Sunset 
Ingleside, TX 78362-4739 

Kristina Flakowitz 
4605 S 2Nd St 
Austin, TX 78745-2102 



 

 

Kristina Flakowitz 
6711 Deatonhill Dr 
Apt B 
Austin, TX 78745-4725 

Sarah Garza 
222 Power St 
Corpus Christi, TX 78401-1529 

Steven Genoway 
216 Broadway Blvd 
Portland, TX 78374-1308 

Mrs Catherine Hatch 
418 Woodhaven 
Ingleside, TX 78362-4699 

Jennifer R Hilliard 
904 N Sandpiper 
Corpus Christi, TX 78362 

Jennifer R Hilliard 
904 Sandpiper 
Ingleside, TX 78362-4840 

Wendy Lynn Hughes 
2129 Bay Breeze 
Portland, TX 78374-4156 

Edwin Jimenez 
757 Matthew Dr 
Corpus Christi, TX 78418-4638 

Larry Kalich 
Po Box 940 
Ingleside, TX 78362-0940 

Cassady Keener 
2539 Kingston St 
Dallas, TX 75211-5430 

Doil Kellar 
Po Box 940 
Ingleside, TX 78362-0940 

James E Klein 
Coastal Bend Sierra Club Group 
3501 Monterrey St 
Corpus Christi, TX 78411-1709 

David Loeb 
3833 S Staples St 
Ste S116 
Corpus Christi, TX 78411-5201 

Olimpia Isabel Mcallister 
908 Bentwater Pkwy 
Cedar Hill, TX 75104-8269 

Carrie Robertson Meyer 
4401 Gulfbreeze Blvd 
Corpus Christi, TX 78402-1517 

Alan Miller 
Po Box 940 
Ingleside, TX 78362-0940 

Troy Mircovich 
Po Box 940 
Ingleside, TX 78362-0940 

Patricia Mitchell 
1112 Bayshore Dr 
Ingleside, TX 78362-4702 

Sharon Murphy 
1201 Leopard St 
Corpus Christi, TX 78401-2120 

Ms Emily Christina Nye 
1018 Bayshore Dr 
Ingleside, TX 78362-4647 

Emily Nye 
1022 Bayshore Dr 
Ingleside, TX 78362-4647 

Julie Ann Nye 
1018 Bayshore Dr 
Ingleside, TX 78362-4647 

Patrick Arnold Nye 
Ingleside On The Bay Coastal Watch 
Association 
1018 Bayshore Dr 
Ingleside, TX 78362-4647 

Leah Olivarri 
33 Camden Pl 
Corpus Christi, TX 78412-2612 

Blanca Parkinson 
10801 Silverton Dr 
Corpus Christi, TX 78410-2233 

Robert J Paulison 
Port Industries Of Corpus Christi 
Po Box 223 
Corpus Christi, TX 78403-0223 



 

 
 

Robert Paulison 
15821 Almeria Ave 
Corpus Christi, TX 

 
 
78418-6502 

Daniel Pena 
2813 Hulbirt St 
Corpus Christi, TX 

 
 
78407-2601 

Ed Rainwater 
Po Box 940 

 

Ingleside, TX 78362-0940 

Elizabeth Riebschlaeger 
1603 E Bravo 
Apt C9 
Victoria, TX 77901 

Janet Roberson 
3933 Wagner Lee Dr 
Corpus Christi, TX 78418-3145 

Thomas B Rodino 
183 Heron Oaks 
Rockport, TX 78382-4332 

Sandra Love Sanchez 
6130 Wooldridge Rd 
Apt 1008 
Corpus Christi, TX 78414-2559 

Robin Schneider 
Po Box 41178 
Austin, TX 78704-0020 

Darcy Schroeder 
1147 Cantwell Ln 
Corpus Christi, TX 78407-1705 

Ashara M Slagger 
Texas Campaign For The Environment 
7740 W Little York Rd 
Apt 2731 
Houston, TX 77040-5477 

Greg Smith 
1746 Glenoak Dr 
Corpus Christi, TX 78418-8911 

Elena Solimano 
Perales Allmon & Ice Pc 
1206 San Antonio St 
Austin, TX 78701-1834 

Althea Capra Soucie Garza 
601 W North Loop Blvd 
Austin, TX 78751-1812 

Shiv Srivastava 
4018 Saratoga Dr 
Houston, TX 77088-6834 

Thomas Michael Strubbe 
4401 Highway 35 S 
Rockport, TX 78382-7098 

Thomas Michael Strubbe 
517 Naples St 
Corpus Christi, TX 78404-2909 

Errol Alvie Summerlin 
1017 Diomede St 
Portland, TX 78374-1914 

Tom Tagliabue 
6025 Ocean Dr 
Corpus Christi, TX 78412-2863 

Lamont C Taylor 
522 Hancock Ave 
Apt 109 
Corpus Christi, TX 78404-2342 

Kenneth G Teague 
2918 Ranch Road 620 N 
Unit 236 
Austin, TX 78734-2258 

Billie Jo Tennill 
Po Box 940 
Ingleside, TX 78362-0940 

Florence Tissot 
3560 Aransas St 
Corpus Christi, TX 78411-1336 

Carolyn Vaughn 
County Commissioner Precinct 1 
901 Leopard St 
Rm 303.05 
Corpus Christi, TX 78401-3606 

John Stephen Weber 
609 Naples St 
Corpus Christi, TX 78404-2911 



 

Brian G Williams 
San Patricio Municipal Water District 
Po Box 940 
Ingleside, TX 78362-0940 

Brian Williams 
4213 State Highway 361 
Ingleside, TX 78362 

Henry Williams 
2422 Summers St 
Corpus Christi, TX 78407-2425 



TEXAS COMMISSION ON ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY  
 

 
 

NOTICE OF PUBLIC MEETING ON AN APPLICATION 
FOR A WATER USE PERMIT 

 
APPLICATION NO. 13676 

 
The City of Corpus Christi (Applicant) seeks a water use permit to authorize the diversion and 
use of not to exceed 93,148 acre-feet of water per year, at a maximum diversion rate of 129 cfs 
(57,708 gpm), from a diversion reach on Tule Lake Channel (Corpus Christi Ship Channel), 
Nueces-Rio Grande Coastal Basin in Nueces County for municipal purposes in Nueces, Kleberg, 
San Patricio and Aransas counties. Applicant also seeks an exempt interbasin transfer to the 
portions of Nueces County within the Nueces River Basin and the San Antonio-Nueces Coastal 
Basin, to the portions of Nueces and San Patricio counties within the San Antonio-Nueces 
Coastal Basin and to Aransas County within the San Antonio-Nueces Coastal Basin. More 
information on the application and how to participate in the permitting process is given below. 

 
APPLICATION. The City of Corpus Christi (Applicant), P.O. Box 9277, Corpus Christi, Texas 
78469, has applied to the Texas Commission on Environmental Quality (TCEQ) for a Water Use 
Permit pursuant to Texas Water Code (TWC) §§ 11.121 and 11.085 and TCEQ Rule Title 30 
Texas Administrative Code (TAC) §§ 295.151, et seq. Notice is being mailed to the water rights 
holders of record in the Nueces-Rio Grande Coastal Basin pursuant to Title 30 TAC § 295.151; 
notice of the application was previously published in the Corpus Christi Times. No notice is 
required for the exempt interbasin transfer pursuant to Title 30 TAC §§ 295.155 (d)(1) & (d)(4). 
 
The City of Corpus Christi (Applicant) seeks a water use permit to authorize the diversion and 
use of not to exceed 93,148 acre-feet of water per year, at a maximum diversion rate of 129 cfs 
(57,708 gpm), from a diversion reach on Tule Lake Channel (Corpus Christi Ship Channel), 
tributary of Corpus Christi Bay, Nueces-Rio Grande Coastal Basin in Nueces County for 
municipal purposes within its service area in the Nueces, Kleberg, San Patricio and Aransas 
counties.  
 
Applicant also seeks an exempt interbasin transfer of 93,148 acre-feet of water to the portions 
of Nueces County within the Nueces River Basin and the San Antonio-Nueces Coastal Basin and 
to the portions of Nueces and San Patricio Counties in the San Antonio-Nueces Coastal Basin 
within the City’s service area, and an exempt interbasin transfer of 2,999 acre-foot of water out 
of the authorized 93,148 acre-feet to Aransas County within the San Antonio-Nueces Coastal 
Basin. 
 
The proposed diversion reach is located along Tule Lake Channel, Nueces-Rio Grande Coastal 
Basin, in Nueces County in ZIP Code 78407. 
 
The upper limit of the diversion reach is located at Latitude 27.812342° N, Longitude 
97.414444° W, and the lower limit of the diversion reach located at Latitude 27.811553° N, 
Longitude 97.412778° W.  
The application and fees were received on January 22, 2020. Additional information was 
received on February 4, 2020. The application was declared administratively complete and 
accepted for filing with the Office of the Chief Clerk on February 26, 2020. 
 



The Executive Director has completed the technical review of the application and prepared a 
draft permit. The draft permit, if granted, would include special conditions including, but not 
limited to, installation of measuring devices. The application, technical memoranda, and 
Executive Director’s draft permit are available for viewing on the TCEQ web page at: 
www.tceq.texas.gov/permitting/water_rights/wr-permitting/wr-apps-pub-notice. Alternatively, 
you may request a copy of the documents by contacting the TCEQ Office of the Chief Clerk at 
(512) 239-3300 or by mail at TCEQ OCC, Notice Team (MC-105), P.O. Box 13087, Austin, Texas 
78711. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT / PUBLIC MEETING.   You may submit public comments to the Office of 
the Chief Clerk at the address below.  A public meeting will be held and will consist of two 
parts, an Informal Discussion Period and a Formal Comment Period.  A public meeting is not a 
contested case hearing under the Administrative Procedure Act.  During the Informal 
Discussion Period, the public is encouraged to ask questions of the applicant and TCEQ staff 
concerning the permit application and the Executive Director’s recommendations, but the 
comments and questions submitted orally during the Informal Discussion Period will not be 
considered by the Commissioners and no formal response will be made.  Responses will be 
provided orally during the Informal Discussion Period.  During the Formal Comment Period, 
members of the public may state their formal comments orally into the official record.  The 
Executive Director will subsequently summarize the formal comments and prepare a written 
response which will be considered by the Commissioners before they reach a decision on the 
application.  The Executive Director’s written response will be available to the public online or 
upon request.  The public comment period on this application concludes at the close of the 
public meeting. 

 
The Public Meeting is to be held: 

 
Thursday, March 18, 2021 at 7:00 PM 

 
Members of the public who would like to ask questions or provide comments during the 
meeting may access the meeting via webcast by following this link: 
https://www.gotomeeting.com/webinar/join-webinar and entering Webinar ID 913-378-755.  It 
is recommended that you join the webinar and register for the public meeting at least 15 
minutes before the meeting begins.  You will be given the option to use your computer audio or 
to use your phone for participating in the webinar. 
 

Those without internet access may call (512) 239-1201 at least one day prior to the meeting for 
assistance in accessing the meeting and participating telephonically.  Members of the public 
who wish to only listen to the meeting may call, toll free, (631) 992-3221 and enter access code 
782-545-934. 
 
Additional information will be available on the agency calendar of events at the following link:  

https://www.tceq.texas.gov/agency/decisions/hearings/calendar.html. 
 
INFORMATION.  Citizens are encouraged to submit written comments anytime during the 
public meeting.  Citizens may mail their comments to the Office of the Chief Clerk, TCEQ, Mail 
Code MC-105, P.O. Box 13087, Austin, Texas 78711-3087 or submit them electronically at 
http://www14.tceq.texas.gov/epic/eComment/ by entering WRPERM 13676 in the search field 
before the public comment period closes.  If you need more information about the permit 
application or the permitting process, please call the TCEQ Public Education Program, toll free, 
at 1-800-687-4040.  General information can be found at our Web site at www.tceq.texas.gov.  Si 
desea información en Español, puede llamar al 1-800-687-4040. 

 

https://www.gotomeeting.com/webinar/join-webinar
https://www.tceq.texas.gov/agency/decisions/hearings/calendar.html
http://www14.tceq.texas.gov/epic/eComment/
http://www.tceq.texas.gov/


Persons with disabilities who need special accommodations at the public meeting should call 
the Office of the Chief Clerk at (512) 239-3300 or 1-800-RELAY-TX (TDD) at least five business 
days prior to the meeting. 
 
Issued:  February 11, 2021 



TEXAS COMMISSION ON ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY  
 

 
 

NOTICE OF AN APPLICATION 
FOR A WATER USE PERMIT 

 
APPLICATION NO. 13676 

 
The City of Corpus Christi (Applicant) seeks a water use permit to authorize the diversion and 
use of not to exceed 93,148 acre-feet of water per year, at a maximum diversion rate of 129 cfs 
(57,708 gpm), from a diversion reach on Tule Lake Channel (Corpus Christi Ship Channel), 
Nueces-Rio Grande Coastal Basin in Nueces County for municipal purposes in Nueces, Kleberg, 
San Patricio and Aransas counties. Applicant also seeks an exempt interbasin transfer to the 
portions of Nueces County within the Nueces River Basin and the San Antonio-Nueces Coastal 
Basin, to the portions of Nueces and San Patricio counties within the San Antonio-Nueces 
Coastal Basin and to Aransas County within the San Antonio-Nueces Coastal Basin. More 
information on the application and how to participate in the permitting process is given below. 

 
APPLICATION. The City of Corpus Christi (Applicant), P.O. Box 9277, Corpus Christi, Texas 
78469, has applied to the Texas Commission on Environmental Quality (TCEQ) for a Water Use 
Permit pursuant to Texas Water Code (TWC) §§ 11.121 and 11.085 and TCEQ Rule Title 30 
Texas Administrative Code (TAC) §§ 295.151, et seq. Notice is being published and mailed to 
the water rights holders of record in the Nueces-Rio Grande Coastal Basin pursuant to Title 30 
TAC § 295.151. No notice is required for the exempt interbasin transfer pursuant to Title 30 
TAC §§ 295.155 (d)(1) & (d)(4). 
 
The City of Corpus Christi (Applicant) seeks a water use permit to authorize the diversion and 
use of not to exceed 93,148 acre-feet of water per year, at a maximum diversion rate of 129 cfs 
(57,708 gpm), from a diversion reach on Tule Lake Channel (Corpus Christi Ship Channel), 
tributary of Corpus Christi Bay, Nueces-Rio Grande Coastal Basin in Nueces County for 
municipal purposes within its service area in the Nueces, Kleberg, San Patricio and Aransas 
counties.  
 
Applicant also seeks an exempt interbasin transfer of 93,148 acre-feet of water to the portions 
of Nueces County within the Nueces River Basin and the San Antonio-Nueces Coastal Basin and 
to the portions of Nueces and San Patricio Counties in the San Antonio-Nueces Coastal Basin 
within the City’s service area, and an exempt interbasin transfer of 2,999 acre-foot of water out 
of the authorized 93,148 acre-feet to Aransas County within the San Antonio-Nueces Coastal 
Basin. 
 
The proposed diversion reach is located along Tule Lake Channel, Nueces-Rio Grande Coastal 
Basin, in Nueces County in ZIP Code 78407. 
 
The upper limit of the diversion reach is located at Latitude 27.812342° N, Longitude 
97.414444° W, and the lower limit of the diversion reach located at Latitude 27.811553° N, 
Longitude 97.412778° W.  
The application and fees were received on January 22, 2020. Additional information was 
received on February 4, 2020. The application was declared administratively complete and 
accepted for filing with the Office of the Chief Clerk on February 26, 2020. 
 



The Executive Director has completed the technical review of the application and prepared a 
draft permit. The draft permit, if granted, would include special conditions including, but not 
limited to, installation of measuring devices. The application, technical memoranda, and 
Executive Director’s draft permit are available for viewing on the TCEQ web page at: 
www.tceq.texas.gov/permitting/water_rights/wr-permitting/wr-apps-pub-notice. Alternatively, 
you may request a copy of the documents by contacting the TCEQ Office of the Chief Clerk at 
(512) 239-3300 or by mail at TCEQ OCC, Notice Team (MC-105), P.O. Box 13087, Austin, Texas 
78711. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT / PUBLIC MEETING. Written public comments and requests for a public 
meeting should be submitted to the Office of the Chief Clerk, at the address provided in the 
information section below, within 30 days of the date of newspaper publication of the notice. A 
public meeting is intended for the taking of public comment, and is not a contested case 
hearing. A public meeting will be held if the Executive Director determines that there is a 
significant degree of public interest in the application. 
 
CONTESTED CASE HEARING. The TCEQ may grant a contested case hearing on this application 
if a written hearing request is filed within 30 days from the date of newspaper publication of 
this notice. The Executive Director may approve the application unless a written request for a 
contested case hearing is filed within 30 days after newspaper publication of this notice. 
 
To request a contested case hearing, you must submit the following: (1) your name (or for a 
group or association, an official representative), mailing address, daytime phone number, and 
fax number, if any; (2) applicant's name and permit number; (3) the statement "[I/we] request a 
contested case hearing;" (4) a brief and specific description of how you would be affected by the 
application in a way not common to the general public; and (5) the location and distance of 
your property relative to the proposed activity. You may also submit proposed conditions for 
the requested permit which would satisfy your concerns. Requests for a contested case hearing 
must be submitted in writing to the Office of the Chief Clerk at the address provided in the 
information section below. 
 
If a hearing request is filed, the Executive Director will not issue the permit and will forward the 
application and hearing request to the TCEQ Commissioners for their consideration at a 
scheduled Commission meeting. 
 
INFORMATION. Written hearing requests, public comments, or requests for a public meeting 
should be submitted to the Office of the Chief Clerk, MC 105, TCEQ, P.O. Box 13087, Austin, TX 
78711-3087 or electronically at https://www14.tceq.texas.gov/epic/eComment/ by entering 
WRPERM 13676 in the search field. For information concerning the hearing process, please 
contact the Public Interest Counsel, MC 103, at the same address. For additional information, 
individual members of the general public may contact the Public Education Program at 1-800-
687-4040. General information regarding the TCEQ can be found at our web site at 
www.tceq.texas.gov. Si desea información en Español, puede llamar al 1-800-687-4040 o por el 
internet al http://www.tceq.texas.gov. 
 
 
 
Issued: October 26, 2020 

http://www.tceq.texas.gov/
http://www.tceq.texas.gov/
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Hal Bailey

From: Esteban Ramos <EstebanR2@cctexas.com>
Sent: Tuesday, October 13, 2020 4:59 PM
To: Hal Bailey; Kevin Norton
Cc: Chris Kozlowski; Humberto Galvan; Maria Corona
Subject: RE: City of Corpus Christi (Inner Harbor)  Application No. 13676  Revised Draft Permit

Hal, 
 
Thank you for letting us take a final look at the DRAFT. We have reviewed it and we would like to move forward with the 
process. The DRAFT is good with the City. If you have any questions please give me a call. 
 
Thanks 
Steve Ramos  
 

From: Hal Bailey [mailto:Hal.Bailey@tceq.texas.gov]  
Sent: Monday, October 12, 2020 4:23 PM 
To: Esteban Ramos 
Cc: Chris Kozlowski; Humberto Galvan 
Subject: City of Corpus Christi (Inner Harbor) Application No. 13676 Revised Draft Permit 
 

[ [ WARNING: External e-mail. Avoid clicking on links or attachments. We will NEVER ask for a 
password, username, payment or to take action from an email. When in doubt, please forward to 
SecurityAlert@cctexas.com. ] ] 

Good afternoon Steve, 
 
Electronic copies of the revised drafts of the public notice and water use permit are attached.  I incorporated the City’s 
proposed edits into the drafts. 
 
Please review the drafts and provide a response by COB on 10/13/2020. 
 
If you have any questions, please let me know. 
 
Thank you, 
 
Hal E. Bailey, Jr. 
Natural Resources Specialist III 
Water Rights Permitting Team 
Water Availability Division 
Texas Commission on Environmental Quality 
512-239-4615  Hal.Bailey@tceq.texas.gov  
 
 



 
TEXAS COMMISSION ON ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY  

 

 
 

NOTICE OF AN APPLICATION 
FOR A WATER USE PERMIT 

 
APPLICATION NO. 13676 

 
The City of Corpus Christi (Applicant) seeks a water use permit to authorize the diversion and 
use of not to exceed 93,148 acre-feet of water per year, at a maximum diversion rate of 129 cfs 
(57,708 gpm), from a diversion reach on Tule Lake Channel (Corpus Christi Ship Channel), 
Nueces-Rio Grande Coastal Basin in Nueces County for municipal purposes in Nueces, Kleberg, 
San Patricio and Aransas counties. Applicant also seeks an exempt interbasin transfer to the 
portions of Nueces County within the Nueces River Basin and the San Antonio-Nueces Coastal 
Basin, to the portions of Nueces and San Patricio counties within the San Antonio-Nueces 
Coastal Basin and to Aransas County within the San Antonio-Nueces Coastal Basin. More 
information on the application and how to participate in the permitting process is given below. 

 
APPLICATION. The City of Corpus Christi (Applicant), P.O. Box 9277, Corpus Christi, Texas 
78469, has applied to the Texas Commission on Environmental Quality (TCEQ) for a Water Use 
Permit pursuant to Texas Water Code (TWC) §§ 11.121 and 11.085 and TCEQ Rule Title 30 
Texas Administrative Code (TAC) §§ 295.151, et seq. Notice is being published and mailed to 
the water rights holders of record in the Nueces-Rio Grande Coastal Basin pursuant to Title 30 
TAC § 295.151. No notice is required for the exempt interbasin transfer pursuant to Title 30 
TAC §§ 295.155 (d)(1) & (d)(4). 
 
The City of Corpus Christi (Applicant) seeks a water use permit to authorize the diversion and 
use of not to exceed 93,148 acre-feet of water per year, at a maximum diversion rate of 129 cfs 
(57,708 gpm), from a diversion reach on Tule Lake Channel (Corpus Christi Ship Channel), 
tributary of Corpus Christi Bay, Nueces-Rio Grande Coastal Basin in Nueces County for 
municipal purposes within its service area in the Nueces, Kleberg, San Patricio and Aransas 
counties.  
 
Applicant also seeks an exempt interbasin transfer of 93,148 acre-feet of water to the portions 
of Nueces County within the Nueces River Basin and the San Antonio-Nueces Coastal Basin and 
to the portions of Nueces and San Patricio Counties in the San Antonio-Nueces Coastal Basin 
within the City’s service area, and an exempt interbasin transfer of 2,999 acre-foot of water out 
of the authorized 93,148 acre-feet to Aransas County within the San Antonio-Nueces Coastal 
Basin. 
 
The proposed diversion reach is located along Tule Lake Channel, Nueces-Rio Grande Coastal 
Basin, in Nueces County in ZIP Code 78407. 
 
The upper limit of the diversion reach is located at Latitude 27.812342° N, Longitude 
97.414444° W, and the lower limit of the diversion reach located at Latitude 27.811553° N, 
Longitude 97.412778° W.  



 
The application and fees were received on January 22, 2020. Additional information was 
received on February 4, 2020. The application was declared administratively complete and 
accepted for filing with the Office of the Chief Clerk on February 26, 2020. 
 
The Executive Director has completed the technical review of the application and prepared a 
draft permit. The draft permit, if granted, would include special conditions including, but not 
limited to, installation of measuring devices. The application, technical memoranda, and 
Executive Director’s draft permit are available for viewing on the TCEQ web page at: 
www.tceq.texas.gov/permitting/water_rights/wr-permitting/wr-apps-pub-notice. Alternatively, 
you may request a copy of the documents by contacting the TCEQ Office of the Chief Clerk at 
(512) 239-3300 or by mail at TCEQ OCC, Notice Team (MC-105), P.O. Box 13087, Austin, Texas 
78711. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT / PUBLIC MEETING. Written public comments and requests for a public 
meeting should be submitted to the Office of the Chief Clerk, at the address provided in the 
information section below, within 30 days of the date of newspaper publication of the notice. A 
public meeting is intended for the taking of public comment, and is not a contested case 
hearing. A public meeting will be held if the Executive Director determines that there is a 
significant degree of public interest in the application. 
 
CONTESTED CASE HEARING. The TCEQ may grant a contested case hearing on this application 
if a written hearing request is filed within 30 days from the date of newspaper publication of 
this notice. The Executive Director may approve the application unless a written request for a 
contested case hearing is filed within 30 days after newspaper publication of this notice. 
 
To request a contested case hearing, you must submit the following: (1) your name (or for a 
group or association, an official representative), mailing address, daytime phone number, and 
fax number, if any; (2) applicant's name and permit number; (3) the statement "[I/we] request a 
contested case hearing;" (4) a brief and specific description of how you would be affected by the 
application in a way not common to the general public; and (5) the location and distance of 
your property relative to the proposed activity. You may also submit proposed conditions for 
the requested permit which would satisfy your concerns. Requests for a contested case hearing 
must be submitted in writing to the Office of the Chief Clerk at the address provided in the 
information section below. 
 
If a hearing request is filed, the Executive Director will not issue the permit and will forward the 
application and hearing request to the TCEQ Commissioners for their consideration at a 
scheduled Commission meeting. 
 
INFORMATION. Written hearing requests, public comments, or requests for a public meeting 
should be submitted to the Office of the Chief Clerk, MC 105, TCEQ, P.O. Box 13087, Austin, TX 
78711-3087 or electronically at https://www14.tceq.texas.gov/epic/eComment/ by entering 
WRPERM 13676 in the search field. For information concerning the hearing process, please 
contact the Public Interest Counsel, MC 103, at the same address. For additional information, 
individual members of the general public may contact the Public Education Program at 1-800-
687-4040. General information regarding the TCEQ can be found at our web site at 
www.tceq.texas.gov. Si desea información en Español, puede llamar al 1-800-687-4040 o por el 
internet al http://www.tceq.texas.gov. 
 
 
 
Issued:  

http://www.tceq.texas.gov/
http://www.tceq.texas.gov/
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TEXAS COMMISSION ON ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY 

 
 

WATER USE PERMIT 
 
 
PERMIT NO. 13676 TYPE §§ 11.121 & 11.085 
 
Permittee:              City of Corpus Christi Address:

  
P.O. Box 9277 
Corpus Christi, Texas 78469 

Filed:  February 26, 2020 Granted:  
 

Purpose: Municipal 
  

Counties: Nueces, Kleberg, San Patricio, 
and Aransas 
 

Watercourse:
  

Tule Lake Channel (Corpus Christi  
Ship Channel), tributary of Corpus 
Christi Bay 
 

Watershed: Nueces-Rio Grande and San 
Antonio-Nueces Coastal 
Basins, Nueces River Basin 

 WHEREAS, The City of Corpus Christi (Applicant) requests a water use permit to 
authorize the diversion and use of not to exceed 93,148 acre-feet of water per year, at a 
maximum diversion rate of 129 cfs (57,708 gpm), from a diversion reach on Tule Lake Channel 
(Corpus Christi Ship Channel), tributary of Corpus Christi Bay, Nueces-Rio Grande Coastal Basin 
in Nueces County for municipal purposes in Nueces, Kleberg, San Patricio and Aransas counties; 
and 
 

WHEREAS, the proposed upper limit of the diversion reach is located at Latitude 
27.812342° N, Longitude 97.414444° W; and 

  
WHEREAS, the proposed lower limit of the diversion reach is located at Latitude 

27.811553° N, Longitude 97.412778° W; and 
 
WHEREAS, Applicant seeks an exempt interbasin transfer of 93,148 acre-feet of water to 

the portions of Nueces County within the Nueces River Basin and the San Antonio-Nueces 
Coastal Basin and to the portions of Nueces and San Patricio Counties in the San Antonio-
Nueces Coastal Basin within the City’s service area; and 

 
WHEREAS, Applicant also seeks an exempt interbasin transfer of 2,999 acre-feet of 

water out of the authorized 93,148 acre-feet to Aransas County within the San Antonio-Nueces 
Coastal Basin; and 

 
WHEREAS, the Texas Commission on Environmental Quality finds that jurisdiction over 

the application is established; and 
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WHEREAS, this permit, if granted, is subject to requirements and orders of the South 
Texas Watermaster; and 

 
WHEREAS, the Executive Director recommends that special conditions be included in the 

permit; and 
 

WHEREAS, the Texas Commission on Environmental Quality finds that the issuance of 
the permit is consistent with the goals and policies of the Texas Coastal Management Program 
(CMP); and   
 

WHEREAS, the Commission has complied with the requirements of the Texas Water 
Code and Rules of the Texas Commission on Environmental Quality in issuing this permit;  

 
NOW, THEREFORE, this permit, designated Water Use Permit No. 13676, is issued to The 

City of Corpus Christi subject to the following terms and conditions:  
 

1. USE 
 

A. Permittee is authorized to divert and use not to exceed 93,148 acre-feet of water per 
year, from a diversion reach on Tule Lake Channel, Nueces-Rio Grande Coastal Basin 
for municipal purposes within its service area in Nueces, Kleberg, San Patricio and 
Aransas counties. 
 

B. Permittee is authorized an exempt interbasin transfer of all its authorized water to 
the portions of Nueces County within in the Nueces River Basin and the San Antonio-
Nueces Coastal Basin and to the portions of Nueces and San Patricio Counties in the 
San Antonio-Nueces Coastal Basin within the City’s service area. 

 
C. Permittee is authorized an exempt interbasin transfer of 2,999 acre-foot of its 

authorized 93,148 acre-feet of water to Aransas County within the San Antonio-
Nueces Coastal Basin. 

 
2. DIVERSION 

 
A. Permittee is authorized to divert from a reach along Tule Lake Channel (Corpus 

Christi Ship Channel), Nueces-Rio Grande Coastal Basin in Nueces County, defined as 
follows: 
  
1. Upper limit of the diversion reach is located at Latitude 27.812342° N, Longitude 

97.414444° W. 
  
2. Lower limit of the diversion reach is located at Latitude 27.811553° N, Longitude 

97.412778° W. 
  

B. At a maximum combined diversion rate of 129 cfs (57,708 gpm). 
 

3. PRIORITY 
 
 The time priority of this water right is February 26, 2020. 
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4. CONSERVATION 
 

Permittee shall implement water conservation plans that provide for the utilization of 
those practices, techniques, and technologies that reduce or maintain the consumption 
of water, prevent or reduce the loss or waste of water, maintain or improve the efficiency 
in the use of water, increase the recycling and reuse of water, and prevent the pollution 
of water, so that a water supply is made available for future or alternative uses. Such 
plans shall include a requirement that every water supply contract entered into on or 
after the effective date of this permit, including any contract extension or renewal, that 
each successive wholesale customer develop and implement conservation measures. If 
the customer intends to resell the water, then the contract for resale of the water shall 
have water conservation requirements so that each successive customer in the resale of 
the water will be required to implement water conservation measures.  
 

5. SPECIAL CONDITIONS 
 

A. The special conditions in this permit are subject to adjustment by the commission if 
the commission determines, through an expedited public review process, that such 
adjustment is appropriate to achieve compliance with applicable environmental flow 
standards adopted pursuant to Texas Water Code § 11.1471. Any adjustment shall be 
made in accordance with the provisions of Texas Water Code § 11.1471(e-1). 
 

B. Permittee shall implement reasonable measures in order to reduce impacts to aquatic 
resources due to entrainment or impingement. Such measures shall include, but shall 
not be limited to, the installation of screens at the diversion structure. 
 

C. Permittee shall install and maintain a measuring device which accounts for, within 5% 
accuracy, the quantity of water diverted from the segment authorized above in 
Paragraph 2. DIVERSION and maintain measurement records. 

 
D. Permittee shall allow representatives of the South Texas Watermaster reasonable 

access to the property to inspect the measuring device and records.  
 

E. Permittee shall contact the South Texas Watermaster prior to diversion of water 
authorized by this permit. 

 
This permit is issued subject to all superior and senior water rights in the  

Nueces-Rio Grande Coastal Basin. 
 

This permit is subject to the requirements and orders of the South Texas Watermaster. 
 

Permittee agrees to be bound by the terms, conditions and provisions contained herein 
and such agreement is a condition precedent to the granting of this permit. 
 

All other matters requested in the application which are not specifically granted 
by this permit are denied. 
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 This permit is issued subject to the Rules of the Texas Commission on Environmental 
Quality and to the right of continuing supervision of state water resources exercised by the 
Commission. 
 
 
 

          
     ______________________________ 

 For the Commission 
 
 
Date Issued: 
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Hal Bailey

From: Esteban Ramos <EstebanR2@cctexas.com>
Sent: Friday, October 9, 2020 11:05 AM
To: Hal Bailey; Kevin Norton; Gabriel Ramirez
Cc: Chris Kozlowski; Humberto Galvan; Jason Cocklin (JC@freese.com); Maria Corona
Subject: RE: City of Corpus Christi (Inner Harbor)  Application No. 13676 Draft Permit

Hello Hal, 
 
I would like to thank everyone at the TCEQ for their time this week discussing the permit Draft. Based on the discussion 
the City would like to move forward with the Draft and our comment that the TCEQ has agreed with. We look forward to 
the next step in the process. If you have any questions please give me a call. 
 
Thank you 
Esteban (Steve) Ramos 
Water Resource Manager, Water Utilities  
City of Corpus Christi, Texas  
361-826-3294 
 
 
 

From: Esteban Ramos  
Sent: Thursday, September 24, 2020 4:51 PM 
To: Hal Bailey; Kevin Norton; Gabriel Ramirez 
Cc: Chris Kozlowski; Humberto Galvan; Jason Cocklin (JC@freese.com); Maria Corona 
Subject: RE: City of Corpus Christi (Inner Harbor) Application No. 13676 Draft Permit 
 
Hello Hal, 
 
Please find the City of Corpus Christi comment letter regarding application no. 13676. If you are anyone from TCEQ has 
any questions please feel free to give me a call. 
 
Thank you 
Esteban (Steve) Ramos 
Water Resource Manager, Water Utilities  
City of Corpus Christi, Texas  
361-826-3294 
 
 
 

From: Hal Bailey [mailto:Hal.Bailey@tceq.texas.gov]  
Sent: Thursday, September 10, 2020 3:33 PM 
To: Esteban Ramos 
Cc: Chris Kozlowski; Humberto Galvan 
Subject: City of Corpus Christi (Inner Harbor) Application No. 13676 Draft Permit 
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[ [ WARNING: External e-mail. Avoid clicking on links or attachments. We will NEVER ask for a 
password, username, payment or to take action from an email. When in doubt, please forward to 
SecurityAlert@cctexas.com. ] ] 

Good afternoon Steve, 
 
Electronic copies of the cover letter, draft public notice, and draft water use permit for the City of Corpus Christi, 
application no. 13676 are attached.   
 
Also attached are copies of the related technical memoranda. 
 
Please review the draft documents and provide any comments and/or edits by COB on 09/24/2020. 
 
If you have any questions, please let me know. 
 
Thank you, 
 
Hal E. Bailey, Jr. 
Natural Resources Specialist III 
Water Rights Permitting Team 
Water Availability Division 
Texas Commission on Environmental Quality 
512-239-4615  Hal.Bailey@tceq.texas.gov  
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Hal Bailey

From: Hal Bailey
Sent: Friday, September 18, 2020 2:31 PM
To: Esteban Ramos
Cc: Chris Kozlowski; Humberto Galvan
Subject: RE: City of Corpus Christi (Inner Harbor)  Application No. 13676 Draft Permit

Good afternoon Steve, 
 
We understand.  If it looks like you will need some extra time to review the draft package, just send me an extension 
request prior to the deadline 
of the 24th.  The request needs to be signed and on official letterhead, but you can attach it to an email.  Also, let us 
know how long of an extension 
you are requesting and the reason.  In the meantime, feel free to reach out if you have any questions or concerns. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Hal E. Bailey, Jr. 
Natural Resources Specialist III 
Water Rights Permitting Team 
Water Availability Division 
Texas Commission on Environmental Quality 
512-239-4615  Hal.Bailey@tceq.texas.gov  
 

From: Esteban Ramos <EstebanR2@cctexas.com>  
Sent: Friday, September 18, 2020 1:56 PM 
To: Hal Bailey <Hal.Bailey@tceq.texas.gov> 
Cc: Chris Kozlowski <chris.kozlowski@tceq.texas.gov>; Humberto Galvan <Humberto.Galvan@tceq.texas.gov> 
Subject: RE: City of Corpus Christi (Inner Harbor) Application No. 13676 Draft Permit 
 
Hello Hal, Chris, and Humberto 
 
I wanted to thank you again for your teams work on the DRAFT permit. The City’s team is working on the review but I 
wanted to give you a heads up. We might not make the 24th there is a little storm in the Gulf and work has shifted to 
prepare for it if it comes. But we are working on it and will have it on that date or just shortly after. If you have any 
questions please give me a call. 
 
Thank you 
Esteban (Steve) Ramos 
Water Resource Manager, Water Utilities  
City of Corpus Christi, Texas 
361-826-3294  
 
 
 

From: Hal Bailey [mailto:Hal.Bailey@tceq.texas.gov]  
Sent: Thursday, September 10, 2020 3:33 PM 
To: Esteban Ramos 
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Cc: Chris Kozlowski; Humberto Galvan 
Subject: City of Corpus Christi (Inner Harbor) Application No. 13676 Draft Permit 
 

[ [ WARNING: External e-mail. Avoid clicking on links or attachments. We will NEVER ask for a 
password, username, payment or to take action from an email. When in doubt, please forward to 
SecurityAlert@cctexas.com. ] ] 

Good afternoon Steve, 
 
Electronic copies of the cover letter, draft public notice, and draft water use permit for the City of Corpus Christi, 
application no. 13676 are attached.   
 
Also attached are copies of the related technical memoranda. 
 
Please review the draft documents and provide any comments and/or edits by COB on 09/24/2020. 
 
If you have any questions, please let me know. 
 
Thank you, 
 
Hal E. Bailey, Jr. 
Natural Resources Specialist III 
Water Rights Permitting Team 
Water Availability Division 
Texas Commission on Environmental Quality 
512-239-4615  Hal.Bailey@tceq.texas.gov  
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September 10, 2020 
 
 
Mr. Steve Ramos.    VIA-EMAIL  
City of Corpus Christi 
1201 Leopard Street 
Corpus Christi, Texas 787401 
            
RE: City of Corpus Christi 
 WRPERM 13676 

CN600131858, RN110941192 
Application No. 13676 for a Water Use Permit 
Texas Water Code §§ 11.121, 11.085, Requiring Published and Mailed Notice 
Tule Lake Channel, Nueces-Rio Grande Coastal Basin  

 Nueces County 
 
Dear Mr. Ramos: 
 
Drafts, subject to revision, of the public notice, proposed Water Use Permit No. 13676, and the 
related technical memoranda are attached. 
 
Staff is recommending that the referenced application be granted in accordance with the 
enclosed drafts. Please review the drafts and contact me no later than September 24, 2020 with 
any comments or questions as the notice will be forwarded to the Office of the Chief Clerk for 
mailing after that date.   
 
Please note this application requires a 30-day comment period and once the comment period 
has closed, the proposed Water Use Permit No. 13676 may be issued as drafted given no 
hearing requests are received.  
 
If you have any questions concerning the application, please contact me via email at 
hal.bailey@tceq.texas.gov or at (512) 239-4615. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Hal E. Bailey, Jr., Project Manager  
Water Rights Permitting Team  
Water Rights Permitting and Availability Section 
 
Attachments 

http://www.tceq.state.tx.us/


 
TEXAS COMMISSION ON ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY  

 

 
 

NOTICE OF AN APPLICATION 
FOR A WATER USE PERMIT 

 
APPLICATION NO. 13676 

 
 
The City of Corpus Christi (Applicant) seeks a water use permit to authorize the diversion and 
use of not to exceed 93,148 acre-feet of water per year, at a maximum diversion rate of 129 cfs 
(57,708 gpm), from a diversion reach on Tule Lake Channel (Corpus Christi Ship Channel), 
Nueces-Rio Grande Coastal Basin in Nueces County for municipal purposes in Nueces, Kleberg, 
San Patricio and Aransas counties. Applicant also seeks an exempt interbasin transfer to the 
portions of Nueces County within the Nueces River Basin and the San Antonio-Nueces Coastal 
Basin, to the portions of Nueces and San Patricio counties within the San Antonio-Nueces 
Coastal Basin and to Aransas County within the San Antonio-Nueces Coastal Basin. More 
information on the application and how to participate in the permitting process is given below. 

 
APPLICATION. The City of Corpus Christi (Applicant), P.O. Box 9277, Corpus Christi, Texas 
78469, has applied to the Texas Commission on Environmental Quality (TCEQ) for a Water Use 
Permit pursuant to Texas Water Code (TWC) §§ 11.121 and 11.085 and TCEQ Rule Title 30 
Texas Administrative Code (TAC) §§ 295.151, et seq. Notice is being published and mailed to 
the water rights holders of record in the Nueces-Rio Grande Coastal Basin pursuant to Title 30 
TAC § 295.151. No notice is required for the exempt interbasin transfer pursuant to Title 30 
TAC §§ 295.155 (d)(1) & (d)(4). 
 
The City of Corpus Christi (Applicant) seeks a water use permit to authorize the diversion and 
use of not to exceed 93,148 acre-feet of water per year, at a maximum diversion rate of 129 cfs 
(57,708 gpm), from a diversion reach on Tule Lake Channel (Corpus Christi Ship Channel), 
tributary of Corpus Christi Bay, Nueces-Rio Grande Coastal Basin in Nueces County for 
municipal purposes within its service area in the Nueces, Kleberg, San Patricio and Aransas 
counties.  
 
Applicant also seeks an exempt interbasin transfer of 93,148 acre-feet of water to the portions 
of Nueces County within the Nueces River Basin and the San Antonio-Nueces Coastal Basin and 
to the portions of Nueces and San Patricio Counties in the San Antonio-Nueces Coastal Basin 
within the City’s service area, and an exempt interbasin transfer of 2,999 acre-foot of water to 
Aransas County within the San Antonio-Nueces Coastal Basin. 
 
The proposed diversion reach is located along Tule Lake Channel, Nueces-Rio Grande Coastal 
Basin, in Nueces County in ZIP Code 78407. 
 
The upper limit of the diversion reach is located at Latitude 27.812342° N, Longitude 
97.414444° W, and the lower limit of the diversion reach located at Latitude 27.811553° N, 
Longitude 97.412778° W.  



 
The application and fees were received on January 22, 2020. Additional information was 
received on February 4, 2020. The application was declared administratively complete and 
accepted for filing with the Office of the Chief Clerk on February 26, 2020. 
 
The Executive Director has completed the technical review of the application and prepared a 
draft permit. The draft permit, if granted, would include special conditions including, but not 
limited to, installation of measuring devices. The application, technical memoranda, and 
Executive Director’s draft permit are available for viewing on the TCEQ web page at: 
www.tceq.texas.gov/permitting/water_rights/wr-permitting/wr-apps-pub-notice. Alternatively, 
you may request a copy of the documents by contacting the TCEQ Office of the Chief Clerk at 
(512) 239-3300 or by mail at TCEQ OCC, Notice Team (MC-105), P.O. Box 13087, Austin, Texas 
78711. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT / PUBLIC MEETING. Written public comments and requests for a public 
meeting should be submitted to the Office of the Chief Clerk, at the address provided in the 
information section below, within 30 days of the date of newspaper publication of the notice. A 
public meeting is intended for the taking of public comment, and is not a contested case 
hearing. A public meeting will be held if the Executive Director determines that there is a 
significant degree of public interest in the application. 
 
CONTESTED CASE HEARING. The TCEQ may grant a contested case hearing on this application 
if a written hearing request is filed within 30 days from the date of newspaper publication of 
this notice. The Executive Director may approve the application unless a written request for a 
contested case hearing is filed within 30 days after newspaper publication of this notice. 
 
To request a contested case hearing, you must submit the following: (1) your name (or for a 
group or association, an official representative), mailing address, daytime phone number, and 
fax number, if any; (2) applicant's name and permit number; (3) the statement "[I/we] request a 
contested case hearing;" (4) a brief and specific description of how you would be affected by the 
application in a way not common to the general public; and (5) the location and distance of 
your property relative to the proposed activity. You may also submit proposed conditions for 
the requested permit which would satisfy your concerns. Requests for a contested case hearing 
must be submitted in writing to the Office of the Chief Clerk at the address provided in the 
information section below. 
 
If a hearing request is filed, the Executive Director will not issue the permit and will forward the 
application and hearing request to the TCEQ Commissioners for their consideration at a 
scheduled Commission meeting. 
 
INFORMATION. Written hearing requests, public comments, or requests for a public meeting 
should be submitted to the Office of the Chief Clerk, MC 105, TCEQ, P.O. Box 13087, Austin, TX 
78711-3087 or electronically at https://www14.tceq.texas.gov/epic/eComment/ by entering 
WRPERM 13676 in the search field. For information concerning the hearing process, please 
contact the Public Interest Counsel, MC 103, at the same address. For additional information, 
individual members of the general public may contact the Public Education Program at 1-800-
687-4040. General information regarding the TCEQ can be found at our web site at 
www.tceq.texas.gov. Si desea información en Español, puede llamar al 1-800-687-4040 o por el 
internet al http://www.tceq.texas.gov. 
 
 
 
Issued:  

http://www.tceq.texas.gov/
http://www.tceq.texas.gov/
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TEXAS COMMISSION ON ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY 

 
 

WATER USE PERMIT 
 
 
PERMIT NO. 13676 TYPE §§ 11.121 & 11.085 
 
Permittee:              City of Corpus Christi Address:

  
P.O. Box 9277 
Corpus Christi, Texas 78469 

Filed:  February 26, 2020 Granted:  
 

Purpose: Municipal 
  

Counties: Nueces, Kleberg, San Patricio, 
and Aransas 
 

Watercourse:
  

Tule Lake Channel (Corpus Christi  
Ship Channel), tributary of Corpus 
Christi Bay 
 

Watershed: Nueces-Rio Grande and San 
Antonio-Nueces Coastal 
Basins, Nueces River Basin 

 WHEREAS, The City of Corpus Christi (Applicant) requests a water use permit to 
authorize the diversion and use of not to exceed 93,148 acre-feet of water per year, at a 
maximum diversion rate of 129 cfs (57,708 gpm), from a diversion reach on Tule Lake Channel 
(Corpus Christi Ship Channel), tributary of Corpus Christi Bay, Nueces-Rio Grande Coastal Basin 
in Nueces County for municipal purposes in Nueces, Kleberg, San Patricio and Aransas counties; 
and 
 

WHEREAS, the proposed upper limit of the diversion reach is located at Latitude 
27.812342° N, Longitude 97.414444° W; and 

  
WHEREAS, the proposed lower limit of the diversion reach is located at Latitude 

27.811553° N, Longitude 97.412778° W; and 
 
WHEREAS, Applicant seeks an exempt interbasin transfer of 93,148 acre-feet of water to 

the portions of Nueces County within the Nueces River Basin and the San Antonio-Nueces 
Coastal Basin and to the portions of Nueces and San Patricio Counties in the San Antonio-
Nueces Coastal Basin within the City’s service area; and 

 
WHEREAS, Applicant also seeks an exempt interbasin transfer of 2,999 acre-feet of 

water to Aransas County within the San Antonio-Nueces Coastal Basin; and 
 

WHEREAS, the Texas Commission on Environmental Quality finds that jurisdiction over 
the application is established; and 
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WHEREAS, this permit, if granted, is subject to requirements and orders of the South 
Texas Watermaster; and 

 
WHEREAS, the Executive Director recommends that special conditions be included in the 

permit; and 
 

WHEREAS, the Texas Commission on Environmental Quality finds that the issuance of 
the permit is consistent with the goals and policies of the Texas Coastal Management Program 
(CMP); and   
 

WHEREAS, the Commission has complied with the requirements of the Texas Water 
Code and Rules of the Texas Commission on Environmental Quality in issuing this permit;  

 
NOW, THEREFORE, this permit, designated Water Use Permit No. 13676, is issued to The 

City of Corpus Christi subject to the following terms and conditions:  
 

1. USE 
 

A. Permittee is authorized to divert and use not to exceed 93,148 acre-feet of water per 
year, from a diversion reach on Tule Lake Channel, Nueces-Rio Grande Coastal Basin 
for municipal purposes within its service area in Nueces, Kleberg, San Patricio and 
Aransas counties. 
 

B. Permittee is authorized an exempt interbasin transfer of all its authorized water to 
the portions of Nueces County within in the Nueces River Basin and the San Antonio-
Nueces Coastal Basin and to the portions of Nueces and San Patricio Counties in the 
San Antonio-Nueces Coastal Basin within the City’s service area. 

 
C. Permittee is authorized an exempt interbasin transfer of 2,999 acre-foot of its 

authorized water to Aransas County within the San Antonio-Nueces Coastal Basin. 
 

2. DIVERSION 
 

A. Permittee is authorized to divert from a reach along Tule Lake Channel (Corpus 
Christi Ship Channel), Nueces-Rio Grande Coastal Basin in Nueces County, defined as 
follows: 
  
1. Upper limit of the diversion reach is located at Latitude 27.812342° N, Longitude 

97.414444° W. 
  
2. Lower limit of the diversion reach is located at Latitude 27.811553° N, Longitude 

97.412778° W. 
  

B. At a maximum combined diversion rate of 129 cfs (57,708 gpm). 
 

3. PRIORITY 
 
 The time priority of this water right is February 26, 2020. 
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4. CONSERVATION 
 

Permittee shall implement water conservation plans that provide for the utilization of 
those practices, techniques, and technologies that reduce or maintain the consumption 
of water, prevent or reduce the loss or waste of water, maintain or improve the efficiency 
in the use of water, increase the recycling and reuse of water, and prevent the pollution 
of water, so that a water supply is made available for future or alternative uses. Such 
plans shall include a requirement that every water supply contract entered into on or 
after the effective date of this permit, including any contract extension or renewal, that 
each successive wholesale customer develop and implement conservation measures. If 
the customer intends to resell the water, then the contract for resale of the water shall 
have water conservation requirements so that each successive customer in the resale of 
the water will be required to implement water conservation measures.  
 

5. SPECIAL CONDITIONS 
 

A. The special conditions in this permit are subject to adjustment by the commission if 
the commission determines, through an expedited public review process, that such 
adjustment is appropriate to achieve compliance with applicable environmental flow 
standards adopted pursuant to Texas Water Code § 11.1471. Any adjustment shall be 
made in accordance with the provisions of Texas Water Code § 11.1471(e-1). 
 

B. Permittee shall implement reasonable measures in order to reduce impacts to aquatic 
resources due to entrainment or impingement. Such measures shall include, but shall 
not be limited to, the installation of screens at the diversion structure. 
 

C. Permittee shall install and maintain a measuring device which accounts for, within 5% 
accuracy, the quantity of water diverted from the segment authorized above in 
Paragraph 2. DIVERSION and maintain measurement records. 

 
D. Permittee shall allow representatives of the South Texas Watermaster reasonable 

access to the property to inspect the measuring device and records.  
 

E. Permittee shall contact the South Texas Watermaster prior to diversion of water 
authorized by this permit. 

 
This permit is issued subject to all superior and senior water rights in the  

Nueces-Rio Grande Coastal Basin. 
 

This permit is subject to the requirements and orders of the South Texas Watermaster. 
 

Permittee agrees to be bound by the terms, conditions and provisions contained herein 
and such agreement is a condition precedent to the granting of this permit. 
 

All other matters requested in the application which are not specifically granted 
by this permit are denied. 
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 This permit is issued subject to the Rules of the Texas Commission on Environmental 
Quality and to the right of continuing supervision of state water resources exercised by the 
Commission. 
 
 
 

          
     ______________________________ 

 For the Commission 
 
 
Date Issued: 



   

 

   

 

Texas Commission on Environmental Quality 

INTEROFFICE MEMORANDUM 
 

To:              Sarah Henderson, Project Manager             Date:  June 26, 2020 
  Water Rights Permitting Team 

  
Through:     Jason Godeaux, Team Leader 
  Resource Protection Team 

   
  Jennifer Allis, Senior Water Conservation Specialist 

  Resource Protection Team 
   
From:          Trent Jennings, Water Conservation Specialist 

  Resource Protection Team 
   

Subject:   City of Corpus Christi 
WRPERM 13676 
CN600131858 

Tule Lake Channel (Corpus Christi Ship Channel), Nueces-Rio Grande 
Coastal Basin 

                 Nueces County 
 

APPLICATION SUMMARY 

 
The City of Corpus Christi (City) requests a water use permit to divert 93,148 acre-

feet of water per year from a diversion reach on Tule Lake Channel (Corpus Christi 
Ship Channel), Nueces-Rio Grande Coastal Basin, at a maximum diversion rate of 

129 cfs (57,708 gpm), for municipal purposes in Nueces, Kleberg, San Patricio, and 
Aransas counties.  
 

The City requests an exempt interbasin transfer of 93,148 acre-feet of water to the 
portions of Nueces County in the Nueces River Basin and the San Antonio-Nueces 

Coastal Basin and to the portions of Nueces and San Patricio counties in the San 
Antonio-Nueces Coastal Basin within the City’s service area. The City also requests 
an exempt interbasin transfer of 2,999 acre-feet of water to Aransas County in the 

San Antonio-Nueces Costal Basin.   
 

 
WATER CONSERVATION REVIEW 

 

Pursuant to Title 30 Texas Administrative Code (TAC) §295.9(1), an application 
requesting to appropriate or to use water for municipal purposes requires the 

submittal of a water conservation plan and a drought contingency plan.  
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The City submitted a 2019 water conservation plan and drought contingency plan 

for municipal use with the application. 
 

Resource Protection staff reviewed the water conservation and drought contingency 
plans and found that the plans meet the requirements in 30 TAC Chapter 288.   
 

Additionally, the City is required to provide evidence that the amount of water 
appropriated will be beneficially used, i.e., effectively managed and not wasted 

pursuant to Texas Water Code (TWC), §11.134(b)(3)(A). Also, the City must 
provide evidence that reasonable diligence will be used to avoid waste and achieve 
water conservation pursuant to TWC §11.134(b)(4). To provide that evidence, the 

City must submit a water conservation plan in accordance with 30 TAC Chapter 
288.  In applications where a new appropriation of water is requested, the review 

includes an analysis of whether the requested appropriation is reasonable and 
necessary for the proposed uses in accordance with TWC §11.134 and 30 TAC 
§297.50.  

 
The purpose of this review is to: 

(1)  determine whether reasonable water conservation goals have been set; 
(2)  determine whether the proposed strategies can achieve the stated goals; 
(3)  determine whether there is a substantiated need for the water and whether the 

amount to be appropriated is reasonable for the proposed use; and 
(4)  determine whether the water conservation plan addresses a water supply need 

in a manner that is consistent with the state water plan and the relevant approved 
regional water plan. 

 
If these criteria are met, then Resource Protection staff considers this sufficient 
evidence to conclude that the City will avoid waste and achieve water conservation.  

This review forms a basis for permit conditions and limitations as provided by TWC 
§11.134.  

 
Water Conservation Goals and Strategies 
As a retail and wholesale water supplier, the City submitted a water conservation 

plan and a drought contingency plan for municipal use. 
 

The City’s 2019 Water Conservation Plan establishes goals for total per capita usage 
and residential per capita usage.   

• The 5-year goal for total per capita consumption is 195 gallons per capita per 

day (gpcd) by 2024, and the 10-year goal is 184 gpcd by 2029. 
• The 5-year goal for residential per capita consumption is 60 gpcd by 2024, 

and the 10-year goal is 56 gpcd by 2029. 
• These goals represent a 5.64 percent reduction in total per capita water use 

and a 6.66 percent reduction in residential per capita water use by 2029. 

 
The water conservation plan also discusses several programs that the City has 

established to help achieve the stated goals: 
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•   Public Awareness and Education Programs, including educating youth about 

water resources and the importance of conservation; 
• Adoption of conservation-oriented water rate structures for residential and 

commercial customers; 
•   Universal metering and a meter repair and replacement program; 
• Water conservation staff who coordinate and implement water conservation 

for the city and its service area; 
• Record Management system to classify customers by sector for billing 

purposes; 
• Implementation of permanent conservation measures for irrigating parks and 

golf courses; and 

• Annual water system audits to identify areas of water loss. 
 

Resource Protection staff determined that the overall water conservation strategies 
provided in the City’s water conservation plan are reasonable and can help achieve 
and maintain the stated goals. 

 
Requirements for Water Right Application under 30 TAC §288.7 

Under 30 TAC §288.7, a water conservation plan submitted with a water right 
application for a new or additional appropriation of water must include data and 
information which: 

(1) supports the applicant’s proposed use of water with consideration of the water 
conservation goals of the water conservation plan; 

(2) evaluates conservation as an alternative to the proposed appropriation; and 
(3) evaluates any other feasible alternative to new water development including, 

but not limited to, waste prevention, recycling and reuse, water transfer and 
marketing, regionalization, and optimum water management practices and 
procedures. 

 
As part of their application, the City submitted a supplement to their Water 

Conservation Plan to address these requirements.  
 
Consideration of Water Conservation Goals 

The City proposes to meet regional water supply needs for municipal purposes, 
including retail sales to residential, commercial, manufacturing and institutional 
customers in Aransas, Kleberg, Nueces and San Patricio counties. Water needs 

were identified through the state water planning process, which considers reduced 
per capita water use that is consistent with the City’s water conservation plan.  

 
Conservation as an Alternative to the Proposed Appropriation 

As part of the regional water planning process, the planning groups are required to 

perform a comprehensive analysis of potentially feasible water management 
strategies, including consideration of water conservation. The proposed 

appropriation supports a recommended strategy in the 2016 Region N Plan and the 
2017 State Water Plan. The proposed project also promotes regionalization and 
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serves as an alternative to existing fresh water supplies that further promotes 

conservation of that water supplies. 
 
Feasible Alternatives to New Water Development 

The amount of appropriation of water proposed is consistent with the2016 Region N 
Plan, however the 2016 Region N Plan identified potentially feasible alternatives to 

meet the needs in Nueces County which include:  
 

● GBRA Lower Basin Off- Channel Reservoir 
● Additional Reuse – Corpus Christi 
● Manufacturing water conservation 

● O.N. Stevens Water Treatment Plant improvements 
 

The 2016 Region N Plan also identified potentially feasible alternatives to meet the 
needs in San Patricio County which include:  
 

 ● GBRA Lower Basin Off- Channel Reservoir 
 ● Manufacturing water conservation 

 ● Portland Reuse Pipeline 
 ● SPMWD Industrial Water Treatment Plant improvements 
 

Desalination is the only recommended strategy that has sufficient quantity to meet 
the projected water needs in these counties. 

 
Water Need 
The City is the major retail and wholesale water provider in the Coastal Bend 

Region. The City submitted a Utility Profile which includes population data from the 
Draft 2021 Region N Water Plan, indicating that the City’s population served by 

retail water service is expected to increase from 332,709 in 2020 to 400,094 in 
2060. Also, projected population served by wholesale water service is expected to 
increase from 522,572 in 2020 to 621,759 in 2060. 

 
The Coastal Bend Region has four current regional wholesale water providers: the 

City of Corpus Christi; San Patricio Municipal Water District (SPMWD); South Texas 
Water Authority (STWA); and Nueces County Water Control and Improvement 
District No.3 (Nueces County WCID 3). The City of Corpus Christi, the largest of the 

four, sells water to two of the other regional water providers — SPMWD and STWA. 
SPMWD and STWA purchase 100 percent of their water from the City of Corpus 

Christi. The City of Corpus Christi is contracted to provide up to 73,800 ac-ft/year 
to SPMWD (46,800 ac-ft/year of raw water and 27,000 ac-ft/year of treated water 
supplies after Year 2020) and meet demands of STWA and their customers. 

 
The City is capable of providing retail water to its customers using current supplies, 

especially utilizing additional municipal water conservation measures; however, 
potential water management strategies will be needed to meet long-term needs for 

wholesale providers. 
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The City and its wholesale customers will experience shortages beginning in 2030 

and is due to large manufacturing demands in Nueces and San Patricio counties. 
According to the Draft 2021 Region N Water Plan, by 2070, the shortage will be 

approximately 55,000 acre-feet per year, which include both municipal retail and 
wholesale, as well as steam-electric and manufacturing demands. 

Consistency with State and Regional Water Plans 
Seawater desalination is included as a water management strategy for the City in 

the 2016 Region N Water Plan and in the Draft 2021 Region N Water Plan. This 
strategy will increase water supplies available for both the City’s municipal retail 
and wholesale customers, as well as steam-electric, and manufacturing in Region N 

if approved. 

As such, the application is consistent with the 2016 Region N Water Plan and the 
2017 State Water Plan. 

RECOMMENDATIONS 

Based on the analysis, Resource Protection staff has evaluated the application and 
determined that it meets the review requirements. 

The following water conservation language should be included in the permit, if 
granted: 

Permittee shall implement water conservation plans that provide for the 
utilization of those practices, techniques, and technologies that reduce or 
maintain the consumption of water, prevent or reduce the loss or waste of 
water, maintain or improve the efficiency in the use of water, increase the 
recycling and reuse of water, and prevent the pollution of water, so that a 
water supply is made available for future or alternative uses.  Such plans 
shall include a requirement that in every water supply contract entered into 
on or after the effective date of this permit, including any contract extension 
or renewal, that each successive wholesale customer develop and implement 
conservation measures.  If the customer intends to resell the water, then the 
contract for resale of the water shall have water conservation requirements 
so that each successive customer in the resale of the water will be required 
to implement water conservation measures. 



Texas Commission on Environmental Quality 

INTEROFFICE MEMORANDUM 
 

 
To: Sarah Henderson, Project Manager Date: June 26, 2020 

  Water Rights Permitting Team 
   
Through: Jason Godeaux, Team Leader 

  Resource Protection Team 
  

From:  George Gable, Aquatic Scientist 
  Resource Protection Team  
   

Subject: City of Corpus Christi  
  WRPERM 13676 

  CN600131858 
Tule Lake Channel (Corpus Christi Ship Channel), Nueces-Rio Grande 
Coastal Basin  

  Nueces County 
 

Environmental reviews of water right applications are conducted in accordance with 
applicable provisions of the Texas Water Code (TWC) and the administrative rules 
of the Texas Commission on Environmental Quality (TCEQ). The provisions 

applicable to environmental reviews can vary according to the type and the location 
of the authorization requested. 

 
APPLICATION SUMMARY 

 
The City of Corpus Christi (City) requests a water use permit to divert 93,148 acre-
feet of water per year from, a diversion reach on Tule Lake Channel (Corpus Christi 

Ship Channel), Nueces-Rio Grande Coastal Basin, at a maximum diversion rate of 
129 cfs (57,708 gpm), for municipal purposes in Nueces, Kleberg, San Patricio, and 

Aransas counties.  
 
The City requests an exempt interbasin transfer of 93,148 acre-feet of water to the 

portions of Nueces County in the Nueces River Basin and the San Antonio-Nueces 
Coastal Basin and to the portions of Nueces and San Patricio Counties in the San 

Antonio-Nueces Coastal Basin within the City’s service area. The City also requests 
an exempt interbasin transfer of 2,999 acre-feet of water to Aransas county in the 
San Antonio-Nueces Costal Basin.   

 
ENVIRONMENTAL ANALYSIS 

 
On February 12, 2014, the TCEQ adopted environmental flow standards for the 
Nueces River and its associated tributaries, tributaries in the Nueces-Rio Grande 

GMGIV
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Coastal Basin, and Corpus Christi and Baffin Bays (Title 30 Texas Administrative 
Code (TAC) Chapter 298 Subchapter F). These environmental flow standards are 

considered adequate to support a sound ecological environment (Title 30 TAC 
§298.410). This review is conducted in accordance with §11.147(e-3) of the TWC 
and Title 30 TAC Chapter 298 Subchapter F (Nueces River and Corpus Christi and 

Baffin Bays). The City’s proposed diversion point is located on Corpus Christi Bay.  
 

RECOMMENDATIONS 
 
Resource Protection staff have no recommendations regarding this proposed 

permit, if granted. 
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To:  Hal E. Bailey, Jr., Project Manager   Date: August 18, 2020 
  Water Rights Permitting Team 
 

Through: Kathy Alexander, Ph.D., Technical Specialist 
Water Availability Division 

 
Christine Peters, Team Leader 
Surface Water Availability Team 

 
From:  Siavash Bassam, Hydrologist 

Surface Water Availability Team 
 
Subject: City of Corpus Christi 

WRPERM 13676 
CN600131858 

Tule Lake Channel, Nueces-Rio Grande Coastal Basin 
Nueces County 

HYDROLOGY REVIEW 

Application Summary 

The City of Corpus Christi (City) requests a water use permit to divert 93,148 acre-

feet of water per year from, a diversion reach on Tule Lake Channel (Corpus Christi 
Ship Channel), Nueces-Rio Grande Coastal Basin, at a maximum diversion rate of 

129 cfs (57,708 gpm), for municipal purposes in Nueces, Kleberg, San Patricio, and 
Aransas counties. 

The City requests an exempt interbasin transfer of 93,148 acre-feet of water to the 

portions of Nueces County in the Nueces River Basin and the San Antonio-Nueces 
Coastal Basin and to the portions of Nueces and San Patricio Counties in the San 

Antonio-Nueces Coastal Basin within the City’s service area. The City also requests 
an exempt interbasin transfer of 2,999 acre-feet of water to Aransas county in the 
San Antonio-Nueces Costal Basin. 

The application was declared administratively complete on February 26, 2020. 

Hydrology Review 

Resource Protection staff did not recommend instream flow requirements for this 
application. See the Resource Protection Memo dated June 26, 2020. 

On February 12, 2014, the TCEQ adopted environmental flow for the Nueces River, 

and Corpus Christi and Baffin Bays (Chapter 298-Environmetal Flow Standards for 



City of Corpus Christi, WRPERM: 13676 
Tule Lake Channel, Nueces-Rio Grande Coastal Basin 
Page 2 of 2 
 

Surface Water, Subchapter F). The adopted rules include freshwater inflow 
standards for the Nueces Bay and Delta. This application is located in Corpus Christi 

Bay which is downstream of the location where the freshwater inflow standards 
apply. Therefore, this application does not impair freshwater inflows to Nueces Bay 

and Delta. Because staff found that the application did not impair the freshwater 
inflow regime, which by rule is adequate to support a sound ecological 

environment, and because one of the purposes of the adopted rules is to protect 
coastal natural resources the application is consistent with any applicable Coastal 
Management Program (CMP) goals and policies. 

Reviews of requests for interbasin transfers are conducted in accordance with 
§11.085 of the Texas Water Code (TWC) and TCEQ’s rules regarding IBTs. The 

City’s request for an interbasin transfer is exempt under §§11.085 (v)(1) and 
(v)(4). Therefore, staff did not perform a review under TWC §11.085. 

Regarding water availability, no analysis is needed because the application is 

located in Corpus Christi Bay where the water is saline  

In addition, the application is subject to the requirements and orders of the South 

Texas Watermaster. The Watermaster actively manages water rights on a daily 
basis and protects senior water rights in times of shortage. 

Conclusion 

Hydrology Staff can support granting the application as requested. 

Note that the application is subject to the requirements and orders of the South 

Texas Watermaster. 

 

 

Siavash Bassam, Hydrologist 
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ADMINISTRATIVE INFORMATION REPORT
 

The following information is required for all new applications and amendments. 

***Applicants are strongly encouraged to schedule a pre-application meeting with TCEQ Staff 
to discuss Applicant’s needs prior to submitting an application. Call the Water Rights 
Permitting Team to schedule a meeting at (512) 239-4691. 

1. TYPE OF APPLICATION (Instructions, Page. 6)

Indicate, by marking X, next to the following authorizations you are seeking. 

____New Appropriation of State Water
 

____Amendment to a Water Right *
 

____ Bed and Banks
 

*If you are seeking an amendment to an existing water rights authorization, you must be the
owner of record of the authorization. If the name of the Applicant in Section 2, does not
match the name of the current owner(s) of record for the permit or certificate or if any of the
co-owners is not included as an applicant in this amendment request, your application could
be returned. If you or a co-applicant are a new owner, but ownership is not reflected in the
records of the TCEQ, submit a change of ownership request (Form TCEQ-10204) prior to
submitting the application for an amendment. See Instructions page. 6. Please note that an
amendment application may be returned, and the Applicant may resubmit once the change of
ownership is complete.

Please summarize the authorizations or amendments you are seeking in the space below or 
attach a narrative description entitled “Summary of Request.” 

TCEQ-10214B (revised 07/19/2017) Water Rights Permitting Application Administrative Information Report 2 

  X

The City of Corpus Christi is seeking a water right to divert up to 93,148 acre-feet per year at a

maximum rate of 83.1 million gallons per day (MGD) from the Tule Lake Channel

(Corpus Christi Ship Channel), tributary of Corpus Christi Bay, to supply process water for a

seawater desalination plant.
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