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What is an RUAA?

o Standardized mechanism for capturing
Information on the types of recreational uses
occurring in a water body.

 Document physical stream characteristics that
affect recreational uses.

e Document observed, historical, and anecdotal
recreational uses.

e Data used for regulatory decision-making about
recreational use characterization.
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Category

Primary Contact*
(126 cfu — 206 cfu)

Secondary Contact — 1
(630 cfu)

Secondary Contact — 2
(2030 cfu)

Non-Contact*
(605 cfu — 2060 cfu)

Proposed Contact Recreation Use

Revisions

Definition Summary

Significant rick of ingestion (immersion activities) —
swimming, diving, water skiing, etc.

No significant risk of ingestion (non-immersion
activities — wading, fishing, etc. Stream depth
generally < 0.5 meters

No significant risk of ingestion; recreational activities
occur less frequently because of physical
characteristics or limited access

Contact recreation should not occur because of
unsafe conditions — heavy ship traffic, waterfowl area,

* Current WQS (2000) Contact Recreation Uses
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Explanation of current standards
The propose revisions would increase the acceptable E. coli levels for the current primary contact and non-contact categories and add the two secondary contact categories.
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Background information:  For water quality assessment purposes, TCEQ has divided the Arroyo Colorado 4 Assessment units.  The colored dots represent the propose monitoring sites for the RUAA,  the different colors representing the different assessment units.  I’ll show specific sites in a minute.
So all this brings me too… 


Why Conduct an RUAA on the Arroyo
Colorado?

 On the State’s List of Impaired Water
Bodies (303d) since 1996

Geomean
2010 Assessment

o - -

Proposed: 206 cfu
-l—

III Current: 126 cfu

OAU_01 OAU_02 OAU 03 mAU 04
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Presentation Notes
The Arroyo Colorado Above Tidal has been on the State’s list of impaired water bodies since the 1996 Assessment.  The most recent assessed geometric means exceeded the current standard in all assessment units.  

Based on local knowledge, it is generally believed that people do not swim in the Arroyo Colorado.  It is primarily a conveyance for tailwater and  wastewater treatment plant discharges.

Based on the most current numbers, if the proposed standards revision is approved, then the stream will meet the primary contact recreation standard.  Even so,  primary contact recreation may not be the appropriate designation for this segment.  

So the RUAA is being conducted to determine the appropriate designation.


What Does an RUAA Involve?

e Monitoring sites are identified (try for 2-3 sites per every
5 miles)

 Telephone surveys are conducted asking people with
local knowledge of their impressions of the types of
recreation activities that occur

* Public meetings are held to solicit additional information

 |dentified sites are monitored during times of mostly
likely use (Summer weekends and holidays)

e Historic information is researched

* A final report is generated based on all the surveys and
monitoring notes and submitted to TCEQ for evaluation
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What's the Current Status?

NRA conducted reconnaissance trip January 18-19, 2010
ldentified 26 sites from Harlingen to Mission

Draft monitoring plan submitted to TCEQ

Finalizing Contact List for telephone surveys

Monitoring events tentatively scheduled for late May and
early July

Public meeting to present findings in late July
To be completed by July 30, 2010
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Telephone Surveys
Who Will We Contact?

e Clean Rivers Partners

e Texas Parks and Wildlife Department
« TCEQ Regional Staff

e Texas State Soll and Water Conservation
Board

e Local Entities
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Presentation Notes
Local entities such as city park and recreation departments, county commissioners offices, flood control districts, game wardens, conservation groups, 

We would appreciate any and all input.  It you would be willing to take the official survey, we’ll exchange contact information after the meeting.


Telephone Surveys
What Will We Ask?

Do you think an RUAA Is appropriate for
the Arroyo Colorado?

 \What recreational activities have you
withessed?

e Where?
e How often?
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Is an RUAA appropriate – in other words, if only secondary contact recreation is occurring, should the bacteria standard be raised?

Remind audience of the various activities associated with each of the categories.
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Presentation Notes
Provide handout with station descriptions

We will also conduct field surveys at all identified sites.  
From 13074 at Cemetery Road just above the Port to 13077 at the Loop 499 Bridge in Harlingen.


Monitoring Sites — AU 02

Palmas-Juareziy
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From 16141 downstream of Commerce St to 13080 at FM 506 South of La Feria.
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Presentation Notes
From FM 2556 to 13082 at FM 493 South of Donna
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Presentation Notes
From 13083 at FM 907 South of Alamo to 17644 at FM 2062 west of Mission


Field Surveys
What Will We Record?

* Physical Characteristics
— Flow
— Water temperature
— Water depth
— Substrate type

 Anecdotal Information
— Number of adults and children at the site
— Recreation activities
— Detalled description of the area
— Photographs
— Interview people at the site
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Is an RUAA appropriate – in other words, if only secondary contact recreation is occurring, should the bacteria standard be raised?

Remind audience of the various activities associated with each of the categories.


Contact Information

Beth Almaraz

Sam Sugarek

Rocky Freund

361-653-2110

April 22, 2010


Presenter
Presentation Notes
Questions?
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