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At hens, Henderson County, Texas

August 1996

Overview of Comunity Rel ations Pl an

This community rel ations plan (CRP) identifiesissues of community
concern regardi ng the Harvey I ndustries, Inc., Proposed State Superfund
site, in Athens, Henderson County, Texas. It also outlines the
anticipated community rel ations activities to be conducted during each
phase of the cleanup at the Harvey site.

The Harvey Industries, Inc., (Harvey) comunity rel ations pl an has been
prepared to aidthe Texas Natural Resource Conservati on Comri ssi on
(TNRCC) i n devel oping a community rel ations programtailoredtothe
needs of the community affected by the Harvey site. The TNRCC wi | |
conduct comunity rel ations activities to ensurethat thelocal public
has i nput to decisions and access to i nformati on about Superfund
activities at the Harvey site.

The informationinthis planis based primarily onthe informationfrom
t he TNRCC Hazard Ranki ng System Assessnent on the Harvey site.

Site Profile

A. Site Location and Description: 32B 12' 30", 95B 49' 30"

Harvey I ndustries, Inc., originally the location of Curtis Mathes
Manuf act uri ng Conpany, whi ch operated a tel evisi on manufacturing
facility | ocated at the southeast corner of the intersection of FM2495
and State Highway 31 in Athens, Henderson County, Texas.

The Harvey facility consists of anirregul arly shaped 87.54 acre tract
of I and cont ai ni ng a 645, 521 squar e f oot buil di ng, seven addi ti onal
bui | di ngs and sheds, a 500, 000 cubi c foot capacity landfill and an
abandoned firetraining pit with shall owground wat er cont am nati on.
The addi ti onal buil dings on site consi st of two punp houses usedto



provi de water pressuretothefacility' s fire sprinkler system atruck
service buil ding, two general storage buil dings, aboiler roomand a
covered drum storage shed.

B. Background and Operating History:

The Harvey site was initially devel oped by Oive-MWers Spalti
Manuf act uri ng Conpany, whi ch erected a furniture manufacturing plant on
approxi mately 57 acres of thesitein 1955. The Oive-MWers Spalti
Manuf act uri ng Conpany sold all titleandinterest inthe 57 acresite
todive MSRealty Conpany i n June 1956. On March 1, 1957, dive MS
Real ty Conpany entered into a |l ease agreenent with A ive-Mers Spalti
Manuf act uri ng Conpany (| essee) for the continued operation of the site.
According to corporationrecords onfile at the Texas Secretary of
State's Ofice, the Aive-Mers Spalti Manufacturing Conpany mer ged
into Curtis Mathes Corporation on January 20, 1970.

Recor ds showt hat on Septenber 8, 1968, Curti s Mat hes Manuf acturi ng
Conpany purchased a 24. 33 acre tract of | and fromDresser | ndustri es,
Inc. The 24.33 acre tract consi sted of the resi due rermai ns of a 13. 13
acre and 11. 2 acre tract of | and that had been used for clay m ning
pur poses. On October 8, 1978 an additional 5.89 acre tract was
purchased by Oive MS Realty Conpany fromthe Athens Industri al
Foundation, Inc.

The Curti s Mat hes Manuf acturi ng Conpany operated the siteuntil July
31, 1982, when they ceased al | operations. On August 2, 1982, Harvey
I ndustries, Inc. (aka Harvey Joint Venture) | eased the building and al |
facilities for Curtis Mat hes and t ook over the operation of the plant,
manuf act uring tel evi sion cabinets for Curtis Mathes. On July 26, 1984,
the Curtis Mat hes Corporation (part of whichwas fornmerly Curtis Mat hes
Manuf act uri ng Conpany), and A ive M S Real ty Conpany conveyed al | of
the 57 acre, 24.65 acre and 5.89 acre tracts of land onthe siteto
Harvey Joi nt Venture.

During the site operations in the 1960's through the late 1970's
chem cal wastes (paints, inks, stains and sol vents) were accunul ated i n
55-gal l on druns and stored on the south central portionof thesite.
Accordingto a Scientific Laboratory Report (1993), this practice was
di sconti nued in 1979 when Curtis Mat hes began i nci nerati ng chem cal
wastesinanon-site boiler. Mtal plating operations were reportedto
have been conducted on site during the 1960's. The pl ati ng operati ons
wer e conducted in an arealater used as am || storage area, | ocated on
t he west si de of the manufacturing buil ding, adjacent to the boiler
roomincineration area. There is no docunentation for the plating



operati on except that cadm um zi nc and chrom umwere used. Al so, a
Texas Departnent of Health inter-office neno copiedtothe Texas Water
Qual ity Board in Decenber of 1972, referenced that Curtis Mthes
Conpany previ ously operated a pl ating pl ant on the site and di schar ged
wast e i nto smal | ponds and then directly i nto Coon Creek. |n Decenber
1981 and January 1982, Curtis Mat hes conducted afire training school
at the site to di spose of the backl og of chem cal wastes accunul at ed
over this twenty year period. Approximately 16, 500 gal | ons of chem cal
wast es al ong wi t h wooden pal | et s were burned i n an open cl ay pit known
as the "fire training pit."

On July 26, 1985, Harvey Industries, Inc., enteredintoaconpliance
agreement with the Texas Depart nent of Water Resources (TDWR). That
agreenent required Harvey to submt a cl osure plan for the cl eanup of
thefire-training pit. The agreenent al so required Harvey cease t he
i ncineration of hazardous wastes on site until a proper permt
aut hori zation could be issued.

Bet ween July 26, 1985 and Novenber 25, 1985, Harvey I ndustries drilled
ni neteen soil borings around the fire training pit inthe initial
i nvestigati on of the subsurface conditions. Subsequently four of the
bori ngs were devel oped i nto tenporary ground wat er noni tori ng wel | s.
Ground wat er anal ysis fromthese well s identifiedorganic chem cal
contam nation within the shall ow ground water table. Additional
nmonitoring wellswereinstalledinMrch 1986 to further eval uate the
extent of contamnation. On April 22, 1986, Harvey I ndustries reported
to the Texas Water Comm ssion (TWC), successor agency to TDWR and
pr edecessor agency to TNRCC, that t he anal yses of t he sanpl es col | ect ed
fromnonitor wells on siteindicate the presence of nethyl ethyl ketone
(MEK), isobutyl al cohol and tol ueneinthe ground water beneath the
former fire training pit. Harvey I ndustries concluded their
i nvestigation of the shall owground wat er contam nati onin March 1987
with conpletion of a G ound Water Quality Assessnent.

On June 23, 1987, the TWC aut hori zed a Harvey I ndustri es renedi ati on
plantoinstall aground water recovery and treat ment systemfor the
firetraining pit. The systemwas subsequently install ed and began
operati on on Cctober 5, 1989, and di scharge of the treated water to the
City of Athens wastewater treatnment facilities began on Cct ober 10,
1989. Duringthe operation of the ground wat er recovery and treat nent
system the contamnation | evels were found to range from. 1 ppmto 150
ppm nmet hyl isobutyl ketone, and 535 ppm tol uene.

The i nci nerati on of hazardous wastes occurred onsite from1979 to
1984. The resul tant ash fromthe i nci nerati on process was di sposed of



in the on-site class Il landfill, although a hazardous waste
determ nati on of the ash was never conpleted. Inaneffort toobtain
proper permtting for the on-site incinerator, ash fromthe incinerator
was anal yzed by East Texas Testi ng Laborat ory on Novenber 9, 1984. The
results of the anal ysi s determ ned that the ash was cl assi fi ed as cl ass
I I, non-hazardous wast e (organ non- hazardous). However, no i norganic
data was submtted, and the actual organic data and Quality
Assurance/ Qual ity Control (QA/ QC) were not acceptabl e as per U.S.
Envi ronment al Protection Agency (EPA) Contract Laboratory Procedures
(CLP) standard. On COctober 3, 1985, as part of the July '85
conpliance agreenent with the TDWR, Harvey I ndustries submtted a
closure plan for the hazardous waste incinerator.

I n 1972, Curtis Mat hes Manufacturi ng Conpany began t he process of
converting a clay pit | ocated on the west side of the site into a
landfill. The landfill began operations in 1973 and i s reportedto have
recei ved of fi ce wastes, plant cafeteriawastes, cardboard, particle
board, vinyl, wood, sawdust, netal cans, dried paint waste and
i nci nerator ash. Accordingto forner enpl oyees, sol vent - soaked rags
and enpty druns were placedintothelandfill. A 1986, TWC I nspection
Report alsolists styrene as depositedinthelandfill. Thelandfill
has a 500,000 cubic yard capacity. Runoff from the landfill
accurmul ates in a sunmp and hol di ng pond before being filtered and
di schargedintothe Gty of Athens waste water system During a TNRCC
i nspection of thelandfill onApril 7, 1989, a |l eaki ng PVC pi pe used to
transfer waste water for thelandfill was found to be di scharginginto
Coon Creek. Analysis of the discharge reveal ed | owanounts of vol atile
organi ¢ conpounds. On May 26, 1992, as part of a Phase II
Envi ronment al Assessnent, a two i nch di aneter ground wat er noni toring
well was installed to a depth of 47 feet, with ground water being
encount ered at approximately five feet. The anal ytical results of
ground water testing fromthe well reveal ed t he presence of volatile
or gani ¢ conpounds.

I n 1984, Harvey I ndustries reported that they began storing 55-gallon
druns of chem cal wastes in a contai ner storage area | ocat ed al ong t he
fence |line south of the manufacturing building while waiting on a
permt exenption of the on-siteincinerator. However, in 1985it was
determ ned that on site incineration of hazardous waste woul d be
di sconti nued and a cl osure plan for the contai ner storage area was
submttedtothe TWC. Inthe md 1980's Harvey I ndustri es constructed
a new cover ed drumst orage area on t he east corner of the manufacturing
bui l ding. Al chem cal wastes were transferredto this storage area
prior tooff-site disposal. Additional chem cal waste storage areas on
site consist of the east dock, adjacent to the spray painting



operations area, with a desi gn capacity of 220 gal | ons, and a storage
area adj acent tothe on-site incinerator. Harvey Industries also
mai nt ai ned a quality control | aboratory and a phot ogr aph devel opnent
roomi nsi de t he manuf acturi ng bui |l di ng. The cl osure pl an was appr oved
by the TWC on January 10, 1986, and a closure certification was
submtted on March 11, 1986.

During the asbestos survey of the site in January 1992, asbestos
contai ning building materials were found on site. Approxi mately 5,500
| inear feet of asbestos-containing pipe insulation and 500 pipe
fittings and 10, 500 square feet of asbestos-containingfloor tile were
found i n the manufacturing building. Another 500 Iinear feet of pipe
i nsul ati on and 125 pipe fittings and 4,000 square feet of boiler
insul ation were found in the boiler room

Harvey I ndustries fil ed Chapter 7 Bankruptcy i n U S. Bankruptcy Court
on March 2, 1992, and has reported that they di d not operate nost, if
any, of the cal endar year 1991.

Curtis Mat hes | eased of fi ce space and storage/ shi ppi ng space from
Harvey Joint Venture in July 1986 and remai ned at the site through July
31, 1993. Curtis Mathes fil ed Chapter 11 Bankruptcy i n U. S. Bankruptcy
Court on January 27, 1992, and was gr ant ed r eor gani zati on on Sept enber
1, 1992.

On Novenber 17, 1993, the State of Texas entered into an agreenent w th
athirdparty, Lorax Corp., which all owed Lorax to cl eanup the on-site
war ehouse i n exchange for |easing the warehouse.



Community Profile

At hens i s the county seat of Henderson County in northeast Texas.
At hens is | ocated 36 m | es west of Tyl er, Texas, on State H ghway 31
and approximately 75 mles southeast of Dallas on U S. Hi ghway 175.

The popul ati on of Athensis 11,077, an estimation cal cul ated by t he
Texas Departnment of Public Safety in 1992. The 1994- 95 Texas A nanac
citestheareaas hilly androlling, one-third forested; containing
sandy | oam and cl ay soils.

Community I nvol venent and Concerns

In April and May 1995, there were reports in theAthens Daily Review
and Tyl er Courier/Tel egraph that fornmer workers enpl oyed by Harvey
| ndustries were concerned about health ef fects frompossi bl e exposure
t o chem cal s or ot her substances duringtheir tenure at thefacility.

ADaily Reviewarticle nentionedthat forner workers asked t he At hens
City Council for assistancein setting up a public neetingto address
t hose heal th concerns. The article states, "no acti on was t aken on t he
i ssue, ... but the fornmer workers were advi sed t o seek advi ce fromt he
TNRCC. " As of June 7, 1995, no former enpl oyees of Harvey I ndustries
had contacted the TNRCC regardi ng health concerns.

Two persons, acting as concerned citizens, did initiate

a di al ogue wi t h TNRCC Superfund staff regarding the health of the
former workers. TNRCC Superfund staff i nformed those persons t hat
TNRCC does not have jurisdictioninhealth-rel atedissues and hel ped
t he persons get in contact with the Texas Departnent of Health.

On June 15, 1995, a public neeting was held, inthe Henderson County
Comm ssi oners' Courtroomin At hens, to announce the TNRCC s proposal to
list the Harvey site onthe State Registry andto solicit public input
and informationto assist inthesiteinvestigation. Over 80 citizens
attended, many forner enpl oyees of Curtis Mat hes and Harvey | ndustri es.

Two Texas Departnment of Heal t h enpl oyees were al soin attendance to
answer heal th-rel at ed questions and to gat her i nformati on on health
issues related to the site.

An Assi stant State Attorney General presented a briefingonthe "third-
party agreenent"” between the State and Lorax Corporation. The third-



party agreenent states that Lorax Corporationw || cleanup portions of
t he site and make paynents tothe state for the opti onto occupy and
| ease the area of the site Lorax renedi ates. Setbacks in acquiring
fundi ng during 1995 del ayed Lorax's cleanup of the site.

| nformati on provided by former Curtis Mat hes and Harvey enpl oyees
gat hered at the June 1995 proposal to registry public nmeeting incl uded:

Reports of on-site dunping and burying of enpty paint
cont ai ners;

Reports of off-site landfill used to di spose of vari owstes;

Extrenely | ax house-keeping standards during facility
oper ati ons;

Exposed asbestos through facility during years of operation.

Former enpl oyees voi ced nunmer ous concerns for their health. Many
former enpl oyees felt their current and past heal th probl ens were
rel ated t o possi bly bei ng exposed to chem cal s, sol vents and ot her
materials during their enploynent at the facility.

In March 1995, CURA, environnmental consultant to Lorax, renoved
cadm um cont am nat ed soil froman area of the site and dunped it onthe

old parking lot. This soil was nmoved wi thout first obtaining
aut horization fromthe TNRCC. Initially the soil al sowas not properly
covered and staged. Duetocitizen concerns about the soil, raised

bef ore and at t he June 1995 public neeti ng, and TNRCCrequests, the
soi |l was stabilizedonsite. After stabilizing, 385 cubic yards of
material were treated on-site and di sposed of at the CSC Republic

Landfill in Aval on, Texas. The soil treatnent beganin early QCctober,
1995 and the materials were transportedtothe landfill on Novenber 9,
1995.

Citizen concernregardingthefiretrainingpit includes -- Wat was
dunped into the pit and what quantities?, Was runoff contai ned duri ng
the fire training exerci se?, Towhat extent was the Gty of Athens Fire
Departnent involved and |i abl e?



Specific Objectives of the Community Rel ati ons Program

A Mai nt ai n open conmmuni cati ons bet ween t he Texas Nat ur al
Resour ce Conservati on Conm ssi on, Henderson County, City of
At hens, State officials and concerned citizens.

B. Continue to expandthemailinglist toinclude additional
agenci es, organi zations, and residents that areinterestedinthe
pr oj ect .

C. Provi de a conmunity rel ati ons contact fromwhomi nt er est ed
parties can receive information on site activities, project
status, and study results.

D. Provi de citizens, invol ved agenci es, el ected officials, and
the nediaw th accurate, tinely information concerning the scope,
progress, and findi ngs of site-related activities by issuing press
rel eases and conducting community neeti ngs.

E. Brief field teans on community relations i ssues before
perform ng on site investigations.

F. Provide all information, especially technical findings, in
a | anguage that i s understandabl e to the general publicandina
formuseful tointerestedcitizens and el ected official s through
t he preparation of fact sheets and news rel eases, when mgj or
findi ngs becone avail abl e during project phases.

G Moni t or comuni ty concerns and i nfornmation requirenents as
t he project progresses by nonitoringthe conmunity responseto
news rel eases and conmunity neetings.

H. Modi fy the comunity rel ati ons pl an as changes i n communi ty
attitudes and needs occur and nai ntai n accuracy during different
pr oj ect phases.



Communi ty Rel ati ons Techni ques
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B. Project MailingList - To provi de t he neans t hr ough whi ch press
rel eases, project status reports and other significant
comrmuni cati ons can be distributed to concerned groups and
i ndi vi dual s.

C. Public Consul tations - Conduct i nformal neetings (if needed)
withresidents. To provide an opportunity for affected residents
t 0 express any concerns and to make i nquiries to ensure effective
t wo- way conmmuni cati on.

D. ProgramDocunent Repositories - To maintain easily accessible
reposi tories through which the public may revi ewproject out puts.
The public will be periodicallyinfornmed of the availability of
proj ect docunents and the | ocation of repositories viatechni ques
A through D

E. State Superfund Quarterly Status Reports - Direct mail to
state, local and county officials and interested persons.

F. Revise CRP - Toreflect changesinsite activities or |ocal

concerns. After the Renedi al I nvestigation/Feasibility Study and
Renedi al Acti on Docunent (RAD) have been issued, the CRPw || be
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revised to address i npl enentati on of the sel ected renedi al action
alternative.
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El ected Oficials

St at e

The Honor abl e Drew Ni xon
St ate Senat e

PO Box 368

Cart hage, Texas 75633
903/ 693-3913

The Honor abl e Drew Ni xon
St ate Senat e

PO Box 12068

Austin, Texas 78711

512/ 463-0103

The Honorabl e Cl yde Al exander
Texas House of Representatives
PO Box 750

At hens, 75751

903/ 675-1990

The Honor abl e Cl yde Al exander
Texas House of Representatives
PO Box 2910

Austin, Texas 78768

512/ 463- 0730
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Count y

The Honor abl e Tomry Wl ker
County Judge

Henderson County Court house
Court house Square

At hens, TX 75751

903/ 675-6120

The Honorable Walter Jackson
County Conmm ssioner, PCT. 1

Hender son County Court house
Cour t house Square

At hens, TX 75751

903/ 489- 1665

The Honor abl e Harol d Hamrer
County Conmm ssioner, PCT. 2
Hender son County Court house
Court house Square

At hens, TX 75751

903/ 425- 2611

The Honor abl e Cl eburn Shavor
County Conm ssioner, PCT. 3
Hender son County Court house
Court house Square

At hens, TX 75751

903/ 469- 3430

The Honorable Jerry West
County Comm ssioner, PCT. 4
Hender son County Courthouse
Court house Square

At hens, TX 75751

903/ 675-8250



City

The Honorable Jerry King
Mayor

City of Athens

City Hal

501 N. Pinkerton

At hens, TX 75751

903/ 675-5131

The Honorable Carroll Mberry
Counci | Menber

City of Athens

City Hal

501 N. Pi nkerton

At hens, TX 75751

903/ 675-5131

The Honorabl e Brad Loden
Counci | Menber

City of Athens

City Hal

501 N. Pinkerton

At hens, TX 75751

903/ 675-5131

The Honor abl e Bob Goul d
Counci | Menber

City of Athens

City Hal

501 N. Pinkerton

At hens, TX 75751

903/ 675-5131

The Honorabl e Carl West br ook
Counci | Menber

City of Athens

City Hal

501 N. Pinkerton

At hens, TX 75751

903/ 675-5131
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AREA NEWS NMEDI A

Athens Daily Revi ew
ATTN: Edi tor

PO Box 32

At hens, Texas 75751-0032
903/ 675-5626

FAX 903/ 675-9450

Cedar Creek Pil ot
ATTN:. Editor

828 W Main

Gun Barrel City,

903/ 887-8051

FAX 903/ 887-8225

Texas 75147

Mabank Mbni t or

ATTN: Edi tor

PO Box 48

Mabank, Texas 75147-0048
903/ 887-4511

FAX 903/ 887-4510

Tyl er Couri er

Ti mes/ Tel egr aph

ATTN:. City Editor
PO Box 2030

Tyl er, Texas 75702
903/597-8111

FAX 903/ 595- 0335
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KNUE- FM

News Director

3810 Brookside Drive
Tyl er, Texas 75701
903/ 581- 0606

FAX 903/592-2011

KTBB- AM

News Director

1828 ESE Loop 323
Tyl er, Texas 75701
903/ 595- 2631

FAX 903/ 592- 9923

KLVQ AM KCKL- FM
News Director

PO Box 489

Mal akof f, Texas

903/ 489-1238

FAX 903/ 489-2671

75148

KETK- TV

News Assignnents
PO Box 4300
Tyler, TX 75703
903/ 581- 5656

FAX 903/ 561- 2459

Edi t or

KLTV-TV

News Assignnents
PO Box 4300
Tyler, TX 75703
903/ 581-5588

FAX 903/ 510- 7849

Edi t or



KEY PROJECT PERSONNEL

Joe Liu

Proj ect Manager, Superfund Investigation Section
Texas Natural Resource Conservation Conm ssion
PO Box 13087

MC- 143

Austin, TX 78711

1-800-633-9363

Bruce MAnally

Communi ty Rel ati ons Assi st ant

Texas Natural Resource Conservation Conmm ssion
PO 13087

MC- 141

Austin, TX 78711

1- 800-633-9363

PROGRAM DOCUNMENT REPOSI TORI ES

Texas Natural Resource Conservation Conmm ssion
Central Records

11218 North I H 35

Buil ding D

Austin, TX 78753

1-800-633-9363

Hender son County Library
121 South Prairieville
At hens, Texas 75751
903/ 677-6350
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