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Presentation Outline
 Overview of Austin Water Clean and TV Program

 Discussion on Sanitary Sewer Overflows

 Discussion on Critical Water Quality Zone 

 Sanitary Sewer Overflows in TMDL Basins

 Austin Water’s Goals and Objectives for TMDL Basins



Overview of AW Clean and TV Program



AW Clean and TV Program
 It is considered best 

practice for sewer utilities to 
regularly clean and inspect 
sewer mains
Cleaning is completed 

through jetting the sewer 
main with highly 
pressurized water
Debris is removed from the 

system at manholes



AW Clean and TV Program, 2
Sewer inspection cameras 

operated on a truck are 
used to TV inspect lines
AW uses industry standard 

NAASCO PACP coding 
system to record all 
discovered sewer defects
The engineering team 

reviews the codes to 
evaluate and grade sewer 
mains



Discussion on Sanitary Sewer Overflows



Discussion on Sanitary Sewer Overflows, 1
Definitions of Sanitary Sewer Overflows and Unauthorized 
Discharges 

Per Texas Water Code Section 26 and TCEQ RG-395:
An Unauthorized Discharge (UD) is any discharge of wastewater into 

or adjacent to any water in the state at a location not permitted as an 
outfall. (TWC Section 26.121) 

A Sanitary Sewer Overflow (SSO) is a type of unauthorized discharge 
of untreated or partially treated wastewater from a collection system 
or its components before reaching a wastewater treatment facility. 
(TWC Section 26.049)
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Discussion on Sanitary Sewer Overflows, 3



Discussion on Sanitary Sewer Overflows, 4

SB 912
Enacted by Texas Legislation in 

2015
Adopted by TCEQ on May 11, 2016
Effective on June 2, 2016



Discussion on Sanitary Sewer Overflows, 5

SB 912 in Simple Terms

 If SSO is less than 1,000 gallons, does not enter water in the state, not 
a health or safety issue, or a simultaneous event, you can report 
monthly.

 If SSO is more than 1,000 gallons or enters water in the state or is a 
human health or safety issue, need to notify TCEQ within 24 verbally 
and written notice within 5 days.
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SB 912 Graph – Sanitary Sewer Overflows

SSO –
Sanitary Sewer 
Overflow
Wastewater leaves Collection 
System

Non - Permitted 
Not Part of City Collection System 
Private Side 
TIP – Trouble in Property

24 Hour Reportable 
Reaches “Water in the State” or over 1,000 gallons or a 
health or safety issue or a simultaneous event

Monthly Reportable
All other unauthorized discharges or Sanitary Sewer Overflows
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Austin Water Performance Measure PM 115

 Number of 24-Hour Reportable Wastewater Overflows Per 100 Miles of 
Wastewater Lines Per Year

PM 115 = 24 𝐻𝐻𝐻𝐻𝐻𝐻𝐻𝐻 𝑅𝑅𝑅𝑅𝑅𝑅𝑅𝑅𝑅𝑅𝑅𝑅𝑅𝑅𝑅𝑅𝑅𝑅𝑅𝑅 𝑂𝑂𝑂𝑂𝑂𝑂𝑂𝑂𝑂𝑂𝑂𝑂𝑂𝑂𝑂𝑂𝑂𝑂
𝑀𝑀𝑀𝑀𝑀𝑀𝑀𝑀𝑀𝑀 𝑜𝑜𝑜𝑜 𝑊𝑊𝑊𝑊𝑊𝑊𝑊𝑊𝑊𝑊𝑊𝑊𝑊𝑊𝑊𝑊𝑊𝑊𝑊𝑊 𝑀𝑀𝑀𝑀𝑀𝑀𝑀𝑀/100

 Target is less than 3.0 per FY
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Reducing SSOs 

 Focused Cleaning TV Inspection of Wastewater 
Lines

 Targeted Investigation on SSOs
 Targeted SSES Studies
Key CIP Projects
 Large Diameter Condition Assessments



Discussion on Critical Water Quality Zone
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Since the Critical Water Quality Zone (CWQZ) defines a 
critical zone to protect water quality, AW proposes to use 
this area to define a clean and TV inspection area for the 
Total Maximum Daily Load (TMDL) basins
The next few slides were taken from a Watershed 

Protection Department presentation on Watershed 
regulations
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Sanitary Sewer Overflows in TMDL Basins



Sanitary Sewer Overflows in TMDL Basins, 2

Per Austin Water SSO Manual:

Austin Water (AW) manages the Sanitary Sewer Overflow 
Response program and provides annual funding to ensure that 
mitigation operations, maintenance, cleanup, data 
management, and reporting are performed in accordance with 
Texas Commission on Environmental Quality (TCEQ), and the 
United States Environmental Protection Agency (USEPA or 
EPA) regulatory requirements and are promptly resolved.  



Sanitary Sewer Overflows in TMDL Basins, 3
The tables on the next three slides outline the SSOs 
that have occurred in each TMDL basin:

Waller Creek
Walnut Creek
Spicewood Springs
Gilleland Creek
Taylor Slough South
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Austin Water’s Goals and Objectives for TMDL Basins



Austin Water’s Goals and Objectives for TMDL Basins, 
2
Austin Water’s program for TMDL basins includes clean and TV 

inspection for all pipes that are directly in or touch the CWQZ
Austin Water will extend inspections to all in-between mains and 

segments 10” and larger
 Inspections completed since 2018 are considered new and count 

towards the inspection goal



Austin Water’s Goals and Objectives for TMDL Basins, 
4



Questions and Comments
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