




































 

 The options for developing and effectively implementing enforcement related 
processes, as well as an appropriate penalty policy, that will achieve faster compliance. 
 

 The need to address land use issues and the resulting competition between local 
and state needs and benefits. 
 

 The availability of sufficient resources to secure and retain a highly advanced 
and educated work force.  
 

 Responding to ever changing demands and priorities on the organization 
structure of the agency to ensure that it continues to operate in an effective and 
efficient manner.  

 

H. Discuss any changes that could impact your agency’s key functions in the future (e.g., 
changes in federal law or outstanding court cases). 

 

Federal Legislation, Statutes, and Regulations 
 
Proposed Legislation Concerning Regulation of Greenhouse Gases 
Summary: The American Clean Energy and Security Act of 2009 (H.R. 2454) passed 
the House on June 26, 2009. The legislation creates an economy-wide cap and trade 
program for greenhouse gases (GHG). It designates carbon dioxide, methane, nitrous 
oxide, sulfur hexafluoride, hydrofluorocarbons (HFCs) from a chemical manufacturing 
process at an industrial stationary source, perfluorocarbons, and nitrogen trifluoride as 
GHGs. It also emphasizes increased energy efficiency and low-carbon energy 
consumption.   
Impact on the TCEQ: Any final GHG legislation is anticipated to require rulemaking by 
the EPA, as well as legislation by the state and rulemaking by the TCEQ, depending on 
specifics. While the Texas Legislature has already given the TCEQ the authority to, by 
rule, “control air contaminants as necessary to protect against adverse effects related to 
… climatic changes, including global warming”, this authority is constrained by the 
specific statutory language “consistent with applicable federal law,” (THSC Section 
382.0205). This law is consistent with the TCEQ’s belief that regulation of GHGs is such 
an issue of global significance that it should be handled on a national or even 
international scale rather than at the state level. The EPA has also proposed a rule that 
would require mandatory reporting of GHG emissions for the development of a GHG 
registry. The EPA plans to use such data for policy decisions in this area and any final 
rule is anticipated to impact the future regulation of GHGs. See 74 Federal Register 
16448 (April 10, 2009). 
 
Proposed Dam-Rehabilitation Grant Program 
Summary: On March 26, 2009, U.S. Representative Salazar filed H.R. 1770, known as 
the Dam Rehabilitation and Repair Act of 2009. The bill creates a program to assist 
states with grants to rehabilitate publicly owned deficient dams. The bill is currently 
pending.   
Impact on the TCEQ: If the bill passes, Texas could apply for funding to assist with the 
repair or replacement of dams that do not meet state safety and security standards.   
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