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Recreational Use-Attainability Analysis 

o What is a Recreational Use-Attainability Analysis (RUAA)?

o Study required to make a change to a water body’s 
recreation use and associated criterion in the Texas 
Surface Water Quality Standards (TSWQS)

o Purpose of a RUAA is to determine the appropriate 
recreational category and associated bacteria criterion for 
a water body
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Recreational Use-Attainability Analysis
RUAA document:
o Current levels of recreation use – interview 

stakeholders, field observations
o Physical measurements of the stream (depth, width, 

etc.)*
o Potential for flow and habitat characteristics to 

support recreation
o Proximity to parks and residential areas
o Historical recreation use

*conducted during warm weather



2022 Contact Recreation Standards

Recreation Category Definition Summary
Geometric 

Mean Criteria 
(CFU*/100 mL)

Primary Contact 
Recreation 1

(PCR1)

Significant risk of ingestion (swimming, wading 
by children, tubing, etc.) 126

Primary Contact 
Recreation 2 

(PCR2)

Same activities as PCR 1 but occur less 
frequently than PCR 1 due to (A) physical 
characteristics of the water, or (B) limited 
public access

206

Secondary Contact 
Recreation 1

(SCR1)

No significant risk of ingestion (fishing, 
boating, etc.) 630

Secondary Contact 
Recreation 2 (SCR2)

Same as SCR 1, but recreational activities 
occur less frequently because of physical 
characteristics or limited public access

1030

Noncontact Recreation 
(NCR)

No significant risk of ingestion and contact 
recreation does not occur because of unsafe 
conditions (ship and barge traffic, birding, etc.)

2060

*CFU = colony forming units
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Draft Recommendations for Recreational Use Changes
Appendix A

Recommended to retain PCR1
0207 Lower Prairie Dog Town Fork Red 

River (comment period open 
until 4/6/2025)

2107 Lower Atascosa River 
2118 Upper Atascosa River



Draft Recommendations for Recreational Use Changes
Appendix G

Recommended to retain PCR1 Recommended for SCR1
0202A Bois D' Arc Creek

0303B White Oak Creek (comment 
period open until 4/6/2025)

0404B Tankersley Creek*

0501B Little Cypress Bayou (comment 
period open until 4/6/2025)

0505B Grace Creek*
0507G South Fork of Sabine River*
0512B Elm Creek*
0606A Prairie Creek*
0606D Black Fork Creek
0838C Walnut Creek*
1221A Resley Creek
1221B South Leon River 
1412B Beals Creek (comment period 

open until 4/6/2025)
2118C Atascosa River

0214F Unnamed Tributary of Buffalo Creek

0410A Black Cypress Creek
0804K Lower Keechi Creek

*Reevaluated, previously proposed SCR1 during 2018 TSWQS revision



Contact Information

Bonnie Evans

bonnie.evans@tceq.texas.gov 

Bacteria Coordinator
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