
 
  

   

 

From: Jonathan Walling 
To: Gopal, Vivek 
Cc: Bryant, Nekilea T; Smith, Serena; Jaini, Vinod K; OCE 
Subject: Sweeny Refinery COVID Enforcement Discretion Request 06162020)- Supplemental for Tank Refilling 
Date: Thursday, June 18, 2020 4:04:58 PM 
Attachments: Sweeny Refinery COVID Enforcement Discretion Request(06162020).pdf 

Good afternoon, Mr. Gopal: 

Since Phillips 66 originally submitted the notification to refill tank 96 30-days in advance of the 
planned activity, the TCEQ will exercise enforcement discretion for the new notification not being 
made 30 days in advance. Please amend and submit a new notification of the activity with a tank 
filling date of June 22, 2020. The notice shall be made by close of business on June 19, 2020. If the 
tank is unable to be filled on June 22, 2020 due to unforeseen circumstances, a new request for 
enforcement discretion must be provided for consideration. 

Please note that this enforcement discretion is limited to the Texas Commission on Environmental 
Quality. It does not limit EPA’s ability to enforce federal regulations. 

Regulated entities must maintain records adequate to document activities related to any 
noncompliance under enforcement discretion, including details of the regulated entity’s best efforts 
to comply. 

A copy of this correspondence should be maintained with your records. 

Regards, 

Jonathan Walling, Director 
Coastal & East Texas Area 
Texas Commission on Environmental Quality 

From: Gopal, Vivek < 
Sent: Wednesday, June 17, 2020 4:52 PM 
To: Jonathan Walling <jonathan.walling@tceq.texas.gov>; Bryant, Nekilea T < 
Smith, Serena <  Jaini, Vinod K < 
Cc: OCE <OCE@tceq.texas.gov> 
Subject: RE: Sweeny Refinery COVID Enforcement Discretion Request 06162020) 

The enforcement discretion request if for not being able to resubmit a 30 day notification before 

refilling the tank. We had originally submitted a notification on Feb 7th to refill the tank on March 7th 

and we couldn’t meet that due to COVID related issues. Our current plan it to refill the tank the 

week of June 22nd.  This is a more specific request for one particular tank and I am not sure if a date 
has to be tied to this request. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

If that is a requirement, may I request discretion through June 30th? 

Regards. 

From: Jonathan Walling <jonathan.walling@tceq.texas.gov> 
Sent: Wednesday, June 17, 2020 4:21 PM 
To: Gopal, Vivek <  Bryant, Nekilea T <  Smith, Serena 
<  Jaini, Vinod K < 
Cc: OCE <OCE@tceq.texas.gov> 
Subject: [EXTERNAL]RE: Sweeny Refinery COVID Enforcement Discretion Request 06162020) 

Thank you. For clarification, the enforcement discretion for the tank re-filling is only until June 22, 
2020, correct? 

From: Gopal, Vivek < 
Sent: Wednesday, June 17, 2020 4:07 PM 
To: Jonathan Walling <jonathan.walling@tceq.texas.gov>; Bryant, Nekilea T < 
Smith, Serena <  Jaini, Vinod K < 
Cc: OCE <OCE@tceq.texas.gov> 
Subject: RE: Sweeny Refinery COVID Enforcement Discretion Request 06162020) 

Jonathan, 

Thank you very much for the prompt approval on LDAR. We had also requested discretion on 
refilling a tank which was delayed from the initial notification date (made in a timely manner) due to 
Covid related issues. Can you please look into this also? 

Regards, 

Vivek Gopal 
Environmental Director 
Phillips 66 – Sweeny Refinery 

From: Jonathan Walling <jonathan.walling@tceq.texas.gov> 
Sent: Wednesday, June 17, 2020 1:57 PM 
To: Bryant, Nekilea T <  Gopal, Vivek <  Smith, Serena 
<  Jaini, Vinod K < 
Cc: OCE <OCE@tceq.texas.gov> 
Subject: [EXTERNAL]Sweeny Refinery COVID Enforcement Discretion Request 06162020) 

Good afternoon, Mr. Bryant: 

Your request for enforcement discretion relating to 2nd quarter and June 2020 LDAR monitoring 
activities at Phillips 66 Company, Sweeny Refinery, as prescribed by 40 CFR subparts and 30 TAC 115, 
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is approved with the following qualifications: 
Enforcement discretion is limited to the Texas Commission on Environmental Quality. It does 
not limit EPA’s ability to enforce federal regulations; and 
This enforcement discretion will be in effect until July 31, 2020. The required activities should 
be completed as soon as practicable, as conditions allow, before this date. Should an 
extension beyond this be needed, please re-submit your request. 

Regulated entities must maintain records adequate to document activities related to any 
noncompliance under enforcement discretion, including details of the regulated entity’s best efforts 
to comply. 

A copy of this correspondence should be maintained with your records. 

Regards, 

Jonathan Walling, Area Director 
Coastal & East Texas Area 
Texas Commission on Environmental Quality 

From: Bryant, Nekilea T < 
Sent: Tuesday, June 16, 2020 10:28 AM 
To: OCE <OCE@tceq.texas.gov>; Ramiro Garcia <ramiro.garcia@tceq.texas.gov> 
Cc: Gopal, Vivek <  Smith, Serena <  Jaini, Vinod K 
< 
Subject: Sweeny Refinery COVID Enforcement Discretion Request 06162020) 

Mr.  Garcia, 

Please find attached the Phillips 66 Sweeny Refinery COVID Enforcement Discretion Request letter 
for your consideration. 

Thank you for your time! 

Nekilea T. Bryant 
Sr. Environmental Engineer 
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